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The Gift of Faith
By Aissa Nable-Montecillo

One of my favorite Catholic evangelists, Bishop  
Robert Barron, once said: “Faith is probably 
the most misunderstood word in the religious  
vocabulary. What is faith? Faith is an attitude of 
trust in the presence of God. Faith is openness  
to what God will reveal, do, and invite. It should 
be obvious that in dealing with the infinite,  
all-powerful person who is God, we are never in 
control. Let us live believing – ‘Do not worry, and 
depend on God for everything. Have faith!’”

How did I come to learn of an amazing gift that 
is freely given to each one of us? This may have 
been taught to me in school, but it didn’t sink in 
until much later in life. God caught my attention 
during our years of childlessness in our married 
life. I heard God say, “Do not worry, and depend 
on Me for everything. Have faith!” A few years  
later, we were blessed with our first of two  
children.

At an ecumenical Christian retreat some years 
back, I came to know God’s unconditional love 
for me. I began the retreat feeling unworthy, but 
midway through the weekend, the Holy Spirit filled 
me with abundant grace—an overwhelming gift of 
faith. It is difficult to put into words how it happened 
but suffice it to say, it propelled me to seek Him 
through the Bible, the Sacraments and through 

fellowship with others who love Him. I learned that 
my life is a gift and is meant to be lived for others. 
What freedom this brought me —knowing I was 
created to serve others! Today I feel purposeful, 
not because I feel it is an obligation to do God’s 
will, but that it is my joyful and grateful response 
to His amazing gift of faith. 

Why is it a gift? It is a gift because it is freely 
and extravagantly given to each one of us. Why 
wouldn’t I accept it? It empowers me to live a full 
life, albeit not a pain-free life. That is not promised. 
But the confidence we gain from the gift of faith 
-- through our relationship with God the Father, 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit -- gives us freedom to 
know we are never alone. I keep hearing Him say, 
“Do not worry, and depend on Me for everything.”
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Voices of Faith
By Paolo Pineda

“How?” I asked. 

One answer from different people: “Have faith.”

A common dilemma in life is having your  
insecurities get the best of you.

In a performer’s world such as mine, insecurities are 
already like a daily routine. Minutes before a number, 
the symptoms begin to show. Clammy palms, hot 
flashes, the occasional shortness of breath: you name 
it. But do such insecurities ever affect me, or my per-
formance? 

One word: No. 

Because in my experience, all it takes is one deep 
breath, right before entering. That is a performer’s 
leap of faith. It’s not the performance itself, but the 
moments leading up to it. 

Many of us who attended our parish’s recently con-
cluded “Festival de Musica”, will remember the rous-
ing finale of our very own CORO de Les Mis -- I mean, 
CORO de San Antonio: A “Highlights from Les Mis-
erables” number. It’s been a while since I’ve partici-
pated in a performance THAT big. I actually sent this 
message to my co-performers during the first days of 
preparatory work, “Lord up above, be my Guide -- I 
haven’t done this in a while.” 

Yes, I was THAT scared. And what did it take me to 
nail my solo and the full performance? 

Faith.

“You can do it,” some friends wrote, echoed as well by 
my co-performers. But behind their words, I felt, were 
words from God Himself. What was He saying to me? 

“Have faith in Me. Be not afraid.”
(That was, incidentally, the Communion hymn at H.E. 
Cardinal Tagle’s concluding Mass.) 

And I wasn’t. What happened after was probably the 
best thing ever: we were greeted by a standing ova-
tion, the #1 item on every performer’s bucket list!

I gained my faith at the best time possible: minutes 
before the number. And it wasn’t just faith in God, it 
was faith in myself. To any performer, that is of ex-
treme value. And I have my friends, my co-performers 
to thank for that. Indeed, they weren’t just performers 
that night. Calling them God-sent messengers may, in 
fact, be an understatement. 

That night, they were my Voices of Faith.

Santuario de San Antonio and Catholic Women’s League extend our utmost gratitude and appreciation to the 
following 2019 SSAP Fiesta Benefactors for their generous contribution to our Medical Mission, Libreng Almusal, 
Binyag, Kumpil and Kasal. (In addition to the list published in the June 30, 2019 issue of the Parish Bulletin.)
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The ABCs of Catholic Doctrine 

By Lianne Tiu

Looking through the Eyes of Faith

Once, a mother showed a cru-
cifix to her daughter and asked, 
“What’s the difference between 
the figure of Jesus on the crucifix 
and the presence of Jesus in Holy  
Communion?” The child answered, 
“When I look at the figure of Jesus 
on the crucifix, I see an image of 
Jesus but He is not really there. 
When I look at the host at Mass, 
I do not see Jesus but He is really 
there.”

Faith has its own eyes - says St. 
Augustine. It enables us to “see” 
what otherwise cannot be seen. 
It allows us to see reality in a  
different way, using corrective  
lenses that view things from God’s 
perspective.

Faith is God’s gift to us on the day 
of our Baptism. Yet why do we still 
fail to see Jesus in the little hosts 
at Mass? Why do we question 
the Church’s teachings on moral 
issues? Why do we doubt God in 
times of sufferings?  It means that 
our eyes of faith have not been  
nurtured. Maybe we were not 
taught well on all the truths  
revealed by Christ. Maybe during 

our lives, we developed “spiritual 
cataracts” (caused by the world, 
the flesh and the devil) making it 
difficult for us to perceive what is 
true.

Our spiritual vision can be  
improved or corrected through 
prayers, the sacraments,  
studying the Bible and Church’s 
teachings, and keeping the  
commandments.

Faith is essential for our  
salvation. As St. Paul said, how 
can we please God (and later 
unite with Him in Heaven), if we 
don’t believe in Him and in His 
words?

If our faith is weak, let us turn to 
Mary. She is the best teacher of 
faith. Like the Roman centurion, 
we pray, “I believe, Lord, help my 
unbelief.”

When we strengthen our vision  
of faith, we will see Jesus  
present in all that we do and 
in everyone we meet. As St.  
Augustine said, if “faith is to  
believe what we do not see, the 

reward of this faith is to see what we 
believe.”
 
(Reference: “Doubt and Faith 
in a Secular Age” by Rev. Peter  
Stravinskas; “An Act of Faith: A 
Prayer for One of God’s Greatest 
Gifts to Us”; “Anecdotes & Scripture 
Notes for All Occasions” by Rev. John  
Hillier; “Seeing With the Eyes of Faith” 
by Fr. John Paul Mary Zeller; “Seeing 
Jesus Through the Eyes of Faith” by  
by Deacon Timothy Gapinski)
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Scholarship Applicants Knock on Parish Doors
By Jean R. Chavez / SSAPFI Scholarship Program Committee

During a Deliberation Meeting of the SSAPFI Scholarship Program Committee members, applicants for  
college scholarship were approved based on their high school performance and personality/attitude  
evaluation during the Oral Interview. These applicants exhibited courage and resiliency in the face of family 
adversities, and were determined to pursue education as a tool to extricate themselves and their families 
from the quagmire of poverty.

The Scholarship Program is appealing to our kind and generous parishioners, sponsors or donors who may 
wish to invest on the future of these needy students, who will one day fuel the work force and contribute 
towards a progressive economy.

Names and pictures of applicants shall not be published to protect their privacy and identity. However, 
they are readily available upon request by any interested sponsor or donor at the SSAPFI Scholarship  
Program Office c/o Socio-Pastoral Worker, Mrs. Jackie Macasias, telephone number 240-1546, Mondays to  
Saturdays, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

PROFILE OF APPLICANTS FOR SCHOLARSHIP 
School Year 2019-2020

MALE, 20 YEARS OLD   
Incoming 3rd Year, BA in Public Administration 
Trinity University of Asia
GWA 2.00

Tuition Fee:  P 32,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:     20,000/yr. (P500/week)
Food allowance:     10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL  P 62,000/yr. 

An Altar Server, Youth Ministry member and  
Assistant Secretary of the St. Joseph the Worker 
Parish. This applicant is personally recommended  
by Fr. Percy Tayem, OFM as deserving of a  
scholarship. He is the 2nd  child among 4 children. 
He finished a 3-year course in Office Management 
Technology at the Polytechnic University of the  
Philippines (PUP). He realizes the importance of  
being a college degree holder to set foot in the 
corporate world. He resigned from the Parish 
and wants to pursue full-time his BA in Public  
Administration. He envisions a career in hospital  
administration.

He knows that his earning potential can one day 
augment his father’s income as a company driver  
and allow his younger siblings to finish their  
education.

FEMALE, 21 YEARS OLD   
Incoming 3rd Year, BSBA Major in Marketing  
   Management
Jesus Reigns Christian College
GWA 1.50

Tuition Fee:  P 28,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:     35,200/yr. (P880/week)
Food allowance:     10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL  P 73,200/yr. 

She has above-average grades. She and her 
four siblings are under the care of her maternal  
grandmother, Lucy, ever since their father met 
a tragic death in 2011 when he was shot by an  
unidentified assailant on New Year’s eve. Her  
mother is an on-call events singer and seldom visits.

Her grandmother derives her meager earnings by 
selling handicrafts under the Circle of Hope Parents  
Support Group, a Livelihood Program to raise 
funds for cancer patients at the Philippine General  
Hospital. She provides for her granddaughter’s 
school needs and allowances.

Her father’s sister, a former OFW, used to finance 
her college tuition but has since relocated back to 
Manila.
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She hopes to secure a scholarship so she could 
continue her college education. One day, she will 
set up a small business for her grandmother.

MALE, 19 YEARS OLD 
Incoming 1st Year, BS Aircraft Mechanic
University of Perpetual Help System, Laguna
Senior High GWA 85.12  

Tuition Fee:  P 74,000/yr.
Transpo allowance:    13,200/yr. (P330/week)
Food allowance:    10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL  P 97,200/yr. 
    
One of two children of hard-working parents, he 
learned to be self-reliant at a very young age. His 
father is a family driver in Alabang. His mother,  
a family cook in Makati, comes home only on  
weekends to oversee their needs. He works  
part-time at McDonald’s Southwoods to earn extra 
money which he shares with his family to buy food 
or clothing. His fascination with aircraft engines 
and the special skills/ training he has to undergo,  
attracted him to this course.

FEMALE, 20 YEARS OLD
Incoming 3rd Year, BS Marketing Management
University of Makati
GWA 2.00

Tuition Fee:  P    8,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:     10,000/yr. (P250/week)
Food allowance:     10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL  P 28,000/yr. 

She is the youngest in a family of six children. 
Some of her siblings are married and have  
families of their own; her father is retired. To earn  
extra money, she sells sapaguita garlands in Sta.  
Clara Parish Church every Sunday. Her father can  
no longer support her educational expenses at 
the University of Makati where she is taking up  
Bachelor of Science in Marketing Management from 
the College of Business and Financial Science. If 
given a chance, she promises to work hard and  
finish her course. She realizes that it is only through 
attainment of a college degree that she will be 

able to find work in a marketing-related field in an  
established company. 

FEMALE, 21 YEARS OLD    
Incoming 3rd Year, BS Computer Science
Eulogio Amang Rodriguez Institute of Science  
   and Technology
GWA 1.86

Transpo allowance:    P 6,400/yr. (P160/week) 
Food allowance:     10,000/yr. (P50/day) 
TOTAL  P 16,400/yr.

After high school, she availed of a one-month  
training (July-August 2016) in Hotel and Restaurant 
Service by the Manila Social Welfare Department. 
Her father died of cardiac arrest in 2009. 

She wants to work in a bank someday. Applying for 
a scholarship, her financial concerns for her tuition 
and project expenses will no longer be a source 
of worry, as she is totally dependent on her elder  
sister, the family’s breadwinner. She expects to 
graduate in 2021. 

FEMALE, 26 YEARS OLD    
Incoming 4th Year, BS Criminology 
Philippine College of Criminology
GWA 2.50

Tuition Fee:  P 60,000/yr. 
Transpo allowance:     11,600/yr. (P290/week)
Food allowance:     10,000/yr. (P50/day)
TOTAL  P 81,600/yr. 

She was legally adopted by her father’s brother 
whose wife could not have children. She enrolled 
in BS Criminology in 2011 but quit after a year  
because her adoptive father lost his job. In 2013 
both her parents became sickly. To help her  
parents she worked as a housekeeper. In 2017, 
her father was able to get a job in an insurance  
company which enabled her to resume her stud-
ies while working part-time as Party Creator in 
Crafty Celebration in Taguig. She hopes to get a  
Scholarship so she could focus full time in her last 
year in college. (continued on page 6...)



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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She is also an active youth  
volunteer of SSAPFI Hospital 
Ministry – PGH.

The SSAPFI Scholarship  
Program was established 
with the mission to create  
opportunities for needy and 
underprivileged students and  
Persons with Disabilities 
(PWDs), either through  
vocational/technical education  
or the pursuit of a  

college degree. We appeal to 
our generous parishioners,  
sponsors and donors to give  
our applicants for scholaship 
new chances to live their dreams 
and have better lives!

Please make check donations  
payable to SSAP  
FOUNDATION, INC. May the 
good Lord and our Blessed  
Mother bless you for your  
kindness and generosity!

(...continued from page 5)
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Health Care Ministry Gift Giving
By Nelia B. Navarrete, HCM

Twice a year, the Health Care Ministry (HCM) 
strives to do Gift Giving -- to the pediatric patients 
whom we sponsor -- at the Rizal Medical Center. 
The first one is done a few days before the feast 
day of St. Anthony of Padua, which is June 13. 
The second is done during the Christmas season. 

Gift, according to Webster’s Dictionary, is a thing 
given willingly to someone without payment. 
It also denotes donation, offering, hand-out,  
bestowal, alms, and charity. 

The Health Care Ministry (HCM) started doing 
this, some 12 years ago, now. 

Each May, the HCM 
members give out 
P500 each from 
their own pockets. 
Lisa Manaloto, a 
very active member,  
volunteers to go to 
Divisoria with her 
household helpers  
to purchase the 
goods, in the likes 
of wash cloths, 
baby shampoo, 
baby powder,  
toothbrush/paste, 
bar soaps, biscuits 
and other necessary 
things for use in the  
hospital. All these 
items will be brought 
to where other 
HCM members  
come and help 
put the items in  
colorful eco bags. 
On the day of  
distribution, we all 
meet up at SSAP 

and then proceed to RMC. Beforehand, our HCM 
RMC lead person, Chuchi Quevedo, would have 
coordinated this with the social services for free 
flow of distribution. 

The question is… Why do we do this? There are 
so many countless reasons. The P500 may not 
seem much but when given as a sacrifice… to 
keep from watching a favorite movie, to skip a 
Starbucks coffee, to let go of purchasing a cake 
or some yummy cookies or a large tea drink, and 
instead offer it to this cause, is very meritorious. It 
is done with an element of self-denial in favor of 
the sick and deprived children. 

Another reason is the blessing and the small  
miracles -- that are showered upon us by our 
beloved St. Anthony, the saint of miracles -- are 
much greater than the very small amount of  
money and time we devote for this cause. 

These are some of the ways that we, the  
members of the HMC, continue our quest because 
we care for each other, we complement each  
other, we respect each other, thus keeping us 
strong together, all for His Greater Glory.
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