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The Wisdom of FIAT
By Fr. Reu Jose Galoy, OFM

When the preparations for the World Youth Day 
(WYD) began, the question I grappled with – before 
finally saying YES – was: Is it worth being away from 
the Parish for several weeks to accompany our young 
people? At the same time foregoing my rare privilege 
to lead our elementary school reunion? To put it more 
simply, will this not be a waste of time, money and 
effort? But the thought of offering the entire journey to 
God’s creative hands, as well as of disposing myself 
totally into His will and wisdom, empowered me to say 
YES. With God, nothing is in vain, lost or wasted.  

When I participated at WYD 2016 in Krakow, Poland, 
my personal mantra was “Prayer”. As I often shared, 
this was the longest prayer time in my life. I could 
not afford as parish priest to witness that something  
untoward might happen to our delegation. However,  

during this  
r e c e n t l y  
concluded WYD 
in Panama,  
the word I took 
home was 
“Presence”. 

I cannot put  
every detail  
here. Our  
journey was 
not easy. Along 
the way we 
faced different  
challenges and  
struggled as 
a group. I am 
blessed to have 

witnessed the painful process of transformation of 
our very own pilgrims both literally and figuratively – 
the color of their skin changed from light to dark! Our 
young pilgrims are not the persons we had known be-
fore; God has touched their lives in this journey in an 
up-close and personal way. Indeed, Pope Francis is 
right to claim that our youth is the NOW, and not just 
the future of the Church.

Personally, I encountered God’s presence in several  
occasions. Leaving this world, giving up position and 
living without, my life will always be grateful and joyful. 
I experienced the great silence in the midst of 750,000 
pilgrims in the dark, with the light focused only on the 
Blessed Sacrament during the overnight vigil. I felt 
and saw Jesus embracing every single pilgrim closer 
to His heart with His face leaning towards us. There 
is so much love in the eyes of Jesus. His smiling face 
conveys comfort and compassion. The pilgrims are 
like the veins of the heart of Jesus, full of life -- vibrant 
and active.

It might be simplistic and not enough to say this, but 
this is the Blessed Mother’s FIAT, her YES to God. 
Following her way is a YES to LIFE and to LOVE. This 
is the wisdom of FIAT.
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Our Journey to the JMJ in Panama 2019
By Steph Dycaico

We were on the bus from the Panama airport to Ocú, 
the little town where we were assigned for the Days in 
the Diocese, when the volunteers woke us up from our 
sleep and asked us to open our windows. Still groggy  
and tired from two days of traveling and changing 
time zones, we wondered why. Five minutes later as 
we were approaching the Parroquia San Sebastian 
de Ocú, we experienced something we had never  
expected. As we stepped outside the bus, we were 
greeted with fireworks and the warmest smiles. The 
locals were excitedly waiting for our arrival and were 
ready to give us the welcome of our lives. We were 
then called on stage by Father Jonathan, the very  
energetic parish priest. By then, tears had started to 
fall down my face. Coming from a country that’s very  
hospitable, their welcome was overwhelming! We then 
met our host families and the rest was history. This was 
only a glimpse of what we were about to experience 
further during the Days in the Diocese.
 
This was one of the best weeks of my life because I  
experienced God’s love through other people. It was 
very humbling to see the locals living simple but  
stress-free lives and being happy and content. Without 
a doubt, we fell in love with Ocú and its people as much 
as they loved us. We had a hard time saying goodbye 
to them and we will forever treasure our moments with 
them.
 
It was during the World Youth Day proper where we  
encountered a bit of inconvenience, such as the daily  
long walks under the sun and the uncontrollable 
crowds. However, this was all part of the process and 
the whole experience. It was also in these situations 
that we had to take a moment to reflect on what God 
was trying to tell us. Although watching the events on 

TV in an air-conditioned room would have definitely  
given us a better, more comfortable view, it could not 
compare to being in the same area with the Pope. It 
could not compare to listening to his message with 
hundreds of thousands of people, even if it meant only 
seeing the top of his head for two seconds. At the end 
of the day, we could all agree that it was all worth it and 
that we had a lot to be thankful for.
 
Even in the city, I experienced God’s love again through 
meeting volunteers and other delegates from all over 
the world. It was really nice to hear their stories about 
their journeys to the WYD. Despite the language  
barriers, I could really see that most if not all were  
doing their best to genuinely connect with each other  
and were always ready to help. We will be forever 
grateful to everyone we’ve met along the way.
 
Our delegation’s journey to Panama was definitely not 
a smooth ride as there were challenges that arose just 
days before the trip. Leaving everything to God, we all 
saw and met each other in Panama, and we learned 
that there are no coincidences — only God’s plan. I  
believe that being with each other in Panama, as one 
delegation, served a bigger purpose. I’m really excited 
to see what God has in store for us as a delegation, 
even after our pilgrimage. Like what Pope Francis said, 
we are not the future; we are the now of God. 
 
As hard as I try to put my WYD experience into words, 
it’s still not enough. The best way to understand the 
World Youth Day is just to experience it. It made a big 
impact on me and I hope you consider joining (or letting 
your children join) the next World Youth Day in Portugal 
in 2022. While I cannot assure you that it will be the 
same experience, it will definitely be worth it.
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WYD and the Call of the Youth
By Matthew Limjoco

World Youth Day 
(WYD) in Panama  
was an experience  
like no other. A 
week’s worth of 
events filled with 
songs, laughter,  
diverse cultures,  
and most of 
all, God’s  
o v e r w h e l m i n g 
and never-ending  
love. Throughout the trip, I learned 
about many things involving 
my faith, things about my own  
personality, and about how other  
cultures celebrate being one in 
God’s family. Every morning, our 
host Parish held catechesis, which 
were hosted by different bishops.  
We were lucky that the first  
catechesis we attended was given  
by a Filipino bishop. These  
catechesis sessions were one 
of my favorite parts of the WYD  
because of being able to hear all 
the different stories of different 
bishops, especially about their  
vocation.

Catechesis Sessions
My favorite catechesis was the one 
given by none other than our own 
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle. His 
was my favorite because he really  

tackled the topic of what we 
should do as God’s children 
— being His servants. In fact, 
most of the catechesis revolved 
around taking action and being  
ourselves. It was also my  
favorite because during his 
Question-and-Answer portion, 
we got the chance to go up in 
front and ask him a question  
directly. I asked him about the  
famous saying from Saint  
Augustine “Singing is praying 
twice.” I’d never really wrapped 
my head around why it is praying  
twice; it was just something I  
believed in but never knew the 
reason behind. It was Cardinal  
Tagle who taught me that since 
singing is a form of art, the  
expression of this art means it 
comes from one’s heart, which 
strengthens the prayer even 
more. 

Being a Servant of the Lord
Pope Francis’ homilies really  
shed light on being true to  
ourselves and lifting all our  
actions up to God which sticks to 
me until this day. It has given me 
confidence since I know that all 
my hard work in whatever I do will 
always be recognized by God. 

Even if no one is there to thank me I 
know He will, and He will encourage 
me to keep going. It’s as important to 
encourage others to act as well, and 
that is what I’m bringing back home 
with me: a commitment to be the  
servant of the Lord, and the will to 
bring others along with me. In line 
with this, I highly encourage anyone  
to partake in the next WYD in  
Lisbon, Portugal in 2022. It really is an  
experience like no other — something  
you can never fully prepare for – but 
will have to trust that with God by 
your side, there is nothing you cannot 
accomplish.
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Days in the Diocese:  
Finding a Home in Ocú, Panama

By Cesca Ledesma

I got on the bus that took us to our Diocese with no 
expectations whatsoever. I wasn’t apprehensive, 
but I wasn’t overly excited either. At the time, I 
didn’t fully understand what “Days in the Diocese”  
really was. I just knew that it was an event  
preceding World Youth Day, where pilgrims from 
all over the world spent a week in a diocese of 
Panama. Other than that, all I knew was where we 
were headed: Ocú, a provincial town five hours 
away from Panama City. 

We were welcomed with fireworks, music, and 
all the townspeople cheering and waving our  
Philippine flag. Little did we know that it was only 
a preview of what that small town had in store for 
us. The next week was filled with dancing, games, 
festivals and so much more. Everybody in the 
town spoke Spanish rather than English, but the 
language barrier never seemed to hinder anybody 
from striking up a conversation. Soon enough, I 
found myself making friends. We welcomed two 
more delegations from France and Colombia, and 
with them, the fun only seemed to multiply. 

We learned so many songs and dances that by 
the time I got home every night, I was too tired 
to stay up. We lived with host families in their  
houses, and my host mom always made sure I 

was fed to my heart’s content and asked me 
about my day every night before I went to bed. 
We also learned more about the culture of both 
Ocú and Panama, and we shared a little bit about 
our culture as well. 

We joined in parade and festivals, dressed up 
in the traditional costume, and went up on stage 
more times than I can remember. But more 
than allowing me to have fun, this trip pushed 
me to step out of my comfort zone. I tried food 
from a different cuisine, met people of different  
nationalities, and even got covered in mud before 
getting hosed down during Junta de Embarra, a 
traditional house-making process. Best of all, I 
found myself a family here, through the friends 
I made, and through my host mom, Lidia, who 
treated me as if I were her own daughter. 

At the start, one week seemed like a long time 
to be staying in such a small town. But by the 
end of the week, nobody wanted to have to say  
goodbye. I left Ocú tired but with new friends and 
memories, a smile on my face, and a heart full of 
love for the town and its people. For many people, 
Ocú may just be a small pueblo five hours away 
from Panama City. But after just one week, I saw 
the town as my second home.
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Jornada Mundial de la Juventud (JMJ):  
The “Now” of the Church

By Isa Lagdameo

“He aqui la sierva 
del Señor hágase 
en mí según tu  
palabra” was the 
chorus of this year’s 
World Youth Day 
theme song. These 
lyrics embody the 
entirety of the event 
as well as the aura 
that the entire  
experience gave 
off. It translates 
to “Here I am, the  

Servant of the Lord. Speak Your Word in me and let 
Your Will be done” – a passage that has a lot to do 
with entrusting oneself to God’s plan, something I had  
experienced in the journey.  

Embarking on a 22-day pilgrimage was not an easy  
thing for us to do. During formation sessions we 
planned and figured out how we were going to live out of  
backpacks for three weeks, and tried our best to ready 
ourselves for what was to come. I think I speak for  
everyone when I say – you can never actually be 
ready since you are met with curveballs, such as  
unprecedented circumstances.

World Youth Day (WYD) is one of those  
once-in-a-lifetime experiences that – no matter how  
many times you try to recreate – will always be different. 
From the endless walking, to the getting lost bit of the  
trip, as well as the almost stampede we went through 
– during the welcoming of Pope Francis – the trip was  
beyond anything I could have ever thought up or  
expected.

Coming from our time in Ocú for Days in the Diocese,  
we settled into new host families within Panama 
city – organized by our sister parish, Parroquia San  
Antonio Maria Claret. Throughout the entire week, 
we were busied up with the opening Mass held at the  
Maria Antigua field, the welcoming of the Pope, activities 
at a recreational park, which included a Vocations Fair 
as well as a “Garden of Forgiveness” – an avenue for  
confession and reconciliation. We also attended the 
Way of the Cross as well as the Overnight Vigil. 

Among these events, I think that the thing that struck 
me the most was the adoration portion of the Overnight 
Vigil. It was the silence that got to me. Everyone prayed 
in silence – thousands of people in one field all quiet, 
giving time to God and praising Him. I don’t think I have 
ever experienced something as strong as that. 

After the last overnight vigil and last Mass, it was hard 
to take in everything. It was very difficult to process 
everything that had just happened; seeing the gravity 
of the events and the overwhelming number of people 
who were in communion with us. To this day, I’m not 
so sure if I have totally been able to understand and  
appreciate every single moment, but something that I 
did comprehend, was – that WYD is not just an event 
that happens every few years. It’s the now of the Church. 
WYD is a representation of the power that the Church 
holds within us young ones and I hope that when the 
time comes for WYD 2022 in Portugal, and you have 
the means – please, go for it! Let Him work and be ever 
present in your life because that is the only way that 
you will understand what World Youth Day really is.



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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Days in the Diocese  
(Ocú, Panama)
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World Youth Day (Panama City)
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