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Finding God’s Will  
amidst Uncertainty

By Donnie Tantoco

Parish Bulletin

On one hand, COVID- 19 is a human tragedy  
of unprecedented proportions. From only 41 
people infected when the pandemic was first  
reported in Wuhan, China -- within 5 months 
-- 2.5 million people have been infected and 
170,436 deaths across 210 countries! This is a 
battle wherein the only warriors that can help 
save lives are our health care workers. The  
enemy is invisible  
and it could be 
mutating; so in a 
way, our warriors  
are fighting a  
disease that they 
do not have all  
the know-how,  
p r o t e c t i v e  
equipment, and 
medicines to  
prevent more  
deaths. However,  
they are heroically risking their lives -- many times 
at the expense of their own -- and their sacrifices  
are paying off in more ways than one. More 
and more are recovering. However, the larger  
problem remains.

On the other hand, COVID-19 has also had 
and will have one of the most severe impacts 
on our economy. Many are already affected  
including and especially the urban poor. 

Some are using the forced quarantine to build 
much closer relationships with their loved ones. 
Others are also discovering how to be alone with 
themselves. For many, this is a time of reset;  
including resetting our values and our priorities. 
We can also see the effects of Mother Earth -- 
that has been seriously ill for a very long time 
-- beginning to heal. Amidst this crisis, there is 
still so much to be grateful for. Every crisis also 

has opportunities. Many are weathering the  
present, while also anticipating and preparing 
for the opportunities that follow from a crisis.

Still there are many, perhaps too many; 
that are directly affected. Consciously and 
subconsciously, many are fearful and suffering  
from anxiety. We are all trying to show  
fortitude but perhaps some of us are not as 

strong and as con-
fident as we try to 
be. 

Our response 
has been to  
control what we 
can. And yet, 
in perhaps the  
human lives  
crisis, and Black 
Swan we are 
in; we find  
ourselves, the  

unknowns are much greater than the knowns. 
There is a great deal of uncertainty.

Perhaps this crisis is a time of really  
surrendering to God. It is a time of  
approaching Our Lord and entrusting to Him 
everything including all these seemingly  
life-threatening possibilities that we can’t  
control. We handle with diligence and courage 
what we can control, but we entrust the rest 
to God and in a way, accept the result as His 
WILL. We approach Him and we tell Him: Lord, 
I surrender to You and make You the Lord and 
Sovereign of my life, my family, my business, 
everything. I only ask that You use me mightily 
for Your Glory.

A crisis is an opportunity. We can just 
weather it, and endure it and essentially be 
the same person that we (cont’d on page 3...) 
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PARISH BULLETIN

2

Last week I attended a baptism in Cavinti. I passed by 
Pagsanjan, Laguna where I saw old Spanish-inspired 
houses still standing.  Enthralled by the Spanish period’s 
architecture -- I alighted from the car -- and walked two 
blocks down the main road -- to photograph the stone 
houses. Photographing houses, I noticed some still  
occupied, others cared for but empty and there were 
those surrounded by weeds and devoid of occupants.  
Fixing my hair bun, I felt for my gold tambourine earrings.  
One was missing. As we were trying to find it, I prayed 
to St. Anthony: “Help me find my earrings, please.” For  
almost 30 minutes we tried, I was about to give up  
looking and leave for Manila.

It so happened that young Lt. Colonel Bob Bacarro  
from Paniqui, Tarlac and a Medal of Valor recipient was 
returning to his Brigade in Cavinti, Laguna when he 
saw me by the sidewalk. Our trip back to Manila was  
delayed a bit. I hadn’t seen him since 1998 and it was a  
heartwarming “by the road” reunion. As our  
conversation went on, Harold, my driver, spotted the  

keep his reputation.  My grandchild had to be impressed.  
The next day, Liaa called and said that Martina’s bag had 
been found.   But I know that finding her bag was a gift 
from Heaven.

In our family, when anyone loses anything, we pray 
to this Augustinian-turned-Franciscan monk from Lisbon, 
Portugal.  Our prayers are pleas for temporal goods in 
our earthly life but we’re aware that only the Heavenly  
Father knows what we really need in the temporal order.  
Nevertheless if we don’t ask, how are we to receive?

There are so many heartwarming stories about  
hard-to-explain phenomena. If you watch the TV channel  
Animal Planet, you’ll wonder why our dog, Wally, a  
whippet imported from Australia, strayed out of the 
house with our tiny terrier. We never saw either again 
so we presumed they had been stolen. Two months later  
we found Wally outside the gate of our house with 
wounds on his body. We were overjoyed at seeing Wally, 
our playful and kind dog who must have been whipped 
by his handler. But how did Wally find his way back to  

earring in the canal under the iron 
grills! 

Our companion, Mike, had  
screwdrivers and twisted some screws 
from the iron grills loose but the  
majority were bolted so tightly, our  
efforts proved futile. Lt. Col. Bacarro  
said he had a wire he would fashion  
into a hook; then his men found 
and scraped a bamboo stick thin 
with a pocketknife. Soon, we had an  
improvised “fishing rod” and inserted 
the hook into the narrow openings of 
the grills. Twice the enlisted men failed 
but on the third try, while we cheered them on, the  
earring was raised gingerly through the grills. Just finding 
it was a miracle and for sure it was through St. Anthony’s 
intercession!

St. Anthony is called the patron saint of miracles and 
lost things.  Well, wouldn’t you be devoted to him?  

In every circumstance of my life, St. Anthony has 
been my confidant.  Just last week, when my grandchild  
Martina lost her school bag, her Mommy Liaa advised 
Martina, “Let’s call Wawa to help us. She’s malakas with 
St. Anthony.” I really prayed hard. This great saint had to 

our house when the only time he left was when he was 
missing?  We will never know, but he certainly knew 
where to go.

Certain things happen which sometimes even science  
cannot explain. Yet every time we experience such  
phenomena we ask “Why?” “How” and “For what  
reason?” Often we find no answer to these questions.  
There may be no scientific explanations to the miracles 
performed by St. Anthony for me. Maybe the explanation  
is not important. What matters is my faith, and that I  
continue to believe in his miracles!
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During times of crisis, it is our moral  
duty to help others. The blessings 
we’ve received from God are meant to 
be shared; which is why -- through my  
social enterprise Bid for the Future 
(BFF) -- I decided to raise funds for the  
construction of temporary Emergency 
Quarantine Facilities (EQFs) throughout  
the country. These EQFs are meant 
to house COVID-19 Patients Under  
Investigation (PUIs) in the hopes of  
stemming the overflow of patients in our 
hospitals, and thus protect our health 
workers. 

The sale of art is truly an effective 
method to fundraise. It allows people 
to unite under a cause, and as such, I’ve  
utilized it to raise funds to support various 
causes in the past. 

Late last year, I was able to collect over 
100,000 pesos through direct donations 
in less than 3 weeks for Escuela Taller 
-- a training center for underprivileged 
youths, based in Intramuros -- to support 
their heritage conservation work. Earlier  
this year, my organization was able to 
raise P7.75M for the Kythe Foundation 
and their young cancer patients through 
a live auction of Justin Nuyda’s works. 
More recently, four pieces in an online  
exhibition -- sale of Aldron Anchinges’ 

works -- for the Philippine General  
Hospital Pediatric Hematology-Oncology  
Clinic have been sold.

Owing to the imperative for social  
distancing, I decided to organize more 
online exhibitions to collect funds  
virtually. Together with abstract artist  
Kenneth Montegrande, I presented 
a collection titled ‘Healing Spaces,’ 
which is composed of works that depict  
horizons with light shining through dark 
clouds, symbolizing the struggles and 
hopes of society today. 

Of course, there is only a limited 
number of Kenneth’s works available for 
sale, so in order to ensure that a wid-

er community can be involved in assisting  
our frontliners, I’ve also created an  
interactive donation platform called ‘BFF 
vs COVID-19,’ where you can ‘isolate’ cells, 
with the amount donated determined by 
the number of cells selected. My dad says it  
reminds him of ‘Space Invaders’!

Despite the uncertainty around us, NOW 
is the time for us to come together. I would 
therefore like to invite all of you to support 
my mission of spreading God’s love and share 
our blessings with our less fortunate brothers 
and sisters by visiting our online exhibition. 

(...cont. from p. 1: Finding God’s Will 
dmidst Uncertainty) are already today. Or 
we can see the opportunity to allow God 
to transform us. So at the end of the crisis 
we will be closer to the kind of person God 
designed us to be. We will have a much 
deeper understanding of our calling. And 
with enthusiasm (and with much less ego 
and attachments) understand, embrace, 
pursue and fulfill that calling.

God does not always speak to us in 
voices. Hence, I believe we must read the 
Bible, meditate on it DAILY, in order to  
allow Him to speak to us in verses.

This is His verse I heard during one of 
my meditations. It comes from Roman 
12:2

“Do not conform to the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed by the  
renewing of your mind. Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will 
is -- His good, pleasing and perfect will.”

During this quarantine perhaps we 
can be more self-aware of how our 
thoughts, attitudes and thus actions  
and lifestyles are driven by what is 
in conformance to the world. What  
attachments do we have that are  
superfluous? They are blocking us from 
God, and they are cluttering our lives. 
We can also welcome God into our 
minds and hearts, then ask Him to renew 
us. Everything starts with our thoughts. 
Then what will follow is a transformed 
life that is meaningful and fruitful  
because it is good, pleasing and aligned 
with God’s perfect will.

Our response is thus to control what 
we can. And really include Our Lord!
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SANTUARIO DE SAN ANTONIO  
PARISH would like to extend its 
HEARTFELT THANKS to all its  
DONORS. 

THANK YOU for your constant prayers and assistance for 
all those affected by COVID-19, most especially our frontliners 
and communities who are in dire need.

THANK YOU for your kindness, compassion and generosity 
in this time of crisis. 

To date, we have already given out 500 COVID-Ligtas Kits 
and 500 Manna Food Bags, over a thousand grocery bags and 
over a hundred sacks of rice to the poor communities being  
supported by the Parishes in the Vicariate of Guadalupe,  
Franciscan parishes and some poor parishes in Manila, Payatas  
and Polillo Group of Islands. The Parish has also given N95 
masks and gallons of alcohol to Philippine General Hospital 
and Rizal Medical Center. Food packs were likewise given to 
the frontliners and staff of East Avenue Medical Center.

Many more poor Parishes and communities are knocking 
on our doors, desperately relying on our Parish to come to 
their aid during this unprecedented crisis.

As a SSAP community, let us continue to unite ourselves 
in sustaining our campaign to FEED IMPOVERISHED FAMILIES. 
Your cash donations will be used to purchase grocery bags to 
feed the poor communities. For P700/bag, we can help save 
a family from hunger. You can also donate for the NEEDS OF 
THE FRONTLINERS. 

Let us make our days more meaningful during this  
lockdown. Join us in filling empty stomachs, lightening hearts, 
and saving lives. 

As we fulfill our mission, let us also continue to pray for 
our dear brothers and sisters in Christ, our country and the 
whole world. 

Thank you, take care and God bless!
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Beneficiaries  
(as of April 21, 2020):

COVID-Ligtas Kits and Manna Food Bags 
St. John Mary Vianney Parish 
Mary Mirror of Justice Parish 
Sta. Teresita Parish 
Mater Dolorosa Parish 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Food Bags
Sta. Clara Parish 
San Jose Ang Tagapagtanggol Parish 
Kapanata Inserted Community 
Santuario de San Pedro Bautista 
Our Lady of the Abandoned Parish Church
St. Anthony Shrine 
St. John of the Cross Parish
San Isidro Labrador Parish 
Puso ng Ama Foundation 

Sacks of Rice
Sta. Clara Parish 
Ina ng Lupang Pangako Parish 
Polillo Group of Islands 
Jesus of Nazareth Parish 
Puso ng Ama Foundation

Medical Supplies
Philippine General Hospital 
Rizal Medical Center
East Avenue Medical Center 

Food Packs
East Avenue Medical Center
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PGH Hospital Ministry
By Katrina Pacheco

PARISH MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT

The PGH has been around since 1910, but our ministry started  
only 30 years ago. I was elected as Head of the PGH Hospital  
Ministry in 2019 . Our team is a blend of youth and adults 
-- Popi Pineda as Co-Chair -- Ella Tan, Vince Pacheco, Peter Soo, 
Inday Canoy, and Pon Chan. Being new, I am ably guided by Fr. 
Reu Galoy and Tita Marrot Moreno. 

PGH Ministry’s foremost activity is identifying the children 
in Pedia Wards 9 and 11 who have good prognosis and those 
who are in need of medicines. The referrals come from the  
resident doctors and most of the medicines we buy come from the 
PGH Pharmacy.  Our social worker, Nimfa Dumago, assists in the  
processing, so that our weekly Thursday visits of giving  
medicines can be fulfilled. 

In addition to this -- we have our year-round activities --  
such as doing Visita Iglesia during Holy Week, Flores de Mayo in 
May, Home Visits, and Pasyalan. The activity that we and the  
children most look forward to every year is our Christmas 
gift-giving wherein the members distribute toys, Noche Buena  

packages and food. We also have a small program with games 
and we sing carols for the patients, visitors and hospital staff. 

The Ministry is evolving to include other outlets in helping,  
such as Home for the Aged and Home for the Abandoned  
Children. Every time our members and I visit PGH -- we  always 
feel fulfilled and blessed that we are able to spend time with 
the children -- not just to give medicines but to bring spiritual  
upliftment as well. In fact even during this COVID-19 ECQ, the 
Ministry still helped by donating N95 masks and alcohol to our 
PGH frontliners.

Heal the Hunger
By Katya Zobel de Ayala

I think we all agree that the Corona Virus  
(COVID- 19) has become, without doubt, 
the most devastating pandemic in recent  
history. Nobody has been spared. Each  
country is facing its own unique challenges. 
In the Philippines -- as a result of the rapid 
spread of the virus -- a complete lockdown 
was enforced in Metro Manila and nearby 
provinces affecting about 20 million people, 
40 or 50 per cent of whom are very poor and 
depend largely on daily wages. 

At the time of our fundraiser, our targets 
were on their second week of no work and 
had no money for food.

Heal the Hunger is a project my siblings 
and I started around two weeks ago to 

the supermarkets which were closest to the 
poor communities. A 1,000-peso voucher 
can buy food for a family of 5 for one week. 
The vouchers were then distributed by 
priests in more than 650 parishes in Manila.

My siblings and I were able to earn 
around $6,153 US dollars which is around 
310,000 Philippine pesos. It felt modest  
compared to the total amount raised by  
others but we were so happy to be able to 
help around 300 families or around 2,100 
individuals. 

Overall, the Philippine Disaster Relief 
Foundation (pdrf.org) was able to raise a  
total of 1.7 billion pesos in three weeks 
which is about 35 million US dollars! 

help raise money for the poorest communities affected by the  
COVID-19 crisis lockdown.

Heal the Hunger joined other fundraising groups and 
worked with the Philippine Disaster Relief Foundation  
(pdrf.org) to then find different channels of distribution for the 
food. Their main partner is Caritas. The funds were used to 
purchase gift vouchers of Php1,000 (about 20 US dollars) from 

That project helped 1.5 million families or about 7.5 million  
individuals at the most critical time.

I hope we can all help more people suffering during this  
crisis! 

Thank you for reading and taking time to know about our  
initiative!
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He prays best who does not 
know that he is praying. 

- St. Anthony  
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