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Filipino Youth – Gifted!
By JJ Yulo

I’ve been involved with the youth of San Antonio  
ever since I myself was biologically a youth  
(nowadays I’m just mentally one!), and if there 
is one thing I have learned from sticking around 
here, it’s to never think for a second that there is 
nothing to learn from the young ones. 

It’s true. Our youth are, and have always been, 
gifted. In so many ways. Because they are  
always welcome, and because they are accepted  
literally with open arms, you can see them  
blossom right before your very eyes. Here, I 
have seen people create amazing art. I’ve heard  
musicians find themselves, developing their 
style, play with depth, sing with soul. I’ve seen  
thespians take the stage as absolute beginners, 
and push on to grace stages all over the world. All  
of them – the painters, the sketchers, the  
musicians, and the actors – they 
all have shaped and enriched our  
youth communities so much. 

But it is the writers – these  
amazing, wonderful wordsmiths 
– who have had the most impact 
on me. It is they who have taught 
me the most compelling lessons  
whenever they read their words 
in talks given during our prayer  
meetings or even during our  

weekends. It is humbling to be schooled by  
someone so much younger than oneself, but to 
me, it just proves that we are all the same -- on 
this life’s journey – some of us were just born  
earlier. In their powerful vulnerability, in their words 
of inspiration, in their questions, and even in their 
tears, the youth teach me lessons on life, on  
relationships, on forgiveness, on grace, on letting 
go, on faith, on seeing the Christ in each other. 

I am reminded again and again, that the youth 
are wiser than they realize. And in all this, I 
find the true spirit of charism – in these young 
ones in their tender years – that in them lie the  
extraordinary power bestowed by the Holy Spirit 
to make real change for the good of the Church. 
With God on their side, they will set the world on 
fire!
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RANDOM THOUGHTS  
Voices from Yesterday and Today…

Gifts of The Holy Spirit
By Peachy Maramba

Holy Spirit as Gift
The most pre-eminent and priceless gift that God the Father 
and God the Son give to us is the Holy Spirit. (Jn 20:19) At 
Pentecost, all those who believe in Jesus were promised by 
Peter to receive this “Gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:28)

3 BASIC CLASSES OF GIFTS
There are three basic classes of Gifts of the Holy Spirit:  
general, charisms and charismata, which we need to help us 
achieve holiness.

St. Anthony called these gifts the vivifying force of the graces 
of the Holy Spirit. They are called “gifts” because they can’t 
be bought nor earned nor merited. They are freely given to 
all of us by the Holy Spirit to enhance His temple - our soul.  
However, it is up to us to use these gifts properly.

7 GENERAL GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
General gifts are gifts not reserved for certain people but are 
for all. However, not all people are open to receive them. It is 
by prayer, by receiving the Sacraments and by hearing Holy 
Mass that we receive these gifts. 

While all spiritual gifts exalt Jesus, these seven gifts are  
given to us to enhance the Holy Spirit’s temple - our soul. To  
enlighten and help our intelligence, the Holy Spirit gives us the 
gifts of: Knowledge, Understanding, Wisdom and Counsel. To 
strengthen our wills, we receive Fortitude, Piety and Fear of 
the Lord.

All these gifts are given by God to help us in our relationship 
with Him and our neighbors. We receive them at Baptism to 
cooperate with the action of the Holy Spirit in our souls.

Gift of Knowledge
One of the greatest graces of this Gift is detachment. The Holy 
Spirit detaches us from the things of this world with the Gift of 
Knowledge. Having rid ourselves of our worldly mentality (our 

insatiable thirst for wealth, pleasure and vainglory),  we can 
now learn to see things as God sees them (as invitations to 
praise and thank God, Author of all that is good ) and judge all 
things according to the Divine Spirit.

The Gift of Knowledge helps us see and avoid dangers to our 
soul and spiritual welfare. Knowledge of self gives us the light 
to see ourselves as in a mirror clearly, see what is wrong and 
do something about it.

Gift of Understanding
The Gift of Understanding is a supernatural disposition of our 
minds that allows us to enter or see within the very mystery of 
God -- how He lives in us and we live in Him -- as our minds 
are suddenly enlightened with the light of God’s divine truths 
and we are enabled to grasp and realize these revealed truths 
easily. What we had believed by faith alone becomes in a flash 
clear to us and we gain deeper insights into these heavenly 
truths. Thus a passage of Scripture -- that we had never quite 
understood before -- becomes suddenly clear with this Gift of 
Understanding. The sudden enlightenments lift our souls to  
another plane and give us courage for any difficult task God 
may ask us to do to further His Kingdom

Gift of Wisdom
The Gift of Wisdom encompasses every Gift and every virtue; 
it knits them together with peace and wraps them all in love. 
Alexis Riaud consider this “the gift that is most noble, most 
precious, the one we must desire most ardently and pray for 
most persistently”, as it helps us to know what is truly pleasing 
to God.

This Gift lets us see everything with and through the eyes of 
God. The Holy Spirit grants us this power to see all things as 
God sees them and helps us to discern right from wrong. With 
this Gift, we are enabled to evaluate all things and happenings 
according to God’s point of view. Wisdom not only allows us to 
see God’s plan in every detail but also to accept it with love.

Having this longing and thirst for God that only He can satisfy,  
the Gift of Wisdom helps us to set out on a simple but  
direct path to God: We start out with a deep awareness of the  
Presence of the Lord. Then we firmly resolve to live for God 
alone and to endure everything for His glory. To do this, we try 
to empty ourselves of “self”. We despise “the perishable things 
of this world and aspire only after the things that are eternal.” 
If all this can be accomplished with the Gift of Wisdom, it is 
no wonder it is regarded as “the final touch in the Holy Spirit’s 
masterpiece” bringing together all the Gifts of Fear of the Lord, 
Piety, Fortitude, Counsel, Knowledge and Understanding and 
cementing them together with love.
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THE ABCs OF CATHOLIC DOCTRINE 

Parenting Today’s Young People
By Lianne Tiu

Raising young people 
is always a challenge, 
more so in an era when 
digital technology has  
profoundly changed 
the way they live, think, 
and do. Here are a few  
parenting tips:

1) Know and Understand 
- Be informed about the  
characteristics of today’s  
youth. They want active  
involvement. They want to 
share the fruits of their talents,  
skills, and creativity. Some 
themes that are important  
to them are social and  
environmental sustainability,  
discrimination, and racism. They 
use digital communication to  
mobilize.
    
Know more about the  
adolescence and understand the 
difficulties they are undergoing  
because of their physical,  
psychological and emotional 
changes.

2) Respect - Each child is 
unique. Do not insist on molding 
them to your preferences. 

3) Listen - Listen and be empathic  
to your children. Today’s young 
people want to be heard,  
accepted, and accompanied. 

4) Teach - Educate your children 
on faith in God, Christian virtues, 
and human sexuality. Teach them 
through your good examples. 
Correct them when necessary 
with firmness, without humiliating.  

Teach them to value the  
experiences of the elderly  
despite their dynamism and 
contributions. Remind them 
that parents always deserve 
love and respect.

5) Love - Show affection to 
your children. Spend time with 
them. No amount of money or 
gifts can substitute your loving  
presence. Be their ”real-life” 
friends. (It is not necessary 
to be online friends.) Take an  
interest in their lives, their 
friends, and the things that they 
care about.
 
Maintain a happy marriage. 
This makes them feel secure 
as they develop better in every 
aspect of their lives.

Put into practice the 3 magical 
words, “please, thank you, and 
sorry.”

6) Pray - Prayer is the  
foundation for good parenting.  
Talk to God about your  
children, your concerns, joys 
and plans for them. Get the 
strength to face challenges 
from Holy Communion and  

Confession. With God’s grace, 
you will be able to help your  
children become competent and  
responsible Christian adults.

(Reference: “Catechesis on the 
Family (I)” by Pope Francis;  
“Growing up in a Digital World:  
Benefits and Risks” From The  
Lancet Child & Adolescent Health; 
Final document of the Synod of 
Bishops on Young People, Faith 
and Vocational Discernment 2018; 
Adolescence: a period of changes)
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The Gift of Proclamation
By Daye Delos Reyes

I was 8 years old when I told my mom that I  
wanted to be a newscaster. I remember watching  
the children or junior version of Newswatch 9 -- 
aired on RPN Channel 9 -- way back because 
I admired a popular female newscaster then, 
who seemed to have the perfect diction and  
enunciation. And so, I fulfilled that dream by  
auditioning for Junior Newswatch on RPN  
Channel 9 and officially became a junior  
newscaster. Fast forward, I took a course in  
Communication and dabbled into some media 
and corporate hosting stints on the side while 
having a full time job, because I was in my  
element whenever I would host and “talk” in  
public. 

Thirteen years ago, my liking for something  
related to “speaking or reading in front of an  
audience” finally evolved when I decided to 
join the LeCom Ministry in my former parish. I 
would not say public speaking per se because in  
public speaking, the speaker inevitably becomes 

the focus along with his message. In being a  
lector and commentator, the WORD OF GOD is 
the focus. The speaker is merely a medium.  I 
delved a bit more into my intentions -- and that’s 
when I realized that I really wanted to serve God 
-- and felt that joining the ministry was one way of 
giving back. One’s intentions become purposeful 
through prayers. As your spirituality deepens, the 
longing to serve becomes more apparent, yet in a 
humble way. 

I remember my former dear co-lector telling me 
that as lectors/commentators, “we should not be 
calling attention to ourselves” -- and that advice 
stuck. Being a lector is a gift, a privilege and not 
an entitlement. You should also be ready to make 
sacrifices -- like accepting the early morning slots 
-- and not just going for what is convenient. An 
“announcer” kind of voice or having the perfect 
diction does NOT automatically qualify you to  
become a Lector/Commentator.  

Perhaps you will know if you have the gift of  
proclamation, when you want to share the word 
of God in the most unassuming way possible  
through your gift of speech, detaching yourself 
and accepting that you are merely an instrument of  
God. Audible, clear and well-enunciated delivery  
are necessary, but more important is reading  
each phrase through the heart and in a 
way that would be best understood by the 
community. And just like any endeavor,  
practice is key. Listening to yourself is a big help 
too; the rest is through God’s grace.
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Provincial Feast of San Pedro Bautista 
and Benefactors’ Night 2019

Santuario de San Pedro Bautista Parish ~ February 4, 2019

San Pedro Bautista was a man of many talents. 
He was a famed orator in his native, Avila, Spain. 
He was a Philosophy professor and excellent 
musician. He came to the Philippines in 1584. 
He proved to be a very passionate and effective 
preacher. His preaching ignited the desire of many 

men to serve God as priests. Thus, Franciscan 
friars were inspired by his example and we too 
are called to be witnesses like he, by sharing our 
time, talent and treasure to build God’s Kingdom. 
In 1593, he and his companions were martyred in 
Nagasaki, Japan.

Opening Remarks by Vicar Provincial and SSAP 
Parish Priest, Fr. Reu Galoy, OFM

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION

BENEFACTORS Awarded by Fr. Cielo Almazan, Minister Provincial, 
OFM Province of San Pedro Bautista

Engr. Edgardo & Mrs. Carrie Bautista Arch. & Mrs. Lorenzo Calma

Mrs. Josephine Razon - award received 
by Carrie Bautista and Tina Teehankee 

Catholic Women’s League (CWL-SSAP) 
-  award received by Isabel Abella

Fr. Arnel Percival Tayem and Fr. Joel Sulse singing 
the Prayer of St. Francis ‘Make Me a Channel  

of Your Peace’



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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