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Taking Care of the Environment
By LC Fernandez

Whenever I go camping, I always look forward to  
waking up to the beautiful sounds of birds chirping, 
or witnessing the sun rise from the mountain top as 
its light touches and gives color to the surroundings; 
to sitting underneath the comfortable shade of a tree 
while I read a book; struggling to wake up at dawn 
to see the majestic star-lit sky. While I am one with  
nature, I feel like I am also one with God.  

It is also in nature that St. Anthony turned to when 
he was rejected by the townspeople of Rimini, Italy. 
In this famous story, no one would listen to him talk 
about God’s goodness, so he called upon the fishes 
by the river.  He preached about how God cares for 
these creatures, that the schools of fishes swam like 
they were eager to listen to him. The people were so  
fascinated by this miracle that a lot of them listened 
and believed in God.

It is apparent that we have ignored the importance 
of our environment such that we now experience the 
severe consequences. We were given dominion over 
God’s creation, yet we tend to abuse it. If only we 
dare to care for what God has entrusted us, to think 
not only of ourselves but also of others’ welfare, we 
would then think of how our actions affect one another.  
Simple ways -- such as picking up our own 
trash, teaching and practicing a sustainable and  
environmental-friendly lifestyle -- might show and 
teach others to do the same. 

We should start doing something to so that our future 
children may also experience the beauty of nature 
just as how we experience it today. Whenever you 
go out there, take a pause, be thankful that you have  
experienced being one with God, and remember to 
help others experience it too.
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RANDOM THOUGHTS  
Voices from Yesterday and Today…

By Peachy Maramba

The Feast of the Visitation (May 31)
The Feast of the Visitation of Mary to her cousin  
Elizabeth is based on a scriptural passage as narrated 
by St. Luke (Lk 1:39-56).

It is amazing how from this simple biblical story, we 
learn many lessons from it. Immediately following the  
Annunciation when the angel Gabriel told Mary that 
she was to give birth to the Lord, he also informed her 
that her cousin Elizabeth, who was barren, was now  
six-months pregnant, although she was of post 
child-bearing age. This was because all things are  
possible with God. Joyfully, Mary hurriedly sped to the 
hill country summer home of Zachariah and his wife  
Elizabeth in Judah to not only visit but also to serve her. 
This shows us a good example of the importance of  
making time to visit the helpless, sick and lonely.

The Blessedness of Mary
 
Upon entering the house, Mary excitedly cried out 
a greeting to Elizabeth. Filled with the Holy Spirit,  
Elizabeth uttered the memorable and unforgettable 
words that were later incorporated in our prayer, Hail 
Mary: “ Blessed are you among women and blessed  
is the fruit of your womb.” (Lk 1:42). This was a  
double blessing that Elizabeth was foretelling. It was also  
showing the fulfillment of the prediction of the Angel  
Gabriel: that the Baby Mary carried in her womb “will be 
great and be called the Son of God.”
 

But Mary’s fundamental blessedness is: “Blessed is 
she who trusted that the Lord’s words to her would be 
fulfilled.” (Lk 1:45). Mary, though a very young maiden, 
must have been shocked and unbelieving when she 
heard these words of the Annunciation. But trusting in 
the words of God, she readily gave her total “yes” to God 
without wavering.
 
Mary is here in contrast to Zachariah who was struck 
dumb for not believing.  This is why Elizabeth extolled her 
by saying: “Blessed are you who believe that the words 
of God would come true.”

The Blessedness of Elizabeth
 
Elizabeth was likewise blessed because she, unlike her 
husband Zachariah, trusted in the Lord although what 
she was asking for seemed impossible. So not only 
was she given a son but one who was to become an  
important person: John the Baptist, who became the  
precursor of the coming of Jesus.

The Magnificat

It is thanks to St. Luke that the scene of the Visitation was 
extended with Mary’s heartfelt personal thanksgiving  
– the Magnificat. In it, Mary recognizes the divine  
intervention in her mothering of the Savior. “My soul  
proclaims the greatness of the Lord and my spirit exalts 
in God, my Savior. He has looked upon His lowly servant 
in her lowliness, and people forever will call me blessed. 
God Who is Mighty has done great things for me and holy 
is His name.” (Lk 1:46-49)

The Feast
 
It was Pope Sixtus IV (1471-84) who built the Sistine 
Chapel. He was a Franciscan devoted to the Virgin and 
who in 1475 finally instituted the festival.
 
However, as the feast was based only on a scriptural 
passage, it was retained in the Book of Common Prayers 
as a Black Letter or minor festival for ages. It was moved 
in the Roman Catholic calendar of 1969 from July 2 (the 
date chosen by Pope Boniface IX as a feast) to May 31.
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A Lector/Commentator’s Reflection  
on the Ascension of the Lord

By Suzette Gatmaitan

LECOM CORNER

In the biblical perception, the  
Ascension of Jesus Christ  
signifies His departure from earth 
as He takes His seat at the right 
hand of God to be our Mediator 
and Advocate while preparing a 
place for us in Heaven.  

The Worship Ministry goes 
through the laborious task of 
planning the series of events for 
Holy Week to relive the passion,  
death and resurrection of Christ, 
from: 1) The selection of the 
12 disciples for the washing of 
the feet on Holy Thursday; 2)  
Conceptualizing the theme 
and selection of sharers for the  
Seven Last Words on Good  
Friday; 3) Obtaining permits and 
filling in logistics for the Santo  
Entierro procession, Village  
Stations of the Cross and Easter  
Salubong; and 4) Matching  
seasoned lectors and  
commentators for each liturgical 
service and choosing appropriate 
songs from our very own Coro de 
San Antonio.

Assigned Lectors and  
Commentators for Holy Week  
bear the task of bringing the 

congregation back in time to 
re-experience the humiliation 
and excruciating pain Jesus had 
to suffer. Equipped only with 
their God-given voices, each 
word must come out sharp and 
clear with proper enunciation  
and intonation observed to the 
highest degree. Commentators  
act as floor directors too,  
organizing the flow of the Liturgy  
and being quick to respond in  
order to maintain order and  
solemnity. This is the time 
when early call time is normal,  
vacations are deferred, and 
by Good Friday, the body may  
succumb to fatigue. But come 
Easter Vigil, as we hear the 
church bells ringing and see the 
church illumined by bright lights, 
at the exact moment CORO sings 
the first line of Papuri sa Diyos, 
we too, share in that glorious 
Resurrection with mixed feelings 
of joy and relief. Easter’s promise 
-- of comfort, tranquility and new 
beginnings -- is finally here! 

Forty days after the Resurrection, 
through the Ascension of Jesus 
Christ, everything is now in its proper 
place. For lectors and commentators 
who served during the Holy Week, 
the physical and spiritual recharging  
has been completed. For the  
congregation, their state of mind has 
been reset. The challenge is now 
set for everybody: Find the road 
leading to God’s all-embracing and  
welcoming arms. In God’s time, we 
pray that we will.
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St. Anthony: Lover of the Environment
How Do I Love Thee? Let Me Count the Ways

By Aissa Montecillo

How much do we love the world we live in? Our  
neighborhood surroundings? Our city? Our country?

As human beings God has gifted us with a beautiful  
planet, filled with abundant resources and natural  
splendor.

The Internet has changed the way we look at the world 
over the past 20 years – without getting off our couch, we 
are able to see the majesty of many remote and pristine 
beaches. Unfortunately, in the course of actually visiting 
those places, we have neglected to leave them as we 
found them – and in many cases, we have left them dirty 
and polluted. Today, the weight of our neglect is evident in 
the pictures of environmental abuse – among others, the 
proliferation of plastic, not only on our own shores but also 
worldwide.

I used to rant about this. Often. I watched – then forwarded  
– numerous videos of garbage-strewn beaches in various 
parts of our country. 

One day, I attended a conference on Zero Waste and 
learned about an advocacy to hold manufacturing  
companies responsible and accountable for their  
packaging, specifically sachets. Froilan Grate, the  
founder, said something that convicted me: “Why 
should the consumer alone be burdened with the  
responsibility of disposing of these unrecyclable plastic 
packages?” With this mindset, he created Brand Audit, an  
advocacy that keeps track of the brands that litter our 
streets and beaches and holds them accountable. (https://
www.breakfreefromplastic.org/2019/01/16/big-brands- 
behind-plastic-waste-froilan-grate/) 

Last month, at a beach in Cebu, God gave me an  
opportunity to play a role in loving our planet. My husband 
and I went for a walk. After only 15 minutes, I couldn’t help 
but see how much plastic garbage we saw, embedded in 
the sand, strewn everywhere. After only ten minutes of 
looking, we picked up over 100 pieces of plastic trash. 
Had the sun not set, we probably could have picked up 
another 200 pieces. The words of Pope Francis in Laudato 
Si were ringing in my ears: “Christians need an ecological  
conversion.” This was mine.

How can you help?

• On your next walk on the beach at low tide, bring 
a bag and pick up pieces of plastic. This is a great  
activity to do with your children or grandchildren.

• Bring your own food containers (meats or fish) 
and mesh bags (fruits and vegetables) to the 
supermarket when purchasing meats or fish. 

• Carry your own eco bag in in lieu of grocery 
bags.

• Bring your own refillable water bottle when 
traveling. Most airports – including ours – have 
water-refilling stations now. Say “no” to water 
in a disposable plastic bottle as often as you 
can. 

Lord, how do I love Thee? By showing our love and 
gratitude to God for the gift of this planet. A little at 
a time.
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St. Anthony and Laudato Si
By Fr. Baltazar Obico, OFM

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
says the planet will reach the crucial threshold of 1.5 
degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) above pre-industrial  
levels by as early as 2030, precipitating the risk of  
extreme drought, wildfires, floods, and food shortage for 
hundreds of millions of people.
 
Even the title of the Pope’s Encyclical has a Franciscan 
inspiration in it sums up in St. Francis of Assisi’s song 
Canticle of Creatures. In this Canticle, Francis considers 
all creation as his brothers and sisters. For Francis, the 
whole of creation is one symphony praising its Creator. 
No doubt this spirituality most attracted St. Anthony to 
the Franciscan Order. St. Anthony used to be a secular 
priest before entering the order. He heard of the news 
of the Morocco Martyr that inspired him to be a friar.  
Unknown to many -- and not a popular part of the  
Canticle -- is the conflictive context on which this  
Canticle was written. Francis was experiencing intense 
suffering, anxious not only about his death, but also the 
future of the Order when suddenly he burst into song, 
praise to you Sister Death. This is the faith dimension 
of the Canticle, once he has reconciled with Death from 
now on there are no enemies; every one, every creature 
is a brother and a sister.
 
St. Anthony is popular known to us as a miracle worker,  
finder of lost things.  His miracles however, are only  
confirmation of his preaching the Christian faith.  Hence, 
no wonder even birds and fishes would attentively  
listen to his powerful preaching, as these creatures know 

that Anthony is also 
their brother. The 
Encyclical Laudato  
Si exhorts us to 
gaze at creation 
with the same  
paradigm of  
communion and  
fellowship.
 
The present world 
view is one of power  
and dominion, and 
domination of man 
in all creation. This 
paradigm is what 
devastates of man 
in all creation. This 
paradigm is what 
devastates the 
earth and destroys the environment. We believers of the 
Resurrection need a conversion, conversion of minds 
and hearts that we are all brothers and sisters.
 
There is violence in our relationship with nature because  
there is violence within ourselves; we see others as 
threats, as enemies with whom we fight or compete,  
rather than as brothers and sisters with whom we share 
the stay and journey in this endangered planet. The  
planet is our common home, the earth our common 
mother.

Mrs. Josie Razon receiving her San Pedro Bautista Award Mrs. Josie Razon (center) with (L-R) Fr. Reu Galoy, OFM, 
Carrie Bautista, Jun Rodriguez and Tina Teehankee



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO PARISH 

FIESTA 2019 ACTIVITIES 

St. Anthony of Padua:
 An Inspiration of  Beloved, Gifted and Empowered Fraternity-in-Mission 

JUNE	1	 	6:00	AM	-	12:00	NN		     	Medical	Mission		
																																																																																							(Ophthalmology,	Op7cal,	Dental,	OBGyne/Papsmear,		
																																																																																							ENT,	Medical	Pedia,	Medical	Adult,	Minor	Surgery		
																																																																																							(circumcision,	superficial	mass	removal),		
																																																																																							Major	Surgery	(hernia,	cleL	palate),		
																																																																																							Ultrasound,	ECG,	X-ray,	Anemia/Bone	Scan)	

	

JUNE	3	 	8:30	AM	-	11:00	AM	        Libreng	Binyag		
	

JUNE	4-12 	6:00	AM	-	7:30	AM	      Libreng	Almusal		
  6:00	PM	  	 						Novena	in	Honor	of		St.	Anthony	of	Padua	

	

JUNE	7	 	8:30	AM	-	11:00	AM	 						Libreng	Kasal	
	

JUNE	8 	7:30	PM 	 	 						FOSA	Night	
	

JUNE	9 	2:00	PM	-	5:00	PM 						Children’s	Day	
	

JUNE	10	 	8:30	AM	-	11:00	AM	 						Libreng	Kumpil		
	

JUNE	12 	4:00	PM 	 	 						Book	Launching		
	 	6:00	PM	 	 	 						Novena	in	Honor	of	St.	Anthony	of	Padua	
	 	 	 	 	 						Procession	(Dasmariñas	Village)	
	 	7:30	PM 	 	 						Friar’s	Night	

	

JUNE	13						6:00	PM	 	 	 						Mass	in	Honor	of		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	The	Feast	of		St.	Anthony	of	Padua	
  7:00	PM 	       Fiesta	Dinner	‘FesXval	de	Musica’	
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