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It Must be January
By Dennis Montecillo

It’s that time of the year – Sto. Niño time.

Apart from the Christ Child in Prague (a tradition that came 
later in history), there is no other Christian nation on earth 
that evokes as much devotion and attention as the Sto. 
Niño in the Philippines.

For Filipinos, and for Cebuanos, in particular, the Sto. Niño 
is such a fixture in our religious lives that it is easy to miss 
the details and skip the history behind them if you don’t 
pay attention. For example, did you ever notice that the  
medieval depiction of Christ the Child depicts Jesus as both 
king AND military ruler? The image is dressed in crimson, 
the color of royalty, of the Roman legion and of martyrdom, 
and is crowned like a king, carrying an orb and scepter, both  

symbols of authority. On the other hand, the image 
also wears metal boots like a soldier. These seemingly  
contradictory signs of a child and a mature person align 
nicely with the qualities of simplicity and humility together 
with prudence and wisdom. Among others, this dynamic 
contrast of child and mature person call to mind passages  
such as Mt 10:16 (“Be therefore wise as serpents, and 
guileless as doves”) and 1 Corinthians 14:20 (“Brethren, do 
not become children in mind, but in malice be children and 
in mind mature.”)

Indeed, the veneration of the Sto. Niño is a wonderful  
example of how God uses ordinary events to serve His 
purposes, e.g., to redirect the natural desires of our human 
hearts towards worship of Him. It is a wonderful example of 
Christian faith spontaneously lived Filipino-style. And this is 
how it should be, for faith only becomes true faith when it 
permeates a people’s culture.

The festivities that unfold annually in Cebu City and many 
other parts of the country at this time of the year evoke 
images of Psalm 149, i.e., “The Lord takes delight in His 
people... Sing to the Lord a new song of praise... Let them 
praise in the festive dance, let them sing praise to Him with 
timbral and harp. For the Lord loves His people, and adorns 
the lowly with victory…”

No less than St. John Paul II observed in 1981 that “… 
Four and a half centuries of fruitful interaction between the 
local culture and Christian message have resulted in this  
harmonious blending called ‘Filipino Christian culture.’  
God’s providence in the Philippines has truly been  
wonderful.” 

It is particularly poignant to note that concurrent with the 
Feast of the Sto. Niño is this week’s Parish Bulletin theme 
focusing on the youth and caring for other people. After 
all, our Lord Jesus deigned to come into this world as a  
helpless Infant. Who else but St. Mary and St. Joseph could 
He turn to for the care He needed?
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What is Continuing Catholic  
Development (CCD) to me?

By Vincent Tiu

I think the answer to that question has varied over 

the 8 years I have been at CCD. When I was 5, 

beginning my religious journey right at Level 1, 

I thought it was a cool time to hang out with my 

friends and learn about an old guy sitting up in the 

clouds with a halo above his head. Now, a little bit 

older and taller, my countless years at CCD have 

not only taught me so much about God, but also 

how my faith applies to my daily life, and how I 

can make better choices to follow God’s plan.

If I had to pick the most memorable person from 

CCD, it would have to be Teacher Rachel. Having 

the pleasure (hardship) of teaching me twice, she 

was also my last teacher in CCD, and I still give 

her hugs whenever I see her. I think she did a  

really good job at strengthening our class  

spiritually: instead of pushing her beliefs onto us, 

she challenged us to argue against her, only to 

destroy us with facts and logic. She strengthened 

our faith in our morals, which I think was very  

important, as in our increasingly liberalized world, 

where society has interweaved what is legal and 

what is moral, it has become increasingly harder 

to hold on to our beliefs. 

Teacher Rachel was also willing to drop the  

lesson plan in order to talk about birth control,  

suicide and other pressing issues. But most  

importantly, I admired the sacrifices she took to 

teach us: putting up with us (very hard), even if 

she had a sore throat or wasn’t feeling well, so 

that we learn to make our own sacrifices, like  

Jesus did for us. Sacrificing for others -- that’s 

what CCD is to me.
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Let’s Go to the Peripheries!
By Lianne Tiu

Pope Francis frequently tells us 
to go to the peripheries — the 
places of the poor. We think 
of the shanties, the prisons. 
We think of the homeless, the  
refugees, the jobless. The  
peripheries are more than a 
physical location or a social  
category. Poverty is not only 
material but spiritual. There are 
also the “existential peripheries”  
— places where people are 
hurt or abandoned, or find no  
meaning in their lives. They 
may be trapped in sins or  
addiction; they may be the  
bitter fruits of injustice, neglect, 
or ignorance. We do not have to 
look far; they can be right in our  
neighborhoods, in our own  
houses, in our families.

Love for God should motivate  
us to go out of our comfort  
zones, to go to the peripheries. 

We may be satisfied in doing 
some welfare work, but we are 
challenged to do better, to do 
more. We will go out and serve 
Him — in the sick and the  
suffering, in those struggling 
with alcohol or drug abuse, 
in the victims of bullying. We 
think of the increasing number 
of suicides especially among 
the youth. This is where we will 
go — to these people who are 
hurting.

Most of us are unaware that 
the greatest poverty — as the 
saints would remind us — is the 
loss of God: not to know Him, 
not to experience His mercy 
and compassion, and not to be 
aware of His beautiful plan of 
love for our lives.

As we truly care for others  
especially those in the  

peripheries, may they not 
only hear God’s words in us 
but may they also see Him in  
everything we do.

(Reference: “Lessons from the  
Peripheries: The Joy of the Gospel 
and our Continental Mission” by 
Archbishop Gomez)
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Our Beloved Young
By Jose Mari Chan

LECOM CORNER

As I reach the autumn of my years, I look at my 
children and grandchildren with a bit of concern  
for what lies ahead for them and our young  
Filipinos. We are now over 105 Million with 
the greater majority reaching the age of 25 or  
younger. The young today harbor some  
insecurities and fears about what is going on 
around them. At the rate our population is  
growing, roughly 2.5 Million per year, how will the 
quality of life be when our grandchildren reach 
the age of 60? Will we have enough resources to 
feed, satisfy and address their needs?

Meanwhile, the danger of war lurks beneath the 
surface. Will we be spared from this danger -- 
should wide-scale conflict break out? There is so 
much anger and hatred in the world. How do we 
spread kindness, tolerance and patience?

I am also concerned with the decreasing sense of 
spirituality among our Filipino youth. Fewer and 
fewer young Catholics go to Church. Do they still 

pray? Many young parents are so occupied with 
work and the struggle to keep ahead that they 
fail to prioritize or even give importance to the  
Catholic values by which they themselves were 
raised.

As their elders, parents and grandparents, we 
need to allay our youth regarding their fears and 
insecurities. We need to bring them closer to 
God. They need to pray once more and to do so  
fervently.

We should encourage and lovingly support 
the young. Make them realize that we are a  
community of faith, love and service, belonging to 
the family of God and His Church.

We are only the custodians of our children, God’s 
precious gifts to us. Let us partner with them in 
their life’s journey and work together to make this 
world truly, a better place to live in. 
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Second Chances
By Jan-B Banzon

I always look forward to reading the SSAP Parish 
Bulletin and I love it! My mom, Lita Banson, makes it 
a point to get me a copy weekly because I now live 
farther away and no longer go to SSAP for many of 
my Sunday Masses. 

It was in 2014 when I read about a Good Friday 
event on the Seven Last Words. One of the speakers 
was a Makati City Jail (MCJ) inmate named Sherley.  
Coincidentally, the Makati Rotary Club J.P.Rizal, 
which I was just introduced to, was going to visit MCJ 
so I joined them and I met Sherley again during that 
visit. I got to learn more about her story and I also 
extended her some help. 

I am particularly drawn to the Prison Ministry  
because of the Bible passage, “When I was in prison,  
did you visit Me?” Inmates today are like those  
people with leprosy in Jesus’ time. People judge 
them, avoid them and are afraid of them, but in my 
case, the PDLs (Persons Deprived of Liberty) have 
a special place in my heart. Like myself, they too  
deserve a second chance. 

I am 63 years old. I suffered from arteriovenous 
(AV) malformation in June 2006 (similar to brain  
aneurysm), at the age of 49. I was admitted in The 
Medical City for 40 days -- 2 weeks in the ICU and 
2 weeks in coma. This is my second life. It was a 
miracle that I was healed with the help of prayers 
of friends and family and the will of God. We have a 
God of second chances. 

When I heard that the SSAP Prison Ministry gives 
regular Monday Catechism classes at 
MCJ, I decided to join them. Since then, 
I have always been happy to share what 
I know and read about God, Jesus and 
His life. I teach the PDLs about the  
Rosary, the Devotion to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, the Divine Mercy Chaplet Prayer 
and a personal favorite, the Sacrament 
of Confession. Hearing their stories and 
aspirations for conversion inspire me to 
serve and continue what I am doing. 

I have since expanded my efforts to linking up with 
jails through common friends who have connections  
with other institutions, such as, Caritas Manila,  
Philippine Jesuit Prison Service (PJPS), Bilibid,  
Pasay City Jail, and Cavite Provincial Jail. 

It has been a privilege to visit these jails and to fulfill  
God’s will. Every visit allows me to learn, share  
understand, encourage and remind the PDLs that 
God is in control. I teach them to hope and stay  
positive. Ironically, my countless personal learnings  
from the PDLs comes up to so much more,  
compared to the little I share with them.

With a little regret, I wish that I had been part of a 
parish ministry during my younger years and I also 
wish I got hold of a Parish Bulletin when I was still 
going to Mass at SSAP back in the 80’s. Even at age 
63, I realize that it is never too late to be involved 
and to perform spiritual and corporal works of mercy,  
on top of attending Mass, receiving Communion,  
going to Confession, reflecting on the Mysteries of 
the Rosary and attending retreats and recollections.  
Call me a late bloomer; I would say, everything  
happens in God’s perfect time. 

I invite you readers to join us at MCJ (Makati City 
Jail) or TCJ (Taguig City Jail) even once. 

If you want to know more about the ministry and its 
programs or just hear more about our experiences,  
we would love to share them with you. You may  
contact me, Jan-B or Rj Limpo, through the Parish 
Office, at 843-8830. 



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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Vamos a Dios!
By Javier Luis Gomez

PARISH BULLETIN

On January 11, the Parish had a 
small simple send-off for the World 
Youth Day delegation going to  
Panama City. This small group of 
young adults is going to fly halfway 
around the world to take part in an 
event that brings young Catholics 
together in a festival of faith and  
celebration.

But this is no leisurely vacation. This 
is a pilgrimage. It is a word that may 
have lost its essence as the world 
has shifted more to a speedier, more 
globalized, more instantaneous  
place. Once upon a time, a  
pilgrimage was a long, gruelling 
and uncertain endeavor, filled with 
its own risks and challenges. But 
the pilgrims felt like the journey was 

worth undertaking, even if there were 
some fears that held them back.

Our SSAP delegation hopes to  
experience something a little bit like 
that. Though they cannot do it in the 
way it was done before, they will 
embrace the unfamiliar in their own 
small ways.

In Panama, they will be welcomed 
into foster houses for homestay. 
They will encounter and live with 
people they have never met, and 
they will open themselves up to  
being welcomed in strangers’ 
homes. They will have to navigate 
in spite of language barriers, and  
unfamiliar customs and cultural  
habits. It is a chance to meet people 
with different ways of being Catholic,  
and to open themselves to the 
variety of experiences offered to 
them.

To them we say, “goodbye” and  
“a Dios.” “Goodbye” which derives 
from “God be with ye.” A blessing we 
impart on them, that they may move 
with God by their side and in their 
hearts. And in the spirit of pilgrimage 
we say “a Dios,” or literally, “to God”, 
which also invites them to move  
towards the Lord in the journey.

We pray for their successful and 
meaningful pilgrimage!
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SSAP All-Dressed Up Last Christmas

Altar Decorations and Belen designed  
by Mr. Anton Barreto

Christmas Wreath  
by Ms. Tina Ocampo

EMHC at the Christmas Eve Mass

Church Decors by Light-A-Parol  
Chairperson, Kit Zobel

Coro at the Christmas Eve Mass

ECUMENICAL SERVICE FOR UNITY 
AMONG CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

Every year since 1993, the National Council of 
Churches of the Philippines (NCCP) and the  
Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines 
(CBCP) have been working together for the annual  
celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian  
Unity. This is a joint effort to promote unity among 
different Christian churches in the Philippines.

For this year’s celebration, there will be an  
Ecumenical Service, which will be held in our 
Church on Friday, January 25, 2019, 7:00pm.  
Other participating Churches are Church of the Holy  
Trinity, Union Church, Methodist Church, UCCP and 
Salvation Army.

The theme of this year’s celebration is “Justice, 
Only Justice, You shall pursue.” (Deuteronomy 
16:20).

We hope you can join us on this important  
celebration and be part of the work towards  
universal brotherhood.  See you on January 25!
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“Pit Señor! Viva Pit Señor”


