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RANDOM THOUGHTS
Voices from yesterday and today…

By Peachy Maramba

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Did you know that in the world there is only 
one existing actual picture of the Blessed 
Mother, and it was she who gave it to us 488 
years ago? This picture is that of the Lady 
of Guadalupe found in the Basilica of the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico 
City.

Why She Came
In Mexico in 1531, about 20,000 people were 
mutilated, and their beating hearts were cut 
out of their living breasts in appeasement of 
the Sun and Serpent gods whom the Aztecs 
worshipped.

Meeting Juan
Much dismayed, Our Lady decided to come to her people’s 
rescue. She first appeared early one Saturday morning to a 
humble 57-year-old Indian convert. It was the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception, and the man was walking to Mass. 
“Juan Diego...Juanito” cried a soft and gentle voice amidst 
what sounded like a heavenly choir.

Her Appearance
As Juanito dashed uphill to the origin of the sound, he  
beheld a vision of a beautiful Indian girl who could not be 
older than 16 years of age, evidently pregnant. She wore an 
aqua mantle, a symbol of royalty, and a  black cross on a 
brooch on her neck. Intense rainbow colors surrounded her 
that the stones she stood on appeared jewel-like.

Her Request
After making herself known as the Virgin Mary to the dazed 
Juan, she instructed him to go to the Bishop, Fray Juan de 
Zumarraga, right away. She wanted Juan to tell him she 
wanted a church built on that exact spot so that she could 

help and console people. At the Bishop’s 
office, Juan waited almost all day before 
anyone took notice of him. It was due to his 
insistence that he was finally granted an  
audience with the Bishop. Alas, he was 
met with skepticism and doubt. Kindly but  
firmly, he was told that the Bishop would 
think it over.

Asked for a Sign
A dejected and disheartened Juan made 
his way back uphill, where he met the Virgin 
Mary and told her all that had happened. He 
was made to go back the next day with the 
same message. This time the Bishop asked 

him to come back with a sign. Mary promised she would 
give a sign if Juan would return on the dawn of Dec 11.

Unfortunately, a terrible crisis caused Juan to forget to  
return. Juan’s beloved uncle, with whom he lived, had  
become critically ill. Forgetting all else, he devoted himself 
to nursing him. Setting out at daybreak on Dec 12, Juan 
went in search of a priest for his dying uncle.

Suddenly remembering his broken appointment with our 
Lady, Juan avoided the path leading up to Tepeyac Hill. 
While Juan forgot her, she didn’t forget him. Accosting him, 
she told him not to worry about getting a priest as his uncle 
was already cured.

The Sign
She bade him go uphill again and pick flowers he would find 
there. Though doubting that flowers grew in such a rocky 
and frost-covered hill, Juan did as instructed. Imagine his 
shock and joy at seeing Castilian roses of all colors, in full 
summer bloom, dripping with dew. (continued on page 2...)
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THE ABCs OF CATHOLIC DOCTRINE
By Lianne Tiu

Waiting for the Coming
Advent is a two-in-one season. It is 
a double waiting: for the coming of 
Baby Jesus at Bethlehem and for the  
coming of Christ at the end of time.
      
Advent is a season when most of 
us are caught up in the hustle and  
bustle of Christmas — shopping,  
decorating, partying, cooking, caroling.  
It is a season when, more importantly,  
we should be preparing for the 
coming of Jesus into our hearts. 
There are several ways to prepare:  
donate, help someone, visit the lonely,  
attend Simbang Gabi, read the Bible,  
sacrifice, and pray. The best and 
simplest way to prepare for His  
coming is to make a good Confession  
— to ask God to forgive our sins 

through the proper channel — and  
invite others to do so. We try to  
remove all obstacles that prevent us 
from truly loving and serving Him.    
     
With clean hearts, we will be better 
disposed to receive Jesus, not only 
on Christmas Day, but also as often 
as we can in the Holy Eucharist. With 

clean hearts, we will be ready for His  
Second Coming at the end of our time 
and at the end of the world.  

Schedule of Confession:
Monday / Wednesday / Friday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm, 
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm, 
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm

For special Confession, please call the 
parish office.

(...continued from page 1: Our Lady 
of Guadalupe) Since he had nothing  
to carry the roses in, he used his  
tilma or rough cactus working apron. 
Bringing them back to Our Lady, she 
carefully arranged them on the tilma, 
tied it up tightly and told Juan to give 
them only to the Bishop.

The Miracle Uncovered
Juan rushed to tell the Bishop of Our 
Lady’s request and then gave him 
the tilma. When it lay open on the 
floor, roses cascaded out of it. The 
shocked Bishop fell to his knees as 
he gazed not at the flowers but on the 
tilma. There before their very eyes, 
as if in slow motion, was the image of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary taking form, 
a woman clothed with the sun and 
standing on the moon.

Her Appearance
The Indians in the room also fell to 
their knees as they beheld a heavenly  
queen dressed in aqua, a color  
reserved for royalty. She had stars 
on her cape and stood before the 
sun and atop the moon, signifying 
that she was greater than the Aztec 

sun god. But her downcast eyes 
showed great humility while the high 
waist of her gown indicated she was  
pregnant. What amazed them was 
the black cross she wore in her 
brooch because the Aztec Princess 
had just had a dream in which a black 
cross was the sign of a conqueror.

Her Request Granted
Mary got what she wanted, a church to 
honor her and 9 million conversions.  
The practice of the Aztec human  
sacrifice stopped. Today Mexico is 
90% Catholic.

Patroness of the Philippines
She comes to us as our  
Queen-Patroness because it was 
she who brought Christianity to the 
Philippines as she did in Mexico. It 
was the Pope himself who named 
her Patroness of the Philippines 
and Mexico because of our Lady’s  
primary mission of reconciliation,  
peace, and conversion. What  
happened in Mexico after our Lady 
visited them is considered the  
greatest evangelization that ever 
took place in the world.
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Vision for the Parish
By Rose Padilla Galvez

With a heart full of excitement and gratefulness, I 
look forward to what lies ahead!  I am honored to 
be chosen to serve as your next Parish Pastoral  
Council President.  I am deeply humbled by the 
strong support and encouragement that I have  
received from so many of you.   

There is cause for much jubilation for what God 
has done for our Parish!  He has enabled us to 
form various active ministries which serve the sick, 
the poor, the broken, the disenfranchised, people  
deprived of liberty, the youth, priests, families,  
parishioners, and communities. Throughout the 
years, He has allowed us to overcome daunting 
challenges in building a strong unified Church.  He 
has given us the means to do outreach services, 
pray together, form deep and special friendships 
with each other, and build a solid spiritual family. 

Our times now call for more dedicated and  
proactive ‘fishers of men.’  What is good and most 

evident is that there is a strong fire aglow in our 
Parish!  SSAP has various  ministries and services, 
all with enthusiastic and dedicated members.  Join 
hands with us as we strive to feed this flame even 
more, so that the Light and Love of Christ may burn 
ever brighter!  

In these coming years, let us collectively find ways 
to heighten our call to action to:

… God’s Call to Prayer, let us maximize the 
power of community prayer as our response to 
the challenges that our world is facing.   

… God’s Call to Service, as servant leaders, 
now is the time to reach out more to victims of 
calamities, the sick, the least, the last, and the 
lost in our community.  

… God’s Call to Deepening our  
Understanding of His Word, let us have talks 
and group sessions which will enable us to  
appreciate and defend our faith even more.  

… God’s Call to Unity in Christ, let us  
partner and coordinate with all our SSAP  
ministries and be a more positive and  
welcoming community.  

… God’s Call to Fellowship, let us build a 
vibrant and dynamic faith family.  Knowing that 
we are not alone is a great way to strengthen us 
in our spiritual journey.   

Together with you, my dear Parish family, it is with 
much enthusiasm that I look forward to spreading  
God’s Universal Message of Faith, Hope, and 
Love.  All for God’s greater Glory! 
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Four Attitudes of Advent
Patience . Service . Pondering . Forgiveness
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