
We Care Because We Pray
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

January 12, 2020

S a n t u a r i o  d e  S a n  A n t o n i o  P a r i s h

Santuario de San Antonio Parish Forbes Park, Makati City Tel. nos.: 8843-8830 / 31 www.ssaparish.com

The Lord’s Baptism as Our Own Baptism
By Albernina “Ninee” Pascual - Lopez

LECOM CORNER

The Baptism of the Lord is a feast wherein we reflect 
not only on the Lord’s Baptism but also on our own. 
For when Christ was baptized, so were we, for we are  
members of His body.

At the Lord’s Baptism, Jesus willed to receive the  
Baptism preached and administered by John the Baptist 
in the River Jordan. This puzzled John, for his Baptism of 
repentance presumes the presence of sin. So John tried 
to dissuade Jesus, asking, “I need to be baptized by You, 
and yet You are coming to me?”

The Scriptures are clear. Jesus has no sin. He never  
sinned. Yet, He identified with sinners. I try to picture 
that day.  I see Jesus standing in line at the riverside  
alongside sinners. He could have tried to skip the line 
or go straight to His cousin, John. But Jesus didn’t ask 
for special treatment. He just waited for His turn. Jesus 
had no ego. He certainly didn’t mind if anyone knew Him 
or not. He felt no shame in being perceived as a sinner. 
Jesus showed remarkable humility in accepting to be 
among sinners like us.

Jesus freely entered the waters to be baptized, thereby  
making holy the water that will baptize us. Eph 5:30 says 
we are members of Christ’s body. Thus when Jesus  

entered the water, we followed. And in those waters, He 
acquired gifts to give us. 

We were babies during our Baptism, so we likely don’t 
remember anything. Today is an opportune time for us 
to reflect upon our Baptism in relation to Christ’s and the 
graces we received in Baptism.

St. John Paul II wrote, “We were anointed with the Oil 
of Catechumens, the sign of Christ’s gentle strength, to 
fight against evil. Blessed water was poured over us, 
an effective sign of interior purification through the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. We were then anointed with Chrism 
to show that we were thus consecrated in the image of  
Jesus, the Father’s Anointed One. The candle lighted  
from the Paschal Candle was a symbol of the light of 
Faith, which our parents and godparents must have  
continually safeguarded and nourished with the  
life-giving grace of the Spirit.”

Through Baptism, each of us becomes a beloved 
child of God, brother or sister of Jesus, member of His 
Church, heir of Heaven, and a temple of the Holy Spirit.  
Recalling and renewing our (continued on page 2...) 
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Reflections on the 
Peace Prayer  

of Saint Francis
By Tonette Martel

Peace Prayer of Saint Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy. 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen. 

(...continued from page 1: The Lord’s Baptism as Our Own 
Baptism) Baptism is an acknowledgment of this reality, 
which becomes the driving force in our Christian lives. 
We receive our mission and the power to accomplish 
it. Being a “Christian” doesn’t only mean “being saved.” 
We must also share in Christ’s anointing to transform the 
world. This mission is not an option; it is an essential part 
of our becoming Christian. It is not just a mission for the 
priests and religious.

The role of God as a shepherd, protector, and defender 
is of primary consideration when we reflect upon our own 
Baptism.  God says to us, “you are My beloved.” When 
we are loved by our spouse, significant other, or parents,  
we feel important, cared for, and protected. We feel 
that no matter what happens, there is someone we can  
depend on. The love that God gives us is so much more 
than that. We cannot even fathom how great His love is 
for us. These days people like saying, “walang forever.” 
But with God, there is – for His love is unconditional, and 
yes, forever! 

Today, with our own minds and free will, we recall Christ’s 
Baptism, which was the precursor to ours. We should 
take pride in being called God’s beloved. In this New 
Year, let His thoughts direct our thoughts, let His mind 
control our minds, and let His concerns be our concerns 
so that we may be worthy of being God’s beloved.

Let us pray:
Heavenly Father, as we welcome 2020, we thank You 
for all the graces and blessings we have received 
from You. As we celebrate The Lord’s Baptism, grant 
us, Lord, the same humility that Jesus had at His own  
Baptism. We recall with grateful hearts the graces 
we have received at our own Baptism. We ask You to 
make us always faithful to our Baptismal promises,  
consecrating ourselves to the Holy Trinity and “rejecting 
Satan and all his empty promises.” Lord, help us always 
to remember who we are and whose we are - children 
of God. May we live lives pleasing to God worthy to be 
called God’s beloved with whom He is well pleased. 
Amen.

The Peace Prayer attributed to St. Francis of Assisi  
speaks to the hearts and minds of all people. It  
embodies the spirit of love, selflessness, and giving, 
which are the core of the teachings of Christ.  In living his 
life according to the Gospel, St. Francis reached out to 
those afflicted with leprosy -- showing them that despite  
their condition, they were God’s children who deserved 
compassion and love as much as anyone else. During 
the 5th Crusade, he met with the Sultan of Egypt in 
an effort to seek peace in the midst of war. It was the  
earliest example of interfaith dialogue between two  
leaders of different faiths who came together in the spirit 
of openness and understanding. St. Francis saw God in 
nature, in the environment, and in animals. He walked in 
the service of God and his fellowmen.

Do we live our lives according to God’s will and His 
word? Do we heed the voice of Christ? How can we be 
a light to others in our daily lives? The Peace Prayer of 
St. Francis speaks to the fundamental goodness that we 
have within, as we take steps each day to find God who 
lives in us all.
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Are You a Martha or a Mary?
By Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM

It is one of the Bible’s most  
enduring and perhaps most  
relevant stories to devoted  
Christians everywhere: the  
parable of Martha and Mary in 
Luke 10:

“Now, as they went on their way, 
He entered a certain village 
where a woman named Martha  
welcomed Him into her home. She 
had a sister named Mary, who sat 
at the Lord’s feet and listened to 
what He was saying. But Martha 
was distracted by her many tasks; 
so she came to Him and asked, 
“Lord, do You not care that my  
sister has left me to do all the 
work by myself? Tell her then to 
help me.” But the Lord answered 
her, “Martha, Martha, you are 
worried and distracted by many 
things; there is need of only one 
thing. Mary has chosen the better 
part, which will not be taken away 
from her.”

Santuario de San Antonio Parish  
is among the most vibrant  
Parishes nationwide with more  
than twenty active ministries. 
But as Jesus reminds us: how 
often do we choose the better 
part? Christian action (Martha) is  
essential, but we cannot overlook 
the need to refresh our souls and 
deepen our relationship with God 
(Mary).

To this end, our Education &  
Formation Ministry is launching a 
series of five talks and reflections 
in 2020, structured to help infuse 
Franciscan charisms into our  
daily lives. I invite you, your  

family, and your friends to attend. 
The first talk is “Interreligious 
Dialogue & Ecumenism,” by Fr. 
Danny Pilario, CM, Ph.D., and 
a Dean of Studies of St. Vincent 
School of Theology; to be held on 
January 24th, Friday, from 6:30 
to 9:00 pm at the Parish Center. It 
is not coincidental that this topic 
is also the theme of the Catholic  
Bishops’ Conference of the  
Philippines (CBCP) for 2020. 

You may ask: are you a Martha 
or a Mary? Like many gospel 
truths, the answer often lies in  
“both-and,” not “either-or.”

St. Francis of Assisi always dealt 
with polarities: the divine and the 
human, the individual person and 
the corporate body, mission and 
community, and so forth. There 
is a temptation to choose one 
over the other when faced with 
such dichotomies. While this  
approach simplifies life and  
avoids uncertainty, it also forces  
you to look away from the  

profound mystery of God’s plan. 
But St. Francis developed a  
universal, inclusive, and integral 
mindset and relational principle.

I hope that the talks will put you on 
a “both-and” path towards a closer  
relationship with God through a  
better understanding of the  
Franciscan charisms.

FROM THE DESK OF THE PARISH PRIEST
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, July - November)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except 6:00 pm Mass on Tuesdays
-  Chaplet of St. Anthony before 6:00 pm
   Mass on Tuesdays
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical ActivitiesThe Magnificat and the  

Fiat of Mary
By Letty Jacinto-Lopez

On the first day of the Year, the 
Church celebrates Mary as the  
Mother of God. “Truly the  
Theotokos,” said the priest.   
“However,” he continued.  “There 
are two attributes that set Mary apart 
from other humans.” 
 
First, in her Magnificat that is 
Latin for a hymn of praise and  
thanksgiving, “My soul magnifies 
the Lord,” Mary glowed with joy in 
spite of her initial confusion. She 
was overwhelmed to think that God 
chose her, “God noticed me, and He 
gave me attention.” I was reminded  
of how much Mary was as human  
as anyone. She experienced 
life’s ups and downs, elation and  
heartaches, ebbs and flows.  She 
was not spared from turmoil, but she 
wasn’t discouraged or frightened.  
She held on to her faith despite 
seemingly insurmountable odds.  
 
The second is her Fiat. It was 
her answer to Angel Gabriel that  
translates as “let it be done.”  Mary 
said YES to becoming the mother 
of God, clothed with humility and  
obedience. Like a faithful servant,  

she listened and obeyed. She 
opened her heart first, and  
everything else followed. 
 
Monsignor Sabino Vengco, Jr. 
made a reference to the heart that 
tickled my shriveled memory.  “Do 
you remember what it was like in 
your courtship years?  You were 
in a school dance when your eyes 
met, and your heart quivered.  He 
approached you and asked for your 
name. If you had given your name, 
he would have had access to 
your heart, which you would have  
willingly opened to allow him in.”   
 
Recently, the son of a good friend 
collapsed and was pronounced 
dead on the spot. She grimaced 
with pain when her grandson 
asked, “Why did God take our  
Tatay away?”  His eyes were like 
those of an injured little beast,  
desperate and helpless. I sat next 
to the widow in my attempt to give 
her comfort, “God’s plans are the 
best, and His timing is always  
perfect. It’s baffling and difficult to 
understand it now, but in time, you 
will. Through your tears.”
 
Deacon Keith Fornier once wrote 
that from Mary’s first act of willing 
obedience – to her exaltation of 
God’s faithfulness and to her life 
as the mother and disciple of the  
Messiah – she was a heart  
continually bowed in surrender 
to God. It is with such a heart 
that God chooses to bring about  
extraordinary events through the 
lives of everyday, ordinary people - 
like you and me.

Think Magnificat, think Fiat.  May 
we sing PRAISE and thanksgiving 
to God and in every turn, say YES 
to Him.  Like Mary.

“The Virgin Adoring the Host” (1852) 
by Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres
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Food for the Tummy After Food for the Soul 
(Simbang Gabi Breakfast)

By Rachelle Wenger

Since I was a pre-teen, I’ve been going to  
Simbang Gabi for various reasons.  My Mom said 
that if I completed the 9-day Novena Masses, my 
petitions would be granted. 
 
Aside from already being a fan of Jesus at an 
early age, I did have an ulterior motive that 
made me wake up early and complete Simbang 
Gabi all those years. I even credited my 9-day  
Masses to passing all the college entrance exams 
like what the arduous University of the Philippines 
and another medical school gave.  My petitions 
were granted, and those days of sacrifice and  
answering early wake-up calls paid off.  
 
Fast-forward to a couple of decades.  The urge 
to go and complete the Masses is disparate from 
when I was younger.  It is now about devotion, 
in preparation for the birthday of Jesus and the 
love for our Savior.  How times have changed and 
how age and understanding of Faith have helped 
in that change.
 
Simbang Gabi is a tradition that dates back to 
the Spanish era. It was something that the friars  
used to reach a compromise with the farmers – 
the farmers heard Mass then proceeded to toil 
before sunrise.   We observe this devotion from 
December 16 until December 24. It’s also known 
in Spanish as Misa de Gallo or Mass of the  
Rooster.  Devotees rise at early dawn to celebrate  
Mass and then partake of the native almusal  
delicacies served outside the church.  
 
Our LeCom (Lectors/Commentators) Ministry 
served breakfast on the 2nd day, December 17, 
right after the 5am Mass.  Food was prepared by 
the maintenance staff and convento boys. The 

spread consisted of arroz caldo, champorado, 
and pan de sal, accompanied by the ubiquitous 
and popular coffee and hot chocolate. I joined 
our LeCom Team of Jaja Ledesma, Eleanore  
Gutierrez, Sean Cannon, Mike & Monette Gomez, 
and Tina Teehankee. Parishioners flocked to the 
breakfast table, excited to taste the delicious  
Filipino favorite treats. Early morning hunger 
pangs were fully satisfied.
 
The Simbang Gabi is such a beautiful tradition of 
showing our love and devotion to our Savior, plus 
the opportunity to serve our community.  Each 
year, we look forward to it.

Parish Staff Bert, Joseph, and Beth

                                                                                                                                                   
Bert, Beth, Joseph, Eleonore, Monette, Danny, Rachelle,  

Jaja, and Father Robert
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Sending a Message of Hope to  
Persons Deprived of Liberty (PDLs)

By RJ Limpo

A popular song reverberates each year during 
Christmas, and it goes, “It’s the most wonderful 
time of the year.”  I am sure that most of us, if not 
all, will agree that this is indeed the feeling we get 
every Christmas.  
 
But if we look closely at the events that led to 
this most “wonderful” time, we will soon realize 
that everything that transpired before the birth 
of Christ was far from anything wonderful. It was 
cold. Mary and Joseph were isolated in a foreign 
land. They were on their own -- away from anyone 
they knew, with no family to surround them. They 
were greeted by many rejections as they tried to 
find an inn in which to rest. Finally, in the most 
unimaginable of environments, in a manger, our 
Savior was born.
 
Similar is the plight of all Persons Deprived 
of Liberty (PDLs) because they spend their  
Christmases in jail. There is coldness, not only in 
the air but more so, in their hearts as they feel 
the void of what should be a wonderful feeling 
that Christmas brings. They, too, are isolated in 
a “foreign” land, that is, a jail cell far from home. 
They’re on their own -  away from anyone familiar, 
with no friends and no family - as they too face 
rejection from their own family and by society.   
 

This is what Christmas offers us: deliverance 
from a life that is full of coldness, isolation, and 
rejection.  We cherish a life that is full of hope, 
brought to us through the birth of the Child Jesus. 
He makes all things beautiful.
 
Thanks to the generosity of SSAP parishioners,  
the Restorative Justice Ministry was able to 
reach out to over 5,000 PDLs in the Makati, 
Taguig, and Quezon City jails through the annual  
Make-A-Wish and the Noche Buena (lechon) 
gift-giving. 
 
Although our brothers and sisters in jail are  
perhaps struggling in their journey of deliverance, 
the Lord always reminds us that we must continue 
to send a message of hope. Hope that there is 
His Church that strives in rebuilding community 
through second chances as we all journey on in 
faith.
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WE 
NEED 
YOU!

DO  YOU  LOVE  TELL ING
STOR IES ,  OR  PERHAPS  
LOVE  CREAT ING  ART?

THE PARISH BULLETIN IS LOOKING

FOR VOLUNTEER WRITERS &

ILLUSTRATORS/ARTISTS WHO WANT TO

SERVE THE CHURCH

To find out how to share your time & talent,
email us at ssappb@yahoo.com 

or
message us at (0917) 712-7920

To volunteer as Teacher, SMS (0917) 712-7920 
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