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The True Surprise of the Epiphany
The Feast of the Epiphany marks the closing of  
the Christmas season, a season we observe  
through celebration and the giving of gifts. The 
Epiphany, however, indicates the manifestation of 
the Lord. Today, He makes Himself known to all the 
nations (as represented by the Magi).

The Epiphany is symbolized by the light, which 
penetrates and illumines all things. What is  
surprising about this, is not so much the  
manifestation itself, but how the Lord makes 
Himself known. He did this in a manger in  
Bethlehem, preceded by a prophet in the  
wilderness. This goes against what the great men 
of that time expected, and still against how we  
expect to see God today.

This is the true surprise: God does not need the 
spotlights of the world to make Himself known.

In today’s world, we are in constant pursuit of the 
seductive lights of power and celebrity, but God is 
not there. Rather, He shines His light in humble love 
and in poverty. 

To receive the light, we are called to be like the 
Magi, who, to follow Jesus, had to be willing to 
take a different route. The Magi “left for their  
country by another road,” and this road was the path 
of humble love. This was the alternate road. It was 
different from that of Herod’s.  But it was the same 
road taken by Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds.  
After encountering Jesus, the Magi became pilgrims 
on the path of God.  

Like the Magi, we approach the Lord with the  
intent to give, but at the same time, we come to  
receive. 

That said, there is something we can learn from 
the Magi’s “gift list.” They gave Gold, which  
reminds us that God needs to be worshipped. To 
do this, we must be humble and recognize our 
neediness. They gave Frankincense, an incense 
that rises up to God. Incense must be burned to 
yield fragrance, in the same way that we need to 
“burn” a little of our time and spend it with God.  
Finally, they gave Myrrh, the ointment used to wrap 
Jesus’ body. He is pleased when we care for the 
bodies of those who suffer, and when we manifest 
mercy like His.

As the Christmas season draws to a close, let us 
take the opportunity to offer these precious gifts to 
the King, who came without the trappings of the 
world, but in humility and poverty.

Reference: Pope Francis’ homily at Mass on the Feast of 
the Epiphany, 2019.

Photo Source: Vatican News 
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The Eastern Churches 
(We are one – and Catholic!)

By Sean Cannon

Zoodokos Pighi Greek Orthodox church next to Mandrakia beach 
in Milos, Greece (Photo by Victor Janin on Unsplash)

Last month I wrote about the rites of our one 
Church in general. I was pointed to further  
research, and well, it’s just a little more complex 
than I described. But the point is made – that our 
Church is complex – and I have highlighted the 
major parts of our single universal Mother: the 
one Catholic Church.

Now, I wish to address the Eastern Church since 
its history is slightly different.  Our Latin Church 
remained quite constant once formed, but the 
Eastern Church is a different story.

The first thing to note is that the Eastern Church 
can be seen as being formed of two very  
distinct groupings – the Orthodox Churches, 
and of course, the Catholic Church. The two 
distinct groups came about because of (very  

simplistically) politics, and probably, at least  
initially, also a lack of – something both Churches 
teach – forgiveness.

We’ll visit AD 451 and the Council of Chalcedon 
first. This Council granted great jurisdictional  
powers to Constantinople, the See of the Eastern  
Catholic Church, which Rome did not like and  
rejected. This peeved the Greek Church to no 
end, along with the crowning by the Pope of  
Charlemagne as Emperor of the Holy Roman  
Empire in AD 800.  However, the Greek and Latin 
Churches remained, more or less (give a minor 
schism or two) united. But things festered.  Slowly.  

In AD 1054, or around 600 years after the friction, 
for what seemed to be important reasons at that 
time, the two Churches – that of Constantinople 
and that of Rome – excommunicated each other!  
At that time, the Normans were threatening  
possession of both Sees, and what seemed to 
be an attempt at reconciliation between the two 
Churches, somehow got botched and ended in 
the mutual excommunications.

In our present time, what’s important here is that 
both the Eastern Orthodox and Western Catholic  
Churches remain almost indistinguishable  
dogmatically. A Catholic may receive Holy  
Communion in the Orthodox Church if there’s no 
Catholic Church nearby. That’s how close the two 
Churches are.

However, ever so gradually after the Schism, 
some of the Eastern Catholic Churches found 
themselves back under the guidance of the  
Roman See. They had themselves reunited with 
Rome.  Although these Eastern Churches have 
their own cultures and own structures, we share 
one set of beliefs with them and one Pope.  This 
makes us one – and Catholic!
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Emmaus Ministry:  
A Listening Ear and a Helping Hand

By Clar Gomez and Arnold McKenzie

In the Gospel, Jesus tells His disciples then and 
today, “Come to Me, all of you who are burdened, 
and I will refresh you…” (Matthew 11:28). He  
offers comfort and rest for the weary and  
troubled, calling them to Himself. In this same 
spirit of the Gospel, the Emmaus Ministry of  
Santuario de San Antonio Parish offers  
consolation to those in need.

The Emmaus Ministry, which is the ministry of  
Pastoral Counseling, offers a more spiritual  
approach to each individual’s problem-solving. 
This finds its inspiration in the story of the Road 
to Emmaus. In the story, two distraught disciples 
realized that that the Man who walked and talked  
with them was Jesus, and “their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized Him” (Luke 24:31). 
The disciples shared the Eucharist with Jesus 
and returned to Jerusalem transformed. They  
returned with the good news to the other  
believers that Jesus had indeed risen and had 
changed them. In the same way that Jesus  
accompanied His disciples, Pastoral Counseling 
tries to offer a more spiritual approach to guide 
decision-making. It offers a more loving, caring, 
and shepherding approach to advising.

The mission of the Emmaus Ministry is to  
ultimately bring all pilgrims to Heaven, and to 
the realization that they are never alone on the  
journey to eternal life. This ministry recognizes 
that each person’s needs are different; therefore, 
the support they need is specific to them as well. 

At the same time – though each person’s journey 
is unique – all can find solutions in Him, with Him, 
and through Him. 

The Emmaus Ministry recognizes that all of us 
need love, understanding, and support as we 
struggle to live our Christian commitment, which 
is never without its crosses. Through this ministry, 
our hope is that our parishioners may find that our 
Parish offers a community of caring and sharing.  
A place of solace where they can find somebody 
to lean on, unburden their hearts, and see their 
problems with the eyes of Christ. The Church 
is a community of love, and those who seek a  
listening ear and a helping hand will come to learn 
that they are never alone. 

Those who seek Pastoral Counseling may 
call the Parish Office (through Bernadette at  
8843-8830/31) to make an appointment with a 
pastoral counselor. Meetings are usually held in a 
private room near the Parish Office.



4

PARISH BULLETIN

Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team 

Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian 

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, 

      Parish Priest , Friary Procurator

Fr. Percival P. Tayem, OFM - Provincial Procurator, 

      Director of Franciscan Development Office

Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member 

Fr. Robert B. Manansala, OFM - Member

 

RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Information 
Teng Jorolan – RDIP Head

Alex Altamira – Editor-in-Chief

Ramon M. Ong – Asst. Editor

Clarisse Gomez – Asst. Editor

Monica Madrigal – Asst. Editor

Letty Lopez – Asst. Editor

Peachy Maramba – Contributor

Lianne Tiu – Contributor

Conchitina S. Bernardo – Contributor

Popi Pineda – Contributor

Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator

Caren Tordesillas – Art & Design 

Santuario de San Antonio Parish 

Tel. nos. 8843-8830 / 31 

Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com 

Website: www.ssaparish.com 

Website email: webi@ssaparish.com 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Rose Galvez – President

Marie Tycangco – Vice President

Teng Jorolan - Secretary

Message for the New Year
Dear co-journeyers:

A GRACE-FILLED NEW YEAR TO ALL!

We have several reasons to be happy - God loves us so much that He provided us with our needs and 
helped us lead a meaningful life. 

The year that had passed has been a blessing for all of us in many ways. We have gone through  
various challenges and trials in life, yet, we victoriously survived and gracefully moved on to realize our 
hopes and dreams for our loved ones.

The year 2019 was a great epiphanic presence to us of God’s paternal faithfulness, filial loving care, 
and creative wisdom in our faith and life’s journey.  Thank you so 
much, Lord, for not giving up on us and for teaching us to learn 
how to be selfless, charitable, and compassionate to others,  
especially the lost, the least, and the last.

The year 2020 is another hope-filled journey. We are called 
to affirm the goodness of God and the beauty of life. We are  
challenged to promote just and humane social and personal  
relationships and to protect Mother Earth, our common home.  Let 
us always bear in mind that 2020 is another year of the Lord. This 
year is another year for all of us to live in dialogue with God, with 
one another, and with the rest of God’s creation as a community 
in harmony -- witnessing God’s peace and justice. 

Your Co-journeyer,

FR. REU JOSE C. GALOY, OFM
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except 6:00 pm Mass on Tuesdays
-  Chaplet of St. Anthony before 6:00 pm
   Mass on Tuesdays
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical ActivitiesPaying “It” Forward

By Paolo Pineda

God makes Himself known to us 
through love, which gives our lives 
meaning. This gift is given to us to 
pay it forward during and beyond 
the Christmas season.

When we “pay it forward,” what 
does “it” refer to? A bit too vague, 
you might say.

“Pay it forward” is one of the more 
common expressions used since 
time immemorial. Originally, the 
context of “it” refers to kindness. 
But should it be limited to just that? 
Have we a choice? 

We actually have a choice. “It” can 
be love. “It” could be compassion.  
Perhaps mercy. Maybe  
forgiveness. Or charity. Or hope. 
Or so much more!

Personally, I choose love. Not just 
because it is the greatest of the 
three remaining gifts, according 
to 1 Corinthians 13:13. Not only  
because hearing the words “I love 
you” is music to our ears. Instead, 
love is the greatest thing one can 
“pay forward.” It costs absolute-
ly nothing, but it is the one thing 
we can never afford to lose. Love 

is about 90% of what life has to  
offer.

Many of us can say that our 
love has been tested so many 
times. Love is a combination of 
many different things: patience,  
understanding, kindness. It can 
also be in different situations: 
love for humanity, love for your 
other half, love for life, or love 
for something else. I’m sure I’m 
not the only one who has asked  
myself, “Is it still worth it?”

Truth be told, it still is. Pope 
Francis himself declared, “Love 
is the meaning of life.” Certainly,  
we agree with him. That’s the 
only thing I would gladly pay  
forward. It costs nothing but is of 
immense value. 

How? Only Verbally? No, not just 
verbally. A smile to anyone in the 
morning says, “I love you.” A call, 
a gift, a visit to a sick friend is  
another way. Even a prayer for 
everyone before going to bed 
says those words.

Are you helping fill the world with 
love? Only you can answer.
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The Annual Voyage of The Pilgrim Statue  
of Our Lady of Fatima

By Rose Galvez

Our Lady of Fatima is a Catholic  
title bestowed on our Blessed  
Virgin Mary centered on the  
Marian apparitions first reported  
by three shepherd children 
on May 13, 1917. Our Lady  
appeared to Lucia dos Santos 
and her cousins, Francisco and 
Jacinta Marto, six times at Cova 
da Iria, the Parish of Fatima, in 
Portugal.  She urged them to  
pray the Rosary every day and 
offer reparations and sacrifices 
to our Lord for the conversion of 
sinners. 

In 1945, after World War II, a  
Parish priest from Berlin  
suggested the idea of having 
one statue of Our Lady of Fatima  
travel through all major cities  
of Europe up to the Russian border. His  
intent was to bring Our Lady’s message of  
hope, peace, and salvation to everyone. In 1947, 
Sister Lucia dos Santos herself instructed the 
sculptor, Jose Thedim, to carve the image of 
Our Lady of Fatima. She wanted the statue to  
depict Our Lady’s position when she first revealed  
herself in 1917 as the Immaculate Heart. In 1947, 
this first Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
was brought to devastated Europe, bringing the  
message of peace.

In 1967, on the 50th anniversary of the  
Apparitions, Pope Paul VI blessed the image 
of Our Lady of Fatima, which was a gift to the  
Philippines from the Sanctuary of Fatima,  

Portugal. This very statue was 
later crowned as the National  
Pilgrim Image of Our Lady of  
Fatima in 1984 by Jaime Cardinal 
Sin.  During the peaceful EDSA 
People Power Revolution in 1986, 
we witnessed how Our Lady, 
through this very image, was at 
the forefront of the various rallies. 
Her image showed her maternal 
protection, guidance, and love for 
all Filipinos.

Many years later, Jaime Cardinal  
Sin was inspired to bring the  
Pilgrim Image of Our Lady of  
Fatima around the Archdiocese  
of Manila. He did so to  
propagate devotion to Our Lady, 
and to raise funds for poor and 
deserving seminarians. He  

appealed to the Catholic Women’s League (CWL) 
of the Archdiocese of Manila to spearhead this. 
Since then, CWL has carried on this Annual  
Pilgrimage of Our Lady of Fatima. From  
September 8, 2019, to July 8, 2020, the Pilgrim 
statue will be brought to all 13 Vicariates and 60 
Unit Member Parishes of the Archdiocese. 

Last December 13 to 19, our Santuario de San 
Antonio Parish was blessed with the visit and 
stay of the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima.  
It was so heartwarming to see the number of  
people who lovingly prayed and spent time with 
Our Lady.  Through your heartfelt prayers and 
generosity, we can help sustain the education 
fund for poor seminarians for yet another year.
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We are grateful for the combined efforts of
Tina Ocampo, Anton Barretto, and the Altar
Environment Ministry led by Bingbing Quiros
and Joy Concepcion, for designing and
creating this year's Advent wreath, main altar
decor, and Belen. Tina's expertise is in design,
while Anton owns a flower shop and is a
decorator. They are trusted partners in serving
God and our Parish.

WE 
NEED 
YOU!

DO  YOU  LOVE  TELL ING
STOR IES ,  OR  PERHAPS  
LOVE  CREAT ING  ART?

THE PARISH BULLETIN IS LOOKING

FOR VOLUNTEER WRITERS &

ILLUSTRATORS/ARTISTS WHO WANT TO

SERVE THE CHURCH

To find out how to share your time & talent,
email us at ssappb@yahoo.com 

or
message us at (0917) 712-7920
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