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Christus Vivit:  
Young People in the New Testament

What does the Word of God have to say about young people?

By Clarisse Gomez

After discussing examples of young 
people in relationship with God in 
the Old Testament, Christus Vivit  
explores other examples and themes 
about youth in the New Testament.

One of the most popular parables in 
the Gospels talks about a “younger 
son” who took his inheritance, left 
his father and traveled to a distant 
land. He fell into ruin, loneliness and 
poverty, but soon after found the 
strength to return home and start 
over. While his father accepted him 

However, young people must be  
reminded not to buy into the “cult of 
youth,” by disregarding the wisdom of 
the elderly. The elderly have a wealth 
of experience, which young people 
with wisdom are able to learn from 
while still being open to the future.

In the Gospel of Mark, a rich man  
approached Jesus with a question. 
He begins by saying, “All these I have 
learned from my youth…” (10:20).  
Indeed, our youth must be spent  
doing good, opening our hearts to 

with open arms, his older brother, whose heart had grown 
old, let himself become possessed by greed and envy. This 
Gospel highlights the qualities of a young heart—one that is 
open, ready to change, and learn from life, whereas an old 
heart lacks the spirit of love and mercy.

Jesus Himself is eternally young, and He wants us to strip 
our “old self” and put on a “young” self (Col 3:9-10), to have 
hearts that are ever young. Youthfulness means being  
renewed – having a heart that is capable of loving, rather 
than things that separate us from others, making the soul 
grow old.

Jesus also emphasized that He had no use for adults that 
looked down on the young. Age does not mean privilege 
and youth does not make one less worthy. The Scripture 
says that young people should be treated as brothers 
and should not be discouraged. Young people are meant 
to dream great things, aim higher, rise to challenges, and  
devote themselves to building a better world. They must not 
let themselves be robbed of hope. 

the Lord and living differently. Sadly, the rich man, though  
faithful to God in his youth, allowed the years to rob his 
dreams and chose to remain attached to his riches.

Another parable in the Gospels talks about a group of wise 
young women who were prepared for the wedding, while 
the other group was distracted and sleeping. In our youth, 
we can choose to be distracted, half-asleep, incapable of 
true and deep relationships, storing up for an unsubstantial 
future. Or we can use our youth to aspire for beautiful and 
great things, storing up for a future of interior richness.

This chapter ends with a hopeful exhortation:

“If you have lost your inner vitality, your dreams, your 
enthusiasm, your optimism and your generosity,  
Jesus stands before you as once He stood before the 
dead son of the widow, and with all the power of His  
resurrection He urges you: “Young man, I say to you, 
arise!” (Lk 7:14).” (Christus Vivit, 20)
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RANDOM THOUGHTS  
Voices from Yesterday and Today…

By Peachy Maramba

The Triumph of the Cross
September 14

In ancient times, the cross has been a favored instrument  
of execution by the Greeks and the Romans. Because 
of its deterrent value of protracted suffering -- and the 
extreme shame, cruelty and curse of this punishment 
-- crucifixion or death on the cross was regarded not 
only as the supreme penalty but also the most wretched  
of deaths. This is why both the Jews and the Pagans  
considered it foolish, scandalous and absurd that  
Christians considered Jesus as their Messiah and even 
worshipped as Lord, someone like Jesus, who died on 
the cross.

Triumph of Life over Death

However, the scandal of the cross was removed and its 
meaning was overturned in the light of Jesus’ resurrection 
or rising from the dead. Jesus’ death on the cross was 
now seen as a saving action – an atonement, a sacrifice 
and proof of God’s great love for us. 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, 
Jesus, so that everyone who believes in Him might not 
perish but might have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

The price of God’s loving and saving the world was the 
cross which became the fullest expression of God’s  
saving love. His cross then became a sign of love that 
triumphs over death.

Triumph Over Evil

The Lord suffered and died on the cross to wash away our 
sins in His own blood and to destroy the power of Hell.  
Because this precious cross brought us our salvation; by 
the cross, all evil is destroyed. By God’s love and holy 
cross, the world has been redeemed. May we receive this 
gift of redemption in Heaven and thus share in the triumph  
of the Cross. However, for us to do this, we need to  
experience God’s saving love by knowing how to love and 
by following Jesus Who is our Model for loving others.

Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to come after Me, must 
deny himself, take up his cross everyday and follow Me.” 
(Mark 8:34) 

But God gave us a choice: to accept or reject His offer 
of love. If we believe in Jesus and put His teachings to 

practice, we become true witnesses of the triumph of the 
cross and eligible to go up the cross that God exalted as 
the stairway to Paradise.

Becoming True Witnesses of the Triumph of the Cross

But God has also given us the freedom and respects that 
freedom to accept or reject each offer of love. Believing in 
Jesus, then putting His teachings to practice is accepting 
God’s love for us. In this way, we Christians become true 
witnesses of the triumph of the cross in the world. The 
world will then realize that the cross is indeed a symbol of 
God’s love for us because through the cross of our Lord 
Jesus, we have been redeemed.

The Feast

The feast of the Triumph of the Holy Cross is also known 
as the Exaltation of the Holy Cross or Holy Cross Day. It 
is thanks to Saint Helena, mother of the Roman emperor,  
Constantine the Great, who went early in the fourth  
century in search of the sacred places of Christ’s life.

Excavating the Savior’s tomb in the temple of Aphrodite,  
the workers discovered three crosses. The cross on 
which Jesus died was identified when a dying woman was  
immediately healed when Jesus’ cross touched her. It 
then became a popular object of veneration.

On September 14, 633, the relic enshrined in a silver  
casket was taken to Constantinople and carried and lifted 
triumphantly high in solemn processions for all to adore.



3

September 15, 2019

Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team 

Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian 

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, 

      Parish Priest , Friary Procurator

Fr. Percival P. Tayem, OFM - Provincial Procurator, 

      Director of Franciscan Development Office

Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member 

Fr. Robert B. Manansala, OFM - Member

 

RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Information 
Marie Tycangco - Head, RDIP-PB/Editor-in-Chief 

Ramon M. Ong - Asst. Editor 

Dennis Montecillo - Asst. Editor/Writer 

Clarisse Gomez - Asst. Editor/Writer 

Monica Madrigal - Asst. Editor/Writer

Ervin Co - Asst. Editor

Peachy Maramba - Contributor 

Lianne Tiu - Contributor 

Conchitina S. Bernardo - Contributor  

Jeannie Bitanga - Website Administrator 

Caren Tordesillas - Art & Design  

Santuario de San Antonio Parish 

Tel. nos. 843-8830 / 31 

Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com 

Website: www.ssaparish.com 

Website email: webi@ssaparish.com 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Jun Rodriguez – President 

Girlie Sison – Vice President 

Marie Tycangco – Secretary

Catholic Art and Faith 
By Renan Prado

Our parish – in cooperation with 
the Asian Patrons of the Arts in 
the Vatican Museums – recently  
invited Dr. Elizabeth Lev, an  
eminent art historian, to share 
her scholarly expertise and  
spiritual insights on how  
Catholic art saved the faith.

Going back in time, Dr. Lev  
related that the Catholic Church 
was in turmoil during the  
Protestant Reformation. As 
a reaction to this confusion,  
decrees were enacted  
reaffirming the rooted  
relationship between art and 
faith. Art was to be used as a  
visual aid for evangelizing.  
Artistic treaties were published  
by the Catholic Church to  
transform artists into preachers  
with the “mission to delight, 
teach and move.” Through 
years of developing their art – 
and under the supervision of  
the Church – the great  
responsibility entrusted to 
the artists bore fruit and the  
objective was reached.

Dr. Lev’s insightful interpretation  
of Renaissance Art brought us, 
her audience, to appreciate,  
learn from and react to  
masterpieces created by  
Michelangelo, Caravaggio, 
Bernini, Carracci and others, 
whose works were featured in 
the presentation.

The Catholic 
Church today  
is faced with 
challenges and 
situations similar  
to those of 
the Counter  
Reformation. In  
response, Pope 
Francis declares 
that “the Vatican  
Museums must... 
open their 
doors... as an 
instrument of  

dialogue between cultures and  
religions -- a tool for peace.”

“Does Catholic art today still serve 
its purpose of delighting, teaching 
and moving our faith?”

Dr. Lev replies, “Yes, even today, 
art can assist the Church since Art 
is useful in evangelization, Art can 
bring clarity and Art is uplifting.”

Does Catholic art affirm your faith?
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Mary, Our Model of Charity 
By Crissy Castillo

When I think of charity, the words that come to mind 
are “selfless” and “giving.” Mary, for me, is someone 
who embodies these characteristics.

“I am the servant of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to Your word.” (Lk 1:38)

From the moment the Angel Gabriel told Mary that 
she would become pregnant with Jesus, and we 
read about her ‘Yes!’ to God, we knew that Mary 
was selfless. 

As a young girl, I was always impressed with the 
story of a girl who trusted God so much at a young 
age. I had started to learn about what it means to 
give selflessly of one’s self for another. I could not 
imagine myself being able to give myself the way 
Mary did to what the Angel Gabriel told her.

What is it like to absolutely trust in God? To  
absolutely trust the plan of God when you are  
saying “Yes!”?

The one thing that I am always asked to give of  
myself – especially when it comes to our church 
ministries, events and outreaches – is my time. 
I have always been hesitant about saying yes to 
planning and organizing things, because I know 
how much TIME that would involve. Time away 
from friends, time away from family, time away 
from myself. And I always question how I get into a  
situation where I am asked to give more and more 

of my time to the church, especially just when I have 
said no to other requests.

But then I remember Mary, who trusted in God’s 
plan for her so much, that she said yes. A Yes that 
would change her life completely. She gave herself 
completely to the will of God. So, I have learned to 
serve the Lord where He calls me. And, as of now, 
He calls me to give my time to the church, to serve 
our community with my time and energy.

Charity is more than just giving clothes and money 
(I’m not saying that they are not important). For me, 
charity is giving of one’s self, of one’s time. For me, 
charity is presence. 

Mary has always been present in the life of  
Jesus. From the annunciation, to His birth, to His 
death (Jn 19:25-27), Mary was there. Mary was a  
constant presence in the life of Jesus.

It is hard to ask other people to be active in church, 
to come to church, to be involved in the church, 
if I myself am not present in church. I cannot ask  
someone to be charitable with their time and effort if 
I myself am not.

That is why, even though I always “complain” to God 
with “Why are You asking this of me?”, I always end 
up involving myself in SSAP, because I remember 
what Mary said to the Angel Gabriel.

“May it be done to me according to Your word.”

I am being called to serve my church, to serve 
my community, to serve something bigger 
than myself. I may not get the recognition or 
reward as some of my fellow parishioners for 
my work. It may not be as flashy or fun. But, 
like Mary, I will continue to serve SSAP, in my 
little ways. And I will continue to trust in God’s 
plan, that whatever act of charity I do, be it 
big or small, in money or in time, in talent or 
in kind, what I do for Him is pleasing for Him.
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The Roman Catholic Bishop of Cubao
41 Lantana Street, Cubao, Quezon City, Philippines 1111

FRATERNAL STATEMENT 

We address you as your brothers in the faith.  

When we received the news about our inclusion as respondents in the case of sedition and other crimes filed by the 
CIDG-PNP before the Department of Justice, our first response was prayer. We held no press conferences together. 
We begged off from interviews. We attended no rallies. We chose to pray.  

PRAYER

Prayer is our best weapon against every evil. Prayer is power. This is a good time to be reminded of this.  

We prayed instantly, even until now, for our accusers. May they meet the God of all Truths, be touched by His 
grace and stay away from the prince of lies. We invite Bikoy to turn back to God whose offer of mercy and  
forgiveness is without limits. 

We have been praying fervently too for the team of prosecutors tasked to evaluate the case. May they be guided by 
nothing but the spirit of justice and truth.  There can be no justice without truth. Justice without facts is no justice 
at all. We cling to the belief that our officials in the Department of Justice adhere to these values. 

Indeed there is separation of Church and State but there must be no separation between God and country. 

We have been praying too for ourselves and for you our brothers and sisters in the faith, that none of us may be led 
into confusion, upheaval, error or sin by these charges. Our land needs healing not turmoil. We cannot and we will 
not participate and we will never help in anything that will bring about social change through illegal means.  

We thank our brothers and sisters who have offered prayers, sacrifices and legal assistance to us your bishops and 
the others accused with us. We thank you all for your kindness in this time of need. 

TRUTH

Now that all respondents have filed their respective pleadings, we renew our faith in the power of truth to set us 
all—accusers, accused and justice officials together—free. And we renew our appeal to those who accuse us. There 
is joy and peace in living in the truth. We reach out to you in peace. 

MISSION 

We are shepherds of God’s people. The Lord did not send us to defend ourselves; He promised to do that for us and 
we trust in the Lord. But, as citizens, we comply with the due processes of law. 

We renew our commitment to serve, to teach and to bless without relent, without repay. We will not allow this 
splinter from the cross of Christ to distract us from our mission, to dampen our zeal or to intimidate us.  

(continued on page 6...)



WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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(...continued from page 5)

This cross we carry now is nothing compared to the agony and passion of 
the Lord and the pains and aches of the poor. Our defense for human life 
and the sacredness of marriage remains. Our message of peace based on 
truth will not be perturbed. Our zeal for souls will not falter. Our mission 
is yet incomplete. We will not be discouraged.  

We are your brothers in our love of God and country. Pray for us. Together 
with you we place our trust in the Lord. 
September 7, 2019 

+TEODORO C. BACANI, JR   +HONESTO F. ONGTIOCO 
  Bishop Emeritus of Novaliches   Bishop of Cubao 
  
 
+PABLO VIRGILIO S. DAVID   +SOCRATES B. VILLEGAS 
  Bishop of Kalookan      Archbishop of Lingayen Dagupan 

Tel. Nos. 723-5113 to 5118 / Fax No. 723-7847
Website: www.dioceseofcubao.oeg
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