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Stewards of Faith
By Sean Cannon

The little girl stepped up to me in the Communion line. Her 
dress was a Mama Mary blue with white edging on the  
collar and sleeves, seemingly giving her bright dress a more 
intense brilliance. Her brown eyes shone with the guileless  
love we lose when we become adults. Her smile was  
delicate, not crinkling her cheeks, yet softening the austerity 
of her tightly pulled back black hair. Her arms were tightly 
crossed in an X across her chest, her fingers just barely 
brushing her shoulders.

For a moment my eyes met hers and then lingered on her 
smile. There is only one place a smile like that can come 
from – from an innocent heart, from a heart of pure love, 
from a heart filled with anticipation, from a heart desiring a 
single, simple gesture from me, that would fulfill her longing 
and make her the happiest being on this earth.

All she wanted was for me to touch her forehead and 
say ‘God Bless you’ in the manner of the mano, a simple  
request signaled by her being in the line, and her cruciform 
arms. Her smile sent another message, it both begged for, 
and anticipated the fulfillment of her begging.

In theological terms a steward is one who looks after, is  
responsible for, the world. A Steward of the Faith, therefore  
is one who is responsible for a particular aspect of the 
world: faith. A steward of faith is one who is responsible for 
nurturing the faith of all by his or her actions, and by his or 
her words, and by his or her avoiding inaction when action 
is called for, when action is needed.  

And so, EMHCs are also Stewards of Faith.

There are many laws, rules and regulations that govern the 
responsibilities of the various participants in the Church in 
various situations. These laws and rules and regulations 
are taken up and expounded in various repositories such 
as Canon Law, and the GIRM (General Instruction of the  

Roman Missal), and the Catechism, and the Book of  
Blessings and the various papal encyclicals and, and, and.

Article 18 of the Book of Blessings says laymen and  
laywomen should not give a blessing if a Deacon or Priest 
is present. And at Mass, a priest is indeed present. Canon 
846 in Canon law states that “no one may on a personal 
initiative add to or omit or alter anything in [liturgical] books” 
and by extrapolation, the Mass itself.

But our little girl would not understand the niceties of the 
rules. And I could not explain them in terms she would  
understand.

And I would not shatter that smile. I would not disappoint 
that heart.

Are we stewards of laws? Or Stewards of Faith? Of both, of 
course. But did Christ not say that the Sabbath was made 
for man?  

Sometimes it’s difficult.

EMHC Corner
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The Santuario de San Antonio Parish is blessed to  
welcome to our community, two Franciscans who are 
serving in the SSAP Pastoral Team.

Fr. Pedro Roberto B. Manansala, OFM

Fr. Robert is a familiar  
face in our parish, having  
facilitated several  
recollections and  
pilgrimages for our  
communities. Originally 
from Pampanga, he has 
been a Franciscan friar for 
almost 31 years, and an 
ordained priest for more 
than 27 years.  

He has been teaching  
spirituality and systematic  
theology subjects at  
Maryhill School of 

Theology, Institute for Consecrated Life in Asia,  
Inter-Congregational Theological Center, Franciscan  
School of Theology, and Our Lady of the  
Angels Seminary. He has been a spiritual director, retreat 
and recollection facilitator, and pilgrimage chaplain. He is 
one of the Missionaries of Mercy commissioned by Pope 
Francis. He is the author of Echoes of God’s Love, Sparks 
of God’s Light, and A Contextual Mystico-Prophetic  
Spirituality in Catholic Religious Life in the Philippines.

Fr. Robert served as Provincial Commissary to the Holy 
Land, President of the Our Lady of the Angels Seminary,  
Coordinator of the Franciscan School of Theology,  
Friar-in-charge of St. Francis School of Quezon City, and 
Friar-Librarian. He ministered as pastor of Santuario de 
San Pedro Bautista Parish (San Francisco del Monte, 
Quezon City) and St. Anthony Parish (Sta. Ana, Cagayan 
Province). He assisted as spiritual director and assistant  
chaplain at St. John’s Catholic Newman Center at the  
University of Illinois (Champaign-Urbana, Illinois). He 
was sent as a missionary to Sri Lanka before his last  
assignments in the Philippines. 

Fr. Robert earned a Doctor of Ministry degree in  
Spirituality from the Catholic Theological Union (Chicago,  
Illinois, USA), a double Master of Arts/Licentiate of  
Sacred Theology degree in Spirituality and Systematic  
Theology from the Katholieke Universiteit Nijmegen  
(The Netherlands), and a Master of Arts degree in  
Pastoral Ministry from the CICM Maryhill School of  
Theology (Quezon City).  He obtained Certificates for  

one-year programs in Spiritual Direction and Religious  
Formation from the Claret Center for Psychotheraphy,  
Counseling and Spiritual Direction (Chicago) and the  
Institute for Religious Formation (Chicago), respectively.

Fr. Percival Arnel P. Tayem, OFM

Fr. Percy has been a  
Franciscan friar for over 
18 years and an ordained 
priest for over 15 years. 
Originally from Cagayan,  
Fr. Percy studied in 
Our Lady of the Angels  
Seminary, Novaliches, 
where he gained his  
degree in A.B. Religious 
Studies. He also studied t 
heology in the Inter- 
Congregational Theological  
Center in New Manila  
where he also received  
his M.A. in Pastoral  
Ministry. He later earned a Certificate in Franciscan  
Formation and Spirituality from the Franciscan  
International Study Centre in Canterbury, U.K.

As a Franciscan, Fr. Percy has served as the  
Assistant Formator in the Kasama Urban Poor  
Formation Community of San Francisco del Monte,  
Q.C. and was also a Pre-Diaconal Apprentice in our 
own SSAP. After his ordination, he served as the  
Parochial Vicar of the Sagrado Corazon de Jesus  
Parish in Lamitan, Basilan.

In 2005, he served as a missionary in Sri Lanka for 
the Foundation of Blessed Joseph Vaz. After his  
studies in England, he returned to the Philippines 
where he served as the Director of the Integration and  
Intensification Formation Program of Peñaranda,  
Nueva Ecija, and a member of the Franciscan  
Development Office and Provincial Financial Board. 

Prior to joining SSAP, Fr. Percy served as the pastor  
and guardian of San Jose Tagapagtanggol Parish,  
Quezon City. He is also currently serving as Spiritual  
Assistant to the Secular Franciscan Order (OFS) and as the  
Provincial Bursar and Director of the Franciscan  
Development Office.

He also currently serves as the new spiritual assistant of 
the OFS at SSAP.

Welcome to SSAP Fr. Robert and Fr. Percy! 
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Messengers of Faith 
By Lourdes “Monette” Gomez

“The Mass has been offered. 
Go in peace, glorifying the Lord 
by your life.” 

At the end of every Mass, 
we automatically respond to 
this exhortation with “Thanks 
be to God”. However, do we  
understand what those 
words truly mean? The final  
exhortation and our response in 
the dismissal at the end of the 
Mass, paradoxically mark only 
the beginning. 

We are invited to participate  
actively throughout the Mass, 
for “the Eucharist is the sum 

Blood of Christ, thus, renewing 
our covenant with God. Faith 
is our response, in total trust, 
submission and obedience, 
to God’s invitation to each 
one of us to share in Christ’s  
redemptive mission. 

In the dismissal, we are  
enjoined to proclaim the Good 
News of salvation by the very 
life of faith we live, not for  
ourselves, but primarily for 
God and for our brethren. 
The Catholic faith is both  
personal and communal, for it  
is firmly grounded on our  
personal relationship with 

forth with God’s blessing to serve 
and protect our brethren -- who 
are suffering from oppression,  
injustice, and despair – and bring 
hope and God’s peace to them. 

“Thanks be to God” is a  
confirmation of faith --- our fiat to 
God’s mission for us.

and summary of our faith” (CCC 
1326). In doing so, we accept 
the message and the mission 
that God reveals to us in the  
Liturgy of the Word and in the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist. In faith 
we receive God as we listen  
attentively to His word, and in 
faith we receive the Body and 

God, and is built up by  
embracing our relationship 
with others. When we reply,  
“Thanks be to God”, we  
express our gratitude for 
the trust and privilege to be  
instruments of Christ’s 
love and presence in our  
communities. We are sent 
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Sole Purpose Project: Distribution of school shoes to the 
children in Santo Tomas, Isabela (June 29, 2019)

Thank you very much to everyone who donated, volunteered and supported the Sole Purpose Project. 
Because of you, we were able to give 1100 pairs of shoes and 3300 pairs of socks to the children of Santo 
Tomas, Isabela. Your kindness and generosity has made a difference in these children’s lives!
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Dear Ma’am, 
Sir, First of all, I would like to greet you a beau-
tiful and blessed Saturday to all. I’m a grade 2 
pupil wishing that some who have a good heart 
give me shoes/ a pair of shoes that I will be able 
to use daily in attending school. My mother is 
only a housewife and my father is only a helper 
of those who own the farm he handles. There are 
many people/things challenging us. As an elder 
son of our family I feel I’m so blessed and I’m so 
very thankful because I have my family like them 
who is still fighting whatever our problem or strug-
gles that come. Today, as one of the pupils you’ve  
given a gift, I’m so very thankful and promising that 
I will be better and a good pupil. 
Maraming salamat po! 

Love, Johndel Miguel

Dear Ma’am & Sir,
I want to thank you for the gift you 
gave to us. It’s a blessing that our 
school is one of your picks to give 
shoes. I hope that you have many 
children like us, to give a precious 
gift from you. Again, from the bot-
tom of my heart, thank you for the 
gift. We love you and God Bless.
Rey Anne Castro

Dear Ma’am & Sir,
I would like to thank you for 
sharing your blessings to us. 
Thank you for choosing our 
school, which is Biga Integrated  
School. We are so glad and 
lucky to have you as our  
beneficiary. To God Be All The 
Glory. More Power!
Dhennize Ann L. Villa, 
Grade 2 pupil

Dear Ma’am and Sir, 
Maraming salamat po sa  
ibinigay niyong sapatos. 
Sana po marami pa po  
kayong matulungan. Sana 
po di po kayong magsawa 
na magbigay ng sapatos. 
Thank you po!

Taos-puso po ang aming  
pasasalamat sa biyayang  
ipinagkaloob po ninyo sa aming 
lahat. Tunay na napakalaking  
tulong po nito sa amin.  
Magsisilbi po kayong inspirasyon  
sa aming pag-aaral. Ipapanalangin  
po namin na sana’y marami 
pa po kayong matulungan at  
mapasaya. Nawa’y pagpalain 
pa po kayo ng ating Poong 
Maykapal. Mabuhay po kayong 
lahat!!! Thank you so much for 
the love! 

Nagpapasalamat, 
Mga taga Antagan  
Primary School

Madam/Sir, 
We thank you for the 
shoes that you gave for us. 
Thank you for sharing your  
blessings. Thank you for the 
love. May God bless you. We 
will treasure your gifts for us. 
From, Mariz Maykapal 



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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Of Service, Shoes, and Smiles 
By Alex Altamira

Discipleship is not just about being 
with God through the study of the  
Bible. Equally important is serv-
ing others; for in serving others, we 
serve God, and we help fulfill Jesus’ 
mission.

Discipleship was one of the  
highlights of our Gospel discussion 
during the FIA (Faith in Action) Bible 
study last week.  
 
Discipleship was also what I saw 
at the heart of the Sole Purpose 
Shoes Distribution Outreach in Santo  
Tomas, Isabela last weekend, led by 
the SYA (Single Young Adults).

Through the dedication and  
energy of the volunteer group, the  
generosity of numerous donors 
-- and the hospitality and support 
of the Santo Tomas parish and  
community leaders -- we were able 
to give 1,100 school children a new 
pair of shoes and three new pairs of 
socks each; in time for the start of the 
school year.

During the program, several  
students read ‘thank you’ messages 
up on stage. Each said something 
touching, but one message really  
stuck with me. A seventh grader 
spoke in heartfelt Tagalog, about 
being one of six children of farmer 
parents who are barely able to make 
ends meet, and because of this, why 
a new pair of shoes always takes a 
backseat to three meals a day and 

more basic school supplies when it 
comes to her parents’ priority list.  

What most of us take for granted is 
a luxury for her, and for the other 
children present that day. They walk 
several kilometers to and from school 
daily, either barefoot or in slippers, 
on roads that get muddy and slippery 
when it rains.

She may have been just one child 
talking, but her truth is the truth of the 
more than one thousand present, and 
of millions more around our country. 

As a believer -- that every child  
deserves to be nurtured, encouraged, 
and supported so that they get a shot 
at a better future -- and as a witness 
to the tireless effort of everyone who 
made the outreach happen, I thank 
God for granting us the privilege to 
serve with joy. 

It is in moments like those, when the 
genuine smiles and the twinkle in 
the eyes of children fill a room or a  
stadium, that I know that we are  
doing something right, but also 

that we could always do  
something more.

SYA (Single Young Adults) 
and FIA (Faith in Action) 
are ministries for single  
professionals under the YSA 
(Youth of San Antonio) of 
Santuario de San Antonio  
Parish. If you would like 
to join us, please visit our  
Facebook pages and send a 
request to join.
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