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A Community in Harmony Through the 
Power of Music

By Pebbles Carlos Lacson

The Voices of St. Anthony (VOSA)

I have been singing for 
Mass at Santuario de San 
Antonio since I was seven 
years old. That’s almost 
40 years – so much so 
that Sunday Mass feels  
incomplete if I am not 
serving through song. 

I started out with  
St. Anthony’s Little  
Angels, which was under 
Angeli and Inday Bautista  
(Mallari). It was an all-girls 
choir, and this was where 

words in a song, you are touched twice – first, by the 
words, and then, by the harmony of the music. 

My prayer is that the service we offer through song 
helps others feel a deeper connection with God as 
they pray at Mass. I am particularly touched when 
I see members of the congregation singing along 
with us. It is something that we encourage people 
to do. When I hear people singing with us, I feel the 
unity and harmony of the congregation in prayer, a  
community of faith. I feel especially affirmed when 
people come up to us after Mass to tell us that they 
liked a song. This inspires us to do better.

But perhaps what I am most grateful for is – that  
some of the lifelong friendships I’ve made are with 
the people I sing with every Saturday – my VOSA 
family, my faith family. 

I made some of my first friends in church.  In 1984,  
I moved on to Rhythm of Assisi (RAZ), the members  
of which essentially became the first members 
of the SSAP youth group Luke 18. RAZ sang for 
the 10:30 am Sunday Mass, which was also the  
Children’s Mass. But since my parents always  
attended the anticipated Mass at 6:00 pm on  
Saturdays, I would also attend and join the Voices 
of St. Anthony (VOSA), which was headed by Andy 
Huang. I started out by helping them manage the 
overhead projector, and by 1987, I transitioned into a 
full-fledged choir member. Later on, my sisters also 
joined VOSA. And since then, the Saturday 6:00 pm 
Mass has been a family event. To this day, Andy and 
I continue to serve in VOSA. 

I have learned and sung many church songs over 
the years, and this has enriched my own prayer life.  

Praying through song – 
whether it be an upbeat 
praise song or a solemn 
prayer of supplication or  
offering – allows me to feel 
the prayer more deeply 
than simply reciting it. 

Let’s admit it, sometimes, 
we become desensitized  
to the prayers and the 
readings because we 
hear them week after 
week, year after year. But 
when you hear the same 
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The Value of “Different”
By Alex Altamira

genders, hobbies, passions, 
faiths, and beliefs – the Chaplain’s  
messages are worth thinking about 
because they relate not just to 
the friends we’ve chosen. They 
are, more importantly, about new  
acquaintances as well as the  
people we need to interact with on 
any given day.

This reminds me of Fabio, our bus 
driver for the second half of our  
Pilgrimage. He replaced Tiago, 
whom the group liked so much that 
we tried to buy all the bottled water 
he sold on the bus (at 1 Euro). As 
for Fabio, some of us first thought 
he was rude and full of negativity.  
We even opted to buy water from 
convenience stores instead of  
buying from him. It took us two 
homilies, three days, and let’s 
be honest, lack of cheap bottled  
water in Switzerland (at 3 Euros  
in-store) to embrace him. I  
eventually realized that Fabio’s 
unique way of doing things was just 
as valid as our preferred way. He, 
on the other hand, tried to be more  
accommodating and gentle.

By the time we left damp and 
gloomy Einsiedeln town, things 
were looking sunny for the group. 
In fact, I asked Fabio to take some 
of my photos during our next 
stop. This is significant because  
nothing says, “we are in a really good 

place,” better than trusting someone with 
your iPhone and prospective Instagram 
photos, right?

Three months later, the “Fabio incident”  
seems petty and ridiculous. But  
sometimes, that’s how we are when we 
encounter people who have different  
mindsets, behaviors, and ways of  
working.

I hope that when I meet more Fabios in 
the future, we’ll find a respectful middle  
ground. I hope I’ll see them as people  
who can help me discover things about 
myself, teach me new ways of doing  
things, challenge my strength of  
conviction, or make me a better person.

With co-pilgrims and the Chaplain after celebrating Mass at Kloster Einsiedeln

“We can still come together despite  
our differences,” our Pilgrimage 
Chaplain said during his homily. He 
stated it as a challenge and a fact. 
He wasn’t just talking about the  
people in our Pilgrimage who got 
along very well. He was also referring 
to people we meet every day.

The Gospel that day (Luke 6:12-16) 
said that Jesus chose His apostles 
after an evening of prayer. When 
He did, He did not select a group of  
people because they were of an  
identical mold. Although many were 
fishermen, Jesus chose men who 
were different from each other.

In at least two instances during our 
journey, our Chaplain talked about 
how people who come into our 
lives who are different from us can  
benefit us in different ways: by  
helping us discover things about  
ourselves, teaching us new ways of 
doing things, challenging our strength 
of conviction, or making us better  
persons.

I believe the messages of being open 
to people who are different from us 
and coming together despite our  
differences, are important messages 
to reflect on.

While I take pride in having a  
diverse group of friends – with  
different nationalities, life stages,  
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When Too Much Self-Love Creates  
Entitlement and Steals Your Joy

By Jaja L. Ledesma

A large audience came to hear Father Dennis’ talk on trust,  
humility, and service

Fr. Dennis Paez was the guest speaker and his 
topic was, “Trust, Humility and Service – All For 
His Glory.” The talk was sponsored by the LeCom 
Ministry, and it was held last January 29 at the 
SSAP Parish Center. 

Fr. Dennis’ talk was much anticipated and  
attended by more than 70 friends and  
parishioners. Everyone welcomed him and  
stayed on to listen to his words, his wit, and his 
very real stories. His lecture became even more 
interesting with his video presentations to prove 
the key points he wanted to make.

The title of the talk was what I expected Fr. Dennis 
to talk about: how trusting, humbling oneself, and 
serving others all lead to glorifying God. However, 
he presented it to his audience in another way. 
He delved on entitlement – how not trusting, not 
humbling oneself, and not serving others would 
lead to it. 

Yes, entitlement exists, wherever we may be – in 
Church, at home, in our workplace, or in school. 
The videos and slides he shared made me think 
of how entitlement truly creates an unhealthy  
environment. Feeling entitled only emphasizes  
one’s selfishness. One’s adoration of himself –  
echoing the words “I Love Me, I Love Myself” –  
leads to a sad life. It creates anger, conflict,  
unhappiness, alienation, and helplessness. One 
becomes ungrateful, not realizing that he has so 
much to be thankful for. An entitled person looks 
at himself as a “God,” who needs to be given  
special attention, although it should be the  
opposite. Fr. Dennis mentioned that the only  
people who deserved entitlement were Joseph, 
Mary, and Jesus, yet they never showed signs of 
it.

Fr. Dennis mentioned how family members should 
love not only their own families, but also love the 
people outside their own. Loving others makes 

us better people. One’s unselfishness would  
generate more love and would make each  
family member proud of knowing you and would 
take pride in being part of your family. It is in  
giving of oneself that makes us whole and happy  
individuals. Our wanting to serve others, without 
asking for anything in return, is what will lead us 
to a life of giving glory to God.

May we always work hard, do what we are good 
at, and bring that good to others. May we be 
thankful, ever, not just in Church but everywhere!
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Serving God and Serving You:  
The Ministries of San Antonio

Service is in the heart of every volunteer that’s ever 
set foot on the aisles of our beloved parish. In a series  
of Parish Bulletin issues starting this week, we shine 
the spotlight on the different ministries of SSAP. There 
are seven super ministries – each with a specific  
mission – in service of God, the parish, and the  
community. Each is further composed of different  
ministries that contribute to the accomplishment of its 
mission. Here is a brief overview of each super ministry: 

Worship Ministry: The Ministry’s primary purpose is to 
lead people in praying during the liturgical celebration.  
The ministry has 9 sub-ministries, each with different  
roles and functions. Still, together they have the 
shared objective of providing liturgical services that are  
meaningful, solemn, and not excessive in their  
presentation. It aims to create an atmosphere of prayer, 
which is inclusive of everyone regardless of background. 
You can read more about this ministry on page 5 of this  
week’s issue.

Family And Life Ministry (FLM): The FLM  is tasked 
with actualizing the Church’s apostolate of life,  
specifically: Pro-Life advocacy, Natural Family Planning, 
Chastity and sexual morality, the protection and sanctity 
of human life, Theology of the Body, and the sacredness 
and Catholic perspective of family-related Sacraments 
such as Marriage and Baptism. Some of the activities of 
the FLM include conducting the “Pre Cana” seminars for  
couples seeking to be married in the parish and also 
giving a special seminar to participants of CWL’s annual 
mass wedding or “Kasalan Bayan.” 

Social Services And Development Ministry: This  
super ministry provides outreach opportunities for those 
in need. It aims to instill in its volunteers the values of  
doing justice, being merciful and compassionate, and 
serving with humility. The Social Services Ministry  
promotes the social teachings of the Church, which are  
1. Human Dignity (Everyone is special), 2. Common 
Good (What is best for everyone), 3. Solidarity (We  
belong to one big family), 4. Subsidiarity (People should 
have a say), 5. Participation (We all want to work and 
contribute to our community), 6. Stewardship (We need 
to care for the earth), 7. Preferential Option for the Poor 
(Some people need extra help, so we pay more attention 
to those who need more). 

Education Ministry: This super ministry is focused on 
propagating the three pillars of the Franciscan order: 
formation, fellowship, and function. It draws inspiration  
from the parable of Martha and Mary (Luke 10:38-42)  
and seeks to help parishioners – both adults and  
children, and those working in the other parish  
ministries – develop a well-rounded Christian life  
wherein Christian action is enriched by a life of worship, 
contemplation, and prayer. This year, the ministry is  
developing a forum for parishioners to share their lives 
with each other in a small group setting. The forum will be 
guided by five major Franciscan charisms: ecumenism 
and religious dialogue, mission, stewardship, ecology 
and the environment, and contemplation. Discussions  
on these charisms will be offered to the entire parish in 
the form of presentations by expert theologians.

Youth Ministry: The Youth of San Antonio (YSA) shows 
our Lord Jesus’ concern for the young parishioner who 
is the future of the Church. It is composed of Luke 18,  
Antioch, Single Young Adults, and Faith in Action. The 
ministry conducts various programs such as seminars,  
retreats, recollections, social activities, outreach  
activities, and Bible study. These programs teach young 
parishioners how to strengthen and share their faith. The 
ministry also responds to the needs of the youth who 
requires moral and spiritual guidance. 

External / Public Affairs Ministry: This super ministry  
is responsible for building and developing the  
relationship between our Church and the condos and  
villages around SSAP. They arrange for parish activities  
to be done in the condos/villages such as weekly  
Masses and processions during Holy Week, feasts, and 
solemnities. They also invite their communities to join in 
our parish activities.

Internal Organization Affairs Ministry: This super  
ministry, also known as Mandated Organizations  
Ministry, is composed of organizations that have  
chapters outside the parish or belong to bigger  
organizations within the Catholic Church. These  
organizations include the Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL), Marian Cenacle, Mother Butler Mission Guilds, 
Men of Sacred Heart (MSH), and Order of Franciscan 
Seculars (OFS).

In the coming weeks, we shall feature individual articles on each ministry so you will know more about how 
they can serve you or how you can serve with them. We hope that whether you are a parishioner in need of 
services, or whether you want to be a volunteer, you will find what you are looking for here in SSAP.
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The Worship Ministry:  
@ SSAP #WeServeAsOne

By Suzette Gatmaitan

The Worship Ministry is often regarded as 
the heart of the church. Its primary role in the  
liturgical celebration is to lead the people to pray. 
With nine sub-ministries, the Worship Ministry 
endeavors to produce a harmonious fusion of all 
these functions to reach its objective of providing  
liturgical services that are solemn, meaningful,  
not excessive in presentation, and with an  
atmosphere of prayer where everybody feels  
welcome regardless of age, race, sex, political  
affinity, and the like. 

Through the Worship Ministry, the faithful must 
be able to experience the joyful anticipation in the 
Advent Season, the sorrow and sadness of Lent, 
the jubilation in the Easter Season, the tranquility 
in the Ordinary Time, and the cheerful celebration 
of the feasts of saints and martyrs.  

The challenge has always been the same – for 
parishioners to have a spiritual conversion and 
believe in the Gospel, to have a transformative 
change of heart called metanoia. The triumph 
of the Worship Ministry will always be marked 
in the aftermath through charity – our acts of  
compassion, tolerance, kindness, and generosity  
to everyone. If we can constantly turn a few 
hearts around with each liturgical service, then 
this for us is a good start. We believe that from 
these changed hearts, we will be able to increase 
the attendance of parishioners in Masses and  
create more engagement and involvement in  
parish activities. 

With over 200 volunteers in the Worship Ministry,  
we have set the tone for the new year in our  
recent General Assembly – total commitment in 
the fulfillment of our duties in our ministries. The 
road ahead will continue to have twists and turns, 
but @ SSAP #WeServeAsOne, we are confident  
that all our efforts will lead to the realization of 
our goal – to strengthen our faith and inspire  
parishioners to live a good life.

Worship Ministry volunteers attend the General Assembly  
on January 18, 2020
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am except on First Saturdays), 

12:15 pm, Anticipated: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

-  Fatima Prayer of Adoration and Reparation   
   after the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 Masses
-  First Five Saturdays for the Reparation of   
   Sins Committed Against the Immaculate Heart  
   of Mary (February - June, August - December)  
   at the 6:15 am, 7:30 am, and 12:15 pm  
   Masses with meditation and recitation of the  
   Holy Rosary 30 minutes before the Mass 

Sunday
6:30 am (Tagalog), 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 
10:30 am, 12:00 nn, 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm

MASS SCHEDULE 
IN SURROUNDING VILLAGES:
Dasmarinas Village Clubhouse: 

Saturday, 6:00 pm – Anticipated Mass
(North) Forbes Park Pavillion: 

Sunday, 11:00 am
Urdaneta Village Friendship Hall: 

Sunday, 7:00 pm

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday - Friday

6:15 am, 7:30 am (with Morning Prayers 
at 7:00 am), 12:00 nn, 6:00 pm

-  Recitation of the Holy Rosary before every   
   Mass, except on Tuesdays
-  Divine Mercy Chaplet after every Mass on  
   Tuesday
-  Novena to St. Anthony and Exposition of 
   St. Anthony’s Relic after all Masses on 
   Tuesday
-  Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
   every Wednesday at 8:00 am and after the  
   6:00 pm Mass
-  Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus after all  
   Masses on Friday except on First Friday
-  First Friday Holy Hour: 8:00 am,11:45 am 
   and after the 6:00 pm Mass

CONFESSION
Monday . Wednesday . Friday

7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm
5:45 pm - 6:15 pm

Saturday
7:15 am - 7:45 am, 12:00 nn - 12:30 pm

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm
For special Confession, please call 

the parish office

FOR THE SICK
Please call the parish office for  
anointing of the sick or when a  

parishioner is bedridden and wishes 
to receive Holy Communion.

Schedule of 
Liturgical Activities

VOICES FROM YESTERDAY AND TODAY

It’s Not About a  
Wooden Chair!

(Feast of the Chair of St. Peter – February 22)
By Peachy Maramba

St. Peter’s Chair in the central apse of  
St. Peter’s Basilica

Whoever heard of a feast honoring a 
chair? While it is said to be a relic –  
an actual chair on which St. Peter 
sat as the first Bishop of Rome, it is 
still just a chair – in fact, a portable  
wooden chair dating from the ninth 
century. But is the feast really just 
about a chair? And how do we know 
that there existed such a feast?

The Philocalian Calendar – which 
gives a list of the Roman liturgical 
celebrations in AD 354 (or possibly  
as early as AD 336) – contains the 
entry “Natale, Petri de cathedra”   
(Peter’s Chair feast) on February 22.

The word “natale” has, by that time, 
come to denote any anniversary. 
On that date, a Church – containing 
a statue of St. Peter seated like a  
classical teacher – was dedicated. 
This makes certain that St. Peter 
or his authority was honored by the  
Roman Church with a festival on the 
date of his martyrdom.

As for the word “cathedra,” this is a 
Latin expression which means ‘from 
the Chair.’ The Romans gave this 
name for the seat occupied by a 
teacher or anyone who spoke with  
authority. This is why today, when 
we say that it is “an ex-cathedral  
decision,” we mean that it is a  
pronouncement in which the Pope 
speaks as a teacher of the Universal  
Church. So, in actuality, the Chair 
of St. Peter symbolizes the Pope’s  
teaching authority over the whole 
Church! This is why whenever the 
Pope gives a dogmatic definition for 
the Universal Church, he must say, 
”Cathedra.” 

While the name of the feast is “Feast 
of the Chair of St. Peter,” it is an  
occasion when we adore and give 
thanks to the Lord for exalting St. Peter  
to a throne of glory in Heaven.  

In so doing, God installed him for all 
to recognize as Head of the Church 
on Earth.

At this feast, the faithful are enjoined 
to acknowledge “the goodness of the 
Almighty Father, Who, through His 
Son Jesus Christ, gave to St. Peter 
and all his successors, the Chair or 
the office of teaching that propagates 
His Church and spreads the Good 
News for the salvation of souls.” The 
feast thus honors the Pontifical office 
of teaching conferred on St. Peter 
and his successors as symbolized by 
his Chair.

The feast then is not so much about 
the veneration of a chair. Instead, it is 
about the glorification of St. Peter’s 
office, of which the Chair is a symbol. 
And because the symbol of the Chair 
is so important, the Pope’s residence 
has been called “Holy See,” from the 
Old French word sied, which means 
“Holy Chair.”

Today, the Chair is in the central apse 
of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. It is 
encased in a gilded bronze throne – 
a setting designed by Gian Lorenzo 
Bernini.
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Please bring last year’s blessed palms to the SSAP lobby guard on or before  
Tuesday, February 25, so that they could be included in the Burning of Palms for Ash Wednesday
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