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Christus Vivit: Jesus Ever Young
By Clarisse Gomez

Jesus is “young among the young in order to be an example for the young and to consecrate them to the Lord”. 
For this reason the Synod said that “youth is an original and stimulating stage of life, which Jesus Himself  

experienced, thereby sanctifying it”. (Christus Vivit, 22)

Jesus began His public mission in 
the prime of His life—at the age of 
30. Shortly after, He gave up His 
life as a ransom for sin. In today’s 
terms, He would be considered 
a young adult. His entire life – His  
entire youth – was a preparation for 
His sacrifice.

The Gospels say very little about  
Jesus’ childhood, but a few stories  
talk about His youth. One such  
story is Jesus’ Baptism in the Jor-
dan River, through which He was  
consecrated and embarked on a 
mission. During His Baptism, Jesus 
was immediately filled with the Holy Spirit and was 
led into the desert. There He prepared for His mission 
-- to preach, perform miracles and bring freedom and 
healing. Another story from the Gospel of Luke talks 
about Jesus as an adolescent, Who His parents –-  
after days of searching – found in the temple before 
they returned home. 

The Gospels show us a young Jesus Who was  
“training” to carry out the Father’s plan. He was the  
beloved Son of God, concerned with His Father’s  
affairs. At the same time, He grew up with an earthly  
family and took on His father’s craft as a carpenter. 
He also had normal relationships, not set apart from 

others. He freely moved around; He 
was part of a community.

These aspects in Jesus’ youth are a 
source of inspiration for young people  
who are preparing to take up their 
mission in life. This involves growing 
in relationship with the Father, being 
part of a family and community, and 
being open to where the Holy Spirit 
leads them and to their vocation.

Jesus wants to teach young people  
not from afar, but from within their 
youth – the youth He shares with 
them. He shares the features of young 

hearts in His unconditional love for the Father, in His 
compassion for the weak and the poor, and in His 
courage to confront injustice. Like young people, He 
understands the experience of being misunderstood 
and rejected and the experience of fear and suffering. 
Throughout these, He “turned His gaze to the future” 
and entrusted Himself to the Father.

At the same time, Jesus is risen and He invites us to 
share in His new life. In a world grown old, Jesus is the 
youthfulness of the universe “waiting in travail” (Rom 
8:22). With Jesus, we can drink from the wellspring 
that keeps our hopes and dreams alive, and proclaim 
what makes life worth living. 
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St. Pio of Pietrelcina: 
A Man of Prayer and Suffering

By Marie Tycangco

On Sept. 23, the Catholic Church remembers St. Pio of  
Petrelcina, known for his suffering, humility and miracles.

Born Francesco Forgione to his parents Grazio and Maria 
in May 25, 1887, he and his 4 other siblings were taught 
by his parents “to live their faith through daily Mass, family 
prayer of the Rosary, and regular acts of penance.” 

At a young age of 5 or 6, “the Heart of Jesus appeared 
(to him) at the high altar. He signaled that he was  
approaching the altar and placed his hand on his head, as 
a sign of acceptance and confirmation that he was offering 
himself to Him and would dedicate himself to His love.”

He was a follower of Saint Francis of Assisi and was  
inspired to become a priest by the example of a young 
Capuchin Franciscan. By the time he was 10, he told his 
parents that he wanted to be a friar – with a beard. 

He became a Capuchin Friar on Jan. 22, 1903, at the age 
of 15, and took the new name Pio, a modernized Italian 
form of “Pius,” in honor of Pope St. Pius V. He made his 
solemn vows on January 27, 1907, and received priestly 
ordination in the summer of 1910. Shortly after, he first 
received the Stigmata – Christ’s wounds, present in his 
own flesh. 

Along with these mystical but real wounds, Padre Pio 
also suffered health problems that forced him to live apart 
from his Franciscan community. For the first six years 
of his priesthood, He remained in Pietrelcina, near his  
family, and was assigned to the monastery of Sant’Anna 
in Foggia. 

In 1916, he re-entered community life at the Friary of San 
Giovanni Rotondo. “He was known for patient suffering, 
fervent prayer, and compassionate spiritual guidance.” 
“He was the spiritual director and teacher, covering for 
brothers drafted into World War I. He offered himself as a 
spiritual “victim” to end war, accepting suffering as a form 
of prayer for peace. He continued to receive the wounds of 
Christ on his body, which remained with him for 50 years.” 
He also founded the St. Francis Civic Hospital. 

“The friar’s reputation for holiness and miracles began to 
attract huge crowds to the Capuchin monastery. Souls 
flocked to hear Mass from the stigmatized priest and for 
him to hear their confession.”

On the evening of June 9, 1931, Padre Pio was not allowed 
to exercise any part of his ministry, with the exception  

of Holy Mass. This  
lasted for 2 years. 

“Throughout the time 
he was segregated,  
Padre Pio’s daily  
life consisted of:  
approximately two 
hours celebrating 
Holy Mass; prayer 
in chorus until noon,  
interspersed by an 
hour or so of study 
in the library; and in 
the afternoon more 
prayer, from evening 
until almost midnight.”

“On September 22, 
1968, at 5am, Padre  
Pio sang Holy Mass. When he finished, he collapsed  
heavily on the altar. He began confession, but had to stop. 
At 10:30am he blessed the crowd who were amassed in 
the square outside the church. At 6pm he gave his final 
blessing to the crowd in the church. After that he retired to 
his cell.”

“In the middle of the night on September 23,1968, he died 
in holiness, after making the sacrament of confession,  
renewing his religious vows and receiving the sacrament 
of extreme unction.” His body was buried in the crypt in 
San Giovanni Rotondo.

On September 27, 1969, the crypt – where St. Pio lay at 
rest, awaiting resurrection – was opened to the public. The 
devout pilgrimage by thousands of souls began.

“On 2 May 1999, in the course of a solemn concelebrated  
Mass in St Peter’s Square, Pope John Paul II by his  
apostolic authority beatified the Venerable Servant of God 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, naming September 23 as the date 
of his liturgical feast.”

He was declared a saint on Feb. 28, 2002. 

References:
http://saintpiocenter.com/Life_%26_Works.html
http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/saints/ns_lit_
doc_20020616_padre-pio_en.html
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/saint/st-pio-of- 
pietrelcina-603
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St. Vincent de Paul
By Shelli Tomacruz

The feast day for St. Vincent, 
the patron of all charitable  
societies, is September 27.

Saint Vincent de Paul was born 
to a peasant family in France 
on April 24, 1581. He was  
educated under the Franciscans 
and became a tutor to wealthy 
children and this allowed him to 
pay for his university education 
where he studied Theology. He 
was ordained at age 20.  
 
At age 25 while traveling to  
Narbone, France, his ship was 
captured and he was taken to 
Tunis, Africa and sold as a slave. 
Two years later he escaped and 
returned to France.

He went to Rome to pursue 
further studies. He was also 
in charge of a parish in Clichy,  
distributed money to the  
deserving poor, and was a 
tutor and spiritual director 
to many. His great passion 
was for serving the poor. He  
established hospitals for them  
and also had a particular  
concern for convicts. He served 
these poorest of the poor,  
abandoned, and downtrodden,  
and uplifted their dignity and 
physical health. A group of  
laywomen assisted him, and  
together with St. Louise de 
Marillac, they created the order 
of The Daughters of Charity. He 
went on to create a religious  
institute of priests, The  
Congregation of Priests of the 

Mission, commonly referred to 
now as the Vincentians.

This was at a time when 
there were not many priests 
in France and what priests 
there were, were neither  
well-formed nor faithful to their 
way of life. Vincent helped  
reform the clergy and the 
manner in which they were 
instructed and prepared for 
the priesthood. He did this 
first through the presentation  
of retreats and later by  
helping develop a precursor to 
our modern day seminaries. 
At one point his community  
was directing 53 upper level  
seminaries. His retreats, open 
to priests and laymen, were 
so well attended that it is 
said he infused a “Christian  
spirit among more than 20,000 
persons in his last 23 years.” 
(Catholic.org)

He died at age 80 in Paris 
having implemented many  

reforms in the church. He is  
sometimes referred to as the  
Father of the Poor. He is the  
patron saint of charities; horses;  
hospitals; leprosy; lost articles;  
Madagascar; prisoners;  
Richmond, Virginia; spiritual help; 
Saint Vincent de Paul Societies;  
Sacred Heart Cathedral  
Preparatory; Vincentian Service 
Corps; and all volunteers.
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Spirituality of Stewardship
By Marly Laraya, Youth Ministry

Last Aug 31, a number of delegates from 

SSAP trooped over to the heart of Manila in  

response to an invitation from Cardinal Tagle to  

participate in a Stewardship Summit  

spearheaded by Bishop Broderick Pabillo. At 

the summit, we examined Christian Generosity  

through the lens of our identity as Stewards, not 

Owners of creation. (Gen 2:15) As stewards,  

we recognize our role as instruments in the 

hand of God, the Owner. Stewardship allows for  

detachment from possessions, with profound 

trust in the Lord, Who only has the best in store 

for each one of us. Generosity through the lens of  

Stewardship knows no bounds. It allows us 

to give with eagerness, give with joy, for the  

well-being of the other.

The summit went on to showcase various  

renewed churches, which had focused on deep 

and constant teaching on the spirituality of  

Stewardship. These teachings loosely revolved 

around the habits and way of life defined by 

gratitude, developing our gifts, sharing our 

gifts, and mission. In each case, parishioners  

experienced a deeper sense of community and 

a stronger bond of responsibility for the other. 

They experienced more concretely the Church 

as a vehicle for saving souls. The spirituality of  

Stewardship made parishioners feel they  

belonged to the Church, and that they could also 

change the world. 

The call to the summit was a call for all  

parishes to embrace this cultural revolution of  

strengthening and renewing the Church via 

the spirituality of Stewardship. It is a mindful 

faith-building of deeper religiosity and generosity. 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter 4:10)
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical ActivitiesFrancisfest 2019! 

By Kat Pacheco
In celebration of the Feast of St. Francis,  
we would like to invite everyone to  
Francisfest 2019, which will be on  
October 4, 2019 (Friday). It will start with 
a 6:00 PM Mass at the Main Church,  
followed by fellowship at the Convento 
Garden.

This year’s theme is “St. Francis of Assisi:  
The Troubadour”. St. Francis was a  
merchant’s son who was enthralled by the 
troubadour songs and tales of knights. In 
his youth, he decided to become a knight, 
but after seeing the poor and suffering 
during the war, he decided to give away 
all his worldly possessions and became a 
troubadour for God.

In this Year of the Youth, the Youth of San 
Antonio (YSA) take an active role in the 
preparation of this year’s celebration,  

working with the concept of music  
combined with Oktoberfest. The 
youth is excited to see our Church  
community come together once again 
to enjoy great food, drinks, and music. 
It will be an evening of merrymaking – 
singing, dancing and drinking. 

Let’s all participate in making this 
year’s Francisfest memorable for our 
community. Get your tickets now! 

Tickets are sold at P500, which  
includes food (sausage platter, pizza 
and more) and drinks. You may also 
purchase a souvenir beer mug for 
P500, which entitles you to unlimited 
beer for the whole night. Tickets are 
available at the Parish Office.  

Hope to see you all there! Cheers! 
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An Evening with St. John Paul II: 
Veneration of Relics and the Youth Cross

By LC Fernandez

Who would not know St. John Paul II? “Open wide 

the doors to Christ, and be not afraid of Him!” This 

was an unforgettable line in his inauguration as 

pope in October 22, 1978. True to his word, he 

brought Christ to millions of lives throughout his 

lifetime.

Among the legacy he has made in his papacy are 

the following: He had created avenues for Jews, 

Muslims, and those with other beliefs to have a  

dialogue and a time for healing. A Marian  

devotee, St. John Paul II devoted himself to the 

spiritual renewal of the Church, thus, establishing  

the Marian Year and Year of the Eucharist. 

He had humbly acknowledged and asked for  

forgiveness from those that had been hurt by the 

sins of the Christians in the past two millennia.  

The Saint-Pope has always been an advocate  

of the youth. He also paved the way to the  

establishment of the World Youth Day, including 

the celebration held in the Philippines in 1995.  

This 2019, in celebration of the Year of the Youth, 

the National Youth Cross and the relics of St. John 

Paul II are on its pilgrimage across the country to 

encourage the entire Church to pray together as 

one with, and for the youth. 

The National Youth Cross made for the Philippine  

Catholic youth ministry bears the symbols  

showing how the Filipino Youth are BELOVED,  

GIFTED, and EMPOWERED, thus,  

commissioning the youth to mission and service. 

We are happy to invite all to an Evening with St. 

John Paul II: Veneration of Relics and the Youth 

Cross from 8:00 PM of September 28, 2019 

until 11:00 AM of September 29, 2019, at the  

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Capillas. It will 

then visit the other parishes of the Vicariate of 

Guadalupe until October 4, 2019.
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