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Asian Mission Congress 2019
By Luis Rivilla

The Franciscan Conference of Asia and Oceania 
of the Order of Friars Minor held its first ever Asian 
Mission Congress on February 17 – 21 at the  
Carmelite Spirituality Center in Tagaytay City with 
the theme “Renewed Fraternity in Mission in Asia”.  
The conference was attended by delegates from 
Australia, China, India, Indonesia, Italy (Rome), 
Korea, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand and  
Vietnam. Among the objectives of the congress 
was the need to better understand the present  
situation of Asia in relation to mission and to  
maximize the important contributions of Lay  
Partners in the missionary endeavors of each  
entity. What made this Congress unusual was 
the joint participation of both Clergy and lay  
delegates. 

Talks centered on the need for a new  
evangelization -- one that is reactive and alive.  
We are called to live out our Baptism and to  
evangelize by preaching the good news, not by 
imposing new obligations but by sharing God’s 
joy. Evangelization asks us to take part in a new 
missionary “going forth” away from our comfort 
zone in order to reach all the “peripheries” in need 
of the light of the Gospel.

Proclamation of the Word consists of encounter, 
dialogue and mercy. Church should be one that 
accompanies, listens and brings about healing. 
Church must be with the poor; not only going to 
the poor but also going “among” the poor, making  
them active participants in the encounter and  
dialogue. Encounter is the place where God  
makes us human. Encounter is not a one time 
event but rather a continuous process that  
becomes a way of living. As evangelizers we are 
taught to live the question rather than trying to 
give an answer.

The call to mission is, to quote Pope Francis, 
“to listen, to be a neighbor, to bear witness”. He  
further states, it is “not our preaching, but our  
witness of life that proves effective”.  
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“Awakening The Mystic In Us… 
A Preparation for Lent”

A Talk by Fr. Ramon Bautista, SJ

Here are some of 
the “take aways” 
from our San Antonio  
prayer group (Ada, 
Billie, Chickie,  
Conchitina, Gilda,  
Julie, Len, Marge, 
Rose and Tutti)  
from Fr. Mon’s talk 
on “Awakening The  
Mystic In Us… A 
Preparation for 
Lent.” held last Feb. 
11. 

“Mysticism is natural and innate in us. And yet, 
we only recognize it when we awaken and  
begin to experience intimacy with God - when God 
becomes real and present to us; when we begin 
to see and sense Him in everything… when we  
begin to think, feel, and love like HIM. A large part 
of this awakening comes alive as we seek and  
discern God’s will for us. For me, this “choosing” 
or discernment involves listening to my deepest 
desires and longing, using and sharing my talents 
and gifts, honoring my personal experience of  
sorrow and pain, and then asking myself if what I 
have chosen to do is what is most compassionate 
and of service to others.”

“Pain teaches us to be humble and it changes our 
perspective in life. We should accept pain and  
allow it to change ‘US’ just like when Jesus  
embraced suffering so that He could comfort 
us in our sufferings. Pain and sorrow can be our  
greatest teacher in life. It is a formative  
experience. Use our pain and sorrow to be more 
compassionate.”

“God looks at the heart and the compassion. One 
need not dwell on limitations. But be where your 
passions are. There -- where your passion and 
energy lie -- is God’s will for you. Listen to your  

desires, your gifts and talents. Never bury your  
talents.”

“Your vocation is where your heart’s deep  
gladness meets the world’s deep needs.”  
(Frederick Buechner)

“He created me in His image and likeness. Lord, 
grant me the grace to love You the way You love me 
and to love others in the same way.”

“We are compassionate when we feel other people’s  
pain and struggles as though they were ours.”

“Fr. Mon gave deeper reasons and meaning to  
difficult situations that happen in my life… how these 
can make me a more sensitive and compassionate 
Christian.”

“Christian compassion is our willingness to enter 
into the chaos of others.” (Fr. James Keenan, SJ)

“What is there to prove at this time of our lives?” 
Why do I have to worry if I am old? Everyone gets 
old…and by this time, I should already accept 
what Jesus, my Lord has given me. I don’t have to 
change the color of my hair from grey to blonde, just 
to prove I’m still young.”

“Senior years are times of serenity. There is nothing 
more to prove. Part of this is the realization of my 
great capacity both for good and evil and how. The 
choices made are dependent on God’s graces.” 
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The 71st Antioch Weekend
By Marti Limpo

“We loved you even before 
we met you.”

Having been a part of the 
Antioch community since 
2016, I have been blessed 
and fortunate enough to 
have witnessed 5 Antioch 
Weekends happen after 
the one I joined. However,  
I feel that there was  
something about our most 
recent Weekend, the 71st 
Weekend that felt a little 
different among the others. 
With less than 3 months to 
prepare for this Weekend, 
which is lesser than usual, 
I had a lot of fears coming 
up. It felt as if there was 

After the Weekend, I did a lot 
of reflecting, and a bunch of 
things came into my mind. It 
was through this Weekend 
and the amazing people in our  
loving community, that I was 
reminded of the magic that  
Antioch brings. Honestly, I 
feel that there is nothing more 
pure, genuine and beautiful 

about how all of us in Antioch come  
together and work for months for a 
bunch of people we haven’t even 
met yet. I find it to be amazing,  
how it’s literally God’s love 
that brings us together as a  
community, as He gives all of us the  
opportunity to spread His love to 
strangers-turned-family.

“We loved you even before we met 
you.” perfectly encapsulates what 
Antioch is all about.

just way too much to do, with 
so little time. Even a few weeks  
before the Weekend, there were 
still more than a handful of things 
that we all had to get done.  
Surprisingly though, the 71st 
Weekend went by so smoothly 
and went so much better than 
expected; I could even say that it 
was more than a success! 
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Blessing of Sala de Misericordia  
(Room of Mercy)

Feb. 15, 2019

SSAP Welcomes Fr. Michael Perry  
and His Definitory

Feb. 15, 2019
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The OFM Minister General Holds Meetings in 
Thailand and the Philippines

By Fr. Reu Jose Galoy, OFM

The Minister General, Michael Perry, OFM (The 
120th Successor of St. Francis of Assisi) and his 
General Definitory met the ministers of the two 
conferences of Asia and Oceania last Feb 10-15, 
2019 at Baan Phu Waan Pastoral Training Center 
in Sampran, Thailand. 

These two conferences are the East Asian  
Conference (EAC) and the South Asia, Australia  
and Oceania Conference (SAAOC). These  
conferences on Formation and Studies, Missions 
and Evangelization and JPIC were participated 
by 22 ministers and 6 secretary coordinators. 
The joint conference is called the Franciscan  
Conferences of Asia and Oceania (FCAO). 
These meetings are part of the mandate from the  
General Statutes that the Government of the  
Order has to meet all the Conferences at least 
once during the six-year period in order to promote 
sharing and effective consultation as regards to 
questions of greater importance and direction of 
the Order; matters that deal with the life of the 
Friars, collaboration 
and solidarity among 
entities (cf. GGSS 
202).

After the meeting in 
Thailand, the Minister  
General and his 
Definitory proceeded 
to the Philippines to 
join the last two days 
of the Asia, Australia 
and Oceania Under 
10 gathering held 
at St Paul’s Retreat 
Center, Alfonso, 

Cavite from February 16-18. Around 40 young  
friars from Asia, Australia and Oceania  
participated in the gathering. The theme of the 
said gathering was, “Young Asian Friars in a  
Radically Changing World”. The Minister General  
gave a talk entitled, “Franciscan Challenge of  
Going to the Peripheries”. 

On February 18, the Minister General and his 
Definitory also met the friars and lay missionaries 
who participated in the Asian Mission Congress 
held at the Carmelite Retreat House in Tagaytay, 
Cavite, Philippines. Around sixty 60 friars and lay 
missionaries came for the meeting. The Minister 
General also gave a talk with the title, “Re-telling 
the Story of Jesus in Asia”.

Finally, from February 18-20, the Minister General  
and the General Definitory for Asia and Oceania  
made their official visit to the friars of the  
Philippine Province of San Pedro Bautista,  
Philippines.



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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MARCH CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

March 5 (Tuesday)
After 6:00 PM Mass  Buling Buling (Parish Center)
9:00 PM  Burning of Palms

March 6 (Wednesday)   
Ash Wednesday
Imposition of Ashes in all Masses
Schedule of Masses:  
    6:15 AM, 7:30 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:15 NN,  
    4:00 PM (CCD sponsored), 6:00 PM

March 8 (Friday) 
5:00 PM  Stations of the Cross at the Stations of  
    the Cross Garden (Youth/Family Life)

March 10 (Sunday)
1st Sunday of Lent

March 15 (Friday)
5:00 PM Stations of the Cross at the Stations of  
    the Cross Garden (EMHC/Marian Cenacle)

March 15-17 (Friday to Sunday)
7:00 PM (Friday) to 8:00 PM (Sunday)
SYA Weekend

March 17 (Sunday)
2nd Sunday of Lent

March 19 (Tuesday) 
Solemnity of St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed  
    Virgin Mary

March 22 (Friday)
5:00 PM  Stations of the Cross at the Stations of  
    the Cross Garden (Scholarship/MBMG)

March 23 (Saturday)
7:00 AM - 7:00 PM  Visita Iglesia

March 24 (Sunday) 
3rd Sunday of Lent

March 25 (Monday) 
Annunciation of the Lord

March 29 (Friday) 
5:00 PM  Stations of the Cross at the Stations of  
    the Cross Garden (CWL)

March 31 (Sunday) 
4th Sunday of Lent
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