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St. Joseph, Patron Saint Extraordinaire
By Peachy Maramba

It is amazing, how a saint, about whom 
we have very scant information, has de-
veloped to be recognized today as be-
ing the greatest and most beloved of all 
saints of the Catholic Church, next only to 
Mary. Thus, he is regarded as our Patron 
Saint Extraordinaire. This saint is none 
other than St. Joseph, whom we all know 
as the husband of the Virgin Mary and 
foster father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Apart from the scant stories about him in the so-called  
“Infancy Narratives”, written down in the Gospels of  
Matthew and Luke, there is not much to know about his 
life story. Throughout the Gospels, Joseph does not utter 
a single word -- thus earning him the name of “Joseph the 
Silent.”  

St. Joseph was of royal descent from David, one of the 
greatest Hebrew kings. Joseph’s genealogy Matthew 1:17, 
traces his Davidic descent through kings which proves  
how royal rights were transmitted from David to Jesus,  
thus fulfilling the prophecies that the Savior was to come 
from the House of David. Joseph, though of royal descent, 
merely followed a carpenter’s  humble trade at Nazareth 
(Matthew 13:55). Thus, Joseph had only modest means, 
as shown by the fact that during the occasion of Mary’s  
purification after the birth of Jesus, he only gave to the  
temple the gift of two turtle doves, which were the traditional 
offerings made by the lower working class. 

He was probably born in the city of David - Bethlehem in 
Judea. But after the birth of Jesus Christ, he moved to  
Nazareth, an obscure town in Galilee.
 
Mary was already betrothed to him when she was  
discovered to be pregnant.

When Joseph discovers the pregnancy of his betrothed, 
Mary, before living with him, he was faced with a terrible  

dilemma. But Joseph was a “just man,” 
so, to avoid putting Mary to public  
disgrace, he resolved to divorce her  
quietly.

But then an angel sent from God  
appeared to him in sleep. He said, 
“Do not be afraid to take Mary as 
your spouse... for it is through the 
Holy Spirit that this Child has been  
conceived in her” (Matthew 2:20-21). 

Thus, after Mary, Joseph was the first person to learn 
about the mystery of Christ and the Incarnation and the first  
witness of the Divine Mystery.

Joseph was thus dissuaded from divorcing her and doing 
as the angel of the Lord had commanded, he took her into 
his home. Because all his life he respected Mary’s divine 
motherhood, he is invoked as Protector of Virginity. 

Because St. Joseph took such good care of his family - 
working hard to provide for all their needs and to protect 
them against all harm - he is not only the ideal earthly father, 
but the patron extraordinaire of all families.

Joseph readily accepted all the directives he received from 
God, whether he understood them or not and never shirked 
responsibility to his family. Some scholars believe that this 
trait of immediate and faithful obedience to all God’s wishes 
is his most important and outstanding trait.

Because he taught Jesus how to work and because he 
worked hard to provide for all their needs, he is considered 
the Patron of Workers. 

Pope Pius XII in 1955 even established May 1 as the new 
additional Feast of St. Joseph the Worker.

It is as Patron of the Universal Church, that Pope Pius IX 
declared in 1870, that Joseph is (continued on page 2...) 
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Mission
By Dennis Montecillo

On Saturday, March 21, 2020, the Education & Formation 
Ministry will be sponsoring a talk by Fr. Edgar Javier, SVD, 
on the topic of Mission. All parishioners are invited to attend.

Fr. Javier believes that the concept of Mission is rooted in 
the heart of the Church. The Church’s mission strategy at a 
given time is usually adapted to the current situation of the 
world. 

One aspect of Mission to be re-visioned is its traditional  
connotation; Mission is not something out there in the  
jungle or in the bush, but instead, should be something 
that constitutes the very being of the Church. If Mission is 
to be relevant today, it must focus on issues of the times:  
globalization, postmodernity, secularization, growth of  
Islam, religious pluralism, and ecological problems, among 
others. 

The missionary Church in postmodern times must become 
a proclaiming (apostolic), reconciling (Catholic), sanctifying 
(holy), and unifying (one) Church. This entails going over to 
the poor, dialoguing with the local cultures and interreligious 
dialogue. 

Fr. Javier’s writings echo the theme of many great  
theologians, i.e., that the great answers to mysteries of our 
times lie not in the “either-or” but in the “both-and.” True 
mission must be flexible to embrace the trend towards  
interdependence without losing sight of the fundamentals 
of our faith.

Fr. Javier sees shortcomings in the currently accepted  
approaches to pluralism because they get in the way of 
engaging with the culture while remaining faithful to God’s 
design of enriching the human family through diversity,  
plurality of cultures and traditions. This approach must 
point towards a reconciled and renewed humanity and 
creation to promote inter-contextual and interreligious  

dialogue, but not from the vantage point of superiority.  
Ultimately, the goal of this approach is to recognize the  
diverse experiences and stories of encountering Christ 
in diverse contexts. This approach, which he describes 
as Spirit-led, leads the way towards a spirit of unity, not  
uniformity.

In this fashion, one develops an authentic way of dealing 
with difference and negotiating plurality, i.e., to provide the 
time and space for the silenced “other” to be fully heard on 
their own terms. Monologue is transformed into dialogue  
and trialogue. Dialogue does not mean eliminating  
differences; rather it is safeguarding differences while  
building up common sharing. Mission as dialogical is  
genuine listening and responding to stories of God’s love 
as told by others.

Fr. Javier entered Christ the King Mission Seminary and  
was ordained in 1975 at the Divine Word Seminary in  
Tagaytay. For the next several years, he alternated between 
parish work in Mindoro and missionary work in Samoa, Fiji, 
and Australia. He is currently the Director of the Divine Word  
Institute of Mission Studies (DWIMS), and concurrently 
Head of Research and Publications, and Professor.

(...continued from page 1: St. Joseph, Patron Saint  
Extraordinaire) best known. His Novena is considered to  
be very powerful and can be invoked for any trouble.  
“No one who calls on him ever calls in vain.” So go to St. 
Joseph when you have a problem. He’s the special patron 
of us all.

It is through three saints -- St. Teresa of Avila, St. Francis  
de Sales, and St. Ignatius of Loyola -- that we owe the 
ever growing devotion to him. It was because these three 
saints, whom we all respect and revere, had such trust and 
faith in him. But it was John Gerson (1363-1429), a French  

mystical writer, who actually urged the need for a Feast 
in honor of St. Joseph. This was eventually approved by  
Sixtus IV, made universal by Gregory XV and now is a  
Solemnity on March 19.

St. Joseph was the most perfect person to be chosen as 
the foster father of Jesus and to become the spouse of 
Mary. Such a divine assignment necessitated holiness that 
will influence the end for which he was selected. Hence, it 
is no wonder that St. Joseph is venerated as the Patron of 
the Universal Church!
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Making History:  Manila Will Host the  
Franciscan General Chapter

Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team 
Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian 
Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, 
      Parish Priest , Friary Procurator
Fr. Percival P. Tayem, OFM - Provincial Procurator, 
      Director of Franciscan Development Office
Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member 
Fr. Robert B. Manansala, OFM - Member and  
      Provincial Delegate to the Poor Clares - Luzon
 
RDIP - PB Editorial Team & General Information 
Teng Jorolan – RDIP Head
Rachelle C. Wenger – Editor-in-Chief
Ramon M. Ong – Asst. Editor
Clarisse Gomez – Asst. Editor
Monica Madrigal – Asst. Editor
Letty Lopez – Asst. Editor
Peachy Maramba – Contributor
Lianne Tiu – Contributor
Conchitina S. Bernardo – Contributor
Popi Pineda – Contributor
Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator
Caren Tordesillas – Art & Design

Santuario de San Antonio Parish 
Tel. nos. 8843-8830 / 31 
Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com 
Website: www.ssaparish.com 
Website email: webi@ssaparish.com 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Rose Galvez – President
Marie Tycangco – Vice President
Teng Jorolan - Secretary

This is history in the making!  Next 
year, the Philippines, Manila, in  
particular, will be hosting more than 
one hundred and fifty Franciscan  
friars who will be coming from all 
corners of the world! They will 
be coming here for the General  
Chapter of the Friars Minor (OFM, 
Franciscans). 

This is the first time in the histo-
ry of the Franciscan Order that the  
Franciscan General Chapter will be 
held in Asia. The General Chapter 
is almost always held in Assisi, Italy, 
with only one previous exception – 
a first time in San Diego, USA. The 
second time will be here in Manila 
which is indeed momentous! It will 
take place here for 28 days, from 2 to 
29 May 2021.

To give a brief background, the  
Franciscan General Chapter is mainly  
the gathering of the heads of the 
Franciscan provinces and custodies  
all over the world. The upcoming  
General Chapter will tackle  
particularly the road map of what  
direction the Franciscan Order will 
take in the new decade, this includes  
the election of the successor of 
St. Francis of Assisi – the Minister  
General -- whose task is to animate 
the entire Franciscan fraternity to live 
the gospel way of life in the spirit of  
St. Francis of Assisi. The General 
Chapter also aims to celebrate the gift  
of universal brotherhood through 
praying together, learning together,  
listening to one another, sharing 
with each other and recreating and  
refreshing together.

Our country’s hosting of the  
Franciscan General Chapter next 
year coincides with our celebration of 
500 years of Christianity here in the 
Philippines. 
 
The Franciscans have greatly  
contributed to the evangelization of 
the Philippines. Since their arrival  

in 1577, they have founded more 
than 200 towns and parishes. They 
have dedicated themselves to the  
establishment of institutions of  
charity, the building of infrastructure  
and making important contributions  
in many other fields such as  
education, literature, and even  
music. At present, our Franciscan 
friars continue to minister in various 
parts of the country in numerous  
parishes, schools, and in special 
ministries such as media apostolate;  
justice, peace, and integrity of  
creation initiatives; hospital  
chaplaincy, and interfaith dialogue.

Truly, 2021 will be a historic 
year not just for the Franciscan  
community but also for the whole 
Catholic community. Hosting the 
Franciscan General Chapter is an 
opportunity for us to show the very 
best of what the Philippines and 
our neighboring Asian countries 
can offer. The diversity of the Asian 
spirit -- its unique art and culture, 
its heritage, history, and its shared 
passion in its cuisine and brand 
of hospitality -- would warm and 
touch the hearts of our Franciscan  
brothers, many for the first time.

In preparation for a successful 
Franciscan General Chapter next 
year, we are currently seeking help 
in raising funds to support these  
activities and projects. The collected  
funds will be used to host the 

150 friars which include board and  
lodging, local trips and other  
logistical support. The funds will be used 
as well for commemorative projects 
and future activities such as the Health 
and Formation Fund of the friars, the  
Evangelization Center and the  
construction of the St. Clare of Assisi 
Church.

If you would like to extend your support,  
you may contact Fr. Reu Galoy or  
Bernadette at (0906) 448-3950 /  
(0999) 150-0696 or send them an e-mail 
at ofm.genchaphil@gmail.com 
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The Franciscan Mission
By Alo Gelano, OFS

“Go, repair my church, which 
as you see, is falling completely 
in ruin,” was the message that 
Francesco Bernardone, better 
known as St. Francis of Assisi  
-- received from the image 
of the Crucified Christ at the  
dilapidated church of San  
Damiano in Umbria, Italy.  

The eyes of Jesus on the cross 
touched Francesco and made 
him realize that the message 
he received indeed came from 
the Lord himself!  And thus,  his  
mission began -- the repair of 
the physical structure of the  
dilapidated San Damiano 
Church and several other 
churches. 

In the course of carrying out this mission -- which 
he did with much fervor -- he began to recognize  
that the mission given him was not just  to  
repair the physical Church. It was to repair 
the true Church – the Body of Christ -- whose  
members are you and I. We are the living stones 
that make up this Church that Christ asked St 
Francis to strengthen and repair for the purpose 
of bringing us closer to the Lord and to help us 
live the Gospel life.

Having a call to mission is not reserved only for 
special people like St. Francis, but also for all 
people who walk on this Earth. Pope Francis 
in his encyclical Evangelii Gaudium states, “My  
mission of being in the heart of the people is not 
just a part of my life or a badge I can take off; it 
is not an ‘extra’ or just another moment in life.  
Instead, it is something I cannot uproot from my 
being without destroying my very self. I am a  
mission on this Earth; that is the reason I am 
here in this world.” (E.G. 273). Thus, everyone 

has a mission. A father has a  
mission  to ensure that his wife and  
family live harmoniously and  
comfortably. A president,  
governor, or any political leader 
has a mission, among others, of 
ensuring that their constituents 
live in peace, harmony, and have 
a thriving economic environment.  

For us, Catholics, especially  
those who embrace the  
Franciscan spirituality, we should 
emulate and live out the mission  
of our Seraphic Father --  
St. Francis. And just like him, 
we should strive to work on the  
repair of the Body of Christ – The 
Church. Though such a mission  
seems daunting for anyone in 

this day and age, we have the examples of not 
only  our Seraphic Father, but also of many  
Franciscans and other Church leaders, to help 
light our way and assist us in building The Church.  

This year, the Catholic Church’s theme is  
Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue. This calls 
us to go out of our normal paths and to share the 
good news of God’s love with all peoples. Going 
out of our comfort zone and listening and having 
a meaningful dialogue with those of other faiths 
would be a step towards building The Church.    

In the end, the Lord will ask each one of us how 
we helped repair The Church - His Body.  Did we 
help our brothers get closer to Him? Did we show 
love to all people, even to those belonging to  
other faiths? Did we love our neighbor, even our 
enemies?  As the Lord has said (Mk 16:15), “Go 
into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to 
every creature.” Indeed, the mission of St. Francis  
is the mission of all of us.  HIS MISSION IS OUR 
MISSION.
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Livelihood Assistance Program
A Home of Hope

By Marie Tycangco

At West Rembo, Makati, there stands a home of hope – 
the St. Francis Friendship Home Livelihood and Spirituality 
Center which is an outreach project of the Santuario de San 
Antonio Parish’s  Social Services and Development Ministry 
Livelihood Assistance Program.

The Friendship Home provides income-generating  
opportunities to mothers living in the area who are not able 
to secure full-time jobs because of family responsibilities. 
The mothers can bring their children to the Center so that 
the former can do their tasks while keeping watch on the 
latter. The Center also provides spiritual formation through 
weekly Catechism classes. 

At the entrance of the Center, a big sign that reads, “Above 
all the grace and the gifts that Christ gives to His beloved 
is that of overcoming self. - St. Francis of Assisi,” welcomes 
the mothers and their children. 

The Friendship Home is a place where each mother regains 
her sense of hope and is empowered knowing that being a 
mother is not exclusive. Mothers are gifted, and,  like others, 
must be given the opportunity to reach their full potential. 
These mothers are the heart of the Friendship Home. 

The Friendship Home has become a second home to 10 
mothers who assist in the following livelihood programs: 
Candle-Making, Canteen, Sari-sari Store, Thrift Shop,  

Urban Gardening, St. Agnes Ladies Dorm, and St. Clare of 
Assisi Housekeeping Services and Job Placement. 

As these mothers build their dreams in this humble abode, 
I hope that each one of them may see Christ’s love unfold 
in the daily blessings they receive as they slowly fulfill their 
dreams and that they be inspired to pay it forward. May the 
children see in their mothers, the selfless love that Mary 
gave her Son, Jesus Christ, and the sacrifices she endured 
for Him. And may the mothers also feel the love of Christ for 
His mother in their children. 

Should you wish to support any of the Livelihood Assistance 
Programs, you may contact the Parish Office at 8843-8830.

Faith and Questions (FAQ)

The  
What and 
Why of  
Abstinence

Illustration by 
Alex Arcenas

The origins of the practice of abstinence go back 
to the Old Testament when the Jews would refuse 
to eat a number of different kinds of food. Later on, 
in the early centuries, the early Christians picked it 
up as a tradition and this is what we have now. At  
present, abstinence means refusal to eat meat. 
Though the Church does not only focus on abstinence  
from eating meat but also abstinence from anything 
that drives us away from God, which, for example, 
could be comfort, laziness, or anger. Regarding the 
age rule for abstinence, it obliges those who are 
14 years old and above, not just until 60 years old, 
but until death. If you have a good excuse not to  
abstain, such as medical reasons, you can substitute  
abstaining with something else which could be  
anything that you usually do that is delightful and  
pleasurable. 
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              CONTINUING  

     CATHOLIC  
   DEVELOPMENT (CCD) 

   Parish Office, Santuario de San Antonio Parish, 
      Forbes Park, Makati City 

 
Enrollment is ongoing for SY August 2020 – May 2021! 

 

We are accepting applicants in the following levels:  
 

RECEPTION:  5 - 6 year olds 
LEVEL 1:    PRE-FIRST COMMUNION: for 6 - 7 year olds  
LEVEL 2:    FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: for 7 - 8 year olds  
LEVEL 3:    8 - 9 year olds 
LEVEL 4:    9 - 10 year olds 
LEVEL 5:    10 - 11 year olds 
LEVEL 6:    PRE-CONFIRMATION: for 11 - 12 year olds  
LEVEL 7:    CONFIRMATION: for 12 - 13 year olds  
Club8+ :    YOUTH GROUP FELLOWSHIP: for 13 – 16 year olds 

  
The Continuing Catholic Development (CCD) is an internationally recognized parochial 
religious education program for children.  In the Philippines, it has been officially 
assigned as a ministry of the Santuario de San Antonio Parish (SSAP) in Forbes Park, 
Makati City.  As such, it is committed to educate its students with the basic teachings 
and fundamental truths of the Church. It also prepares students for the reception of 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation. 
 
CCD is currently offered to children who study in non-Catholic schools that do not  
provide  Catechism  as  part  of  its  curriculum  nor  as  an extra-curricular activity. 
   
For inquiries, please call or visit LEAH AZARCON at the CCD Office:  
Tel.        8843 8834   (Tuesdays to Sundays) 
Email:   ccd.office.ssap@gmail.com         Mobile:  0917 819 3542 

CCD First Holy Communion CCD Confirmation 
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Do you have any questions 
about our CATHOLIC FAITH?  

Email us at ssappb@yahoo.com

Answers will be featured in 
upcoming Parish Bulletin issues.
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