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The Feast of the Archangels
By Rosy Adriano

The Feast of the Archangels – Raphael, Michael, 
and Gabriel – is celebrated every September 
29. Various stories in the Bible speak of how the 
angels are sent in order to help in God’s plan of 
salvation, by guiding us in our daily lives. In the 
Book of Tobit, we encounter Archangel Raphael 
helping out Tobias in his quest to find medicine to 
cure the blindness of his father. In a short letter of 
St Jude, it was decribed how Archangel Michael 
was sent to fight God’s battles such as arguing 
with Satan over the body of Moses. Through St. 
Luke’s account of the Annuciation, we learn about 
the special message of God to Mary which was 
told by Archangel Gabriel. 

Aside from the archangels, I only know one  
other angel – which is my guardian angel. Praying 
daily to my guardian angel was something I used 
to do as a kid, since it was part of my school’s 
daily prayer list. I would remember praying to my 
guardian angel whenever I have an exam, so that 
she could guide me to the correct answers! 

Throughout the years, I am not sure what  
happened, I stopped calling on my guardian  
angel. It was only this year – when someone 
asked me if I believed in angels, and to which 
I quickly said that I do – that I realized that I  

haven’t asked for guidance from my guardian  
angel in years. That night, I decided to call on my 
guardian angel and research more about angels 
in general. I just said “hi” to my guardian angel, 
and updated her on what was going on in my life 
that time, and asked her to keep me from harm. 

When I was asked to write this article, I felt that 
it was God and my guardian angel’s way of  
saying that we all need to learn more about  
angels. I still have a long way to go, but I am glad  
that lately God has been sending angels our way,  
plus making my guardian angel work double time 
to make sure that I am guided to live a life that is 
always for the greater glory of God. 
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Christus Vivit: A Church Open to Renewal
In Christus Vivit, Pope Francis asserts that youth 
is a state of mind. Therefore, the Church can  
experience renewal and return to youth at  
different points in history. 

Pope Francis asks the Church to pray that the 
Lord free the Church from all that make her old 
and hold her back. At the same time, we are 
called to pray that she be free from the temptation  
of thinking she is young because she accepts  
everything the world has to offer her; or of thinking  
that she is renewed because she sets her  
message aside and conforms to everyone. 

The Church is young when she is herself and 
when she is strengthened by the sacraments and 
immersed in service. As members of the Church, 
we cannot stand apart from others; we must be 
with our neighbors, but we must also dare to be 
different, “testifying to the beauty of generosity, 
service, purity, perseverance, forgiveness, fidelity  
to our personal vocation, prayer, the pursuit of 
justice and the common good, love for the poor, 
and social friendship.”

Young people have a special role in the Church 
because they keep her young and true to herself 
by ensuring that she does not become corrupt 
nor grow proud and sectarian, helping her to be  
poorer and on the side of justice and the  
marginalized.

Pope Francis calls for those in the Church who 
are no longer young to listen to the voices and  
concerns of young people, and to create the space 
for dialogue and fraternity, entering the Gospel 
more deeply. He reminds us that the Church must 
not be caught up in herself but must, above all,  
reflect Christ, humbly acknowledging where 
change is needed and listening to the visions and 
criticisms of young people. 

During the Synod, young people expressed that 
many no longer see the Church as significant in 
their lives, given recent events: “the sexual and 
financial scandals, a clergy ill-prepared to engage 
effectively with the sensitivities of the young; lack 
of care in homily preparation and the presentation  
of the word of God; the passive role assigned to 
the young within the Christian community; the 
Church’s difficulty in explaining her doctrine and 
ethical positions to contemporary society.”

Many young people cry out for a Church that  
listens more and is not simply on the defensive 
or condemning the world. While they do not want 
a Church that is silent, they also do not want a 
Church that merely obsesses over a few issues. 
To be credible to young people, the Church must 
listen, because even if she has the truth of the 
Gospel, it does not mean she has completely  
understood it. She is called to keep growing in  
understanding the truth—and not turn into a  
museum.

At the Synod on Young People, Vocations and 
Discernment, we are reminded that a living 
Church cannot be tied to unjust structures. It 
must look back on history and acknowledge its 
part in injustice (e.g. enslavement, violence,  
sexism, etc.). At the Synod, the Church renewed its  
commitment “against discrimination and violence 
on sexual grounds,” showing that the Church 
stays young by listening and attending to the  
concerns of young people.
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Ultimate Charity
By Alo Gelano, OFS

FRANCISCAN CORNER

If you search the dictionary, one 
of the meanings of charity is  
“benevolent goodwill or love 
of humanity.” With such a  
meaning, charity and love are 
then considered synonymous,  
and can be used  
interchangeably. Now, there’s 
the common adage that says 
“Charity Begins at Home.”  Such 
is true, and that charity (or love) 
at home – for us followers of 
the Lord – should be just the  
beginning. And that charity  
should extend outside the  
confines of one’s home. 

The Lord Himself mentioned 
that “For if you (only) love those 
who love you, what recompense 
will you have? … And if you 
greet your brothers only, what 
is unusual about that? Do not 
the pagans do the same?” (MT 
5:46-47). With these words of 
our Lord, we can then conclude 
that our charity or love should 
transcend and resonate to  
everyone, most especially to the 
least of our brethren, which are 
the marginalized poor people in 
our society. The Lord specifically  
mentioned that the poor who 
are sick, hungry, and in prison, 
are those that are considered 
the least of our brethren. And in 
doing such charities to them, we 
actually did a charitable act to 
the Lord Himself (MT 25:46).

In one of His final discourses 
to His disciples, the Lord has  
mentioned the ultimate charity,  

which is “… to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends (JN 
15:13).” A Franciscan Saint 
- St. Maximillian Mary Kolbe, 
did exactly just what the 
Lord has mentioned.  In the 
height of the holocaust, then 
Fr. Kolbe, OFM Conventual, 
was taken as a prisoner to  
Auschwitz. Sometime during 
his incarceration, a prisoner 
had escaped, and the Nazi 
camp commander ordered  
everyone to fall in line, so he 
could pick ten prisoners from 
the group to die of starvation 
in retaliation and to avoid 
further escape. Note that Fr. 
Kolbe was not one of the ten 
that was hand-picked to die. 
One of the selected prisoners  
then pleaded mercifully, 
and cried out “My Wife! My  
Children!” Immediately  
without hesitation, Fr. Kolbe, 
stepped up in front and 

asked to take the man’s place, 
and offered his life. When asked 
by the guards who he was, Fr. 
Kolbe just responded – “I am a 
priest.”  Such act by Fr. Kolbe, 
now St. Maximillian Mary Kolbe –  
wherein he gave his life to a  
fellow prisoner, to the least of his  
brethren, to a friend – was an act 
of ULTIMATE CHARITY.
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A Love Like Jesus’
By Shawn Aislhey C. Arevalo

“Love one another, for this they shall know that you are My disciples.” Jn. 13:35

Our simple game before our  
simple meal in Baras, Rizal

2019 WALK FOR LIFE in celebration of the Season for Creation. 
Our simple solidarity for Sister Mother Earth.

There have been many discussions on the purpose of one’s 
existence. ‘‘What am I for’’? One philosopher says, “one’s  
existence is simply ‘being in the world’ which also constitutes 
‘being for one’s self.” However, Emmanuel Levinas, another 
philosopher, says that one’s existence is for the sake of the 
‘other’ or “being-for-the-other”. He says that if one’s existence 
is being-for-itself, this creates a self-interiority’ and one’s ‘self’ 
becomes one’s ‘home’.

Sometimes, one’s existence becomes “profit-oriented” and 
“love” becomes self-oriented. We start to love another person 
to satisfy one’s self and ‘love’ based on what the self can gain, 
rather than on what the self can give. This kind of ‘attitude’ also 
destroys our understanding of charity. 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), 
“Charity is one of the theological virtues, the highest among 
the three, which means ‘loving God above all things and our 
neighbor as ourselves for the love of God’ (CCC #1822).” 
CCC adds that “Charity binds everything in perfect harmony,  
source and goal of Christian life where the fruits are joy, 
peace, mercy and one’s entrance to the friendship and  
communion with God; servants and slaves no more but sons 
and daughters of God (CCC # 1827-1829).” That is why 
the model of Christian charity is no other that Jesus Christ  
Himself. 

In the life of St. Francis, charity was manifested and it was 
overflowing when – by the grace of God and through his holy 
encounter with the leper – he was able to acknowledge his 
feebleness. In his Testament, Francis wrote, “When I was in 
sin, the sight of lepers nauseated me beyond measure; but 
then God Himself led me into their company, and I had pity 
on them. When I became acquainted with them, what had  
previously nauseated me became the source of spiritual and 
physical consolation for me.”

Charity transcends  
bitterness. What was  
initially bitter to St. Francis  
became ‘sweet’ – a fruit of 
charity. We can therefore 
say that – charity is 1) a 
human reality that one is 
feeble and is in need of 
God’s love and 2) a divine 
grace bestowed upon by 
God. It is having ‘poverty 
of spirit’, which St. Francis  
exemplified. In other 
words, one becomes 
charitable if one is humble  
enough to recognize 
that we are in need of 
God’s love amidst our  

vulnerability. In this way, love touches the untouchables. The 
charity that filled Francis’ heart was extended to all creatures 
– his brothers and sisters – and we too are called to love and 
care for our common home.

Charity is not ‘ego-centric’, but instead ‘other-centric’. Ego 
is one’s desire for self-sufficiency and negates the presence 
of the other. It is the negation of the plea of the other. This  
violation is a form of domination. Charity, on the other hand, is 
giving importance to the needs of others who are vulnerable  
to the love of God. By charity, the ‘self’ experiences  
transcendence from ‘self-interiority’ to ‘other-orientedness’.

Through charity, we form a community that accompanies each 
other. St. Paul reminds us, ‘to get rid of all kinds of bitterness, 
all passion and anger, harsh words, slander and malice for this 
saddens the Holy Spirit.’ We must be mutually forgiving, be 
kind to one another and be compassionate” Eph. 4:29-32. We 
must strive to fight against ‘pride’ that hinders us from being  
charitable. 

When I – together with the brothers and our formator – had a 
simple feeding program in a remote barangay in Baras, Rizal, 
our formator told us that practicing charity does not require an 
occasion. This reminded me of St. Paschal Baylon, who said 
‘… do it out of love and because of love, in season or out of 
season.’ and Jesus words, ‘let the little children come to Me for 
theirs is the Kingdom of God’ and ‘when you host a feast, do 
not invite your family and friends or those who can repay you 
back, but rather, invite those who are crippled, the lame and 
the blind.’ St. Francis also reminds us that ‘doing charity that is 
outwardly done and seen by men is pride and ‘this is already 
paid by men’ (First Rule C17). 

With this, my dear brethren, let us charitably work for the  
Kingdom in silence. No need to boast. Just keep it to  
yourselves. Do not let anyone know, not even your closest 
friends. Let us love like Jesus!
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical ActivitiesCharity is Goodness 

By Paolo Pineda
“What, to you, is Charity?” I asked 
a friend. She thought for a few  
seconds, then replied, “It is one of 
the three gifts: Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. It’s an act of goodness, 
done voluntarily.”

It made me pause and ponder: 
“What, to me, is goodness?” I know 
what goodness is, as defined by a 
dictionary. But I know I was looking 
for something deeper, something 
defined by the heart.

Then it hit me – just quite recently  
– in the form of the Single Young 
Adults’ Weekend. This was what I 
was looking for. All it took was an 
entire weekend. How, you may 
wonder? Well, every aspect played 
a role in the process. From the new 
friends I’ve made, to the deeper  
relationship I have now with God, all 
these were made possible through 
the various, Christ-centered  
activities that weekend had to offer. 

Their insights and thoughts – about 
my personal struggles, plus my own 
to theirs – brought out a side of me 
whose existence, I had forgotten 
over time. It was as if I had gone 
through a rebirth, a rediscovery of 

who I was. It also felt like I was 
getting to know my new self on 
a whole other level. But it wasn’t 
just about that. It also seemed 
to raise questions, about my  
current self, about my previous 
self. Was I a better person then? 
Or am I a better person now?

I was asked to be one of two 
sharers for the last night. Part of 
what I said goes, “I never realized 
I needed spiritual nourishment.” 
Not until after. The words we have 
exchanged in the course of three 
days weren’t just we speaking;  
it was God speaking. These  
activities were acts of goodness;  
acts of Charity, rather, as a 
whole.

So, what to me is my from the 
heart definition of Charity?  
“Charity is the presence of God in 
man.” Why did I word it this way? 
Because acknowledging the very 
existence of God drives us to a 
good path. Simply put, where 
God is, goodness is. And Charity  
is goodness: my biggest  
takeaway after the SYA  
Weekend.
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