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The Solemnity of the Immaculate  
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

By Fr. Robert Manansala, OFM

On December 8, the Christian world  
celebrates the conception – without the 
stain of original sin – of the Blessed Virgin  
Mary. In 1854, Pope Pius IX, in his Papal  
Bull, Ineffabilis Deus (“Ineffable God”),  
stated: “We declare, pronounce and define  
that the doctrine which asserts that the  
Blessed Virgin Mary, from the first moment of  
her conception, by a singular grace and  
privilege of Almighty God, and in view of the 
merits of Jesus Christ, Savior of the human 
race, was preserved free from every stain of 
original sin, is a doctrine revealed by God and, 
for this reason, must be firmly and constantly 
believed by all the faithful.”

The belief in Mary’s Immaculate Conception 
had already been recorded as early as the 13th century, by the 
theologian Blessed John Duns Scotus, whose argumentation 
on the subject eventually became the basis for Ineffabilis Deus.

Scotus’ defense of the Immaculate Conception centered 
around two questions: 1) “Why would God preserve Mary from 
sin?” and 2) “How did God do it?”

Scotus answers the 1st question with, “Christ is the perfect  
Mediator. Therefore, He exercised the highest degree of  
mediation in favor of another person. To repair completely  
the effects of sin, He must preserve His mother from  
original sin.” Scotus’ defense of the Immaculate Conception is  
Christological, in that Mary – because of her role as Mother of 
God – must be totally free from any stain of sin, original and 
actual, to become the vessel for Baby Jesus.

To answer the 2nd question, Scotus employed St. Anselm’s 
principle: “Potuit, decuit, ergo fecit” (“God could do it, it was  
appropriate, therefore He did it”). Scotus uses this principle to 
argue that Mary needed Christ’s redemption like everyone else, 
but this redemption was given to her in advance. Thus, Mary  

is conceived free from original sin precisely 
because she will be the Mother of God.
 
St. John Paul II said, “The predestination 
of Mary... is linked to the predestination of 
the Son.” Christ is that “seed” mentioned in 
Genesis, that would “bruise the head” of 
the serpent. This most important point is  
connected to the Immaculate Conception. 
He said: “With a view to the saving Death of 
the Son, Mary was free from original sin and  
actual sins. The Blessed Virgin signifies the 
hope of the living to triumph over Satan (cf. 
Rv 12: 11).”

In 1830, St. Catherine Laboure of the  
Daughters of Charity, saw Our Lady’s  

apparition in their chapel and also saw the words “O Mary,  
conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.” 
The Blessed Mother told St. Catherine: “Have a medal struck 
after this model. All who wear it will receive great graces; they 
should wear it around the neck.” The statement “conceived 
without sin” clearly refers to Mary’s Immaculate Conception.

When “The Lady” appeared to St. Bernadette Soubirous on 
March 25, 1858, she finally answered the latter’s repeated 
question about her name, with: “I AM THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION.” Mary’s statement confirmed the dogma of the 
Immaculate Conception, declared by Pope Pius IX four years 
earlier!

“Mom, you are one of a kind!” We hear this declaration many 
times from children who show gratitude for their mothers’ roles 
in their lives. We must pronounce the same declaration to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, who is our Mother as well. No mother on 
earth deserves this affirmation more than the Blessed Mother. 
She is one-of-a-kind among all women – from the beginning to 
the end of time. She is the most blessed among all women (cf. 
Lk 1:42).
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Advent:  We wait, in Sweet Anticipation
By Randolph (Randy) Limjoco

The season of  
Advent is oftentimes 
taken for granted 
by many Christians 
including myself. 
It is not as strict as 
Lent, and there are 
no rules for fasting,  
but it is meant 
to be a period of  
se l f -preparat ion. 
The purple color  
associated with  
Advent is also the 
color of penance. 
The faithful should 
fast during the 
first two weeks in  
particular and  
receive the  
Sacrament of  
Reconciliation. It is important to 
remember, however, there are no  
particular rules for how the laity 
should observe Advent.

If you have the Advent wreath 
at home, it is traditionally placed 
on a table with four candles as 
a “welcome” sign. For our family  
and friends who live in the USA, 
the wreath is made of fir tree 
branches knotted with a red  
ribbon and decorated with  
pinecones, holly, laurel, and 
sometimes mistletoe. It is an  
ancient symbol signifying  
several things: The crown  
symbolizes victory, in addition 
to its round form evoking the 
sun and its return each year. 
The number “4” represents, in 
addition to the four weeks of 
Advent, the four cardinal virtues  

(prudence, temperance,  
fortitude, justice). The green 
color is a sign of life and 
hope. The fir tree is a symbol  
of strength and laurel, a symbol  
of victory over sin and  
suffering. The holly do not shed 
and thus, represent the eternity  
of God. The flames of the  
candles are the representation  
of the Christmas light  
approaching and bringing 
hope and peace, as well as the  
symbol of the struggle against 
darkness. For Christians, 
this crown is also the symbol 
of Christ the King, the holly  
recalling the crown of thorns 
resting on the head of Christ.

The four Sundays and weeks 
of Advent remind us to set 
aside some of the hectic  

business of the festive season; in 
Manila, it spins into motion as early 
as September.  We quietly reflect 
on the promise of the Baby born in 
Bethlehem 2000 years ago. We sit 
tight, we count the days, we seek 
the light in darkness.  

The promised Messiah is coming.  
We wait, in praise and  
thanksgiving, and sweet love.
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Getting into the Spirit of Advent
By Marion Chan

As a young, 10-year-old girl of Grade 4, it is hard 
to think of Advent as anything more than a period 
of time in which you could listen to Jose-Mari Chan 
controlling the speakers in the malls, watch adults 
frantic, frazzled with their Christmas shopping, and 
kids making Christmas Wish Lists.  As a kid, it is 
especially hard to wait for the coming of Christmas,  
always filled with family, the prospect of Santa  
leaving gifts, and (my personal favorite) staying up 
late on Christmas Eve. The presents! Our idle hands 
itch to tear open glistening gift wrappings, and all 
kinds of presents – thick, blocky ones that weigh a 
million tons, or thin ones in Santa paper that hold 
even more surprising possibilities – piled up high 
under the Christmas Tree. Opening presents is like 
a tidal wave of grabbing hands, excited shrieks and 
howls of delight sweeping over every and ending 
with shredded paper drifting through the air as kids 
and adults alike examine our newly found presents.  
Then, we also eat! We feast like the kings and 
queens of old. We talk and laugh and have a grand 
time until the break of dawn.

But even before Christmas, it’s Advent. Everybody 
knows that Advent is a special time, a time when we 
can spiritually prepare ourselves for the coming of 
the Lord – our Savior, Jesus Christ. Advent is a time 
of waiting for the time when God became one of us. 
But in a child’s eyes, it’s just something to keep us 
pre-occupied or distracted from the fact that the real 
party, the actual birthday is still a few weeks away. 
And, well… kids are not exactly known for their  
patience. And that is exactly why it is so much  
harder for kids to experience the real meaning of 
Advent, because we’re just too busy with getting 

it over with, so that our version of Christmas can  
really, truly start. We get taught what the Advent 
Candles mean – hope, faith, joy, and peace with 
Christ in the center – then we forget it by the time 
next year rolls around.

We forget. We forget that the one Person Who is the 
reason for all this merry-making is the One destined 
to die on the cross. 

We are swept away with the commercial aspects of 
this holiday, and after the Christmas Mass, we don’t 
give Him a second glance. We kids are impatient for 
the wrong reasons.

Let’s just say that you’re a kid and you want to find 
a way to get into the spirit of Advent. You might be 
thinking, “How do I get into the spirit of preparing,  
and waiting (patiently!) with hope, faith, joy, and 
peace anyway?” All you need to do is participate 
in a very simple game that will give you huge  
doses of the Advent spirit in the greatest way  
possible. That game is called: Secret Santa (or  
maybe we should call it Secret Angels). And it is  
the ideal game to play at this time. It’s a game 
where you have to do something nice for someone,  
like leave alittle present or a note on their desk 
or a similar place where you’re sure that they’ll  
notice the gift. And you don’t tell them! It’s like you’re  
their guardian angel, doing things – small acts of  
kindness – that can go a long way to brighten up 
someone’s day. It will give them peace, faith, hope 
and joy! And it teaches us kids to be generous not 
just to the people about whom you actually care 
– the people with whom you find it easy to share 
but also to people with whom you need to be more  
generous. If you’re still not convinced, then just  
try it because it’s guaranteed to brighten not just  
that other person’s day, but yours as well. So, 
don’t you want to be that person who brightens up  
another’s day? Don’t you want to be their source of 
joy? Well, personally, I think that everyone should 
be playing this game.

Hey, if you want, I could be your Secret Santa this 
year!
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To Our Dear Parishioners,

With Christmas around the corner, we ask once again that you open your hearts and consider supporting this year’s CCD 
Light A Parol Fund-Raising Project. A parol is the traditional Filipino Christmas ornament, of a five- pointed star lantern 
representing the Star of Bethlehem that guided the Three Wise Men on their way to pay homage to Baby Jesus.

Each Parol that you purchase will represent a gift from you.  With your generous donation, we hope to fill the San  
Antonio Parish Church with parols to welcome our Savior by Christmas Eve.  Each parol will carry the donor's name and 
hung beautifully in the church complemented by the elegant decor courtesy of Rustan's Flower Shop.  The Light a Parol 
Donors' List will be published in the Parish Bulletin.  Pledge Forms are available from CCD Office, Room 3 at the Parish 
Centre and from staff at the Parish Office.  Donations can be given at any time and official receipts will be issued.  Light 
A Parol 2019 was blessed and launched at the 6.00pm Mass on Sunday, 24 November; donations will be accepted until 
Sunday, 22 December 2019.

Now in its 25th year, this project is CCD's only channel to raise funds for the Franciscan Missions and various charitable 
organizations that our young CCD students participate in as well as special projects during different times of the year.  
Through these outreach programs, CCD students in seven grade levels, ranging in ages from five (5) to sixteen (16) are 
able to demonstrate their Faith in Action, putting into practice what they learn in the classrooms.

Because of your generosity, our most recent beneficiaries have been House of Somang, St. James the Great (Feeding  
program), Children from Hapag-Asa (feeding Program), White Cross Children’s Home, Marillac Haven for Girls,  
BINHI English Literacy Foundation, Dream Big Pilipinas, Mulawin Street Kids, Tahanan Outreach Projects and Services,  
Sister Luz Maria Capuchin Tertiary Sisters, Giving Hope Foundation, Mother Teresa Spinelli Treasurer (MTST), St.  
Hannibal Multi-Level School and the Franciscan Missions. We hope to reach out to many more charities this year. 

We are hoping for your kind support once again this year as your generosity will surely make a big difference in the lives 
of the less fortunate in our community.

Sincerely,
 

Kit S. Zobel de Ayala
LIGHT A PAROL 2019 CHAIRPERSON
 
Katty Roxas-Chua Qua
Joyce Santiago Wang
Marivic Borromeo
Vaya Kho
Eleanor Gonzalez
CCD LIGHT A PAROL 2019 COMMITTEE

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
SSAP PARISH PRIEST

!!!!!!!!
To Our Dear Parishioners, 
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