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Care for Our Common Home
By Javier Luis P. Gomez

It may be flippant to ask, “Why should we 
take care of the earth?” Most people already  
understand this as a responsibility we all share. 
And that question above also evokes a plethora 
of answers - ranging from scientific to theological 
reasons.

A short and straightforward perspective I’d like to 
reflect on today is on the word “ecology.” Someone  
recently pointed out to me that word “ecology” has 
at its root the Greek word “oikos.” ”Oikos” means 
“dwelling place, home, or household.” And so one 
way we can interpret ”ecology” is that it is really 
just the study of “our home.”

And that invites me to reflect: “Do I feel at 
home here?” or “Do I feel disconnected from  
everything?” “Do I feel like I do 
not belong?”

There’s a temptation to 
think that as Catholics, we 
should focus on Heaven and  
disregard the condition of the 
world. But on the contrary, God 
created woman and man to be 
caretakers an stewards of the 
world -- which is our home.

AND it is God’s home too! When Jesus is born in  
Bethlehem, He gets to call the world His home as 
well. He eats here and sleeps here. He breathes 
here, He dwells here.

Many families can tell you that what makes a 
home a home is not just the physical place, 
but the people who dwell in it, and the love that  
permeates the atmosphere of that abode.

God is inviting us now, to feel at home. Not just 
in the critical task of tidying and caring for the  
physical creation, but by building places of love 
where people can feel at home. God chose to live 
in this home, and He still does, and He invites us 
to be at home, with Him.
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Veneration of the Bone Relic of St. Augustine 
The bone relic of the Theologian and Doctor of the 
Church, St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo was opened for 
public veneration in various parishes in Metro Manila 
from June 5 to 8 as part of its nationwide pilgrimage.

On June 5, the relic was venerated at Santuario de San 
Antonio from 12 noon to 5 pm. Postulator General of the 
Order of Augustinian Discalced (OAD), Fr. Dennis Ruiz, 
delivered a special talk on Holiness and Veneration of 
Relics, at 4 pm which was followed by a Thanksgiving 
Mass at the Greenbelt Chapel in Makati at 5:45 pm.

The Pilgrim Relic Visit was a dream come true for Fr. 
Ruiz, who arranged the entire pilgrimage together with 
various Filipino collaborators and brought the relic all the 
way from their General Curia in Rome, Italy.

St. Augustine was ordained priest in year 391 and  
became a full Bishop four years after. He died in Hippo  
Regius (now Algeria) during the year 430 at the age of 
75. His remains are now kept at the basilica named “San 
Pietro in Ciel d’Oro” (Italian for “Saint Peter in Golden 
Sky”) in Pavia, Italy. His writings like the City of God  
influenced the development of Christianity and Western  
philosophy. (Leandro-Jose C. Tesorero and Jheng 
Manalang Prado/RCAM-AOC)
 
St. Augustine of Hippo is the patron of brewers  
because of his conversion from a former life of loose  
living, which included parties, entertainment, and worldly 
ambitions. His complete turnaround and conversion has 
been an inspiration to many who struggle with a particular  
vice or habit they long to break. 

His feast day is on August 28. 

Sources: 
https://www.rcam.org/index.php/component/k2/item/173-bone-
relic-of-st-augustine-open-for-public-veneration-in-manila
https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=418

Fr. Dennis Ruiz, Postulator General of the Order of Augustinian  
Discalced (OAD) with the Bone relic of St. Augustine

The Bone Relic of St. Augustine

Welcoming of the Relic 

Vigil and Veneration of the Relic Departure to Greenbelt Chapel lead by Letty Syquia (Marian Cenacle)
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Navigating Faith and Citizenship: 
A Short Story of Oscar Romero

By Javier Luis P. Gomez

One of the most difficult  
paradoxes to navigate as 
a Christian is the balance  
between one’s spiritual life and 
civic life. We often hear the 
cry of “separation of church 
and state.” Though it seems 
this phrase has come to mean 
many things to many people. 

Right now may be a good 
time to reflect on the life and  
example of Oscar Romero, 
who headed the Archdiocese 
of San Salvador during the 
late 1970s. During this time, 
the country of El Salvador  
was gripped by a military  
dictatorship. 

As Romero saw all the  
suffering and oppression  
happening around him, he 
steadily spoke out against all 
the injustices in his society. 
Many priests, “rebels,” and 
activists, were being killed, 
and no one was being held 
accountable -- something 
very hard to imagine today. 
As he spoke out, many people  
accused him on involving 
himself in matters outside 
the church’s sphere, but he  
continued to push for peace 
and justice in society. 

Eventually, the government 
had enough, and they sent 

someone to assassinate  
Archbishop Romero. On March 
23, 1980. As Romero was  
saying Mass, a gunman came 
out of red car, shot Romero  
once in the heart and  
disappeared. Romero died at 
the altar -- a priest of God. 

Romero serves as a great 
witness to the demand of the 
spiritual life on civic life. In his 
own powerful words, he said, 
“When we struggle for human  
rights, for freedom, for  
dignity, when we feel that it is a  
ministry of the Church to  
concern itself for those who 
are hungry, for those who have 
no schools, for those who are 
deprived, we are not departing  
from God’s promise. He 

comes to free us from sin, and 
the Church knows that sin’s  
consequences are all such  
injustices and abuses. The  
Church knows it is saving the 
world when it undertakes to speak 
also of such things.”

May Romero inspire us to be good 
citizens of the kingdom of God.
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Justice through Forgiveness
By RJ Limpo

With my numerous interactions and time 
spent with PDLs (Persons Deprived of  
Liberty a.k.a. inmates), I have come to one 
huge realization. That is, a lot of them, if 
not most, are intrinsically good people. 
In fact, arguably even better than some  
people I encounter outside the four walls of 
the jail cells. 

So, why are they even there in the first 
place? 

PDLs are usually either too weak or too 
strong in character. Perhaps stuck in dismal  
conditions in the “real” world or maybe caught in 
a dysfunctional family situation, are forced to do 
bad things. Most of the time, the cause is poverty  
and a lack of a solid moral foundation. The  
possibilities are limitless, alongside the level of 
each ones resiliency. Hence, they end up where 
they are. 

But it is while they are in prison, shielded from 
the ills of where they come from, shaken down 
to their bare self, coming to terms with the reality 
of their faults, you will see that they are not much  
different from you and I. A lot of the PDLs are  
humble enough to recognize the weakness of 
their being and call out to God. As a result, they 
recognize the face of God. But there are others 
who still live in denial and thus fail to feel His  
presence. 

Over the past 7 years in this ministry, I have seen 
many wins and fails. There are PDLs who have 
been released, reintegrated into society and are 
now functional and normal citizens. There are also 
those who have fallen again and are sent back 
to jail. It doesn’t mean they are any worse than 
those who have found themselves back in society. 
It just means that the law has not accorded them  
another chance. But we, as Christians need 

to give them as much chances as the Lord  
instructed us to give them, as justice will only 
come if chances are given accordingly. This is our 
calling. 

When Jesus was on the verge of death, death 
on the cross, He said, “Forgive them for they 
do not know what they are doing”, how many  
offenses had he already bore at this point? It  
doesn’t even matter, right? It was about to cost  
Him His life, and yet He was still crying out to 
God to give everyone another chance. Who are 
these people Jesus was speaking of? Yup! You 
guessed it! It’s you, me, including those in jail. In 
short, all of us! 

Similarly, St. Pope John Paul II also did the  
unthinkable when he forgave and pleaded to the 
authorities to release Ali Agca, his assassin, after 
he got well from his near death experience (This 
request was denied). Is this insanity or is this 
about chances? We will find out later on that Ali 
Agca, after he was released from jail, also found 
remorse in himself and manifested this by offering 
flowers to a now deceased St. Pope John Paul II.

A clear manifestation of justice through  
forgiveness.
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Confession: The Healing Gift of His Love
By Mike Julian

“I am sorry, I won’t do it again.” These are the words 
that are replayed in our lips, our thoughts and 
our prayers. Yet we find ourselves falling short of  
doing what should. Our journey towards obedience  
and union with Christ now seems like an  
impossible task. And our brokenness weighs down 
on us, such that we look to the future with a certain  
hopelessness and indifference. 

The Sacrament of Confession puts us back on 
track in our faith journey. We, however, have often 
neglected this gift that has been readily available  
to us. Our busy schedules, our tendency to  
procrastinate, and our failure to realize the  
importance of this gift have clouded our minds from 
truly realizing the healing power of confession. 
These are the five points that show us how this 
Sacrament is essential to our healing and recovery: 

1. EMBRACE YOUR WEAKNESS
When we rely on our own strength to live 
a truly Christian life, we are doomed to fail. 
Humbling ourselves and acknowledging our 
mistakes and shortcomings, open our hearts 
to our total reliance on God. This act of  
humility before the Lord puts us in a right 
standing before Him. (James 4:10) His  
forgiveness and mercy are readily available to 
those who seek it. (2 Cor. 12: 9)

2. EVALUATE YOUR RELATIONSHIPS
The more we value our relationship with God, 
with others, and with ourselves, the more 
we would want to make a constant effort to  
nurture it, to fix what is wrong, and to avoid 
to disappoint. Focusing on taking care of our  
relationships helps us become less selfish 
and more selfless. (Matt 5:23-25)

3. OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE THINGS RIGHT
Penance is not a punishment, rather, it is the 
first step to repairing and restoring a strained 
relationship. There must be a sincere heart 
of repentance to right the wrong we have 
done, and this starts with acknowledging our  
wrongdoings. (2 Chronicles 7:14)

4. RECEIVE GODLY COUNSEL
The constant bombardment of a more liberal  
value system that is encountered every  
minute of the day through social media,  
Netflix, and, ironically, even by our leaders 
and peers have gotten us all confused. The 
priest’s counsel coupled with Holy Scripture 
gives us the perspective on what the Church 
stand is and an objective diagnosis of helping 
cure our sinfulness. (Proverbs 12:15)

5. RELEASE YOUR GUILT
It is difficult to forgive and make peace with 
others if we don’t first make peace with, and 
forgive ourselves. (John 13:34-35) 

No matter how embarrassed we may be or how 
hopeless our situation may seem, the door to  
forgiveness and second chances is always open. 
As His beloved children, it is important to know 
that despite our failures and shortcomings, we can  
always rely on our Father, Whose love and mercy 
endures and forbears. (Romans 8:38-39) And to a 
contrite and sorrowful heart, the act of confessing 
our sins is an essential step to our healing. (Psalm 
51:17) 
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Back to the Classroom for CCD Teachers
By Nancy Gonewai, CCD Teacher

With classes by the Continuing Catholic  
Development (CCD) Ministry 2018 – 2019 school 
year beginning on 15 August, the CCD teachers, 
committee and staff held their annual workshop on 
August 11, at the Santuario De San Antonio Parish 
Center.  

The Workshop theme was “VISUAL THINKING 
ROUTINES” defining the purpose, the application  
and the launch of lessons taught, to make  
“Thinking Visible” and thereby, ensuring that students 
leave their classrooms with definite and relevant  
images in their minds to draw on for future  
references. The Facilitators were Mrs. Rita Atienza,  
a Faculty Member of the Ateneo de Manila  
University, and Mrs. Elizabeth Virata, Head  CCD’s  
Curriculum Unit. Both are well-known and held in 
high esteem at CCD. At the 2010  Workshop on the  
global learning system of “UNDERSTANDING 
BY DESIGN”, their presentation and teaching  
methods on UbD’s instructional strategies,  
practically overturned CCD’s approach to teaching, 
not only on classroom and teaching methods but  
also in stream-lining and honing the teachers’ 
God-given skills and talents. They were assisted 
this year by Francoise Noel Amaya, a veteran CCD 
teacher himself and Senior High School Grade 12 
Level Head at the Assumption College San Lorenzo.    

This year’s workshop was one of the most  
successful yet in terms of attendance and  
participation. CCD Chair, Mrs. Katty Roxas-Chua  
Qua, opened proceedings promptly at 9:00 am,  

welcoming and introducing Mrs. Atienza, the new 
CCD Committee, the Teachers, our Parish Priest and 
CCD’s Spiritual Advisor, Fr. Reu. There were also 
six elementary teachers from OLAS who joined the 
learning workshop at Fr. Reu’s request.      

Since that significant workshop in 2010 and the  
revolutionary and successful UbD system of  
teaching, CCD’s success rate has grown from 
strong to stronger, clearly evidenced not only by the  
continuing annual increase in the student population 
but also in the numbers of returning students. This 
year’s workshop was aimed at improving on and  
enhancing classroom teaching methods – hence 
the theme. For most of the morning session and 
for the whole of the afternoon session, Mrs. Atienza  
taught the teachers about specialized “thinking  
routines” such as making connections, reasoning with  
evidence, and  showing patterns of behavior to help 
the students use their own minds to form thoughts, 
to reason, and to reflect.  On the visual and visibility,  
Mrs. Atienza focused on the routine of exploring 
works of art and other things we see around us as in 
“what do you see? What do you think about it? What 
do you wonder about it?” And CCD being a school 
of religious and spiritual formation, Mrs. Atienza  
illustrated her points using Franciscan works of art 
painted by Filipino masters. Fr. Reu assisted by  
giving the class the history and the cultural  
background of the magnificent works of art, one  
being the Santa Ana Church.

In her closing remarks at the end of the workshop 
proper,  Mrs. Katty Roxas-Chua Qua thanked Mrs. 
Atienza for a stimulating, interesting and informative 
teaching seminar which resulted in a lively exchange 
of ideas with the participants. She also thanked the 
teachers for their support of and dedication to the 
CCD program. The workshop closed at 4:00 pm 
with a Thanksgiving Mass presided by Fr. Reu; and 
the day ended with the teachers leaving, happy in 
the certain knowledge that they had spent a fruitful 
and an enjoyable day together, armed with teaching 
plans for the spiritual and religious formation of the 
students who will be in their care for the next twelve 
months.
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

SSAP is accepting donations in cash or in kind 
(potable water, ready-to-eat food, rice and 
clothes) for the flood victims of Rizal and 
Marikina. 

For cash/check donations, please give donations 
directly to the Parish Office and specify: ‘For flood 
victims of Rizal and Marikina’.

For check donations, please make check payable to 
SSAP - Restricted. 

For donations in kind, please drop them off at the 
designated Conference Rooms.

Deadline for donations: September 1, 2018

Thank you for your kind generosity!

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

SSAP would like to extend its utmost  
gratitude to all those who donated to the 
calamity victims of Pangasinan. 

We were able to raise P469,945.00. The 
full amount was turned over to Pangasinan 
by our Parish Priest, Fr. Reu, through  
Bishop Soc Villegas, last Saturday,  
August 18, 2018. The goods will be  
delivered to Pangasinan within the week. 

The cash donations will be used to  
purchase fertilizers for the 120 certified 
poor farmers whose crops were damaged 
during the calamity. 

May God bless you for your kind and  
generous hearts.

The Lord gives STRENGTH to His  
people; The Lord blesses His people 
with PEACE. 
                                          - Psalm 29:11
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