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The ABCs of Catholic Doctrine 

By Lianne Tiu

Where is Mary? 
(Reflections on the Glorious Mysteries)

This is striking – the woman  
closest to Jesus seemed  
absent in His Resurrection  
and Ascension! The  
evangelists did not mention  
the Virgin Mary on those 
two occasions, although  
emphasizing her presence 
at the Crucifixion. Assuming  
Jesus did not appear to His 
Mother, she, who was full 
of grace, did not need any  
apparition to believe in the 
Resurrection. However, if 
such appearance did happen, 
(and the Church’s Tradition is  
confident that Jesus first  

straight to Heaven without  
dying. Most theologians 
think that Mary died, but not  
because of sin (for she is  
Immaculate) but to resemble  
Jesus. What is certain, 
and is a dogma of faith, is 
that the Virgin Mary did not  
experience corruption: she 
was assumed into Heaven 
body and soul. The book of 
Revelation shows a glimpse 
of her victory over death: 
“A great sign appeared in  
Heaven: A woman clothed 
with the sun, the moon under 
her feet, and on her head a 

appeared to His Mother), it was totally reserved 
for her life; and the world need not know about it.  
Jesus’ appearances – to Mary Magdalene, the  
apostles and disciples – were to strengthen their faith 
and to confirm His works and teachings.

It was only at Pentecost that Mary was mentioned 
by St. Luke. She, who had experienced the descent 
of the Holy Spirit at the Annunciation, prepared the 
apostles to receive and respond to Him.

From Pentecost to the Assumption, Mary’s final years 
on earth are unclear. Scripture says nothing and  
Tradition says little. There are debates on whether  
Mary died and rose again, or whether she went 

crown of twelve stars” (Rev 12:1). Crowning Mary as 
Queen culminates all the privileges granted to her. 
God raised the Mother of God above all angels and 
saints.

Where is Mary? She can reign as Queen in our hearts, 
if we allow her. (And the world need not know about 
it.)

(Reference: Mary was Witness to Whole Paschal Mystery:  
Pope John Paul II, General Audience May 21, 1997; Mary’s 
Presence in the Upper Room at Jerusalem: Pope John Paul 
II, General Audience, June 28, 1989; “Mary A Life Close to  
Jesus” By Jose Antonio Loarte; “The Mysteries of Mary:  
Growing in Faith, Hope and Love with the Mother of God” by 
Fr. Marie Dominique Philippe; Lumen Gentium 53)
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Reflections on the Luminous Mysteries
By Paolo Pineda

The Rosary is a set of 
prayers in honor of Our 
Lady. If you analyze  
the Rosary, it is not 
only in the repetitive 
“Hail Mary” that she is  
present, but in the  
mysteries themselves 
as well. 

It would be interesting  
also to note that to 
each set of mysteries, there  
corresponds a particular  
season. The third Joyful  
mystery is the Nativity, thus 
pointing us towards Christmas. 
The fifth Sorrowful mystery is 
the Crucifixion, marking the end 
of the Lenten Season. Then  
enters Easter with the first  
Glorious mystery: the  
Resurrection. 

But it is none of these mysteries  
that are unique like the  
Luminous Mysteries. Why? Two 
reasons: first, that Mary notably  
has a very small role in only 
one of the five mysteries: The 
Wedding at Cana, to be precise.  
Second, because this set of 
mysteries is, by far, the latest  
and the last set to be  
incorporated into the Holy  
Rosary. 

I recall being a child and first 
learning about the Luminous 
Mysteries. Mother Angelica’s 

“Daily Rosary” on EWTN 
helped me out a lot. As time 
went by, I remembered it more 
and more. Then I was asked 
to lead the Holy Rosary, on a 
Thursday. And what came out 
of my mouth? The Luminous 
Mysteries. 

Everyone around me was 
murmuring, “What is he  
praying? I’ve never heard 
these before.” After the  
Rosary concluded, many  
people approached me and 
asked me to list down on  
paper the Luminous  
Mysteries, that they may be 
able to pray it in their own 
homes on Thursdays. I guess 
it was Mama Mary who made 
me be of help. 

This particular situation, I liken  
to what Mary said to Jesus’ 
disciples at the Wedding at 
Cana: “Do whatever He tells 
you.” (Jn 2: 5) 

I was merely a messenger. I 
thought I knew how to pray, and 
then I was taught. In turn, I taught 
others. This is what I feel I was 
being told to do, and Mary’s own 
words gave it depth. 

Here I am now, 10+ years after,  
still praying the Luminous  
Mysteries every Thursday.
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Taste of Silence 

By Len Hizon

Trying is Praying
Here I am, asked to write an article on prayer  
when I’ve been experiencing dryness in my 
prayer life. I can’t seem to pray, I can’t seem to  
concentrate or focus on what I consider the most 
important part of my life. If I were to be honest 
with myself, I can say sometimes I don’t pray  
because I don’t feel like it or somehow I don’t 
think God is listening or that praying wouldn’t do 
me any good anyway, so why show up…?

There are also too many distractions, too much 
noise, anxiety and worry… Often I cannot hear 
myself above the din, much less listen to what 
God wants of me or to the movement of the Spirit. 
I like to put the blame on outside noise- people, 
work, errands, not enough time… But the sad 
part is – all this noise, it’s inside me, it follows me  
everywhere I go. Then doubts set in – the feeling 
of not being good enough, the guilt, the shame – 
all major roadblocks to prayer. It’s a vicious cycle.  

A dear friend mentioned to me the other day 
that she makes it a practice to pray for the first  
person she sees when she wakes up in the  
morning. What an amazing thing to do! So I tried 
doing this and of course, after Day 1, I forgot to do 
it on Day 2. On Day 3, I tried again, then forgot, 
and forgot, then tried again and again and again. 
Then, it suddenly hit me – to try to pray IS to pray. 
God does not need us to focus or concentrate, He 
just wants us to be there, to show up, to trust that 
He has our back, to be present to His presence. 
And for me, today, this is perfect. This is prayer.

Author is a Member of the Contemplative  
Outreach Philippines (COP.) She is also a  
member of the Circle of Service.

For those who are interested in Centering  
Prayer, there are workshops and formation  
classes. Please contact: landline 7501-5231 or  
mobile (0916) 469 7766 (Herbie) or call Betty  
Florendo at (0917) 877-2402. Visit the  
Contemplative Outreach Philippines website  
http://www.cophil.org.ph/
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RANDOM THOUGHTS  
Voices from Yesterday and Today…

By Peachy Maramba

Hyperdulia to Mary,  
Our Lady of the Rosary

While worship is due to God alone and 
reverence - or the equivalent of veneration  
- is paid to angels and saints, what 
is owed to the Blessed Virgin Mary is  
‘hyperdulia’ meaning more than  
veneration.

She is entitled to this higher degree of 
praise because of her unique role in 
God’s plan of salvation. Just think that 
the incarnation of Jesus, our Savior, 
greatly depended on Mary’s freely-given  
consent. It was her response, ‘Let it  
happen to me as you have said’, to the 
message of the Archangel Gabriel, that 
caused all generations to call her blessed. 

It is also why her feast days -  the days of 
the year when we venerate her - rank only 
next to the feast days dedicated to her 
Son Jesus Christ and takes precedence 
over the festivals of other saints.

This special status of ‘the New Eve’ was due to her 
humble compliance with the will of God that resulted in 
her giving birth to Jesus Christ, one person but of two 
natures, human and divine. It also accounts for the  
extraordinary devotion to her person. The Council 
of Ephesus held in 431 officially recognized Mary as  
Theotokos (Greek for ‘God-bearer’) or Mater Dei (Latin 
for ‘Mother of God’).

Originated in the East

It was in the East where the liturgical cult to Mary  
originated. As early as mid-fourth century, was written on 
papyrus, a prayer of supplication to the Mother of God. 
Hymns praising her were written by St. Ephraem, the 
Syrian (306-73). Even churches were dedicated to her.

The earliest of these festivals honoring her personally or 
with her Son are the Purification (February 2), Dormition 
(August 15), the Annunciation (March 25), the Birth of 
Mary (September 8). 

October 7
Mary’s Month

This October 7, we celebrate the Feast 
Day of our beloved Lady of the Rosary. 
In fact, this month is supremely Mary’s 
month when a month-long devotion – 
marked by the praying of the Rosary – 
is offered to the Mother of God by the  
faithful since time immemorial.

But it was Pope Leo XIII who is called 
the Pope of the Rosary, because of his 
great efforts in further development of the  
Rosary, who consecrated the whole 
month of October to the Rosary. It was 
also he who gave Mary the title of Queen 
of the Most Holy Rosary in the Litany of 
the Blessed Virgin.

In the Philippines

Yet almost three hundred years before she made that 
plea that we all pray the Rosary that the Filipinos were 
already saying the Rosary and so popular a devotion 
has it become that today, shrines of the Nuestra Señora 
del Rosario – or “Rosary shrines” as they are called –  
outnumber all other Marian shrines, except those of the 
Immaculate Conception.

It is amazing to discover that the shrines dedicated to 
the Virgin of the Holy Rosary extends from as far north 
as Batanes where thanks to the Dominicans, the cult of 
the Rosary was implanted to as far south as Oroquieta, 
Misamis which is the prime Rosary shrine in Mindanao.  
It is no wonder that these ancient shrines vividly  
proclaim her La Gran Señora de Filipinas, Patroness of  
the Philippines.

But it is in Quezon City at the Dominican’s Sto. Domingo  
Church that we find her main shrine where her most  
famous 350-year old image is enshrined under the regal 
title, Lady of the Rosary, a title by which she is known 
world-wide.
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St. Maximilian Kolbe (Part II)
“I Accept Both Crowns”

By Alo Gelano, OFS

As Catholics, we all understand the importance and role 
of Mother Mary in our faith, as well as to our journey to get 
closer to her Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Mother Mary, 
who said ‘Yes!’ to the Holy Spirit without any question, is 
an inspiration to us all in also saying our ‘Yes!’ to God.

In my article last month (Sept 29), I wrote about a  
Franciscan saint, St. Maximilian Kolbe – who gave up his 
life for a fellow prisoner – which I termed as the Ultimate 
Charity. St. Pope John Paul II, who canonized Fr. Kolbe in 
October 1982, has declared him a “Martyr of Charity.” The 
Catholic Church also venerates him as the patron saint of 
prisoners – who we remember today – as we celebrate 
Prison Awareness Sunday. 

In this article, let me dwell in St. Kolbe’s devotion to Mary, 
which could very well be our model in saying ‘Yes!’ to God.   

MILITIA IMMACULATA

Born in January 8, 1894, Raymond Kolbe who adopted  
the name Maximilian Mary Kolbe after his ordination 
– became a priest in 1914, and gained his doctorate in 
Theology in 1919. As an active and hard-working priest, 
Fr. Kolbe was keen to work for the conversion of sinners 
and enemies of the Catholic Church. He had a strong  
devotion to Mother Mary, and founded a group called  
Militia Immaculatae (MI), which publish pamphlets, 
books and newspaper to help increase devotion to, as 
well as seek intercession from Mother Mary. At that time, 
Fr. Kolbe – who witnessed regular angry protests by  
Freemasons against the Vatican – had the zeal to protect  
his faith and pushed the MI to vigorously defend the 
Church. Upon moving back to Poland from his studies in 
Rome, Fr. Kolbe continued pushing for the organization of 
the MI where circulation of his magazines grew and had 
now gained strong influence among Polish Catholics.

By the start of the World War II, the MI had grown to 
one of the biggest Catholic groups in Europe. The group 
also helped some Jews being persecuted by the Nazi  
Germans, by providing food as well as a hiding place for 
them. He opened another newspaper called “The Knight 
of the Immaculata”, which was very critical of the Nazi 
regime, which by now, had occupied most of Poland  
territory by force. With such publications, as well as  
actually aiding Jewish people, Fr. Kolbe was arrested in 
February 1941 by the Nazi and after 3 months, was sent to 
the now infamous Auschwitz concentration camp branded  
as prisoner #16670. Fr. Kolbe died in that concentration  

camp on August 
15, 1941, by giving  
up his life exchange  
for another prisoner,  
who was chosen  
to die by starvation.

VISION

Fr. Kolbe recounts 
an early childhood  
vision of Mother  
Mary which  
h a p p e n e d  
sometime in 1906. 
During this vision,  
he asked the  
blessed mother  
- “What was to  
become of me?” 
Then the blessed  
mother came  
holding two 
crowns, one white, and another red. She asked him 
if he was willing to accept any of the crowns. Prior to  
answering, Mother Mary explained that the white meant 
that he persevere in purity, while the red meant his death 
as a martyr. Fr. Kolbe, who was then only 12 years old, 
and without thinking much of the consequences said - “I 
ACCEPT BOTH CROWNS.” It seems that at that early 
age, Fr Kolbe had already the making of a saint – because 
he accepted the calling presented to him by the blessed 
mother – who would in the near future, vigorously defend 
the Church and eventually die a martyr’s death.

FRANCISCAN CALLING

We may not have the gift of having the vision of seeing  
the blessed mother. We may not have the ability to  
organize a group such as the Militia Immaculatae. We 
may not have the opportunity to give up our life for the 
faith and/or for others. But we are nonetheless, called 
by God to be of service to Him and our fellow man. As  
Christians, as Catholics, and further as Franciscans, we 
are called to accept the crown that may be presented to 
us. A crown worthy to be called Christians, whether such 
crown would represent service to God, or possibly like 
what the blessed mother presented to St. Maximilian Mary 
Kolbe, a fellow Franciscan, the crown of purity and of  
martyrdom.



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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Commissioning Rites of New Coro Members
October 6, 2019

(Top from left to right) Kath Ongkeko – soprano, Addy Avecilla –  
    soprano, Abby Garza – soprano
(Bottom  from left to right) Paolo Pineda – pianist, Amelita Guevara –  
    conductor, Fr. Reu Galoy, OFM – parish priest, Dusty Suarez – bass

Reflections of a Person  
Deprived of Liberty

From Taguig City Jail

Masalimuot na buhay na puno  
    ng pagkalito.
Lungkot at takot mula sa landas  
    na liko.
Daang kay dilim sa kawalan  
    patungo.

Salamat sa parokya ng  
Santuario de San Antonio. 
Ngayon, ang ngiti sa aming mga 
labi ay di halos mawari dulot ng 
ligaya ng aming mga puso na 
ngayo’y namamayani.

Mabuhay kayo at salamat na 
sa aming mga buhay ay naging  
bahagi kayo. Paghubog sa  
aming puso at isipan pangako 
ang siyang namin isabubuhay.

Aral sa buhay namin na maging 
lakas dahil sa inyong paggabay 
kami’y nahubog ng tunay.

Salamat! Salamat! Sa  
pagmamahal niyo ay nagbigay 
liwanag at kulay sa aming mga 
buhay. Haplos ng inyong mga 
palad ay ramdam naming lahat. 
Ang pagkalinga na tulad naming 
mga ligaw, nagbukas sa aming 
mga isipan na may nag-aantay 
pang bukas.

Salamat, salamat Santuario 
de San Antonio! Binhi mong  
ipinunla’y pangakong sa  
aming mga puso ay kailanman 
‘di mawawalay.
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