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Giving Back
By Jose Mari Chan

I always say that GOD has gifted each one of us 
with an individual talent. And how we use that  
talent is our gift back to GOD. 

The famous Jesuit historian, Fr. Horacio de la 
Costa, wrote that the Filipino may be a pauper 
but he is blessed with two JEWELS. The Jewel of 
FAITH and the Jewel of MUSIC. 

Indeed, we are witnessing in our country today a 
Spiritual Renaissance. As a Christian nation, we 
are now a major exporter of priests to the world. 
We have become what Ireland was in the early 
1900s. Filipino priests are now serving all over the 
U.S. and Europe as well.

Being the recipient of the Gift of Christianity 500 
years ago, we are now “giving back” to the rest of 
the world.

In Music and the Arts, on the other hand, we 
are proving to the world -- time and time again, 
year after year -- that our Filipino musicians,  
performers and artists are among the best. They 
have excelled on Broadway in New York and in 
the West End in London and in many other parts 
of the globe.

Here we are, as parents, faced with the challenge 
of “giving back” to GOD the talent and the gift 
that HE has generously and abundantly blessed 
us with. In the field of Arts and Music, most of us 
parents have been supportive of our children and 
grandchildren in encouraging them to develop 
their talent.

In the matter of our FAITH, should we not also 
guide them in loving the Holy Eucharist as 
the center of our belief? Should we not also  
encourage those who are inclined towards a  
vocation to the priesthood? After all, our children 
are also precious gifts from GOD.
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An Unexpected Gift to a Gifted Youth
By Barbie Young

On February 
11, 1858, while 
walking with 
her sister and 
a friend along 
the River Gave, 
1 4 - y e a r - o l d  
B e r n a d e t t e 
Soubirous hears 
a noise and 
sees a beautiful 
young woman in 
the hollow of the 
rock. This was 
the first of 18 

apparitions of the Virgin Mary to Bernadette; the 
last of which was on July 16, 1858.   

It is no coincidence that the Blessed Virgin Mary 
appeared and gave her message to a youth -- 
a girl of 14, who was very poor that the family  
had to live in a one-bedroom former prison.  
Bernadette was also very sickly, a condition  
exacerbated by poverty, and intellectually  
challenged, that her teachers deemed her  
unteachable. Her humble background and lack 
of education made her story inconceivable and 
impossible. But her youthful persistence and 
exuberance, sincerity and humility paid off,  

of her conception, by the singular grace and  
privilege of Almighty God and in view of the  
merits of Jesus Christ the Savior of the human race,  
preserved free from all stain of original sin.  

While the apparitions occurred more than a  
century ago, the Blessed Virgin Mary’s message,  
particularly to the youth, is timeless and still  
relevant today.  The message of Lourdes is a call 
to personal conversion, prayer and charity.  In this 
age of abortion, sterilization, alcoholism, addictive  
behavior and the like, she wants to remind the 
youth that her embrace of maternal comfort is 
only a prayer away; that they have a mother who 
cares and a mother who can do something by the 
power of her intercession with her Son. When we 
struggle with purity, family crises, depression, etc. 
the Blessed Mother knows and understands be-
cause after all she, too, was a mother, and will 
forever be everyone’s mother.  

Today, the shrine at Lourdes is one of the most 
popular and venerated pilgrimage destinations 
in the world. A total of 67 official miraculous  
healings have been recognized. Let us all  
continue to pray to Mary, Health of the Sick,  
Refuge of Sinners and the Comfort of the Afflicted 
to implore her motherly intercession. 

virtues that the youth of  
today can emulate.  After 
3 ½ years of investigation,  
it was affirmed by the 
Church that the Blessed  
Virgin Mary had indeed  
appeared to Bernadette.

Our Lady revealed herself  
to Bernadette as The  
Immaculate Conception 
-- from the first moment 

Mill where St Bernadette lived

Our Lady of Lourdes

Bed of St Bernadette
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The Sacred Vessels
By Sean Cannon

EMHC CORNER

At SSAP we are currently going 
through the process of having our  
ciboria re-plated. The ciboria, of 
course, are the bowls from which the 
Priests and extraordinary ministers  
administer Holy Communion to the 
faithful during Mass. The ciboria,  
although made of metal, are delicate 
because of the fragility of their gold 
plate and the ease with which it is 
scratched.

But why are they plated with gold?  
Why are they so special that they need 
to be plated with a precious metal? 
Well, they form part of the collection 
of objects used by the Church that are 
termed “Sacred Vessels”. Of course, 
they could be made from pure gold, 
but such would be really expensive, 
and would carry a real of enhanced 
risk for the Church.

What are the Sacred Vessels? These 
are the vessels specifically dedicated  
to holding the Body and Blood of  
Jesus Christ during the Sacred  
Liturgies, or in a place of repose such 
as a Tabernacle. The other Sacred 
Vessels include the patens, chalices, 
monstrances (together with their luna), 
and Pyxes.

But what makes the vessels Sacred?  
These vessels are specifically  
prepared and purposed for coming 

into contact with the most Sacred 
thing in our world, the Body and 
Blood of Christ.  Thus, it is their  
purpose and function that makes 
them Sacred.

And as Sacred Vessels, they need 
to be treated with utmost respect 
and reverence. They need to be 
treated with the utmost gentleness, 
not just because of their Sacredness  
and their function, but also because  
of their delicateness and their  
fragility. Because they are very  
expensive to maintain. Gold plating, 
even if thin, remains expensive.

And they need to be kept clean. 
The cleansing process is usually a  
two-step process.  The first step 
is the act of Purification. For the  
Chalice, Paten and Ciboria, this is 
done at the Altar or at the credence 
table in the Sanctuary just after 
Holy Communion during the Mass 
or just after the Mass.  Water will 
be poured into the vessel to catch 
up all crumbs and the last drops of 
Blood, and then the water is drunk 
by the purifier himself. The vessel 
is then dried with a cloth called the  

Purificator. After purification, the Sacred 
Vessels should then be washed with 
a mild soap and warm water. This is 
done to remove the traces of sweat from  
handling the Vessels with human hands. 
The sweat contains salt and acids, which 
though they would not dissolve the  
plating itself, does get into the nicks and 
scratches naturally made on the surface 
of the plating and can cause pitting and 
peeling.

The Sacred Vessels have to be kept 
clean and treated gently, not just for  
reasons of hygiene and fragility, but 
mostly because they are Sacred, and as 
such, must be respected and revered.

Pyx

Chalice
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CCD Level 7 Students Prepare  
for Confirmation

By Nancy Gonewai (CCD Teacher)

Another school year and another batch of CCD  
(Continuing Catholic Development) students look forward 
to not only leaving behind their weekly religious lessons at 
SSAP but also, to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  
This once-in-a-lifetime spiritual milestone in their lives 
will take place on 4 May 2019. Preparation involved the  
Diocesan pre-requisite to undergo a one-day Recollection.  
So on the morning of Saturday, 19 January, thirty-five  
Level 7 students and their teachers left from the Parish  for 
the Eugenio Lopez Centre at Antipolo for the Recollection.   

This year’s theme was “Year of the Youth, Year To Make 
A Stand for Jesus”. The Facilitator was Fr. Edwin Soliva, 
SDB; and his program presentation to the students was 
based around the theme with emphasis on three main  
subjects: the Power of Prayer in overcoming Fear and  
finding Love, the Spirituality of Stewardship in relation to 
Identity, Trust, Gratitude and Service and Loving One’s 
Family especially the Love between children and parents 
and vice versa.    
    
To “Make A Stand for Jesus” in the context of their everyday 
activities at school or at home, Fr. Edwin began by asking 
several questions of the students: Is Jesus really the way, 
in your life right now? Is He the inner truth you listen to? 
Is He really the One you are searching for? The answer 
is a difficult truth to accept in that the reality is -- although 
you say you are and you “stand for Jesus” -- your lives 
and lifestyles often show the opposite. Fr. Edwin pointed 
out that because the decisions and choices they make are 
often based on their materialistic needs, “your loss is the 
presence of God in your lives and it is only through the 
Sacraments, receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
and practicing a prayerful  life even just a few minutes on 

because Gratitude attracts blessings, while ingratitude,  
repels blessings”; on a life of Service, Fr. Edwin  
gave an example from the Scriptures when Jesus asked 
Peter to “feed my lambs”, pointing out that only “one who 
is truly grateful and loving to God, can do good to others”.

The main focus of the Recollection topics was on Family 
Love, emphasizing that a) charity begins at home and b) 
there is nothing in this world like the parents’ love for their 
children - all-embracing and unconditional - just as God’s 
love is for all mankind.  And in this context in “Making  
A Stand for Jesus”, one can also make the family a 
place of nourishment by loving all members of the family  
despite their weaknesses and faults. The family can hurt us 
but only in the family can we find healing. “When we stop  
asking ‘why is my family like this?’ and begin asking ‘what 
can I do to make my family be more loving and happy?’ -- is 
the real essence and strength in “Making A Stand for  
Jesus”. And as student Dylan Patrick Tiu reflected: “to me 
what matters most is that you have a family to lean on.”

As is his norm and because of his insightful understanding 
of and his wonderful rapport with young teens, Fr. Edwin 
had the students in the palm of his hands right from his 
opening prayers and introductory remarks, throughout the 
day till the end with the Final Blessing at Mass.  Giving 
his own reflections and echoing the thoughts of many of 
his peers, student Jaime Padilla said, “Ï came out of that 
classroom feeling like a different man altogether. The Priest 
was able to open my soul to Jesus”. And with a glorious 
sunset sinking into the horizon, the busload of students 
and teachers made their way back home with happiness 
and thanksgiving, sure in the knowledge that they had just 
spent a most meaningful day with the Lord.

waking up and a few minutes before going to 
sleep, can you find Him again”.

In mentoring on their lives of Stewardship, Fr. 
Edwin told his audience that in making a Stand 
for Jesus, many things become very clear: 
one’s identity - to oneself and to others, “in 
that we are all children of God and therefore,  
we should treat one another with love and  
understanding”; one’s trust in the Lord will 
always be a source of strength and comfort  
in one’s life, enabling one to “care deeply 
and love generously because of that Trust 
in God”; regarding Gratitude - it makes one 
more sensitive to the “Blessings in your life 
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CBCP Pastoral Letter Jan. 28, 2019
Conquering Evil with Good

“Do not be conquered by evil, but conquer evil with good.” Romans 12:21

Our dear People of God,

Peace be with you. We are aware that many of you have 
been wondering why your bishops have kept a collective 
silence over many disturbing issues, about which you may 
have felt you urgently needed our spiritual and pastoral 
guidance. Forgive us for the length of time that it took us 
to find our collective voice. We too needed to be guided  
properly in prayer and discernment before we could guide 
you.

Responding with Silence
For the past few months now, we have observed how the 
culture of violence has gradually prevailed in our land. The 
recent bombing of the cathedral of Jolo where scores of 
people were killed and several more were injured is a  
further evidence to the cycle of hate that is destroying the 
moral fabric of our country. Lately, we have also been on the 
receiving end of cruel words that pierce into the soul of the 
Catholic Church like sharp daggers. From deep within, the 
body of Christ is crying out in anguish as he did to Saul of 
Tarsus on his way to Damascus. (Acts 9:4) We have silently 
noted these painful instances with deep sorrow and prayed 
over them. We have taken our cue from Pope Francis who 
tells us that in some instances, “…the best response is  
silence and prayer.”

Faith: Our People’s Source of Strength
We respect the freedom of conscience and religion of  
people of other faiths, including former Catholic Christians  
who may have already renounced their faith. We also  
respect the freedom of expression of our fellow citizens 
in this country, including their personal opinions about 
faith and religion. But as far as we know, the freedom of  
expression does not include a license to insult other  
people’s faith, especially our core beliefs. We know that this 
cuts deeply into the souls of our people — especially the 
poor, because faith is the only thing they have to hold on 
to. It gives them hope and strength to continue living and 
working despite all the odds that come their way. It sustains 
them when they feel alone and defenseless in foreign lands 
where they work.

When people do not understand our essential doctrines  
as Roman Catholic Christians, we have also ourselves to 
blame. It could also mean we have failed in our preaching.  
Perhaps we have not been effective enough in our  
catechesis about the faith? Perhaps we should find better 
and more appropriate ways of communicating the faith. 
Our preparation for the celebration of the 500th year of  
Christianity in the Philippines could serve as a perfect  
opportunity to embark on a renewed integral evangelization 
in word and witness.

Admitting our Shortcomings
Like the leaders and members of any other human  
institution, no doubt, we, your bishops and priests have our 
own share of failures and shortcomings as well. We have 
already mentioned in our previous statement that “we bow 
in shame when we hear of abuses committed by some 
of (us)…” that “we hold ourselves accountable for their  
actions, and accept our duty to correct them…”

Not Against Fighting Illegal Drugs
There are people who, perhaps out of concern for us, 
have warned us about being critical of the government’s 
fight against illegal drugs. Perhaps we need to make  
ourselves clear about this issue. We are not against 
the government’s efforts to fight illegal drugs. We do  
respect the fact that it is the government’s duty to  
maintain law and order and to protect its citizens from  
lawless elements. We have long acknowledged that  
illegal drugs are a menace to society and that their  
easier victims are the poor. Like most other Filipinos 
we had high hopes that the government would truly flex 
some political will to be able to use the full force of the 
law in working against this terrible menace. It was when 
we started hearing of mostly poor people being brutally  
murdered on mere suspicion of being small-time drug  
users and peddlers while the big-time smugglers and drug 
lords went scot-free, that we started wondering about the 
direction this “drug war” was taking.

As bishops, we have no intention of interfering in the  
conduct of State affairs. But neither do we intend to  
abdicate our sacred mandate as shepherds to whom the 
Lord has entrusted his flock. We have a solemn duty to 
defend our flock, especially when they are attacked by 
wolves(!) We do not fight with arms. We fight only with 
the truth. Therefore, no amount of intimidation or even 
threat to our lives will make us give up our prophetic  
role, especially that of giving voice to the voiceless. As 
Paul once said, “Woe to me if I don’t preach the Gospel!”  
(1 Cor 9:16)

God’s Image and Likeness
Our faith informs us that no human being in this world 
deserves to be treated as a “non-human”, not even 
the mentally ill, or those born with disabilities. This is  
consistent with our defense of the right to life even of the  
unborn, because we believe that all human beings are  
creatures in God’s image and likeness, imbued with an  
innate dignity. We also must consider the right to life of  
people who are brutally murdered just because they are 
suspected of being opponents of government, as well as 
those who are summarily executed by armed groups. 

(continued on page 6...)



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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(...continued from page 5)
Everyone in the civilized community  
of nations would agree that even 
those who may have committed 
criminal offenses should be treated  
in a humane way, even as justice  
demands that they be held  
accountable for their actions.

Save the Children
There is no way we can call  
ourselves a civilized society if we 
hold children in conflict with the law 
criminally liable. Children who get  
involved in crimes, such as those 
who are used as runners by adult 
drug pushers, do not deserve to be 
treated as criminals; they are victims 
that need to be rescued. It is obvious  
that most children in conflict with the 
law come from very poor families  
and were born and raised in an  
environment of abuse. We beg our 
country’s legislators to give the 
bills they are drafting some serious  
rethinking and consider the greater 
harm that such a move can cause on 
the young people of our country. We 
commend the initiatives to improve 
the Bahay-Pag-asa shelters for the 
care of children in conflict with the 
law.

The Perspective of Mercy
Being civilized is not just about 
more advanced technology and  
infrastructure but about being more 
humane to the poor, the weak, the 
disadvantaged, the elderly, the  
children, those with special needs 
and all those who tend to be left out 
in society. We are not just creatures  
endowed with intelligence and  
guided by the evolutionary instincts  
of “survival of the fittest”. What 
makes us more superior as  
creatures is not our impulse to  
dominate each other but our innate 
sensitivity and capacity to love, to 
respect, to care for one another, 
to be both just and merciful, to be  
compassionate, to build community  
and to be genuinely concerned 
about the common good. The law 
of retaliation that demands “an eye 

for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”  
(Exodus 21:24) has long been  
repudiated in Christian tradition. As 
Christians, we have to learn the way 
of Jesus who says, “Be merciful, just 
as [also] your Father is merciful.”  
(Luke 6:36)

Conquering Evil with Good
More than ever, as members of 
the Church, we must realize that 
our strength lies in keeping our  
communities of faith intact. We must 
educate the faithful in the application 
of their conscience to the complex 
and myriad problems of life — in the 
choice of leaders, in the exercise 
of their vocation as citizens, in the 
raising of families, in their work and 
chosen professions, in the efforts to 
care for the environment, etc. Our 
faith must try to hold these different 
aspects of life together into an inte 
gral whole — letting conscience 
speak its wisdom consistently in  
every aspect of our life.

Finally, we reiterate what we said 
in the previous statement that “the 
battles that we fight are spiritual.”  
(Ephesians 6:10-17) In the midst 
of spiritual warfare, St. Peter  
admonishes us to “be sober and 
alert” especially when the enemy 
attacks “like a roaring lion, looking 
for someone to devour.” (1 Peter 
5:8) As members of God’s flock, we 
must learn to be brave, to stick  
together, and look after one another. 
Let this moment be a time to pray, to 
be strong, wise, and committed. Let 
this be also a teaching moment for 
us all — a moment for relearning the 
core beliefs, principles and values of 
our faith, and what it means to be a 
Catholic Christian at this time.

For the Catholic Bishops’  
Conference of the Philippines:
+ ROMULO G. VALLES, D.D.
Archbishop of Davao
President, Catholic Bishops’  
Conference of the Philippines
January 28, 2019
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For ad placement in the Parish Bulletin,  
you may contact the Parish Office  

at 843-8830.  
Look for Edna.


