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Christus Vivit: Vocation
Christus Vivit reiterates to young people what the Church 
teaches about vocation: that it is a calling from God. This is 
a call to life, to friendship, and to holiness, that situates our 
lives in relation to God. 

Therefore, the first thing we need to discern and discover is 
that Jesus wants to be our friend. This is the basis of all 
discernment. The life Jesus offers us is a love story — a 
life story interwoven with our personal stories. It is alive and 
can bear fruit in us and with everyone around us. “The Lord 
comes there to sow and be sown.”

Being there for others

In the Church, vocation is a “call to missionary service to 
others” where the Lord calls us to use our gifts to share 
in the work of creation and for the common good. The  
missionary vocation is about service, “For our life on earth 
reaches full stature when it becomes an offering.” Mission is 
not just a part of one’s life, or an “extra” activity. Rather, it is 
a part of our being that cannot be removed from us.

Vocation gives value to everything you do, and extends  
beyond a mere pragmatic decision. One’s personal vocation 
is not merely the work one does, though it is an expression 
of it. Work no longer becomes about money, keeping busy 
or pleasing others, because in vocation we acknowledge 
why we were created. 

To discern and respond to our vocation, we must develop 
who we are, find our true selves in the light of God, and 
let ourselves bear fruit. “In God’s plan, every man and  
woman is meant to seek self-fulfilment, for every human life 
is called to some task by God”. It is not simply a matter of 
doing things, but doing them with meaning and direction.

Love and Family

Many young people are called to the vocation of marriage 
and family. When Christians are joined in marriage, they 
recognize the call of the Lord in their own love story. In 

this vocation, a man and a woman form one flesh and by 
the sacrament are enveloped by the love of God. In our  
present times, many young people experience difficulties 
with their own families, causing them to question whether 
commitment is even worthwhile. Pope Francis reminds us 
that it is worth every effort to invest in the family, and that 
we must not let ourselves be robbed of this great love, nor 
be led astray by the individualism and isolation rampant in 
our culture. In a world that tells us that nothing is lasting and 
that commitment is pointless, Pope Francis exhorts us to 
“swim against the tide.” He reminds us that we are capable 
of true and lasting love.

Vocation to Special Consecration

Pope Francis dares young people to “once more cast 
out the nets,” and not to quickly dismiss the possibility of  
devoting oneself entirely to God in the priesthood, religious 
life, or other forms of consecration. God’s call is attractive 
and intriguing. However, in a world full of noise, we must 
find the interior silence to be able to hear His call. Many 
attractive ideas and offers may come our way, but they 
will leave us feeling empty and weary. The world can lead 
us on routes with no meaning or direction. We must seek 
out the space for silence to pray, reflect and see the world 
clearly. Then, with Jesus, our friend, come to recognize our  
vocation in this world.
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Angels, Demons and Christians  
-- as explained by Fr. Winston Cabading, OP

By Lucille Villanueva

Most cultures believe that intermediate beings exist –  
between humans and a Supreme Being – sometimes 
called demigods, angels, demons or genies. Our Bible 
confirms and corrects these beliefs, by citing the battle 
among the angels. Human greatness, suffering and death 
can be understood only by knowing the roles played by 
these angels.

Sacred Scripture confirms that spiritual, non-corporal  
beings – called “angels” – existed since creation. God 
made them before He created man. They are far superior 
to man. Guardian angels are devoted helpers of mankind, 
from birth to death. Angels have no gender, no material  
bodies, and each is created distinct and unique. They 
have intelligence and will, they are immortal creatures, 
that can’t be controlled by man. God revealed only three 
names of angels – Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael as His 
special messengers.

Christ is the center of the Angelic world. The hierarchy of 
angels is as follows: 
1. SERAPHIMS, CHERUBIMS, and THRONES:  

Heavenly servants of God 
2. DOMINATIONS, VIRTUES, and POWERS; angels 

that govern the created order 
3. PRINCIPALITIES (protectors of nations),  

ARCHANGELS (messengers to humans), and  
ANGELS (guardian angels and nature spirits). 

Angels are infallible thru their MORNING KNOWLEDGE, 
which is certain actual and infallible knowledge, infused 
or revealed by God. EVENING KNOWLEDGE is the  
capacity to know that which is not present in angelic  
knowledge. The angels gain further knowledge by  
revelation, as God unfolds His great plan. But angels 
can’t read our thoughts directly unless we reveal them 

through prayer. They know our sins only as revealed 
by God. Angels and saints know other creatures, both  
spiritual and corporal, through BEATIFIC VISION.

Jesus’ incarnation and the elevation of Mary – as Queen 
of Heaven and Earth – caused some angels to rebel, when 
God revealed that man will be created in His own image 
and likeness. The Eternal Word would become man and 
also higher than angels. The fallen angels assumed that 
they should be highest among God’s creatures but instead 
God chose a woman. Their sins were: ENVY – of God’s 
prerogative to become man and born of woman; PRIDE 
– of their superiority over mankind and refusal to worship 
the God-man; and HATE – of God and any man or woman 
higher than angels. 

After their defeat, the fallen angels’ MORNING and  
EVENING KNOWLEDGE were greatly weakened. They 
no longer served God. Their will is fixated on evil, hence 
their actions are all evil. Demons retained all knowledge 
that was infused before their fall, including all previous 
revelations. God remains total sovereign over all His  
creation, including the demons. Demons can pretend and 
deceive. They do this to bring as much spiritual harm as 
possible to those who enter into their influence.

The fallen angels/demons were creatures of God who  
became enemies of God, beings of light to darkness,  
beings of beauty to monstrosity, beings of order to chaos, 
beings of good to evil, and bearers of truth to lies. They lost 
all links to God, especially eternal happiness. The highest 
in rank among the demons are now subject to the authority 
of God given to the lowest of the Holy Angels. 

Demons have only one intention: to lead man to sin and 
thence to damnation, through idolatry, corruption and  
terror. The demon’s role is not only to tempt but also to 
keep man in a state of sin. The serpent’s temptation of 
Eve and Adam was ultimately intended to thwart the  
Creator’s plan – the Incarnation and everything it would 
bring – so that the Word would no longer be made flesh 
and His mother would not merit the title of Queen.

Demons are engaged in battling against man’s salvation, 
as well as torturing lost souls in Hell. They beset man 
on earth, carry with them their own dark and punishing  
atmosphere. Wherever they are, they must endure the 
knowledge that they are totally defeated by the Lord,  
forever.
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RANDOM THOUGHTS  
Voices from Yesterday and Today…

By Peachy Maramba

The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
November 21

It is due to ancient tradition rather 
than to the Bible, that since the sixth  
century, the celebration of the  
Presentation of Blessed Virgin was  
begun by the Church of the East. It was 
adopted by the whole Church only ten 
centuries later.

The Story Behind the Feast
It is said that when Mary’s mother, 
Anna, was still childless, she made a 
promise to consecrate Mary to God’s 
service. So, when God granted her 
wish for a child, in fulfilment of their 
vow, Mary’s parents, Saint Joachim 
and Anna, together with Mary, trudged 
a distance of eighty miles from their 
home in Nazareth to the temple in  
Jerusalem. They went there so that 
Mary could be educated by the holy 
women and be consecrated to God.

When they got there, the priest  
Zachariah, the future father of John 
the Baptist, received Mary and kissed 
and blessed her, saying: “The Lord will 
magnify your name in all generations. 
In thee and in the last of days, the Lord 
will manifest His redemption of the 
sons of Ishmael.”  Sitting her down on 
the third step of the altar, the Lord God 
sent her grace and she danced with joy.

Mary happily remained in the temple 
in total dedication to God for twelve 
years, serving the priests and God, 
until she became a greater temple 
herself by her practice of the virtues 
of humility, chastity and obedience. 

Through this act of presentation, Mary 
was introduced at a very early age to a 
life of holiness and to the exercises of a 
religious and interior life. 

At the age of fifteen, Mary was released 
to her parents. The now saintly maiden  
was not only flawless but with  
purity and wholesomeness and 

with the love and religion of the  
deepest scholar. She was now ready  
to fulfill her unique role in God’s  
saving work.

The Feast
The whole Greek Church celebrated  
this feast since the eight century 
and, in fact, regarded it as one of the 
great feasts of the Eastern Liturgical  
Calendar.

It was only when it gradually 
won general acceptance and full  
recognition that it was finally  
admitted to the Western calendar.  
This was due to Pope Sixtus V 
(1585-90) who made the feast  
universal.

However, the liturgical feast of the 
Presentation of the Virgin Mary had 
been originally started in 543 to  
commemorate the dedication of New 
St. Mary’s Church at Jerusalem.  
In 1585, it became an obligatory  
memorial celebrated on November 
21.

The significance of this feast  
highlights the fact that from Mary’s 
earliest moments, she was dedicated  

to God. The main theme clearly points out 
Mary’s lifelong holiness and purity. We 
too, like her, as imitators of Mary, should 
become temples of God so we too might 
share in God’s saving work. 

At this time too, we honor Mary as not 
only the mother of the Son of God but also 
as the mother of the world. Let us be like 
Mary!
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Beloved
By Ino Eala (Antioch)

We are all on our own journeys, en route to achieving  
our goals, fulfilling our deepest desires and living life 
the way we dreamed. As Christians, we know Jesus  
accompanies us and is our companion each step of the  
way. However, I believe He also sends us people He has  
handpicked to physically represent Him here on earth; to be  
His instruments of love and to accompany us as we set out.

In my own journey, the person Jesus handpicked for 
me is my mom. She has supported and disciplined me,  
sacrificed for me and empathized with me. She has been 

Beloved
By Hart Ang (Single Young Adults)

Every day, we go through moments of hope that can serve 
as relief against the daily challenges life has to offer. It is 
these moments that also allow us to be grateful for what we 
currently have and to trust what He has planned for us.

I am grateful that my friend – who I haven’t spoken to in a 
long time – invited me to the Single Young Adults Weekend. 
I was at a place in my life where I needed to have a soft 
‘reboot’ – a chance for me to redefine who I am as a person 
and to search for enriching experiences. This is just proof 
that life can be full of surprises and unexpected turns.

Starting my new faith journey in SYA really meant  
experiencing a lot of what was missing in my young adult 
life. I found out that each person’s encounter with Christ is 
so different that you have to be in that exact moment when 
He reveals Himself to you. 

SYA has given me opportunities to encounter Christ in 
my own time in spite of my hectic schedule and a long list 
of commitments. The monthly prayer sessions filled my 

need to see how Christ has been active in my daily life. 
SYA’s Fellowship activities are full of light-hearted fun with  
people who share the same values as mine. And most of 
all, I get to serve and show love to new members of the SYA  
community through these Weekends.

the road sign that guides 
me when I’m lost, the light 
post that I turn to when  
everything else is  
uncertain and the rest stop 
I recharge in when I’ve got 
nothing left to give. She 
is my companion, coach 
and friend and it is through 
her that I know Jesus is 
with me. She has brought 
out a lesson from every  
experience, whether good 
or bad, and this has helped 
me all throughout my life. It 

is these lessons that have shaped me, accompanied me 
and will hopefully continue to guide me as I continue to  
carry on in my journey.

Along my journey, I have been exposed to a diverse set of 
people, and my mom has taught me how to treat whomever 
I cross paths with respectfully and equally no matter what 
the circumstances are. Like Ernest Hemingway once said, 
“There is nothing noble in being superior to your fellow man. 
True nobility is being superior to your former self”. She has 
taught me that striving and focusing on becoming who I’m 
meant to be will allow others to experience Jesus through 
me and help them become who they are meant to be too. 
She has showed me how to run my own race, by my own 
self; while at the same time, she has challenged me to go 
beyond myself to be like Jesus to those I see along the 
way. This perspective has enabled me to see people not 
as competition, but as unique individuals whom I can learn 
from, grow with and as one big community, head to where 
we each intend to go.

Aside from that, my mom has also prepared me for people  
who don’t see life this way, those who spend more time  
judging, criticizing and hurting others. She has taught me 
how to carry myself around these people with the “The 
Silence of Mary”. When people do things with hate and 
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Empowered
By Alex Altamira (Faith in Action)

Disturb us, Lord,
When we are all too pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true
Because we have dreamed too little,
When we arrived safely
Because we sailed too close to the shore.

These are a few lines from Sir Francis Drake’s DISTURB 
US, LORD, a poem I heard for the first time during our FIA 
(Faith in Action) recollection last year. As soon as I heard it, 
many things made sense.

When I decided to leave New York three years ago, it 
wasn’t because I thought that I was being called by God to 
go somewhere or do something. All I knew was I woke up  
restless one morning, and I questioned whether the work 
that I was sending out into the world was the best I could  
offer. I tried telling myself it was, and there was nothing 
wrong with it. After all, I was giving my best, I was having 
so much fun, I was donating money to charity, and I was  
paying all my bills plus even some of my family’s bills.

I tried convincing myself that I had no reason to be  
dissatisfied because to be dissatisfied was to be ungrateful 
for all God had given me. But this restlessness persisted for 
months.

Looking back, I think this restlessness was God’s way of 
disturbing me. It was His way of nudging me towards a life 
that valued purpose more than possessions. It was His way 
of asking me to give of myself rather than give what was 
convenient or plentiful. It was His way of telling me that 
there was much more to learn about Him, and not just the 
world.

Three years on, I think that God has called me to serve 
two organizations dedicated to children’s education (one  

religious and one academic). This is a cause I have 
been passionate about for many years but didn’t pursue  
consistently until I joined FIA. It is the most rewarding job 
that I do now.

God has also called me to invest time and energy in  
strengthening my bond with my family after being away 
from them for more than thirteen years. Ours is a bond that 
was forged by the desire to care for dying parents years ago 
but has since thrived in being physically and emotionally 
present for each other. I value them more than I ever have.

I believe that God has invited me to know Him better through 
the SSAP community of believers who engage in many  
religious, civic, and social activities. Their desire – to have a 
deeper relationship with God and to be the best version of 
themselves – inspires me to do more and be better.

God will likely call me to do other things in the future. If and 
when that time comes, I know He will disturb me and give 
me that gentle nudge again.

disrespect, there is a special grace in simply smiling and 
keeping quiet. She instilled in me the idea of “when there 
is nothing good to say, God doesn’t intend for you to say 
anything”. From her actions and teachings, I’ve learned that 
when people go low, you go high. You stand with dignity and 
grace and always be the bigger person. No matter what or 
whom I encounter and in both good and bad circumstances, 
she continues to remind me to keep this in mind.

Lastly, my mom has guided and helped me at my  
crossroads. She has always reminded me not to pray for 
an outcome I want, but to pray for me to see and accept 
what God wants. In every decision, big or small, I have 
been taught to choose God’s will, not mine and to trust and  

surrender to His plan for me. She has instilled in me the 
idea that God is never early nor late, but always on time, 
and it is our role to be mindful of Him and see where He  
intends for us to go. This trust in God – Who has blessed 
me with my mom – has shaped my every move so far, and 
has maybe been the biggest factor in becoming who I am 
today.

It is through my mom and the lessons she has taught me 
that I feel and experience Christ. They continue to enable 
me to carry on my path, and be the person God intends for 
me to be. All these I have learned in just 18 years. I cannot 
wait to see what else lies ahead, as my mom and I continue 
on my journey.
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except 6:00 pm Mass on Tuesdays
-  Chaplet of St. Anthony before 6:00 pm
   Mass on Tuesdays
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities
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