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Fraternal Love
By Andy Canoy

“As you did it to one of these, the least of My 
brethren, you did it to Me.” (Mt 25:40)

My definition of fraternal love is being with people 
that you can trust enough to help you. I’m the kind 
of person who loves being around people, but it 
didnt start out that way. As a kid, I was the shy 
type that struggled with making friends because 
I lacked self-esteem and felt the need to belong. 
It was a constant challenge until my older years 
when I grew confident enough to try and make 
new friends, not to feel a sense of belonging but 
for good reasons. Like a tree, fraternal love takes 
time to develop. When it matures, something 
beautiful will bear fruit.

As a Catholic, I express fraternal love by not 
only being nice 
to family and 
friends, but also 
giving back to 
the people who 
had helped me 
when I needed  
a s s i s t a n c e . 
Throughout my 
whole life, I’ve 
met some of the 
most amazing  
people ever. 
Each of them 

no matter how small their role was, did help 
shape me into the man I am today. Sometimes 
we take kindness for granted. We don’t realize 
that one small act can make a big difference in  
somebody’s life. Who knows? Maybe that person 
will return the favor in some way, someday.

One moment where I felt and shared love  
immensely was when I joined Antioch and SYA. 
Being part of a youth group was something that 
didn’t cross my mind back then. But I took that 
chance because maybe it would help me be a  
better Catholic and get closer to God. To my  
suprise, it was more than just that. I not only 
learned more about my faith but also became 
close friends with individuals I now consider my 
second family. Maybe you don’t need to travel 
far and find fraternal love. Love is something that 
doesn’t need to be seen in order to be felt.
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Holy Communion for those who cannot  
attend Mass

By Sean Cannon

EMHC CORNER

At SSAP, we are often faced with having an  
incapacitated loved one who is unable to attend Mass. 
Of course, it is natural to be concerned about that  
person’s continued spiritual comfort.

Let’s try and address some Frequently Asked  
Questions, as to how Holy Communion may be  
distributed to the homebound. As long as one knows 
and understands the rules, they are not difficult at all 
to follow.

This is good to know, where do I start? Well, it’s easy. 
If your loved one is in an institution, there may already 
be regular visits by a priest.  Please check schedules 
with the institution. If the person is homebound, please 
call the Parish Office at 843-8830. You could also  
approach a priest or even an EMHC.

Hmm, what if her home falls under a different  
Parish...? Each Parish is restricted to its own territo-
ry and you should approach the Parish responsible 
for the patient’s area. If you need advice, please still  
approach the Parish Office. We’ll see how we can 
help.

You mentioned rules? Yes, indeed. The rules are  
designed to protect the Catholic faith from harm. Our 
Church consists of over a billion people representing 
almost every culture on earth – and the differences 
can cause friction. A single repository of consistently 
applied rules makes it much easier to protect the faith.

Well, rules make things difficult! Yes, they can. But 
as mentioned, the Church’s rules have a specific  
purpose -- to protect the faith. They are not designed 
to inhibit, but to enable, yet in a way that protects the 
faith. We all know the chaos that is EDSA and how the 
rules that govern the use of EDSA are flouted every  
moment of every day. What would it be like if everyone 
obeyed the rules? Well, OK, analogies aren’t perfect, 
but I think you understand.

My loved one is just not well enough to come to Mass! 
We do want to help, and we will, but within the rules.

OK, and ...? Well, the rule is: Holy Communion must 
be administered by someone ordained or lay, who is 
selected, trained, commissioned and permitted to do 
so. The permitted include the Clergy, acolytes and 
EMHCs.

EMHCs? How precisely? Well, Canon Law permits  
laypersons to assist -- with some of the priest’s  
functions -- under certain circumstances. One of these 
functions is distribution of Holy Communion (Canons 
230 & 910). Read with the “General Instruction on the 
Roman Missal” (GIRM) we see that this assistance 
is necessary as the faithful “...are not permitted to 
take the consecrated bread or the sacred chalice by  
themselves...” (GIRM #160). The document  
“Redemptionis Sacramentum” (RS #94) which is  
specific about the handling of Holy Communion, con-
firms the GIRM.

OK, so if I wish to take Holy Communion to my loved 
one at home, I can’t just get a Host from the EMHC? 
Correct. If you have not been specifically permitted 
to distribute Holy Communion, then you cannot as-
sist in distributing Holy Communion. GIRM forbids 
the passing of Holy Communion “from one to anoth-
er”. An EMHC, in passing Holy Communion to you for  
distributing to another, would be violating this rule.

I do hope that this article is useful to you and answers 
your questions.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH PRIEST

Dear Co-journeyers:

Peace and every blessing!

Without dramatically noticing  
it, the “ber” months are 
here again. The songs we 
will be hearing bring us an  
anticipatory feelings of the 
season that is so special to 
us – a season that brings out 
the best in us too. But for us, 
belonging to the community 
of Santuario de San Antonio  
Parish, we cannot afford to 
look too far away, simply  
because our FrancisFest 2018 
is just around the corner. We  
will formally launch it next 
weekend. Our collective  
endeavor and activities will 
be inspired and guided by 
the theme: “Francis, Lover of 
the Poor.” Like our father and 

founder, we too are called to 
do the same and continue his 
legacy of being a Poverello. 

The theme of our Parish  
Bulletin for this month of  
September is Fraternal 
Love. As rallying point of our  
reflection, this serves as 
an awareness build-up on  
knowing the different outreach 
programs of our parish as 
well as where and how we r 
esponsibly manage the  
donations entrusted to our  
parish care. Fraternal love is 
simply a gospel-in-action. For 
our recollection, the motto of 
our parish: “We serve because 
we pray”, expresses that we 
dare to take responsibility, 
willing to take care and even 
ready to take the risk in being 
a catalyst to alleviate the lives 
and future of our sisters and 
brothers who have less in life. 

It is my humble prayer that this 
occasion, FrancisFest 2018, 
will not only challenge us to 
become generous stewards 
of God’s blessings, but also 
lead us to a greater solidarity  
and involvement with our  
different social services and  
development ministries, as 

well as, foster better collaboration  
and cooperation among our  
parishioners on behalf of those 
in need of compassion, care and 
comfort. Our fraternal love is a 
call and journey both to our own 
humanization at the same time, 
holiness. 

Your Co-pilgrim in life and faith,

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
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The Friars and their Missions
By Fr. Napoly Pasion, OFM

Santuario de San Antonio Parish is one of the 
16 churches being ministered by the Province 
of San Pedro Bautista (Luzon). SSAP is also 
one of the two Franciscan (OFM) entities in the  
Philippines, the other being the Custody of St.  
Anthony of Padua (Visayas and Mindanao). 
Among these 16 churches, three are located  
in Cagayan, three in Isabela, two in Nueva  
Vizcaya, two in Bicol and six are in Metro Manila.  
There are 48 friars who are administering their  
sacramental and pastoral needs.  

The main thrust of the parish ministry is the Basic 
Ecclesial Community (BEC).   Annually, the Office  
for Missions and Evangelization -- thru the  
Provincial Animator for Parish Ministry -- holds 
the Pastors’ Conference in order to gather the 
friars and talk about their life in relation to their  
ministry. The office also holds the Franciscan 
Pastoral Assembly every other year to bring the 
friars and lay leaders together to talk about their 
collaboration in parish ministry.   

Aside from parish ministry, the fri-
ars are managing five schools that 
are located in Metro Manila and of-
fer Basic Education, Undergraduate  
and Graduate programs. They are 
also doing missio ad gentes in  
Morocco, Libya, Israel, USA, Sri  
Lanka, Japan, Italy and Myanmar. 
They are engaged in parish ministry, 
formation work, administrative jobs 
and serving Filipinos working abroad.  

Likewise, lay people are being  
recognized as important collaborators  

in the missionary endeavors of the church and 
the Franciscan mission. Through the Franciscan  
Missionary Union (FMU), interested lay people  
-- who want to be part of this mission -- are  
being formed in the Franciscan Lay Missionary 
Program (FLMP). They will undergo Human, 
Christian and Franciscan formations to be molded 
and equipped for their mission. As of now, there 
are 12 lay missionaries who are actively engaging  
themselves in Franciskanong GALA (Gabay Aral 
sa Lansangan), the present mission of FLMP. 
They, together with the FMU director and a  
student friar, are teaching street children basic  
literacy and Catechism.  

Other collaborators are not directly involved in 
Franciscan missions; however, they generously 
share their financial and material support. The 
Province, in this sense, is extending gratitude 
to those who are financially assisting in order to  
continue its missions both ad intra and ad extra.
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Not Fake News, but Good News
By Virgilio S. Del Mundo, Jr, OFM

Master, Temporary Professed Friars

I was 25 years old when I decided to enter the 
seminary in 2002. When my relatives learned 
about my priestly vocation, they all recommended  
the Franciscans since they had been serving in 
the chapel administered by these friars. A long 
process of discernment and reflection followed 
not because I wanted to convince my family of 
my desire, but because I wanted to convince  
myself that God was truthfully calling me. I  
wanted to tell the world that it is not “fake news”. 
God is indeed calling me and I have to be hon-
est with myself and just follow the call. And so I 
did. Year after year, I believe that they have seen 
changes in terms of my conviction to pursue this 
road less traveled. 

16 years after my discernment, I still hold on to 
the truth that God is generous in calling us to look 
deeper into our lives. Life is well spent when we 
have the desire and the courage to find alternative 
ways of thinking and behaving. There is a need to 
move away from the realities of compromising our 
faith and even our life to such desires that do not 
guarantee fullness of life.

As a Franciscan priest, I have experienced the 
generosity of those with whom I have journeyed 

in the ministry. These are the people who share 
in the same vision of finding ways to make their 
life more meaningful: by either serving the church 
through the poor or helping the church and 
our Franciscan religious communities through 
all our endeavors. We could never thank you 
enough, especially the community of Santuario 
de San Antonio Parish, for helping us realize and  
actualize our dreams for the betterment of the 
lives of the poor through our ministries and new 
forms of evangelization. Hence, your generosity 
continues to challenge us to discern and respond 
to the demands of our ministries that serve as  
inspirations to lead a life worthy to be called  
humans. 

In a world today -- where much seems to be fake 
or false -- your generosity led us to hold on to the 
truth that we can still give hope to the hopeless 
and the hapless. We also continue to find new 
ways to promote Franciscan vocation. This is 
not fake news! This is good news! We all have a 
vocation that invites us to respond to the call of 
participating in the enterprise of truth. To our dear 
friends from Santuario de San Antonio, may God 
reward the truthfulness of your generosity!
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of Sins    
   Committed Against the Immaculate Heart of  
   Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass
-  Novena to St. Anthony after all Masses on  
   Tuesday
-  Exposition of St. Anthony’s Relic after all  
   Masses on Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus every  
   Friday after the 6:00 pm Mass
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes to receive 
Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities

Community: A Friar’s First  
Ministry

By Br. Aaron Boter Batistis

One of the identifying  
characteristics of the  
Franciscan life is his  
community. More than the habit 
we wear or the prayer we say, it 
is the community that gives each 
friar his sense of identity. 

Our sense of identity emanates 
from our shared experience of 
living, praying, and recreating  
together in the community -- 
even decisions are discerned 
and made communally. In this 
way, we practice ministering 
to the needs of our brothers, 
whether in an established or  
inserted community. This is very 
important because whatever a 
friar’s experience of community  
life may be, spills over to his 
choice of ministry and pastoral 
style or approach. If a friar is 
happy, accepted, and loved in 
the community, then his minis-
try will also be a ministry of joy,  
acceptance, and love. 

But no community is immune  
from disagreements and  
heartaches; even the most  
loving and accepting community 
falls prey to human weakness. 
Our rule of life, honed from 
the experience of our father,  
Francis, admonishes us that 
pains and disagreements are  
not to be used as an excuse to  
miss common meals and other  
common activities - we  
remain present to our brothers  
however awkward or  
inconvenient. For ours is a  
community built not through 
the strength of our arguments, 
but by the strength of our  
relationships.



August 26, 2018

7

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

SEPTEMBER
CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

September 1 (Saturday) First Saturday
September 7 (Friday) First Friday
September 8 (Saturday) Feast of the Birth 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Regular Saturday 
Mass
September 12 (Wednesday) Memorial of the 
Holy Name of Mary
September 14 (Friday) Feast of the Triumph of 
the Cross
September 15 (Saturday) Memorial of Our 
Lady of Sorrows
September 21 (Friday) Feast of St. Matthew, 
Apostle
September 28 (Friday) St. Lorenzo Ruiz and 
Companions, Martyr
September 29 (Saturday) Sts. Michael,  
Gabriel and Raphael, Archangels

We can put quote here
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