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Corpus Christi
By Totoy Abiog

Corpus Christi means first of all the physical body 
of Christ. When Jesus took upon His physical 
body all the injuries inflicted on Him and breathed 
His last on the cross, He acted out and fulfilled the 
words He said on the Last Supper when He said 
“This is My Body which will be given up for you.” 
Therefore when we receive the Body of Christ, we 
want to conform ourselves to the depth of Christ’s 
love. We too are willing to give up our bodies 
for others. When Jesus asks us to “to do this in  
memory of Me” He was referring to that kind of 
love for others.

Corpus Christi also means the Eucharistic Body of 
Christ in the Eucharistic species. In the Eucharist 
we have Jesus Himself, body and blood, soul and 
divinity. When we receive Holy Communion, we 
have closer contact with Jesus than was possible 
to anybody during His earthly life. When we come 
to Mass to receive the Eucharist we are making 
a number of statements. We are acknowledging 
Jesus as the Bread of Life, the One Who alone 
can satisfy our hunger. In that sense we cannot 
take it lightly. Our familiarity with the Mass and 
the frequency with which we celebrate it can dull 
our senses to the full significance of what we are 
doing.

Corpus Christi means above all the mystical 
Body of Christ, the community of believers. The  
Eucharist is essentially a meal, intended to 

bring together not only us with God but with one  
another. When we receive the Body of Christ 
in Holy Communion, we are also accepting the  
presence of Christ in one another. We can’t share 
fruitfully in the first if we are unmindful of the  
second. The more we eat together, the more we 
become His mystical body. Those words, Corpus 
Christi, express who we are in the parish… we 
commit ourselves… to being Corpus Christi, one 
Body of Christ.

Brothers and sisters, we are what we receive, 
Corpus Christi.

(Abridged version of Sunday Gospel Reflection 
by Fr. Baltazar Obico, OFM originally printed in 
the Parish Bulletin issue of June 6, 2015. With 
permission from the author)
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The Role of John the Baptist
By Ervin Co

The Birth of John the Baptist has been said to 
be for the preparation of the coming of Jesus 
Christ. The parents of John the Baptist were  
Zechariah and Elizabeth, the latter, the cousin 
of Mary, mother of Jesus Christ. Angel Gabriel  
appeared to Zechariah while he was in the  
temple praying and lighting incense. He was 
told that his wife was to bear a child even if 
they were both well along in years. He lost his 
voice and hearing when he questioned the Angel  
Gabriel. After John was born, Zechariah regained 
both senses and started praising God. John the  
Baptist’s life was a miracle from the beginning.

John the Baptist’s birth resembled how Jesus 
Christ was to be born. They were both sent as 
miracles by God and the messages for both were 
delivered by the Angel Gabriel. Both conceptions 
were miracles, one was two barren people were 
able to conceive a child when getting pregnant 

at their age was inconceivable. The other, the  
Virgin Mary, was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. John’s purpose was also to baptize 
Jesus Christ, thus earning the title of John the 
Baptist.

Zechariah’s becoming deaf and mute showed the 
power that God has – in taking away our senses  
– God’s giving back those senses shows us His 
mercy and the miracles that He can perform. 
Zechariah knew all of this and that’s why when he 
regained his voice, he spoke praises to God.  

From the moment we are conceived, and until we 
pass, God has His hand in all that we do and all 
that we are. Each person is born with a purpose 
that God has intended for each one.  

We celebrate the birth of John the Baptist on  
June 24.
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The Sacred Heart: A Call to Love
By Jonathan Cruz

“My Divine Heart is so inflamed 
with love for men, and for you 
in particular that, being unable 
any longer to contain within  
Itself the flames of Its burning  
Charity, It must spread them 
abroad by your means, 
and manifest Itself to them  
(mankind) in order to enrich 
them with precious graces of 
sanctification and salvation 
necessary to withdraw them 
from the abyss of perdition.”

Out of all the messages of the 
Sacred Heart, it is this line that 
sticks out to me the most. Fr. 
Benoit Guedas (Rector of the 
Basilica of Paray-le-Monial, 
France) in his talk last May 25 
in the parish, highlighted that 
through this message Jesus 
reminds us of His deep desire 
and love for us. He loves us as 
a people and He also loves us 
as specific individuals.

For me, that is such a  
beautiful reminder. In a time 
where depression, isolation,  
and a pervasive sense of 
hopelessness abound, we 
are reminded that God loves 
us so much that His heart is  
literally burning for us! He 
can’t contain it! We have  
nothing to fear for there is  
always at least One Who loves 
us beyond our mistakes, our 

weaknesses, and our sins:  
Jesus.

If we continue to reflect on His 
message, it also means that 
God loves -- just as much -- the 
people around us. He also loves 
the person that we encounter 
in our daily lives, He loves the  
person that cuts in front of 
our lane on our morning  
commute, He loves the person  
that gets our blood boiling or 
that we can’t stand listening 
to. He loves each and every 
person that we come across 
whether we know them or not, 
whether we agree with them 
or not, whether we like them or 
not!

And Jesus asks us to be the 
bearer of His love for them. 
He asks us to love them. He 
wants His love and grace to 

reach others through our own  
cooperation with Him.

As we celebrate the Feast of the 
Sacred Heart this June 28, let us 
ask the Lord to show us why He 
loves the people we find unlovable  
and unbearable in our lives. And 
we ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with 
His grace to love these people a 
little more how Jesus loves them.



4

PARISH BULLETIN

Facing Martyrdom
By Alo Gelano, OFS

The Catholic Church commemorates the martyrdom  
of the two great apostles of Christ - Peter and Paul, 
by having a Solemnity day, which falls on June 29. 
Both apostles were martyred during the reign of  
Emperor Nero, where Peter was crucified upside 
down, while Paul was beheaded. The Bible made 
mention about Peter’s impending death, which would 
give glory to God (JN 21:19). On the other hand, no 
mention about Paul’s death was made in the Bible 
(neither on other known manuscripts). 

Domine, Quo Vadis

A manuscript written sometime in the second  
century, called the Acts of Peter, mentioned that  
Peter walked away from Rome at the height of  
Nero’s persecution against the Christians. Upon  
exiting Rome, Peter met the Lord through an  
apparition, walking the opposite way. Peter asked 
the Lord “Domine, quo vadis?”, or “Lord, where 
are You going?” And the Lord responded that He is  
going to Rome to be crucified again, implying that 
He is doing such, because Peter is running away 
from an impending crucifixion. This made Peter feel 
guilty and at the same time gave him the courage 
to continue to spread Christianity in Rome, all the 
way to martyrdom. In the end, Peter gladly accepted  
being martyred for the kingdom of God, and to be 
crucified upside-down, as he said that he is not  
worthy to be crucified in the same manner as the 
Lord’s.

Desire for Martyrdom

Facing martyrdom is not uncommon to the Christian  
world. A lot of our beloved saints had died a  
martyr’s death, not only during the time of Roman  
persecution, but up to this age. The advent of  
religious wars had added to this fire. Our very own 
Sts. Lorenzo Ruiz and Pedro Calunsod had glorified 
God by their deaths.

In the Franciscan world, no less than Sts. Francis 
of Assisi and Anthony of Padua had gladly showed 
willingness to glorify our Lord Jesus Christ by facing  
possible martyrdom straight in the eye. St. Francis  
went straight to the lair of the Saracen and met  

Sultan al-Kamil  
to talk peace, 
at the height 
of the crusade 
war. This, 
at present  
times, is the  
equivalent of a 
Catholic bishop  
setting a  
meeting with 
the head of 
ISIS in their  
headquarters 
to talk peace. 
But the Lord 
had given 
St. Francis more mission to do, and thus was not  
martyred at that time even if St. Francis actually met 
the sultan at the latter’s lair.

Our patron saint, St. Anthony of Padua, has also 
expressed willingness to face martyrdom. As an  
Augustinian friar who just learned the martyrdom of 5 
Franciscan friars, whom he had met and befriended  
a few months ago, Anthony then had the burning  
desire to continue their mission. This led St. Anthony  
to convert from being an Augustinian to a Franciscan, 
without prejudice to the former. As he would mention 
to the Franciscan superiors in Lisbon at that time, 
“I would gladly put on the habit of your order if you 
would promise to send me as soon as possible to 
the land of the Saracens, that I may gain the crown 
of the Holy Martyrs.” But just like St. Francis, the 
Lord had other missions for St. Anthony. Though he  
actually converted to the Franciscan order, his move 
to Morocco, the place where his Franciscan friends 
were martyred -- didn’t last very long. After being ill, 
he was sent back to Italy and thereafter stayed in 
Padua to spread the word of God there. 

Our beloved saints, mentioned above, have showed 
us the way to live, or even die, for Christ. May we 
too, glorify the Lord by giving ourselves to such a 
desire to face martyrdom. If not to actually die for 
Christ like Peter and Paul, then give our life and live 
for Christ, just like how Francis and Anthony did. 
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Scholarship Applicants Knock on Parish Doors
By Jean R. Chavez / SSAPFI Scholarship Program Committee

The Santuario de San Antonio Parish Foundation, 
Inc. (SSAPFI) – Scholarship Program has once 
again opened its doors to applicants seeking to take 
up technical/vocational courses or pursue a college  
education. Qualified applicants based on their  
transcript of records are interviewed by members of 
the Scholarship Program to assess their financial  
needs, personality, academic standing and  
commitment to pursue learning. The following 
is a partial list of applicants approved as highly  
recommended during a Deliberation Meeting of  
Scholarship Program members.

PROFILE OF APPLICANTS FOR SCHOLARSHIP 
School Year 2019-2020

MALE, 20 YEARS OLD  
Incoming 5th Year, BS Architecture
Technological Institute of the Philippines
Person with Disability (PWD)  
College GWA 2.63

Tuition Fee:  P  82,000/yr. 
    + Summer Class
Transpo allowance:       8,000/yr. (P200/week)
Food allowance:     10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL              P 100,000/yr. 

His cleft lip had been surgically closed and since 
he had no hole in his palate, he does not have 
any speech defect. He wears one artificial leg and 
uses crutches. Some of his fingers did not develop  
normally but he has no problem with the use of his 
hands. He can write and draw/sketch. He is very  
personable, respectful and driven. His father’s income 
as a family driver is insufficient to cover his expenses 
in his 5th year. 

FEMALE, 29 YEARS OLD
Incoming 1st Year, BS Education Major in Secondary  
   Education   
Metro Manila College
Senior High GWA 90.75 

Tuition Fee:   P 37,200/yr.
Transpo. allowance:       6,400/yr. (P160/week)
Food allowance:     10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL    P 53,600/yr. 

She believes it is never too late to earn a degree 
and help her family attain a better quality of life. She 
is married to the parish convent worker and has a 
9-year-old son. She graduated with honors in Grade 
12 at the St. Francis Technical Institute in Caloocan 
through her husband’s financial support. She quit high 
school at the age of 14 due to her family’s financial 
difficulties and became a rice cake vendor to help 
her parents. When she got married, she continued to 
sell rice cakes to add to her husband’s income. She 
is a leadership awardee. She is a performer/musical  
arranger in school programs. This multi-talented and 
resourceful lady is determined to become a teacher. 
She is personally endorsed by Fr. Reu Jose Galoy, 
OFM, SSAP Parish Priest.

MALE, 21 YEARS OLD
Incoming 5th Year, BS Electronics and  
   Communications Engineering  
National University
College GWA 83.00 

Tuition Fee:  P 87,500/trimester
Transpo allowance:    10,800/yr. (P270/week)
Food allowance:    10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL   P 108,300/yr. 

His father works as a GRAB driver but his income is 
insufficient to cover the family’s financial needs. To 
help cover the family’s expenses, he worked as a food 
server in Shakey’s, Kawit, Cavite and as a technical  
support at Telstra. He sees himself one day as a  
licensed electrical engineer working in a  
telecommunications company or the airline industry. 
He expects to graduate in 2020.

FEMALE, 18 YEARS OLD     
 
Incoming 1st Year, BS Medical Technology 
Our Lady of Fatima University, Antipolo
Senior High GWA 96.00 
 
Tuition Fee:  P 55,200/yr.
Transpo allowance:    15,600/yr. (P390/week)
Food allowance:    10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL   P 80,800/yr. 

(continued on page 6...)



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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(...continued from page 5)

This aspiring student graduated  
Salutatorian in high school at the 
Aces Montessori Academe in  
Taytay. An older brother is  
undergoing his “Postulancy” 
at the Our Lady of the Angels  
Seminary (OLAS) and hopes to be 
a priest. She lives with her father,  
an electrician, and another  
brother. Her mother recently  
succumbed to breast cancer.  
After graduation, she wants to 
work in New Zealand which offers  
attractive work and study  
opportunities. She hopes to  
pursue Medicine in the future. 
She is endorsed by Fr. Joel E. 
Sulse, OFM, former Parish Priest 
of SSAP.

MALE, 19 YEARS OLD  
  
Incoming 1st Year,  
BS Aircraft Mechanic
University of Perpetual Help  
   System, Laguna
Senior High GWA 85.12 
 
Tuition Fee:        P 74,000/yr.
Transpo allowance:  13,200/yr.  
    (P330/week)
Food allowance:       10,000/yr.  
    (P50/day)
TOTAL        P 97,200/yr. 
    
One of two children of  
hardworking parents, he learned 
to be self-reliant at a very young 
age. His father is a family driver 
in Alabang while his mother, a  
family cook in Makati, comes 
home only on weekends to  
oversee their needs. He works  
part-time at McDonald’s  

Southwoods to earn extra money  
which he shares with his  
family to buy food or clothing. His 
fascination with aircraft engines 
and the special skills / training he 
has to undergo attracted him to 
this course.

The SSAPFI Scholarship  
Program was established 
with the mission to create  
opportunities for needy and 
underprivileged students  
and Persons with Disabilities  
(PWDs), either through  
vocational/technical education or 
the pursuit of a college degree.  
We appeal to our generous  
parishioners, sponsors and  
donors to give our applicants for 
scholarship new chances to live 
their dreams and have better 
lives!

Pictures and names of  
applicants are available upon  
request by any interested  
sponsor or donor at the SSAPFI  
Scholarship Program Office c/o 
Socio-Pastoral Worker, Mrs. 
Jackie Macasias. You may  
contact her at 240-1546 from 
Mondays to Saturdays 8:00am 
to 5:00pm. This is in line with a  
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD)  
ruling mandating the protection 
of the privacy and identity of each  
applicant seeking financial  
assistance.

Please make check donations 
payable to SSAP FOUNDATION, 
INC. May the good Lord and our 
Blessed Mother bless you for 
your kindness and generosity!
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