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To all our beloved co-journeyers in life 
and faith!

On behalf of the Pastoral Team 
and the Parish Pastoral Council,  
I wish to greet all of you a  
hope-filled Easter and ardently pray 
for the blessings it brings to you and 
to your loved ones.

Our Parish Lenten Pilgrimage 
came so fast despite the health  
crisis and we are now in the process  
of celebrating the Spirit of Easter even 
if there is an extension of Enhanced Community 
Quarantine. Hopefully, as we look back on what 
we’ve been through with our Parish activities to 
relive the greatest expression of God’s love for 
us -- offering His only begotten Son’s life for our  
Salvation -- we can always capture the irreversible  
imprint of God’s mercy and compassion that 
transforms our human frailty into a living sign of 
God’s infinite and overflowing love. 

As we live the Spirit of Easter in our community,  
I would like to humbly invite each and every 
member of our Parish to take seriously the  
message of Jesus’ resurrection – Easter is God’s 
‘yes’ to all that Jesus preached and taught to His 
followers and God’s ‘no’ to the powers that killed 
Him. 

For Jesus, God was the Central Reality of His 
life and the Kingdom of God was the Center of 
His message. The Kingdom of God was not about 
Heaven -- not about life after death -- but about 
the transformation of life on Earth, as the Lord’s 
Prayer affirms. It is not about “Take us to Heaven 
when we die,” but about “Your Kingdom come 
on Earth” – as already in Heaven. The Kingdom 
of God on Earth was about God’s passion – and 
Jesus’ Passion – for the transformation of “this 
world”: the humanly created world of injustice 
and violence into a world of justice, peace and 
care for Mother Earth. 

In so doing, let us remember  
that Lent allowed us to  
personally and communally  
experience God’s mercy and 
compassion. Easter empowers 
us to share -- even to the extent  
of offering forgiveness and  
reconciliation within our homes, 
workplaces and communities 
-- in order to transform these 
sacred places from being tombs 
of death to being tabernacles 

of life and love. We cannot find Jesus in the 
tomb among the dead because He lives among 
the living -- in our hearts where mercy and  
compassion are truly alive. 

Let me take this opportunity to express my 
humble and profound gratitude to all those 
who participated in our Lenten and Easter 
preparations and activities, especially the PPC 
officers and members, different ministries 
and organizations, and to all our Parish staff 
and employees – dutifully observing physical 
and social distancing. Your tireless endeavor  
joyfully lightens our journey by doing God’s 
will and purpose. 

We are called to live the Spirit of Easter 
because of God’s abiding presence, even in 
the most challenging and difficult situations 
(Covid-19 and food shortage). Trusting in 
God’s compassion and justice; and embracing 
our mission with love and humility will help us 
become sharers of our Savior’s journey to the 
heart of the Father.

HAPPY EASTER TO ALL!!!

Fraternally,

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM
Parish Priest
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PPC President Rose Galvez’ 
Easter Message

Ever since COVID-19 infected  
a lot of people in Wuhan, I 
have been glued to my phone --  
checking texts, Viber, Messenger, 
and Facebook messages. I have  
also been listening to the radio,  
watching tv, and reading the  
newspaper -- you name it! 

There was a great need for me 
to be prepared and to think ahead. 
After all, we have families, friends, 
and communities to take care of 
and protect. My motto was: “To be 
forewarned is to be forearmed!” 

However, things changed much 
too fast! In barely two months, 
the outbreak turned into a global 
pandemic, for which no country 
nor the best minds in the world 
could ever be fully prepared. The 
more I dwelt on the possibilities 
and threats, the more I felt fearful, 
paralyzed and helpless. 

As in all times of adversity, my 
spirit looked to Christ in order to 
give light to this darkness. In so 
doing, my fear turned into faith, 
my paralysis into action and my 
helplessness into hopefulness. 
There is no doubt in my heart that 
Christ will turn this adversity into 
an opportunity that will transform 
us forever. 

Day by day, we are being  
transformed! We are hearing a lot 
of our world leaders --  and heads 
of families, communities, and 
companies -- urging people to turn 
to God in prayer. 

The suspension of public  
celebrations of Masses has paved 
the way for out-of-the-box ideas. 
Online Masses and prayers -- 
during which hundreds of viewers  

can join in -- have been made  
available. 

Some volunteers from our Parish  
organized an Online Live Rosary  
Brigade that enables us to pray all 
the Mysteries of the Rosary with our  
neighbors, while seeing each  
other’s faces and hearing each  
other’s voices, at specified hours of 
the day. 

This lockdown has also given 
our normally ‘busy’ families the  
opportunity to pause together to  
reflect and pray for those in need. 

A big factor to finding the  
solution to this global pandemic 
is for all of us to work together as 
one. The whole world is realizing, 
more than ever, how interconnected 
we all are. There have been a lot of  
heartwarming stories of doctors 
who are working round-the-clock to 
save lives; companies, restaurants 
and people who are giving out food 
and supplies; groups doing online 
prayer vigils; lawyers and mental 
health counselors giving free online 
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consultations; artists performing  
through social media to give  
comfort; youth groups organizing  
fund raisers for people in need. 
The list is endless and it is  
humbling and inspiring!

Let us continue to pray for a cure 
for COVID-19, the protection for all 
front liners, the recovery of those 
suffering from this virus -- help and  
consolation for people who are 
deeply affected --  and mercy for 
the souls of all who have died.  

Let us also use this time to 
reflect upon the true meaning  
of Easter! Just as Christ was 
victorious over death, let us 
also triumph over apathy,  
hopelessness and helplessness. 

The Resurrection of our Lord and 
Savior is our hope that this crisis 
shall pass and that we will be able 
to rise anew as more caring and  
compassionate individuals and as 
a more united loving community 
of God!  

A glorious Easter to you and 
your loved ones!
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Reflection on the  
Gospel Reading  
(5th Friday of Lent: 
John 10: 31-42)
By Fr. Percy Tayem, OFM

This Gospel opens as most of the Jews were picking up 
stones to cast at Jesus. Jesus does not run or hide, rather, He 
turns and confronts them.  He asks them for which of His good 
works were they going to stone Him? After all, He simply is  
doing good works for the Father.  The Jews told Jesus that it 
is not because of His good works that they are going to stone 
Him. It is for blasphemy! They were shocked and angry at His  
ridiculous claim --  that He is the Son of God.

Jesus again tried to explain what He was saying but they 
refused to listen to Him. The Jews had closed their minds 
and their hearts to Jesus. And clearly, they were not open 
to changing their minds -- Jesus had already been tried and  
convicted by them.

We may perhaps ask -- “Was this confrontation truly 
about who Jesus was?” Or did the Jews realize that they were  
losing their power and influence with the people? It was  
evident that Jesus was loved by the people and they wanted  
to be in His company. They traveled great distances to see  
Jesus and hear Him preach or perhaps they hoped that they or 
a loved one would be healed by Jesus. These people wanted to 
see and experience Jesus for themselves.

Each day, the Jews’ fear of Jesus kept escalating. They  
recognized that Jesus’ popularity and power with the people 
continued to grow.They were becoming frightened of Jesus and 
His influence with the people. No matter how much the Jewish 
officials tried to discount Jesus with the people, they would not 
listen to them. Rather, the number of people who gathered to 
listen to Jesus increased every day. After hearing Jesus preach 
and after experiencing who He was, many of these individuals 
decided that they wanted to follow Him. 

Clearly, the Jews were losing their power and influence with 
the people. Precisely because what the people experienced 
from Jesus was Someone who was a TRUE LEADER. As a Leader,  
Jesus led the people closer to God. He did not only respond 
to the material needs of the people but He also helped them  
deepen their faith and trust with the Father. The Gospels show 
that Jesus never deceived nor took advantage nor manipulated 
the people who believed in His words and deeds. It was loud 
and clear that Jesus was very decisive and very consistent. 
Never did His words contradict with His actions. Even when He 
would criticize those officials during His time, He would always 
show an alternative and human way of leading and serving the 
people. As a Leader, He has a clear mission and direction. A 
mission to build the Kingdom of God here on Earth, a Kingdom 
where every people will experience joy, peace of mind and not 
fear and despair, not death but life.

What can we learn from this Gospel?

Three points that we can consider for us to reflect upon:

1. We should not become jealous or angry when people  
appear to have more power or influence than we. When we 
see people doing good deeds, we should not discredit or  
destroy them – but instead -- we should imitate, affirm, and 
support them. We should not consider them as competitors  
but consider them as partners, collaborators, and companions. 
We should rejoice and be glad because we are not alone in our  
endeavor of doing good things especially in helping others and 
transforming this chaotic world into a place according to God’s 
plan.

2. In terms of leadership, let us mirror the very life and  
example of Jesus. In our world, in our country today, especially  
at this critical moment -- when our lives are in danger  
because of COVID-19 -- we need leaders who can guide us to 
see the beauty in every critical situation. A leader who can 
deliver us from anxiety, fear, and even poverty. A leader who 
would serve as a TESTIMONY OF GOODNESS and exemplifying  
examples. A leader whose service is to regard the common 
good over self-interest, a leader who professes charity above 
the demands of justice even in an unjust society. A leader who 
gives more to the less privileged and marginalized  beyond what 
is legally just for them. A leader who is ready to sacrifice oneself 
and step down from one’s comfort zone of wealth and power 
so that others may live in a human and decent living condition.

3. Jesus is not alone in His struggle. He Himself said that the 
Father is in Him and He is with the Father. His Oneness with 
the Father made Him strong amidst rejection, confrontation, 
and even in the Face of Death. Jesus places complete trust in 
the Father. It is not surprising that in everything He does -- He  
always attributes to the Father. On our part, may we take this 
as a lesson not to compromise power over our relationship with 
the Father. May we always recognize the source of our strength 
and courage. Like Jesus, may we never run away or turn our 
backs when we are threatened and confronted -- but instead 
-- let us continue to deliver hope and joy to our brothers and 
sisters and help them deepen their faith and trust in the Lord 
--  as we place all our hope and trust in Him as well. AMEN!
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RANDOM THOUGHTS
VOICES FROM YESTERDAY AND TODAY

The Octave of Easter
By Peachy Maramba

To the Christians, an Octave refers to the eight-day  
celebration or prolongation of a Feast such as Christmas 
or Easter. The origin of observing an eight-day period  
during Eastertide -- starting on Easter Sunday and  
concluding on the following Sunday -- is not known.  
However, we do know that as early as AD 380, it was used 
by the Roman Emperor who declared its teachings as a  
holiday so that the newly baptized could be given further 
instructions in the Mysteries of our Faith. 

But the name itself, the Octave of Easter, really refers 
to that day – the Sunday following the eight-day period. In 
2002, it was officially named Second Sunday of Easter or 
Divine Mercy Sunday or the Feast of Mercy by Pope John 
Paul II. He fulfilled the wish which Jesus revealed to Saint 
Faustina, saying that any Catholic who goes to Confession 
(Sacrament of Penance) then receives the Holy Eucharist on 
this day, will be liberated from any punishment after death.

The Greatest Feast of the Church

The Easter Octave begins on Easter Sunday, which is the 
Feast that commemorates the triumph of God over sin,  
suffering and death. It is considered the First Day of the 
Easter Octave and is followed by six days called “days  
within the octave.” The eighth day or Octave Day is kept 
with the greater solemnity than the rest. The Easter Octave 
gives us time to impress upon ourselves the mysteries, joys, 
and graces of Easter Sunday which is considered as the 
greatest Feast of the Church.   

On each day of the Octave, the Liturgy dwells on the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ and our own resurrection 
through the Sacrament of Baptism. We need to proclaim 
the greatness and uniqueness of the Octave of Easter. Since 
the Resurrection was the most significant event of the life 
of our Lord – Who, by this means, made His divinity known 
to the world -- Easter Sunday is the highest Sunday and 
Easter week is the Greatest Week of the entire year of the 
Church. No other feast is celebrated this week.

Six Days Within the Octave

From Monday to Saturday on Easter Week or six days 
within the Octave, we will hear the Resurrection narratives 
from the Gospel which talk about how for three days after  
Jesus had been buried, He appears to Mary Magdalene,  
Peter, John, and His other disciples. 

First, we see how Jesus made many appearances to 
these people on different occasions. Second, we see how 
the apostles especially Peter and John are suddenly and 
profoundly transformed with their faith renewed. Third, 
we see how the apostles remained steadfast in their  
testimony through all circumstances despite threat of  
persecution and death. During these crucial eight days 
from Easter, the Gospel Readings focus on the appropriate 
appearances of the Risen Christ.

Jesus always takes the initiative to reveal Himself to us. 
We need the eyes of faith to recognize Jesus as Lord in our 
day-to-day activities. Our awareness of His abiding presence  
in our lives helps us to face life with joy and gratitude.

Go into the whole world and proclaim the good news 
to every creature! We are joyful witnesses of Jesus’  
Resurrection. Thus, we are given Easter in eight days to 
slowly take in the marvels that God has done. Baptism -- 
according to St. Paul -- is also a Resurrection, a rising from 
the death, from sin to life.

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24)
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Editor’s Easter Message 2020
By Rachelle C. Wenger

What do I say or impart that has not yet been said?  
With the overflooding of memes, quotes, tik toks 
and even inspirational messages -- and whatever else  
people can think of to lull away the time -- do I need 
to add to the already over- or understimulated minds 
when it’s supposed to be a quiet time with the COVID-19  
lockdown?

I guess this is what I should be writing about. The 
lockdown is supposed to be a time of reflection,  
self-examination, repentance, deepening of our faith, 
holding on to hope, new ideas, bonding with family,  
time for those times we complained we didn’t have 
time for and healing of the World. But have we spent it  

the lessons.
But it is Easter Sunday, and the whole message is on 

Resurrection -- new beginnings, forgiven recompenses 
and the love that’s unconditional.  Just like how Jesus 
showed to us all. Just how God gave His most belov-
ed Son to save all of us. I cannot think of a greater and 
more sacrificial love. A love that is so encompassing -- it 
hurts -- yet still gives what is most Sacred for the other.

In this issue, Fr. Reu, our beloved Parish Priest,  
inspires us with that message that it is the Kingdom 
of Heaven here on Earth that we need to work for. We 
have a role to continue on with what Jesus has started.  
Jesus did not have a Plan B, He is counting on us – let’s 
overcome differences and not disappoint.  

Fr. Percy’s reflection on the Gospel of John is one 
of my favorites -- envy was the cause of the Jews  
murdering Jesus – and how we should all work as a 
team and be happy to work together to strengthen the 
Kingdom here. With envy and factions, we contribute 
to the chaos and the Cross Jesus has to bear. We each 

appropriately or 4 weeks at home in pajamas 
and are we still the same persons as before this 
global crisis announced itself?

These 4 weeks have shown us the best 
and the worst of people. The best in terms of  
hardwork and solidarity; the worst in terms of  
ego and pride. Even charity work became  
politicized. When one gives, one gives regardless 
to whom, as long as it’s always from the heart. It 
should never be questioned or reprimanded. We 
don’t discriminate whom to give but we give to 
whoever is in need. Clearly, we have yet to learn 

have something to bring to the table; be confident on 
what you offer as long as it is with genuine love and not 
of division.

The emotional and intimate sharing of Vanessa  
Ledesma with regards to her brother and dying alone 
and how we should see Salvation instead and life’s  
purpose accomplished. 

PPC President Rose Galvez’ Easter message of hope 
that as we all experience this trying time, we will rise 
back more caring and compassionate and a more  
united community.  

Peachy Maramba’s very informative article on Easter  
Octave with that important message of forgiveness 

should we partake in the Sacrament of Confession and 
receive the Holy Eucharist on Divine Mercy Sunday.

Popi Pineda’s own sharing on Pope Francis’ Urbi et 
Orbi and how it reminded him to not be afraid for the 
Lord is in control.

Our Parish Bulletin team gifts you with the new layout 
this Easter. Our team composed of shining stars – Tito 
Monet Ong, Letty Lopez, Clar Gomez, Mica Madrigal,  
and our tireless art designer, Caren Tordesillas -- bring 
you good news week after week, lockdown or not, 
our own little way of spreading Light and hopefully  
bringing you all closer to your missions and closer to 
our Almighty.  That has always been the goal, to glorify 
Him in everything we do.

We will rise above this COVID-19 trial exactly like the 
promise of Resurrection and Easter. We are the Easter 
people and God will always see us through.

A most memorable and happy Easter to all!
Enjoy the issue!
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Pope Francis’ Urbi et Orbi
By Popi Pineda

In taking on the task of writing this article, I had to  
reflect on what the blessing was telling me. Then 
I came across a tidbit from an old article that I had 
turned in -- which I directly quoted our Holy Father:

“Please pray for me.”
 That night, approximately 7 billion people from all 

corners of the Earth were tuned in either on their TV 
screens, laptops, iPads, or any other gadget that can 
be used to stream. That night, that plea came true.  
Our pontiff has always asked us to pray for him. 

But what if we prayed WITH him?
What if we were praying for one thing altogether?  

Because for that one hour, we all just let go of who we 
are and just thought of ourselves as common humans 
--  united as one to pray for the world. Truth be told, 
that’s exactly what happened. We weren’t thinking of 
ourselves. We were thinking of the world during this 
extraordinary Urbi et Orbi.

Throughout the blessing, these words appeared  
several times. Each time it did, it struck different 
chords on my heartstrings.

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?”
 Two of my favorite songs share these very words,  

except it wasn’t in the form of a question. It was a  
declaration, a message from God himself:

“Do not be afraid. Have faith.”
The first article I wrote for the Parish Bulletin was  

entitled, quite aptly, “Voices of Faith.” And I had to 
verbalize an encounter that made me realize the true 
depth of my faith.

When those words appeared, I began thinking.  
Do other people share the same depth and  
amount of faith I do? Or was I myself lacking? Then 
I realized my faith was intact when I found myself  
kneeling during the exposition of the Blessed  
Sacrament.

“We adore you.” “We believe in you.” “Deliver us.” 
“Save us.” “Comfort us.” “Grant us your spirit.” “Open 
us to hope.”

 These were the responses during the Litany of  
Supplication. Honestly, these are all different ways of 
affirming our faith in God.

 This was what the Urbi et Orbi hour with the Pope 
and the whole world was trying to tell me all this time.

“I am here.”
I felt God used this prayer time to speak to us. 

We were all praying for the world: He listened then  
answered.

 “Do not be afraid.”
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This was my personal sharing  
with my family and close friends upon 
listening to the Palm Sunday homily  
of Cardinal Tagle at the Pontificio  
Collegio Filippino in Rome, Italy. 

Upon the request of the Parish 
Bulletin, I am humbly sharing this with 
our Church community. 

I particularly liked Cardinal  
Tagle’s reflection on all those who 
died because of COVID-19. Many of 
them died alone, which must have 
been a very humbling and (most  
probably) awful experience. I am sure 
that those who passed away felt that 
they did not deserve to die in such a 
manner -- especially without their 
families by their side. And I am sure 
that their families also felt that their 
deceased did not deserve to die by 
themselves. 

What makes it even more painful 
is that the family cannot even have a 
Ceremony to celebrate the life of their 
departed loved one. 

Cardinal Tagle likened it to how  
Jesus died on the cross. He died alone. 
He died awfully. He was scorned by 
His own people. Jesus did not deserve 
a death like that. 

I couldn’t help but reflect upon 
my own brother’s death. My brother, 

Enzo, died alone. He felt emotionally 
alone because his very own wife was 
against him and he was physically 
alone because none of us from the 
family was with him when he died. 
Enzo died a humble and truly awful 
death. He was a professional race car 
driver and he was driving a truck that 
was transporting his own race car. 
And while he was driving the truck 
back to the racetrack, he was shot 
multiple times and died inside that 
humble truck. 

I love how Cardinal Tagle taught 
me to focus on salvation. To focus 
on the meaning of the lives of those 
who have died. To focus on what 
those people had contributed to their  
communities and to society, their 
purpose here on this Earth. 

And just like Jesus, just like Enzo, 
if we focus on what their mission  
was on Earth -- then the manner on 
which they died -- humbly, awfully,  
alone -- suddenly, is not the main  
focus. But rather the focus is on  
their mission here on Earth and how 
they were able to accomplish that 
mission.  

Moreover, I love how Cardinal  
Tagle said that they actually did not 
die alone. Because the very second  

that the souls of the people who  
died alone left this world, they are 
the ones whom Jesus was especially  
awaiting for on the other side -- to hold 
their hands and to lead them to eternal 
life.  

Isn’t that beautiful? Knowing that 
Jesus is there to congratulate them for 
finishing their mission here on Earth 
and reward them with life everlasting.  
Therefore, they do not die alone.

Dying Humbly Alone
By Vanessa Pastor-Ledesma
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Illustration by Alex Arcenas

The TRUTH about Easter Eggs. 
Are they really pagan? Easter eggs are a traditional part 

of modern Easter Celebrations but their origins are shrouded  
in history -- raising questions about their use in Christian  
celebrations. There is worry that they are symbols of paganism. 

Is this true? 

The good news is that the Easter egg in Christian tradition 
has nothing to do with ancient pagan practices. The Easter egg 
-- as a symbol of Easter -- dates back to Medieval Europe and the 
Lenten practices of that time. 

In Medieval Europe, the people of the lower classes would 
tend small herds or flocks of animals such as chickens so that 
they could support themselves. The meat and eggs of the  
chickens often served as the primary source of protein for 
these people. Lenten observations in the Medieval Period were  
stricter than they are today. People refrained, specifically,  from 
all meat and dairy products during the entire 40 days of Lent 
which included eggs. As a result, many eggs were hatched  
during the early part of the season. Towards the end of Lent, 

however, eggs could be harvested and hard-boiled to preserve 
them long enough to keep until Easter. 

On Easter Sunday, Lenten fasts would be broken and the 
most common treat was usually an egg. As a result, the egg  
became a prominent symbol of the Easter season for the  
people. 

Raising Kind Kids
By Ria Campos

When I became a mom, I thought that being pregnant was the 
hardest part. I was totally wrong! I know now, deep down, that 
being a parent is a lifelong commitment. 

Looking at my two boys every day, I know that I want them 
to grow up to be kind, responsible, and God-fearing men. But 
sometimes, I do not know how to get there. We need strategies 
and support tools on how to be good parents. We want to raise 
good kids and the challenge here is how to be good examples 
and good role models for them. 

What is Positive Parenting? 

It is from Positive Psychology -- a fairly new field -- which 
focuses on happiness and resilience. Positive Psychology 
has many discussions on effective parenting. It tells us that  
Positive Parenting is the continual relationship of a parent and 
child that includes caring, teaching, leading, communicating,  
and providing for the needs of a child consistently and  
unconditionally. More research brings us to the point that  
practicing this -- we still need to set limits, rules, and discipline 
-- with firmness but also with kindness. 

Even though our children are a part of us, they are also their 
own individual beings. We need to respect and love them for 
their unique selves. Our feelings and thoughts are not theirs.  
Sometimes when they experience a negative emotion, we, as 
parents say “that’s ok” or we tell them to brush it off  because 
we do not want them to feel upset. However, in doing this, we 
miss the chance to connect with them and work with them 
through their feelings.  

In order to raise kind kids, we need to show kindness to 
them as well. We do not have to tell our children to be kind 
if they experience kindness from us and they see us showing  
kindness to others as well. Actions always speak louder than 
words.
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“I came up with the Community Quarantine Bingo as a fun and 
cheeky way to reflect the reality of how a lot of us are coping  
with the COVID-19 situation. While the world outside of  
quarantine may be bleak and dreary, we shouldn’t forget life’s 
simple joys, the power of prayer, and helping out in whatever 
way we can.”

You can see more of Reg Silva’s work on Instagram and  
Facebook @regsilvadotcom and on her website at regsilva.com
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