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The Presentation of the Lord
By Javier Luis P. Gomez

February 2 is the Feast of the Presentation of the 
Lord. Even though it is a familiar story, we seek 
the grace this year to see it anew with fresh eyes.

In the Gospel about the Presentation, Joseph and 
Mary bring the Child Jesus to the temple in order  
to fulfill the requirement of the law. As they 
bring Jesus there, they encounter two peculiar  
individuals -- Simeon and Anna. Both of them 
are elderly, both of them spend their time in the  
temple, and both of them are waiting for God 
to send the Messiah. In the Gospels, Simeon is  
described as “awaiting the consolation of Israel.”

For this week, we meditate on Simeon and Anna. 
Are you still able to “wait for the consolation of the 

Lord”? What is our attitude in the face of difficult 
times and dark days? Do we say, ”There is no 
hope -- for the Church, or for our country, and our 
world.”? Or can we say, ”Lord, I await Your day. I 
trust You will make things well.”?

To wait and to trust in God is an act of courage, 
and sometimes even an act of defiance. In the 
face of darkness, we can face up to it and say, 
“God is more powerful than even this that we 
face.” 

I would like to invite you to express hope in the 
Lord. And with that hope, to trust -- just as Simeon 
and Anna were able to do. We wait and we hope 
in the deliverance of God.
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The Gifts of Young People
By Marly Laraya

Despite their seeming absorption with their  
gadgets and with their fun-and-frolic world, the 
youth of San Antonio Parish are among the most 
hardworking, dedicated, and mission-oriented  
Catholics that I know. Just watch them juggle  
their school work, socials, extracurriculars,  
obligations, and family schedules to be present 
in their church activities. This means they have  
recognized Someone or something that lights 
them up at the core, and they can’t stay away. 
When they are together, you witness this beautiful 
bright flame of faith and love that you pray they 
will carry with them the rest of their lives. What 
is admirable is that their next instinct is to pull in 
their friends and family to join this flame, and their 
intent is to pass this on.

From the ruckus of these youngsters you will pick 
out stories of pure and good hearts giving out  
slippers to those in the mountains, giving their 
time to teach songs or recipes to their elders, 

volting in to pack boxes of goods in response to 
calamities, giving a bottle of water to a homeless 
person and striking a conversation with him to find 
out what else he might need to help him get back 
on his feet – and thus inspiring a whole city to do 
the same for each homeless human being they 
encountered from then on.. They carry this flame 
with them to the far ends of the earth.

And yet at this young age, they are vulnerable. 
Many things go on around them that bring them 
sadness and despair. And their instinct is to go to 
their elders to ask what it’s all about. They want to 
understand it better so that they know how to bring 
them hope. And there is our big chance to teach 
them and to let them realize how big and beautiful 
a gift they are to others. They bring all that light 
and love and hope and faith in their hearts and 
they want to pass it on. Believe in the youth and 
in their ability to change the world -- one soul at 
a time.
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“Give, and it will be given to you”
By Tara Singson

Growing up, 
my older sister  
was my role 
model because 
of her artistry 
and her eye for  
photography. I  
respect her  
deeply that even 
to this day, I 
still seek her  
approval for anything creative- 
related. She set the standard for 
me and I compared my technical 
abilities to her often. In hindsight, 
this may not have been very 
good for my self-esteem but I am  
grateful for it. The constant  
comparison pushed me to work 
harder to close the gap between 
where I was and where I want to 
be. 

Today, I am still far from from the 
ideal but I now have the courage  
to show my artwork to other  
people and feel proud. There was 
a time that I would have never 
pegged myself as “creative” or 
“artsy” because I thought those 
adjectives only belonged to my 
sister. Thinking back, it’s silly of 
me to think that I couldn’t pursue  
a talent because someone else 
had it. In fact, it was she who 
made me realize that talents  
develop differently in each  
person -- it’s just a matter of how 
you use those talents.

Luke 6: 38: “Give, and it will be 
given to you. Good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, 
running over, will be put into your 

lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured back to 
you.” We each have God-given 
talents that were meant to be 
used and honed. These talents 
are like seeds that need to be 
watered, tended to, and taken 
care of everyday until they grow 
into beautiful flowers. If not, 
the seeds will just rot and be  
forever buried in the ground. If 
one stops mid-way, the flower 
will just wither and eventually 
die. Remember that the work 
and persistence one puts into 
their talent is equivalent to the 
level of mastery. There are no 
shortcuts or loopholes; only 
consistency and hard work.  

To me, the true purpose of  
talents or skills is to help make 
people happy. I believe that my 
talent is my voice in this world. 
It is my own way of trying to 
make a difference whether 
it be big or small. I found that  
having shared my love for 
art with other people, helped 
mold me into a better artist or  
designer. In 2013, I had started 
volunteering for Make-A-Wish 
and Icanserve Foundation to 

aid them with their creative needs. 
At the beginning, I volunteered  
because it would be a good filler 
for my resume (yes, it’s selfish) but 
working with them has changed my 
perspective. I gained a sense of 
balance and worth that brought me 
out of my own little bubble. It wasn’t 
just about me anymore but, about 
all the people I could possibly help 
if I continued to get better.
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BELONGING: Our Faith Family
By Mimi Hidalgo

Everyone is hardwired to belong. It is a gift and a curse. It is 
a gift to belong and it is a curse to be isolated. But the truth 
is that you need to be with people who value what is dearest 
and most essential to you, and if you are like me, the most 
needed is God.

Legacy of Family

Upon entering high school, it struck me that my grandmother 
would always go to Daily Mass. When I was in college,  
I would strive to attend Daily Mass during lunchtime. When 
I started working, I would go to Mass on the weekends  
with my parents. What seemed obligatory became  
something I would anticipate. These people who have  
accompanied me in my faith journey are the people whom 
I value and cherish. Somehow, they made me the person 
that I am today.

Sacredness

The people who have journeyed with me gave me the  
appreciation of the sacredness of things and persons. They 
made me cherish the power of the Sacraments to make  
ordinary things, extraordinary. What may seem rather simple,  
mundane occurrences can be transformed into something 
beautiful! For instance, I would feel ashamed of my awkward 
adolescence and my terrible shyness but talking to a priest 
in the Youth of San Antonio (YSA) community made me  
realize that these painful memories make sense. Our priests 
serve as our spiritual directors, and through the Church’s 
apostolic powers, they are appropriated with the grace 
of the Holy Spirit to encourage us to carry on! Through a  
simple talk with our priests, what may seem sad can in 
fact, become stepping-stones, which lead one towards  
self-reflection. 

But we never need to walk alone as we have friends who 
cross the boundaries of friendship to become an intrinsic 
part of our heart. They become our spiritual family. Walking 
with them makes faith not a destination but a journey. Our 
spiritual family encourages us to walk towards the direction 
of wholeness or holiness (in the spiritual sense). When we 
journey with friends who are with us and share with us so 
many meaningful encounters -- a sort of fraternal affection 
develops, and being with these groups of people -- they can 
somewhat be a foretaste of Heaven.

Reciprocity

When we are faced with the reality that life can seem to be 
a series of peak experiences and struggles to find meaning 
in a somewhat incomprehensible world of acquisitions and 
achievements and life becomes an emotional roller-coaster, 
it sometimes makes us question God’s very existence. In 

this case, we need mentors and a support group. We need 
to be reminded that maturing in our faith journey is not a 
one-man job. We need a community to remind us that being 
good is not an option but a choice, and help us make this 
choice a lifestyle.

Faith-in-Action (FIA) is about building community life 
through Bible reflections, outreach programs and fellowship 
with like-minded people, who feel that at this point in their 
life, they need to unwind and reflect before taking action. 

I joined FIA, when my father died, and I wanted to be with 
the Church in this soul-searching aspect of my life. I wanted 
to be grounded in God’s values of faithfulness and have 
solid friendships that are Church-based.

So far, the Lord has been faithful to me. I am now an active 
member of FIA. Last Christmas, we visited the Home for the 
Aged. Fr. Reu celebrated Mass and then we got to interact 
with the elderly who are cared for by the Sisters of Loreto. 
What Fr. Reu said during the Homily was touching. He said, 
“We are visiting you, since we have first been visited by the 
Lord, and we are all here in gratitude to God.” Prior to this 
outreach activity we have been blessed by a Retreat by Fr. 
Godwin Tatlonghari wherein he challenged all of us to be 
recipients of God’s healing mercy and grace.

The faith journey towards finding ourselves to God need 
not be lonely. The YSA Community has so many ministries 
to help us find out our hidden gifts and talents. And sharing  
these with others helps us build a vibrant and life-giving 
church. We all have a part to play. The church is overflowing  
with the power of the Holy Spirit to revive old hearts, to 
transform traumas, and to build a life based on love.

Let us not waste this gift, and let us also carry with us in 
the deepest recession of our hearts: the many people who 
have accompanied us in our faith journey and say a prayer 
for them. At the same time, let this gratitude animate the 
spirit of hospitality as we welcome every new member that 
God has given us to increase our number. May they, like us, 
become recipients of these gifts of grace!
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SSAP Hosts A Celebration of the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity

By Vicki Lahoz

Our Parish hosted a celebration of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity last Friday, January 25, 2019. This is an  
annual event celebrated worldwide on the third week of 
January, where Catholics and the other Christians come 
together for an ecumenical service. Similar events were 
held last week in other parts of Metro-Manila and other  
provinces.

Around 150 people participated in this event at our church, 
including our own parishioners, our friends from the  
Focolare Movement and from other parishes, Dr. Rommel  
Linatoc, Program Secretary of the National Christian  
Churches of the Philippines, and Robert Samson, Acting 
General Secretary of the CBCP Episcopal Commission on 
Ecumenical Affairs.

The ecumenical Liturgy on the theme “Justice, and only  
justice, you shall pursue” (Deuteronomy 16: 18-20) was very 
solemn and was enhanced by the heavenly voices of the  
combined choirs of the Coro de San Antonio, Holy Trinity  
Church and Makati United Methodist Church, and by the  
elegant setting of our church. Leading the combined choirs 
was our very own Amelita Guevara.   

Fr. Jamil Albert led the ecumenical worship service, as 
leaders from other churches took turns reading the Word 
of God. In the homily of Fr. Peter Chilver of the Church of 
the Holy Trinity, he stressed the importance of achieving  
justice together, beginning with small steps. In fact, the 
amount collected during the service was given to the  
families of the victims of extrajudicial killings. 

Sumptuous snacks were served in the garden following the 
worship service. It was another chance to be one big family 
while “breaking bread” together.

The two hours spent together surely wasn’t enough. But 
it gave an inspiration to continue this journey with our  
Christian brothers and sisters to fulfill Jesus’ last wish “That 
all may be one.” (John 1: 17)

L-R:  Pastor Restie Concepcion (Makati United Methodist Church), Rev. Deacon 
Mary Chilver (Church of the Holy Trinity), Dix Roa (Union Church of Manila),  
Major Rod Serojales (Salvation Army), Bro. Erick Aldovino (United Church of 
Christ of the Philippines), Rev. Peter Chilver (Church of the Holy Trinity), Don 
Alviar and Ethel de Guzman (Focolare Movement), Fr. Jamil Albert (SSAP)

Back row L-R:  Major Rod Serojales (Salvation Army), Dix Roa (Union Church 
of Manila), Rev. Peter Chilver (Church of the Holy Trinity), Don Alviar (Focolare 
Movement), Jun Rodriguez (SSAP), Rev. Mario Balawag (United Church of Christ 
of the Philippines)

Front row L-R : Dr. Rommel Linatoc (National Council of Churches of the 
Philippines), Rev. Erah Cabillas (Independent Church of the Philippines), Pastor 
Restie Concepcion (Makati United Methodist Church), Bro. Erick Aldovino (United 
Church of Christ of the Philippines), Rev. Deacon Mary Chilver (Church of the 
Holy Trinity), Fr. Jamil Albert (SSAP), Ethel de Guzman (Focolare Movement), 
Pastor Emai Gabule (United Church of Christ of the Philippines) 

Coro de San Antonio

Combined choirs: Coro de San Antonio, Holy Trinity Church and Makati United 
Methodist Church



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities

6

The Small Stuff 
By Yanna Gemora
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Lately, I have been feeling a 
little overwhelmed. I usually  
talk to my grandma when I 
feel that way; I ranted about 
how frustrated and doubtful I 
was of myself, and if I were to  
describe how my feelings 
looked, it was like this: Me – a 
smaller version of me – trapped 
in this this large, terrifying, 
scribbly black ball. It was kind 
of like... being disconnected 
from everything? I functioned, 
and I worked. However, at the 
very core, I didn’t really like  
myself. I didn’t really understand 
what was going on. Where was 
my confidence, and my drive to 
work on my craft? Why was I so  
irresponsible, and what was I 
doing with my life? Why was I 
like this?

As I was telling her this, my 
grandma stopped what she 
was working on and asked, 

“What time did you get to work 
today?”

I said, “Um...eleven? We’re 
project-based, so no need to 
come on time.” “And what time 
is on time?”

“7:30”

“Why don’t you take the  
earliest bus tomorrow, and 
be at work by 7:30?” “Nobody  
actually really comes that early.” 

“At least you did. You were true 
to your word, and you’ll have 
your integrity. Start with that. 
You’ll feel better.”

She was right. To be honest,  
it wasn’t a perfect start. There 
were many days when I 
pressed the snooze button, 
and didn’t make it to the earliest  
bus. However, I’m working to 
get past that block. Always.

One of the things I learned 
from this experience is:  
Accepting who you are –  
including the things that aren’t 
so good – results in gaining a 
certain amount of confidence. 
You get this confidence by  
doing the small things. For me, 
neglecting the small stuff came 
at an invaluable price: my  
self-worth and integrity.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 
HEALING MASS 

Monday, February 11, 7:30AM  
Main Church 

Sacred Annointing with Holy Oil 
follows after the Mass.



PARISH BULLETIN

For ad placement in the Parish Bulletin,  
you may contact the Parish Office  

at 843-8830.  
Look for Edna.


