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2020 Year of Ecumenism,
Interreligious Dialogue 
& Indigenous Peoples

THEME:  DIALOGUE TOWARDS HARMONY
According to the Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference of the 
Philippines, the special year 
aims to celebrate “the human  
fraternity by promoting the 
culture of dialogue as a path 
to peace”. It also aims “to 
work for unity and harmony  
while respecting diversity  
and to recognize indigenous  
peoples’ identities,  
spiritualities and ancestral 
domain.” 

The celebration is part 
of the nine-year “spiritual  
journey”, which started in 
2013, to prepare for the 
500th anniversary of the arrival of Christianity in the 
Philippines in 2021. 

The remaining year of the preparation will be  
dedicated to “missio ad gentes” in 2021.

Logo Description:
The Logo is formed by 3 shapes (two in blue and 
one in red) creating a blank space in the form of a 
heart.

At the center of the heart 
is the theme for the year 
2020: “Dialogue Towards  
Harmony”. The three shapes 
represent a harmonious  
dynamism and movement in 
a circle. 

Even though the shapes 
are different, they follow the 
same direction.

The Logo is formed by two 
blocks distinguished by the 
two colors (blue and red).

These colors are the 
same colors of the Filipino  

flag. The blue color represents the color of the  
Pacific Ocean and the color of the Filipino islands. 
The red color represents the textile art of the  
Indigenous Peoples.

The two blocks signify Dialogue as they face each 
other forming a heart, which signifies the human  
fraternity and respect for each other.

Source: CBCP News
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Understanding One and Catholic
By Sean Cannon

“I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic  
Church.” We’re familiar with these words, or we 
should be, as we repeat them almost every Sunday 
when we say the Nicene Creed, and even at some 
other times as well.

I want to pick out two words from this particular  
statement of our belief: ‘one’ and ‘catholic’.  One 
of the first things we notice is that the word  
‘catholic’ is not capitalized. When we state our belief  
in the Church by saying these words, we are  
looking beyond our own parish, and at the entire 
body of Christ. The word ‘catholic’ means universal, 
and in the creed, we acknowledge that the Church 
was instituted by Christ and that because it is the 
body of Christ, it must then be one and universal.

Of course, we understand that when we use the 
word ‘catholic’ as a proper noun, as in “Roman  
Catholic Church” we will capitalize it as we are wont 
to do with proper nouns. That’s just grammar.  

But is our Catholic Church one? It certainly looks to 
be so when we travel around the Philippines; we live 
in a quite homogenous world, Catholicly speaking. 
Whether we assist at Mass in Manila or Iloilo, Davao 
or Batanes, everything seems to be the same,  
except possibly for the language. Even the seeming 
monotone of some homilies – which in some cases 
always seem to be in a foreign language – seems to 
be the same.  

Our Church though, is far more complex than this 
consistent world. We’re pretty used to encountering  
different Orders; Franciscans, Jesuits, Dominicans 
etc., but on a more universal scale, the Catholic 
Church is actually made up of six different rites. 
Rites, you ask? Essentially (and simplistically  
stated) a rite is a grouping that has its own liturgy 
and culture and is self-governing but is within and  
definitively part of the Catholic Church and  
recognizes the primacy of our pope. All the rites 
have in common the more than 250 dogmas of the 
Catholic Church.  Because of different histories and 
traditions, the different rites may do some things  
differently, but we all believe exactly the same things 

and have the same truth, and also have the same 
boss on earth.

Our parish belongs to the Latin rite of the Catholic 
Church, and because that’s the rite that the Spanish 
brought to the Philippines, it’s the most common rite 
here in the Philippines.  

Our Latin rite is also the largest of the six. We  
generally classify the other five rites as being the 
Eastern Church because they were historically  
established east of Rome, roughly speaking.

The six rites are the Latin (ours), the Alexandrian, 
the West Syrian (Antiochene), Armenian, the East 
Syrian (Chaldean), and the Constantinopolitan  
(Byzantine). These six rites are divided, somewhat 
unevenly, into 24 different churches. Our own Latin 
or Roman Catholic Church is one of these 24, but the 
important thing is that because of what we officially 
believe, our dogmas, and our recognition of the pope 
as being the earthly head of the Church that Christ 
founded, we are one. That is, one and catholic. Or, 
one and Catholic.

As we begin this year of ecumenism, interreligious 
dialogue, and indigenous peoples in the spirit of  
human fraternity, it’s probably a good idea for us 
to get to grips with the differences within our own  
Catholic Church, even as we look outwards to  
establishing links with our non-Catholic brothers and 
sisters in our one country.

Photo by Michael O’Sullivan on Unsplash
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OFS Offers a Ray of Light in a Dungeon
By Bong Estrella, OFS (candidate)
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FRANCISCAN CORNER

On November 8, 2019, Pope 
Francis spoke at the Vatican  
about ministering to the  
imprisoned. He said “It is a task 
for the whole Church – in fidelity  
to the mission received from 
Christ – to be concerned for those 
in situation of suffering, including 
the imprisoned.” The Church is 
called to act in favor of the most 
vulnerable and helpless in whom 
Jesus Himself is present. We will be 
judged in this. With the inspiration of 
God, every man and society should 
seek to act firmly and decisively in  
favor of peace and justice.

In response to this challenge, the 
Order of Franciscan Secular (OFS), 
SSAP chapter embarks on an  
initiative to help the Prison Ministry in  
spreading the Word of God to the 
persons deprived of liberty (PDLs) at 
Makati, Bicutan and Quezon City jails. 
The Pope noted that those imprisoned  
are deprived not only of physical  
liberty but also deprived of justice. 
The situation in these jails particularly  
Quezon City jail is far from ideal  
because the prisons themselves lack 
the resources needed to address 
all the problems imprisoned people  
often face. The PDLs live and sleep in  
super-cramped quarters with poor 
sanitation, ventilation, inadequate 
food, medicines that make them prone 
to sickness, depression and even 
death. And with the intense war on  
illegal drugs, the number and length 
of stay are not decreasing. Even visits  
from relatives are scarce and few  
because of fear. This situation tends 
to create a sense of hopelessness 
and injustice. Certainly, PDLs deserve  
better treatment. More so, there is a 
need for spiritual nourishment as an 
act of justice.

The OFS in collaboration with the  
Prison Ministry, dare to share the  
Gospel of love, hope and justice to fill 
in the spiritual hunger of these PDLs.  

Some members conducted sessions 
inside congested and noisy prison 
wards and corridors with the hope 
that the Holy Spirit will penetrate 
their hearts most likely hardened with  
violence and insecurity. They cannot 
do much with this situation.  They just 
hope that through the power of the 
Word, somehow the dawn shall break 
to shine like a ray of light over this 
dark dungeon.

Some members of the OFS  
themselves are also besieged 
with their own fear of disease  
contamination and fear of failure,  
attacks and riots. Yet they are  
emboldened by the examples of 
saints who passed the same but 
more dangerous trials: St. Francis  
embracing the dirty wounded leper  
in Assisi, St. Damien among the  
contagious lepers in Molokai, St.  
Peter Claver among the outcast black 
slaves for trade in Colombia and St. 
Maximilian Kolbe among the doomed 
holocaust victims in Auschwitz.

And the marching order is clear: “Our 
mission demands that we denounce 
injustice, with clarity, prudence, and 
firmness and in sincere dialogue 
with all parties concerned (Ref 39: To 
Live As Francis Lived – A guide for  
Secular Franciscans).”

Deacon Luis Rivilla, our OFS Minister 
here in SSAP chapter, in interpreting 
Luke 21:5-19 emphasizes the need 
for decisiveness of action and not 
waiting for signs such as: destruction 

of the Jerusalem Temple, wars among 
nations, powerful earthquakes, famines, 
plagues and other awesome sights to 
happen before we can act.  The question  
is how we can make use of our given  
talents, time and treasures to promote 
justice and peace NOW. There is no need 
to wait for certainty but to be willing to act 
in midst of doubt and darkness, even in 
the dark dungeon of prison cells.

Visit to prison is not a simple trip to  
people breathing foul air of hopelessness 
and injustice. It is a PRAYER of people 
breathing the air of eternity at judgement 
day, as the Lord himself said: “I am in 
prison and you visit Me. COME!”
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