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What God Took Away (Part 2)
By Milette Zamora

At TV Mass last 22 March 2020, a  
statement in the Gospel struck me.  
Jesus cured a man of his blindness with 
His spit. Our spit kills. Not only can our spit 
carry bacteria and viruses, it can also carry 
evil thoughts and bad intentions when we 
speak ill. Our spit can be so evil that even 
our government has asked us to keep our 
spit to ourselves.

Then -- at that moment of my realisation 
-- the coincidence of today’s Liturgy of the 
Word made complete sense. By remaining  
faithful to God despite his sinfulness,  
David was kept in God’s watchful care, and was redeemed.  
For us then, by remaining faithful, God redeems us too and 
gives us strength to be His light to the world.  

Take our use of social media. In the past few days, we have 
sent and received inspirational messages, videos, and  
memes that encouraged us to pray constantly as a global  
family. We promoted and provided “unwalled” prayer venues 
and times. We inspired each other to deepen our prayers 
and spiritual lives.  We have used social media better and 
for the right reasons – to inspire and encourage, rather than 
to criticise and vilify. As a result, we have been sent memes 
of praying where prayer didn’t exist before.

As prayer is not only talking to God but also acting, (as 
seen in one meme that described prayer as wishing a loved 
one a good day, cooking a meal for your family, and the 
like), we answered the call to help those in need. We found 
ways -- bending over backwards in our present physical  
confinement -- to make ourselves useful. We took on the 
obligation to feed our household when we stocked up 
and refrained from hoarding so that others could also buy  
critical items. It gave the government reason to keep vital  
establishments open and supply chains going. Thus, 
there continues to be enough supply for those who need 
it most. We implore each other to be selfless and give up  

“hoarded” masks and alcohol. We  
suddenly recognised Jesus in so many 
people! We exhibited much more love, 
charity, and mercy.  

We even got over our fear of running out 
of food. We cheerfully tease each other 
about the eventual weight gain. Hopefully, 
this will remind us to buy more substantial  
food and drink when we use the precious 
time our barangays give us to go out and 
buy provisions. We seemed to have been 
given the chance to exercise a deliberate  
and mindful abstention from indulging 

some of our unnecessary vices such as using our cars. This 
“inactivity” has allowed so many nice changes to happen, 
(Fr. Richard Hendrick, OFM, in his sermon last 13 March 
2020, mentioned that now we hear birds sing, see clearer  
skies, hear people sing across park squares). We have 
stopped polluting. We clean and wash constantly. We have 
allowed our islands to rest from tourist mess. The oceans 
have time to wash ashore the remaining trash without being 
burdened by additional garbage from cruise ships. The air 
is cleaning itself.  

At this point, my hair stood up on end. I realised: 
1) We pray constantly; 
2) We perform acts of charity every chance we get; and 
3) We “fast” from unnecessary activity.  

Did God just take away again things we considered  
important so that we can see most clearly the REAL  
meaning of Lent? Are we not now TRULY fasting, praying, 
and giving alms?  

Many of us see the Lenten directives of Fasting, Prayer, and 
Almsgiving as “sacrifice”. We saw Lent as a “sad” season – 
altars are bare, Mass singing at a minimum, exhortations for 
restraint in our lifestyle for 40 days, abstaining every Friday, 
etc. (continued on page 3...)  
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Light of the World
By RJ Ledesma

Last March 22, 2020, I watched an  
Online Mass by Cardinal Tagle at the 
Pontificio Collegio Filippino in Rome. I 
used a makeshift altar that I had set up 
on my home office table. When I saw how 
many people were watching the Mass 
online -- along with those who had joined 
me for the watch party -- I was comforted  
knowing that we could all share in the  
Eucharistic celebration – albeit only  
online - because it truly reaffirmed to me 
that we are part of the One Mystical Body 
of Christ (sosyal, no? Parang nagsimba 
pa tayo sa Roma). 

I have always enjoyed the sermons of 
Cardinal Tagle.  I always try to watch his 
weekly “The Word Exposed” sermons 
on JesCom TV. But during that day’s Mass, what made me 
break down were the opening and closing songs. The Mass 
opened with the song “Here I am, Lord.” 

For those who do not know the lyrics, they are: 

I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 
I have heard My people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save 
I have made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 

Here I am, Lord 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go, Lord 
If You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 

I felt that He was calling me to serve His people, most  
especially in this time of crisis. And it was for me to discern 
 the best way that I could be of service. And this feeling 
was further amplified in Cardinal Tagle’s homily, when he  
reminded us in the Second Reading (Ephesians 5:8-14) 
that “you are light in the Lord; behave as children of the light 
for the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness 
and uprightness and truth. Try to discover what the Lord 
wants of you.” 

And He wants us to see what is happening around us with 
the eyes of faith. The same way that the blind man whose 
eyes He had healed now saw the world (John 9:1-41). 

Then the closing song just made me cry 
even more. It was “Tell the World of His 
Love,” a local church song in a foreign 
shore. This song resonates for many of us 
because we are reminded of Pope John 
Paul II’s World Youth Day in 1995 (yes, I 
am dating myself).  But now, it was imbued 
with new meaning for me: 

For God so loved the world 
He gave us His only Son Jesus Christ our   
    Savior 
His Most Precious One.   
He has sent us His message of love  
    and sends those who hear to bring the  
    message to everyone.  
In a voice loud and clear let us tell the  
    world of His love

The greatest love the world has known 
Search the world for those who have walked astray 
And lead them home 
Fill the world’s darkest corners 
With His light from up above 
Walk every step, every mile, every road 
And tell the world, tell the world of His love 

Jesus was entrusting me to tell the world of His love, to 
show the world His love especially during these trying 
times. 

To be the “light in the Lord,” I admit, I am scared about what 
is happening around us now. I am scared for my health, 
my family, my business, my career, my employees, and 
the economy. I have never felt quite this helpless before. 
But I realized that there are many people who feel even 
more helpless than myself right now. There are people who  
aren’t sure if they will still have a job when this is all done. 
There are front liners who are deathly afraid to go to work 
because they don’t have enough protective equipment.  
There are people who aren’t sure if they have Covid-19 
because where they live doesn’t allow for social distancing.  
There are people who aren’t even sure if they will have 
food for their family tomorrow. And these are the people 
whom God wants us to help in whatever form or fashion we 
can. It is our faith in action that God desires versus the fear, 
desperation, and helplessness that is sown by the Evil one. 
God wants me, wants all of us to be the “light in the Lord” 
so we can tell the world and share His love. 

Let us all do what we can and trust that God will do the rest. 

Jesus, I trust in You. 
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Reflections on Santo Entierro
By Norman Camungol
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I will miss a very important part of 
Holy Week this year, owing to the 
expanded quarantine. The Santo 
Entierro (“Holy Burial”) has always 
been one of the highlights of my 
Holy Week activities. I get to walk 
around and accompany the Burial  
Carriage of the Christ around the 
Parish. It’s one of the activities 
my daughters and I participate 
in as a family. The procession of  
parishioners, devotees, and others,  
start and end within the church 
compound. The entire atmosphere 
is both festive and somber, as  
Philippine funeral processions are 
wont to be.

This year, let us reflect on the  
procession’s meaning – what it 
means, what it signifies, what its 
significance is, particularly – in  
today’s world ravaged by COVID-19.  

The Santo Entierro immediately  
follows the Veneration of the Cross, 
done every Good Friday. It is  

basically a funeral procession, 
which -- along with the other events 
surrounding the Passion of the 
Christ that we celebrate during 
Holy Week -- impresses on us the  
humanity of Jesus and the  
incredible suffering He had to  
endure and accept for us. It cost 
God His Son, to forgive and  
reconcile the world to Himself.  
Jesus had to accept the punishment  
due us while being, at the same 
time, our Advocate.

This simple parade of people from 
all walks of life shows that the 
Christ didn’t die for a select few, but 

for all mankind. Much like how we as a  
people, were brought together by 
a shared suffering due to the death 
and misery brought on by COVID-19, 
the Santo Entierro brings all faithful  
together in appreciating all that Jesus 
has done for us.

This year, we won’t see the Santo  
Entierro. But we live the collective grief 
of the world nowadays. That, for me, is 
the Santo Entierro.

(...continued from page 1: What 
God Took Away)  But by God taking  
away the activities we supposedly  
“sacrifice” during Lent, we  
experienced a spiritual renewal. We 
fasted, prayed, and gave alms. We 
shared with each other inspiring 
events and sought out opportuni-
ties to join charitable activities. We 
seem to be doing these naturally,  
instinctively, and spontaneously  
without even mentioning that we 
are doing these for Lent. This is  
conversion!

Second hair-raising moment – this 
conversion happened in six days.  
We have time to do more!

We call on God during adversity  
– Ondoy, Milenyo, Yolanda,  
earthquakes, floods, the Pinatubo, 

Mayon and Taal eruptions. We ask 
Him why these things happen. But 
now we call on God because we see 
Him everywhere. We draw strength 
from those in whom we see Jesus 
and open ourselves up to being  
instruments of God’s peace.  

The Gospel tells us that the only 
Healer is Jesus. Once we experience 
this healing, we must follow up in the 
same way as those Jesus healed in 
the Bible. To proclaim His greatness 
and bear constant witness to Him. 
If not, we “go back to normal”. We  
forget what we had built up during 
this time. It is tantamount to spitting in 
God’s Face.  And we have seen what 
happens when we do that.

Third hair-raising moment - we must 
rejoice!  We have returned to God!
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FAITH amidst COVID-19
By the Rosary Vigil Brigade

Rose Galvez

Knowing that our group is 
able to pray all the Mysteries  
of the Rosary daily -- at  
different times of day --  
provides so much comfort 
and peace during this difficult 
time. We are grateful for this  

opportunity to contribute and help in our fight against 
COVID-19 -- by being united in prayer -- with Jesus and 
Mama Mary on our side.

RJ Limpo

The Community Rosary is 
one of the gifts this crisis has 
brought to our community. It’s 
a beautiful experience to come 
together in prayer wherever  
we are and whatever the  
consequence. In my humble 

Popi Pineda

The Rosary, as an instrument, is 
structured in a circle.  I couldn’t 
help but correlate it to how I 
see this Community Rosary: 
the widening of a circle, my 
personal circle of friends and 
acquaintances from Church: 

brought together by prayer, united in prayer.

Dora Cantada

Ever since the SSAP Rosary 
Vigil was initiated, I immediately  
joined. Why not?  I had all 
the time right now. After a 
few sessions, it became a 
habit. Then I started looking 
forward to it -- anticipating 
the call of our leaders at the appointed time -- to pray 
the Rosary and to pray as a Community!  One week 
has passed and I’m looking forward to 3 more weeks  
together in prayer. Praise God!

Elizabeth Silverio

Praying with this group has 
comforted me a lot and made 
me feel hopeful in spite of 
the news and our collective  
situation. Starting my day with 
prayer sets the tone for the day, 
and it is one of the reasons I  

remain positive, considering the situation. I truly feel 
Mama Mary, our Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are  
listening to us all -- each and every one of us -- and  
making arrangements to end this thing soon!  We just 
need to keep the faith and keep praying.

Liza Chan - Parpan

I am both humbled and grateful 
for the opportunity, especially 
in this day and age, to come 
together as a community  to 
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
our Mother. Not just once but 
even 4 times a day, should we 

so choose!

“Thank you, Lord, for giving so many of us this time -- 
to slow down, to rediscover the Rosary, to deepen our 
devotion to Mama Mary, our Mother-- and listen to her 
gentle urging to “do whatever He tells you.”

Christine Ong

By the grace of God and  
through Rachelle Wenger, 
whom I consider as a dear 
friend, I am part of this  
Rosary Prayer Group. I’m truly 
thankful that I have this group 
reaching out to God together.  
I believe that everyone we meet and everything that  
happens in our lives are all according to God’s plans, all 
the more true now during this uncertain and scary time. 
But through this prayer group, I have regained positivity 
and faith that something good will come out of this.

Dina Campos

Praying the Rosary with others 
from the community has been 
a great source of comfort and 
has given me peace in these 
difficult and scary times.  

Thank you, Mama Mary, for listening to our prayers!

Marie Tycangco

The Community Rosary is my 
daily dose of faith, my source 
of spiritual nourishment, my 
moment to reflect, recharge, 
and reconnect. Reflecting on 
the Mysteries of the Rosary  
was like journeying with  

Jesus and Mary everyday. The prayers allow me to 
speak to Christ and proclaim His greatness -- which 
bring a glimpse of light to darkness and sparks of hope in  
moments of despair. It was also my way of reconnecting  
with members of my faith family -- who trusts God’s  
infinite mercy and draws strength in the power of  
community.

Rica de Jesus

Our Community Rosary brings 
peace to my heart — it calms 
me during these times of crisis 
where everyone is panicking. 
It’s the best way to spend time 
especially now that we have a 
lot of it in our hands.  I believe 
that if we pray, we are safe; more so if we pray together.  
God wants us to pray together.

Rachelle Wenger

In this most trying time, our 
Community Rosary has shown 
me how God brings people  
together and -- as mysterious  
as it sounds, a beautiful gift 
of solidarity and devotion to 
our Almighty -- proving that 

when we come together and unite, He will strengthen  
us and show mercy. In every great sacrifice, there’s 
always an equivalent gift of deeper wisdom and  
understanding.

We asked some members of the different ministries and 
parishioners from the nearby villages to give us their 
thoughts on how the Community Rosary has affected 
them. The Rosary Brigade was started last March 15 -- 
in response to the lockdown due to COVID-19 pandemic 
-- by a small group of volunteers  which has now grown 
into a Prayer Brigade with more than 70 members in just 
over a week’s time. 

Read on to be inspired!

Caron Macasaet

When we planned to do the 
Rosary Vigil, I thought it would 
just be a handful of us doing 
it.  I even said, “We will be the 
ones doing this.”  After a week 
of reciting the Rosary online, 
I am proud to say, that our  

number has grown -- our group of 10 is now a group 
of 60 prayer warriors! God really provides for all our 
needs! And I am sure that if we just keep praying and 
asking God to heal all of us and the entire world, we will  
overcome this pandemic! Through the intercession of 
Blessed Virgin Mary and all the angels and saints. Amen.

I used to cry ‘cause I couldn’t get people to recite the 
Rosary. I could invite them to a party which they would 
attend but to pray, forget it!  Then I met you guys … and 
it all changed. Thank you, Mama Mary for helping me 
find my Rosary friends!

Should you wish to join, please send us a message via 
@ssapnewstoday on Instagram.

opinion, this group should carry on even after this crisis 
is over!
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PARISH MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

Franciscans Pastoral Care for Vocations
By Renan Prado

Among those chosen is a select group of student  
friars -- in their last two years of Formation before  
Regency and Ordination -- whose tuition, lodging, and 
other fees are subsidized by the Franciscan Pastoral 
Care for Vocations, a Ministry created in our Parish in 
2014.

After 3 School Years (2014-2017), six of the select  
beneficiaries to this endowment were ordained and 
then assigned to the Philippines, Sri-Lanka, and 
Myanmar, except for one, who had to leave the  
Congregation.

In 2017, an increase in the budget paved the way for 
two additional  students. For School Years, 2017-2019,  
another six of our beneficiaries were ordained and are 
now in their respective areas of assignment. For the  
current school year, our Parish is assisting 6 student  
friars, 3 in third year, and another 3 in their fourth year.

The mission of this Ministry is to generate funds -- from 
donations and other fund-raising activities -- to support 
select student friars in their last two years of Formation in 
the Inter-Congregational Theological Center.

Our vision is to promote the Kingdom of God through 
the Ministers of the Catholic Church in the Philippines.  
For further information, please contact Mimi Morelos or  
Renan Prado at the SSAP Office at 8843-8830.
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