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The Saint and the Poor
By Monica Madrigal

Saint Anthony of Padua was born and raised by 
a wealthy and noble family in Lisbon, Portugal. 
He gave up his wealth to become a Franciscan 
priest so that he could truly serve God by serving  
His people. Saint Anthony’s life is what every  
Christian’s life is meant to be - to have our feet  
solidly on the ground of total trusting love and  
dependence on God, to have a steady courage to 
face the ups and downs of life, to love and forgive 
and to be concerned for the needs of others.

Saint Anthony is considered as Patron Saint of 
the Poor because one of the most remarkable 
and most touching aspects in his life was his  
extraordinary love for the poor, which he  
expressed most often by feeding the hungry and 
by his sermons. He preached to the poor and less 
fortunate. He set his life to preach. He practiced 
poverty, so he could truly preach about it.

In Saint Anthony’s time, the poor were in the 
streets, mingling with the rich who encountered  
them daily. Many citizens expressed their  
generosity by giving the poor their leftover scraps 
of food and their old clothing. Yet Saint Anthony 
called for an even greater generosity. Although 
he had no money to give, Saint Anthony gave  
compassion. 

Anthony’s greatest works for the poor were his 
sermons against usury. His sermons caused  
conversion in Padua, inspiring city officials to 
enact a statute on March 15, 1231, just a few 

months before 
Anthony died. 
Prior to this,  
usurers were 
r e g u l a r l y 
charging 20  
percent to 30 
percent interest,  
some even  
extorted up 
to 75 percent  
interest! Debtors 
who had been 
unable to pay 
were stripped of 
their property,  
condemned to 
p u n i s h m e n t , 
and/or jailed. 
The statute, 
“enacted at the 
instance of the venerable brother and blessed 
Anthony, confessor of the order of Friars Minor,” 
stated that “no one henceforth should be held in 
prison for money debts, past, present, or future, 
if he forfeited his goods. And this applies to both 
debtors and their bondsmen” 

St. Anthony’s generosity in helping the poor was 
heroic. Today, his friars from the Basilica in Padua 
are actively engaged in the task of continuing his 
great mission in favor of the poor in our troubled 
world. 
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Our Lady of Fatima
By Amparo Lim

Who is Our Lady of Fatima?  I first heard about 
her when I was in elementary and I have been 
wearing her medal ever since. I thought, I was 
close to her, since I invoked, “Our Lady of Fatima, 
Pray for Us”, every day after my recitation of the 
Rosary. I knew her as our Blessed Virgin Mary 
who appeared on May 13, 1917 and every 13th 
of every month until October at the Cova da Iria 
in Fatima, Portugal to three shepherd children,  
Lucia dos Santos, and Francisco and Jacinta 
Marto. 
 
In October 2014, I attended the Conference for 
World Union of Catholic Women’s Organization 
(WUCWO) as a Philippine CWL representative.  
It was my first time in Fatima, Portugal and I 
had been looking forward to this trip. To my  

disappointment, I saw a modern plain structure in 
front of the Basilica. I was expecting something  
of the old Cova da Iria. That evening, we  
attended the vigil but again to our dismay, the  
revered statue of Our Lady was not included in the 
procession. Then came Friday and Saturday night, 
as usual, we arrived early to pray the Rosary. Soon 
after, people piled in, the line extended for a mile 
or so, then at last, Our Lady of Fatima arrived, as 
part of the procession. This was a most wonderful  
experience. I felt her presence as I felt the faith of 
the people around me. I can’t explain it, but I knew 
that she was there, actually present amongst us. 
For the Sunday Mass, we had to squeeze through 
hordes of people to go to Communion. Then, to 
our pleasant surprise, Our Lady passed us on her 
way to the Chapel of Apparition where she was 
going to be enshrined. Tears just flowed down my 
cheeks, I felt warm, I truly believed that she was 
there with me. 

Today, I still wear the medal of Our Lady of Fatima 
in my necklace together with the medals of Saints 
Francisco and Jacinta. I continue to pray the  
Rosary daily and offer my First Saturday  
Masses and adoration in reparation for sins  
committed against her Immaculate Heart.
 
We at the Cenacle will start a Novena on May 4 
to culminate on May 13, the Feast of Our Lady of 
Fatima. We pray for our country, the Church and 
all people. We pray also for the Consecration of 
Russia, so that an era of peace can be ushered 
in finally. 
 
Our Lady of Fatima, in her message, warned us 
of many catastrophes to happen if people don’t 
change. There is too much violence and greed 
in the world. People’s values have changed and 
many have turned away from God. Our Lady asks 
us to pray the Rosary daily and include the Fatima 
prayer after each decade of the Rosary.
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Fatima 102 Years Later: We Await in Joyful 
Hope the Coming of Our Lady’s Victory

By Angelyn Dee

Our Lady came to Fatima 
102 years ago with an urgent 
call to conversion: to stop  
offending God and center 
our lives on prayer and the  
Eucharist, to suffer and do  
penance for souls, and to 
entrust ourselves to her  
Immaculate Heart because 
God Himself has entrusted the 
peace of the world to her. She 
revealed herself as “the Lady 
of the Rosary” and asked us to 
pray it daily to defeat evil and 
draw down God’s peace. 

She showed the shepherd 
children a vision of Hell, of the 
world about to be scorched 
with a fiery sword, and of a 
large wooden cross atop a 
hill with countless martyrs  
lying dead beneath its arms. 
She warned us about Russia 
and the Second World War, 
revealed that the cause of 
war is sin, and confirmed the 
authenticity of her messages 
with a miracle announced four 
months in advance, witnessed 

by over 100,000 people,  
including atheist journalists who 
watched in utter amazement. 

Pope Benedict XVI said that 
Fatima’s prophetic mission has 
yet to be completed, while Pope 
St. John Paul II said it cannot be 
considered private revelation as 
the future of the world depends 
on our response. How are we 
responding? Are we convinced 
of the urgency of Our Mother’s 
plea for peace and that each of 
us is necessary in her mission?

Fatima is ultimately a message 
of hope and mercy because no 
matter what trials we face or 
how dark and divisive our world 
becomes, Mama Mary assures 
us that a heart of prayer and 
penance is more powerful than 
bullets and bombs, and that, in 
the end, her Immaculate Heart 
will triumph and peace will 
be granted to the world. This 
promise, said Maria Luigi  
Cardinal Ciappi in 1994, will 
be “the greatest miracle in the  

history of the world, second only 
to the Resurrection.” 

The enmity between The Woman 
and the Serpent (Gen. 3:15) is a 
battle raging all around us, but we 
can hasten our Lady’s victory by 
her way of humility and holiness, 
prayer and reparation, and by  
entrusting ourselves to her  
Immaculate Heart - our refuge and 
way to God.
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Feeding the Homeless
By Voltaire E. Tayag

Like many Catholic school educated  

children, I grew up being exposed to 

a lot of outreach activities. My parents  

reinforced outreach during our birthdays, 

when we would not be given birthday  

parties. Instead, they would take us to  

Elsie Gaches Village or Home for the 

Aged. Admittedly, as a kid, I wasn’t that 

thrilled about it because I would have  

preferred to have a party. But that’s the 

great thing about good parenting, the child 

grows up being thankful for these lessons. 

Years later, I found myself volunteering  

at soup kitchens in downtown Los  

biscuits, fresh fruit and other goods that will 

last them several days. Raincoats and tarpaulin 

sheets are their favorites. But from the beginning, 

I always made sure that I had toys for the young 

children.

Feeding the homeless has fed my heart and 

soul. I shall always remember when this young,  

homeless boy who was voluntarily exchanging 

his new and only toy truck for a doll. He was  

unfazed as the other kids teased him and told me 

it was for his younger sister who was sick. Such a 

selfless act from someone who literally had none 

to give or all his wealth to give!

Angeles especially around Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. When I moved back to Manila in 2006, 

I would join my Dad a few times a year where we  

distribute food and goodies to the homeless 

around the city.

We would leave the house at around 6:00 am  

before the homeless sleeping on the streets wake 

up. In the early years, we gave lugao, bread, and 

in my mind, a bag of toiletry essentials. We call 

it Hermie’s Kitchen. But as I got to know them 

more, I had a better understanding of what they  

actually needed. We now pack canned goods 

(with an easy open top), packaged foods,  
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Sole Purpose
By Mary Anne Rose Silagpo

Walking to school doesn’t have to hurt. Due to 

poverty, some parents cannot afford to provide a 

pair of shoes for their children, they consider it 

as a luxury item. Hundreds of kids walk to and 

from their school every day in slippers or worse,  

barefoot - without any form of protection on 

their feet. These kids know the importance of  

studying and that’s why they diligently walk an  

average of 5 kilometers back and forth so that they  

can receive an education.

Another school year is starting this June and 

it’s also the start of the rainy season here in the  

Philippines. For many school kids in Isabela, that 

means struggling to go to school via slippery  

roads without the appropriate footwear. With  

support from the parish community, San  

Antonio Single Young Adults (SYA) aims to  

provide 1000 kids in Isabela (Cagayan Valley)  

with shoes be-

fore the school 

year starts. With 

your generosity, 

you can help us 

to reach our goal. 

Your P400 will 

give a child a pair 

of sturdy shoes to 

wear on their daily 

trek to school. 

Our partner,  

Every Sole 

Counts, did a 

similar project in 

Leyte. They gathered donors and volunteers to 

be able to provide shoes to 800 school children in 

Isabel, Leyte. 

Shoes alone will not solve their problems, but we 

have to encourage these kids and help keep their 

excitement alive when going to school so that 

they can take a step closer to their dreams. It may 

be just a pair of shoes but these shoes equates to 

a sense of self-confidence for these children.

If you would like to make a donation to our cause, 

you may course it through the Parish Office or 

for more details, you may contact Trina Soriano 

(0917) 846 3555 or Veron SIlagpo (0917) 886 

4806.



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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Luke 18 Silent Servants: 
How did I spread God’s love during the 72nd Luke 18 Weekend?

Alicia Uy- Program Head 
I was able to spread God’s love by 
serving the candidates. Since the 
Weekend was about guiding them 
to a better relationship with God 
and the others around them, I had 
to make sure that everything was in 
order for that to happen. Although it 
was stressful, it was worth seeing 
them all have a wonderful time.

Charles Tanay- Program Head 
I was able to spread God’s love 
through my passion for music. Before 
and after every activity, the whole 
community would gather around and 
sing our hearts out to God. Being 
able to play the ukulele, I would never  
hesitate to use my gift and talent  
by playing the countless number  
of catchy tunes with the whole  
community. I am surely glad that 
I helped contribute in bringing the 
candidates closer to God, even with 
my small voice. Either by singing 
or strumming an instrument, I felt a 
strong connection with Luke 18 as 
we all chanted and praised Him in  
harmony.

Basti Galvez 
Well writing my letter to my procopio 
always makes me imagine taking 
care of them after the weekend. My 
making sure they attend meetings 
-- and answering any questions they 
have – are my ways of spreading 
God’s love beyond the weekend. It 

The first way in which 
I was able to spread 
God’s love was by 
helping out with my 
assigned royalty 
which was music. 
Second, I was able 
to help out with oth-
er royalties as well 
such as Prodi. Lastly,  
I interacted with  
other silent servers 
and we all had fun 
helping each other.

gives them the vibe that their faith 
family will always be there for them 
and I think that’s the kind of love  
everybody needs in the world. 

Ines Angara
I was able to spread God’s love by 
simply preparing the different things 
needed for the candidates’ activities. 
We prepared for the candidates to be 
welcomed into a new family, where 
they will live out what they learned 
in those different activities and will 
spread God’s love further. 

Jake Nery
My primary role this Weekend was 
to organize and direct the Prodigal 
Son play as one of its two heads. 
Through writing some of the script 
and acting in the play myself, I 
feel like I did my part in sending  
the messages that the play is 
meant to convey. This Weekend  
I spread God’s love by doing my 
job, sharing His word through the  
Prodigal Son performance. 

Miko Cano
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