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Christ as Our Source of Hope
By Sean Cannon

EMHC Corner

Dear Reader, this article reflects in 
no small way the complexity of the  
subject. For me, its completion is really 
a continuation of this, its start.

The words, “I love you just as you are” 
can create in us a false sense of being 
perfect, or as near perfect as is neces-
sary with respect to the person uttering 
the words. They likely inspire in us no 
urgency for improvement, no will, even, 
to better ourselves or to do more to 
have them love us more than they do.

Just so, the trouble with being told that 
we’re loved unconditionally can lull us 
into a false security, a security that 
comes with self-assured pride. Being 
told we’re loved unconditionally may 
cause us to arrogate unto ourselves a 
perfection we are not at all entitled to claim.

Does God love us unconditionally? If so, does our belief in 
such allow us to be lax and lazy in our worship? And if so, 
do we need to hope for Heaven, or is it ours for the taking?

God loves us, that’s for sure. We are told in no uncertain 
terms that God loves us in John 3:16. Quite plainly, we are 
told “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in Him might not perish but 
might have eternal life.” But even this verse tells us that 
there’s a condition on God’s love. The condition is “...so that 
everyone who believes in Him...”. So, you have to believe in 
Christ before you can have eternal life.

We also know that God is a hard  
taskmaster, and a very jealous God. 
How did He punish mankind when 
Adam disobeyed? And what about 
Lot’s wife? And did He not kill poor  
Uzzah who tried to steady the  
tumbling Ark of the Covenant when his 
touching it was against the law? And 
He sent poisonous snakes amongst 
the Israelites when they complained 
too much. And on, and on.

And did Christ not say to the rich 
young man – who had said that he 
obeys every Commandment – that 
he had to go yet further and sell up  
everything and give the money to the 
poor and only then could he follow 
Christ?

So, there are conditions, certainly if we want to experience 
His love fully in eternal life.

If hope is a desire – to attain something or to have  
something or to be somewhere – then hope is wasted if we 
do nothing to achieve the object of our hope.  

Christ gives us a way to achieve that for which we  
Christians hope: eternal life. Christ said, “I am the Way, the 
Truth and the Light.” If we follow Jesus closely and taste 
and obey His every Word and Command, He Himself  
becomes not only the means by which we attain eternal life, 
which is the object of our hope, but also the very source of 
our hope.
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Hope in the Gospels 
By Felicia Bernardino

(as told to Isa Bernardino Gutierrez)

Hope in the Assumption (and more) 
By Dennis Montecillo

As a nation that is specially devoted to the Virgin Mary, 
the Feast of the Assumption is a special day in the  
Liturgical Calendar. Whenever possible, I prepare for 
special events such as this one by reflecting on the 
basis for my belief. Looking backwards on what I have 
learned and events in my life (more on this later) – faith 
– strengthens my view of the future – hope. 

Three issues come to mind in this case:

A dogmatic declaration. I credit my adult reversion to the 
Catholic faith to the diverse Christian community that 
surrounded me when I lived in Hong Kong. At the time, 
a few of my friends asked me about the “recent” (1950) 
belief by Catholics of the Assumption. In fact, while it 
is true that Pope Pius XII’s dogmatic declaration of the 
Assumption in Munificentissimus Deus was “only” in the 
20th century, belief in the event dates back to as early  
as the 4th century. It is also repeated in Revelations  
11:19-12.

The only assumption. I remind myself that,  
notwithstanding the special nature of this event, the  

Virgin Mary was not the only one assumed into Heaven. 
In the Old Testament, Enoch was assumed to Heaven 
(Hebrews 11:5). So was Elijah (2 Kings 2:11). It’s also 
important to recall that there is an essential difference 
between “assumption” and “ascension.” Only Jesus  
ascended into Heaven (i.e., on His own power).

The power of tradition. Yes, tradition with a lower case “t.” 
In early May, I, along with Fr. Reu Galoy and five other 
parishioners (and 32 other Catholics), were blessed to 
visit the Holy Land – specifically, Tiberias and Jerusalem.

Among others, we visited the Church of the Dormition.  

Prior to this trip, I believed that the Virgin Mary died in 
Ephesus, which is where John lived before his exile (and, 
by extension, is where Mary was assumed into Heaven). 
The church we visited in Jerusalem makes an equal claim 
– in my personal view, a stronger one. This version is  
supported by early sources that, while apocryphal, 
appear to be traceable back to a single primitive  
Judaeo-Christian document written within the mother 
church of Jerusalem by Lucius Carinus, a disciple of 
St. John the Evangelist some time during the second  
century. 

I suspect that a visit to Ephesus would have  
accomplished the same thing, but one thing is certain: 
seeing the site, walking the grounds, and breathing 
the air of the site where the Virgin Mary was assumed,  
cemented my faith in my God through His mother and, by 
extension, my hope for my salvation.

Revived hope notwithstanding, I am humbled by Jesus’ 
very words to St. Thomas in John 20:29, when Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
Me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
come to believe.”

LECOM CORNER

What is hope?

For many people,  
hope is the  
driving force 
that gets them 
through the day. 
Aspirations to 
enjoy a better 
life. Dreams of a 
more fulfilling career. Wishes for 
a love that will never end. Hope 
comes in many forms. We are 
different from one another, after 
all, so what brings us happiness 
will be just as varied.

Most of the time. If there’s one 
thing that nearly all of us are 
hoping for, it’s forgiveness 
and reconciliation. None of us 
are born perfect. We all have 
our failings, our moments of  
weakness. Those sins that we 
commit and carry with us for a 
long time. Even the strongest of 
us can falter from carrying such 
a great weight. And as such, 
we hope for forgiveness and  
reconciliation.

Where can we find this hope? 
One needs only to flip open 

their Bible or attend Mass to 
discover the answer. It’s in 
the name: “gospel.” According  
to WordOrigins.org, the word 
“gospel” has its roots in the 
Old English word “godspell,” 
itself a combination of “god  
(or good)” and “spell (or 
news).” In other words,  
“gospel” means “good news.” 

And this good news is what 
we seek. The Gospels show 
us that there is hope for  
reconciliation as well as  
forgiveness. Remember the 
encounter that Jesus had 
with the sinful woman who 
kissed and washed His feet? 
Or the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son? Both accounts featured  
people who had led sinful 
lives. They eventually found 

what they wanted after having  
endured much suffering.

We will too. Just continue to live 
a full life under God’s light and  
always remember the Gospels.
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical ActivitiesSingle Young Adult (SYA): Wine and Vine Capability 

By Quintin LimThe Single Young Adults is our parish-based  

spiritual group that caters to the needs of single  

adults between the ages of 21-35. It focuses 

on strengthening their relationships with Jesus 

by building relationships within the Christian 

Community or parish. By building a sense of  

community, SYA hopes to bring Jesus into the 

hectic lifestyles of today’s young Catholics.

Every month, SYA holds regular activities for 

prayer, formation, and fellowship. Among these 

activities is the Wine and Vine session held on 

one Wednesday of every month. This started 

in January 2019, with the goal of providing SYA 

members an opportunity to learn more about the 

Catholic faith, through a Catechism session. 

This was in response to the need many young 

adults feel, to have greater knowledge and 

grounding in their faith. Wine and Vine provides 

the space for young adults to find answers to 

their faith-related questions, through the wisdom 

of those more knowledgeable (e.g. the religious, 

teachers, catechists, etc.). The activity is called 

“Wine and Vine,” because while participants learn 

about the faith (“Vine”), refreshments are also 

served. 

The topics covered during Wine and Vine touch 

on areas close to the concerns and questions 

young adults have, in living their faith in the world.  

Previous topics were: “Who is God?”, “Lent: 

Into the Wilderness”, “Throwaway Culture 

and the Corporal Works of Mercy”, “Faith and  

Citizenship”, “God and Money,” and others.

Other exciting topics will be covered during 

the sessions of the coming months. The SYA  

community invites parishioners to take part in 

these sessions, and to join the community in 

learning more about the richness of our faith. 

Before joining Antioch, I never 
saw myself having a future. When 
I think about hope, many of the  
moments I can remember in my life 
-- where I felt most hopeful -- were 
during Antioch Weekends. It was in 
those moments with those people, 
where I could feel God open up 
the world to me and say, “You are  
capable of greatness.” 

Antioch Weekends are events that 
happen only twice a year; they  
happen when the community  
opens its doors and accepts 
new members in. It’s quite  
embarrassing to say -- although 
I’m not alone in feeling this way 
-- that I measure my milestones in  
Weekends. When I reminisce 
about the things in my life, I  
remember them by how close they 
were to a Weekend. 

My 18th birthday? That was right 
after I joined in the 66th. 

I started college a bit after the 68th 
Weekend.

My first time on the Dean’s List 
was after the 70th Weekend. 

The list could go on. 

The most recent weekend is a 
rare mix of a milestone in my 
life being the actual weekend  
itself. This most recent  
Weekend, the 72nd, was a  
Weekend that I was in charge 
of along with my partner Sam 
Lopez-Vito. If you told me that 
I would eventually be one of 
the leaders in Antioch before  
I joined, I wouldn’t have  
believed you. It was through  
Antioch where I was taught to  
believe in myself and what I  
could do. Throughout these many  
Weekends, most especially this 
last one, I have learned that I am  
capable of greatness. Now, I feel 
ready for whatever my future 
has in store for me. Antioch has  
given me the tools and  
confidence to face a world of  
unknowns. Antioch has given me 
hope.
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Blessing of Fioretti @ Forbes
The Franciscan  
Development Office in 
partnership with Jerry Sibal 
NYC opened Fioretti @ 
Forbes at SSAP to support 
the Franciscan mission and  
formation.

The shop was blessed by 
Fr. Cielo Almazan, OFM, 
Minister Provincial last 
Saturday, August 3. 

Please call the shop:
(0917) 101-9988
(0917) 188-2658

Business Hours:
Sun  10am-8pm 
Tue-Sat  9pm-6pm

Present during the blessing were Fr. Baltazar A.  
Obico, OFM, Guardian, Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy,  
OFM, Parish Priest, Joy Tajonera, MM, from 
Ugnayan Migrant Ministry in Taiwan, and  
Jerry Sibal, NYC, Franciscan Mission Partner  
and  Fioretti @ Forbes family - Razi Dionisio,  
Associate Partner, Bryan Panlilio, Store  
Manager, Sonia Mercado & Zaldy Panlilio  
Floral Designers, and Sally Olaira, admin. 

Monday  Closed

www.fiorettiatforbes.com
Email- Inquiry.fioretti@ 
   gmail.com
FB/IG- Fioretti@Forbes
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