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Christ the King and His Kingdom
By Fr. Jamil Albert, OFM

When the kingdoms (Southern/Northern) of Israel were 
exiled, the hope for God’s rule over the earth by the kings 
of Israel seemed to have come to end. God would not, 
did not, and will never abandon His people even in the 
midst of all trials of exiles. Therefore, all the prophesies 
reveal the hope for the re-establishment of an enduring 
and everlasting kingdom in a salvific plan of God, despite 
Israel’s unfaithfulness. God did not abandon His plan to 
reign over the entire world through His own appointed 
King (Isiah 35:1-4, 8-10; 40:9-11). Hence, if the kingdom 
of God is to be manifested over the entire universe, and if 
Israel is to be a light to the nations, it can only be through 
the Messianic king (Isiah 9:1-7; 42:1-9), who is also  
symbolized in the image of a “Shepherd” (Jer.23:3-4)  
who would bring His people back home from where 
they have been driven, and God alone would be their 
king forever (Zech. 14:9) and the entire earth would be 
filled with the glory of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea (Hab.2:14). Prophet Isiah speaks of the “Suffering  
Servant” who shall be lifted up and shall be exalted  
(Isiah 52:13; 53:3-5), which is about Jesus’s kingly  
exaltation on the Cross. His passion, and death on 
the cross is necessary for the end-time kingdom to be  
established. Whereas the Prophet Daniel sees a vision 
of the “Son of Man” who will be triumphant over all the 
enemies of God and of His people, and eventually will 
establish the reign of God which will never pass away 
(Dan.7:22). It is also realized in the words of Simeon and 
Anna, and all who were waiting for the redemption of  
Jerusalem (Luke 2:29-38).

At the Annunciation the Archangel Gabriel announces to 
Mary that the Child will take up the throne of His father 
David; so Jesus’ kingship is confirmed in both ways: as 
a son of David (human) and Son of God (Divine); in Him, 
the God-man, human and divine kingship are united.  
Jesus also declared it, in the beginning of His earthly 
ministry, by saying that the kingdom of God is at hand 

(Mt.3:2). Jesus’ claim throughout has been so definite 
that the Pharisees, the scribes, the elders, and the chief 
priests make this the basis of their charge against Him 
before Pilate, that He said that “He is Christ a king”, 
therefore it was written on the cross, “the King of the 
Jews”. Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem is also an 
evidence of His Kingship, and His hour has come. 

Jesus, Himself taught that His kingdom is spiritual or 
is not from this world, which is a clear statement to the  
origin of His kingdom, which is from heaven and  
therefore is eternal. Earthly kingdoms are based upon 
material power, e.g. sword, wealth, etc. but His kingdom 
is based on righteousness (Mt.5:20). The earthly rulers 
have a selfishness/favoritism etc. but Jesus’ principle is 
spirit, truth, grace, glory, peace, service, and sacrifice.  
The earthly kingdoms are geographically limited,  
whereas the kingdom of Christ the King is universal; 
Jews and Gentiles, righteous and sinners etc. all are to 
share in the privileges of His Kingdom. Therefore, the 
mandate Jesus gave to His disciples was to go and make 
disciples of all the nations (Mt.28:19).

I wish you all a very Spirit-filled Solemnity of Christ the 
King.
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Social Media Bullying
By Alex Li

There was a time in my life as a teenager when I was 
bullied. I don’t remember for what specific reason but I 
remember instances and exactly how those instances 
made me feel. During class, the chat notebook would 
be passed to all my seatmates except me. At lunch and 
recess, my former group of friends would hurry out the 
door -- not telling me where we were eating for lunch 
-- which was a sign that I was no longer welcome in the 
group. There was a time that I found a hurtful note on 
my desk. All these little things hurt me and affected the 
way I saw myself during my formative years. Grade 6 
and 7 were nightmares!

Two years ago, I found my 16-year-old sister crying in 
her room. She was going thru the exact same thing 
I went through -- or so I thought. She explained that 
there were some girls in school who were bullying her 
by keeping her out of the loop and not responding to 
her questions. When the teacher would let them choose 
their own group mates, she was the last member to get 
picked. When she would get picked, her role is given to 
her at the last minute and she would get blamed for not 
being able to finish her part of the work. 

I gave her advice based on my experiences. I thought 
that since I was able to recover so quickly, that things 
would eventually blow over. I told her to keep busy, to 
pray and know that her family is here for her, always. 
I expected her to bounce back the way I did and for 
the bullying to stop. However, in spite of the school’s 

efforts and my family members’ advice, the situation did 
not change. Why? I realized that what she was going 
thru was different from my own experience.

In the 90s, when I was labeled or bullied, my labels and 
bullies were confined within the 4 walls of the school. 
What does it mean to be a growing teen in the year 
of heightened social media? Today, one’s labels and 
bullies extend to where you are present and where 
you can be reached. On private online chats, imagine  
being a part of a chat group and suddenly being  
ignored and not acknowledged when all other  
questions are answered. Imagine people posting things 
on your wall that look innocent and harmless but take a 
direct hit on your self-confidence. These are just some 
of a few things that kids experience today. Suddenly, 
places outside school are no longer safe places. Homes 
are places where one can be bullied online when alone 
in thought and where one can cry alone -- sometimes 
to the point of contemplating what it’s like to disappear 
from the world.

What can we do? Equip the children with moral 
strength. Nourish the children’s spirituality so that they 
may be guided by things that are morally correct. We 
are lucky to have the Youth of San Antonio ministries 
-- Luke, Antioch, Single Young Adults and Faith in  
Action -- which surround the youth with love, support  
and God-centered activities thru serving others. My 
joining SYA shifted my perspective from myself to 
others. It opened my eyes to other people’s realities,  
which are much worse than mine. It is a venue for  
little epiphanies and little conversions that I have  
always cherish. What makes it perfect is that I am able 
to experience these little milestones in life together  
with others who are going thru the same or similar  
experiences. 

Last year, my sister transferred schools and is slowly  
continuing her spiritual growth. Although she is not yet 
part of the ministries, I am slowly involving her and 
our cousins in the youth activities. She grows stronger  
every day, knowing that she is not alone -- thru  
community prayers, service and an outpour of love 
from our newfound family, Single Young Adults. If you 
are reading this, please pray for those who are going 
thru cyber bullying -- especially those who are alone 
in thought and who do not know where to seek help – 
so that God may intervene their thoughts and envelop 
them with His love.
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When we became Christians, 
we were given the distinct  
privilege of being a part of 
God’s loving family. In the  
process of being Christians, we 
also became Catholics. This 
privilege comes with a very  
distinct responsibility: A mission 
from Jesus Christ Himself Who 
said, “Go and make disciples of 
men.”

Pope Paul VI once said that 
evangelizing means bringing  
the Good News into every  
human situation and seeking to 
convert individuals and society 
by the power of the Gospel. The 
mission demands that we work 
for the conversion of humanity. 
We all must be converted — 
and continue to be converted! 
We must allow and let the Holy  
Spirit change our lives! 
 
Our Baptism attaches a duty 
to our lives in ways that we will 
always find difficult to imag-
ine. We really do have to study 
our priorities. For instance, 
being Christians, we think 

that the mission only limits  
Evangelization to our  
personal relationship with  
Jesus Christ. However, as 
Catholics, our relationship 
with Jesus is based on our  
relationship with His  
community that He founded,  
the Church. As part of this 
community, we spread the  
values and ideals of  
brotherhood, justice, and mercy  
by our example and our 

words. Because faith 
is not something that  
happens to each of 
us, individually or  
privately. The Gospel  
also speaks to  
society, with its values,  
ethics, and rules. The 
Gospel must overflow 

from each heart until the presence 
of God transforms all facets of the 
human psyche. 
 
Our mission is very clear: to spread 
the Good News of salvation. Yet 
most times, we are intimidated by 
it. I would say, “Don’t worry.” Those 
times when you believe you have 
failed God, just try again. The only 
time you can fail God is when you 
stop trying. 

Mission: To Spread the Good News
By Norman Camungol

LECOM CORNER



The Meaning of Imitation of Christ
By Mel Zervoulakos

As a Secular Franciscan, “Imitation of Christ” entails 
living a life of holiness. Therefore, I am not just to 
avoid sin and be a good person, but also, I need to be 
purified; I need to be emptied; I need to be humbled.

All these I put into practice way back before I became 
a Secular Franciscan -- having a soft spot for the  
underprivileged; treating my household members 
as part of my family; teaching them how to pray the  
Rosary, how to read, understand the Bible and live 
their lives accordingly.

It had been my advocacy to sponsor seminarians to 
the priesthood and by God’s grace, 17 of them have 
succeeded in becoming priests, so far.  

I grow in Holiness by living in Christ. I need to get to 
know Christ and develop a personal relationship with 
Him thru a life of daily prayer.

Getting to know Christ means getting to know more 
about Him thru reading, studying and reflecting on the 
Bible. I need to immerse myself in the Word of God 
each and every day. This is how my mind and heart 
are transformed, as I ingest the wisdom that is from 
High.

Imitation of Christ also means availing of personal 
pastoral support from other Christians.

Imitation of Christ is not just a call to Holiness. It is 
also a call to discipleship. As a disciple I ought to see 
in the cross:

     Victory hidden in defeat.
     Power shrouded in weakness.
     Glory clothed in ignominy.   

As a Secular Franciscan, I have to share Christ and to 
share Christ is to evangelize!

The gift I have received, I give as a gift to others. 
To share Christ is to evangelize others, so that they 
too, might “meet Him and start living in Him.” Every  
Christian is supposed to be an evangelizer. The 
Church herself is a missionary community.

I do my evangelizing by going with a group of  
charismatic friends, to reach out to people who  
hunger to know Christ, every Thursday, in Molino, 
Cavite. In my personal capacity, I’ve been giving 
catechetical instructions (kindergarten-6th grade) to 
public school students in San Juan, Batangas, every  
Wednesday-Thursday.

TO EVANGELIZE IS TO OBEY JESUS’ FINAL  
INSTRUCTIONS BEFORE HE ASCENDED TO 
HEAVEN.     
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RANDOM THOUGHTS  
Voices from Yesterday and Today…

St. Catherine Zoe Laboure  
and the Miraculous Medal

By Peachy Maramba

Catherine Laboure

It was to a very unremarkable, simple woman who 
had received no formal education, leading a most  
unremarkable life, that led into something most  
remarkable to happen.

Catherine Laboure, a humble and modest 24-year old 
French novitiate at the Mother House of the Daughters 
of Charity in Paris, France, was visited three times by 
the Blessed Mother. On the second appearance on 
November 27, 1830, our Lady told her, “My daughter, 
the Good Lord wishes to entrust you with a mission.”

Her Mission

She was to have a medal made following the image 
she portrayed: the Blessed Virgin standing on a white 
globe signifying Earth, her feet crushing the head of 
a greenish serpent, and with her hands outstretched 
to all who ask her assistance. Dazzling rays of light 
stream from her hands. Mary explained that these are 
the symbols of the graces she gives to those who ask 
for them and assuring all, that no one who seeks her 
intercession will be left unaided.

There was a glowing oval frame around the  
Virgin Mary with these golden letters along the outer  
edges: “Oh, Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 
who have recourse to thee.”

With the image turned, the reverse side showed 12 
stars around a large letter “M” with a bar through it and 
a cross over it. Beneath the “M” were the two hearts: 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus crowned with thorns and 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary pierced by a sword.

Then a voice told her, “Take this image and have it 
made into a medal. All who wear it will be blessed and 
filled with graces through the protection of the Virgin 
Mary, especially if they wear it around the neck.”

Similar visions continued to appear to Catherine for 
about a year telling her to have the medal made. 
Not wanting to attract any attention to herself and  
wanting to remain anonymous, Catherine only related  
what happened to Monsignor Jean Marie Aladel, 
her confessor, who at first was most skeptical. She 
told him that our Lady said that she wanted them to  
develop a devotion to the Immaculate Conception 
(in anticipation of the declaration of her dogma on  
December 8, 1854) and the medal was to be the 
means to this end. She also wanted made one statue 
of our Lady of the Miraculous Medal and one of her 
holding the globe.

When her skeptic confessor finally believed Catherine, 
he took the bold step of seeking Archbishop Quelen 
of Paris’ permission. When he gave it, the first fifteen 
hundred medals were made and freely distributed in 
June 1832.

Soon thousands of devotees were seen wearing it. 
Even the Pope himself took great pains to spread it, 
finding in it a way to bolster the waning faith of the 
people.

As promised, almost instantaneously, a great number  
and variety of hearings, (continued on page 6...)



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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changes of heart, marvelous  
favors and wonders and other 
miraculous events were reported  
by those wearing the medal. 
It is no wonder that the medal  
originally called the Medal of the 
Immaculate Conception began to 
be called the “Miraculous Medal”.

For the next 46 years, Catherine  
continued working in humility 
and obscurity in a hospice for the 
aged as the convent’s portress, 
welcoming visitors, all the while 
keeping her secret, seeking no 
publicity or honor for herself.

It was only eight months before 
her death that Catherine admitted 
to one of her superiors her role as 
recipient of this great vision of the 
blessed Mother. Members of her 
community were shocked that this 
aloof, matter-of-fact, even distant 
and unimportant nobody was the 
one who had started the now- 
famous and very popular practice  

of wearing the “miraculous  
medal”. Even her superiors were 
incredulous as they believed that 
Catherine was almost apathetic  
regarding her faith. She died 
peacefully on December 31, 
1876 knowing that she had  
accomplished her mission.

She was canonized on July 
27, 1947 by Pope Pius XII. Her  
perfectly preserved body can be 
seen under the altar of our Lady 
of the Globe on the left side of the 
Mother House of the Daughters of 
Charity at 140 Rue du Bac, Paris 
where the three apparitions took 
place.

The Feast

The feast of Our Lady of the  
Miraculous Medal (an Optional  
Memoria) is celebrated with great 
solemnity on November 27. St. 
Catherine Laboure’s feast is  
celebrated on the very next day, 
November 28.

The Miraculous Medal

Let us always remember to thank 
Mary for her gift to us. “The  
Medal is a symbol of Mary’s love 
and a means for those who truly  
love Mary to show that love”. Let 
us always remember to thank 
St. Catherine Laboure who  
generously fulfilled her mission 
that we might enjoy the gift of grace 
through the Miraculous Medal. 
Let us not forget Father Aladel,  
Catherine’s spiritual director, who 
was the only one she confided in 
about her apparitions and who 
tirelessly worked hard to make 
Catherine’s mission a success.

(...continued from page 5: St. Catherine Zoe Laboure and the  
Miraculous Medal)
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Solemnity of Christ the King

November 25  (Sunday)
3:40 pm   Procession from Colegio de 
                    San Agustin (CSA) to SSAP
4:30 pm   Mass; Choir: Coro    
6:00 pm   Launch of Light-A-ParolDecember 2 is the 

First Sunday of Advent
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For it is in giving that we receive.

                      - St. Francis of Assisi

Try Gina Vi’s award-winning desserts!
Frozen Brazos (Karamelo, Dalandan, Dos Tsokolates,  
Kalamansi, Kape, Keso, Mangga, Milon, Mercedes, Pakwan, 
Presa, Tsokolate, Ube, Wasabi); Flavored Leche Flans 
(Keso, Tsokolate, Koko, Kape, Mangga)  
0917-8651130; ginavi2015@gmail.com; FB: Gina Vi


