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This month of May, our Holy Father encourages the faithful to pray the Rosary at home. 
Especially in this time of pandemic, we are given the opportunity to rediscover the beauty 
of the Rosary and to deepen our relationship with Mary. Pope Francis also provides us with 
two additional prayers that can be recited at the end of the Rosary prayer.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with  
particular intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional 
in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the family. The restrictions of the  
pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also 
from a spiritual point of view.

For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying  
the Rosary at home in the month of May. This can be done either as a group or  
individually; you can decide according to your own situations, making the most of 
both opportunities. The key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the 
internet to find good models of prayers to follow.

I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the  
Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of 
you. I include them with this letter so that they are available to everyone.

Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our 
Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome 
this time of trial. I keep all of you in my prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, 
and I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great affection I send you 
my blessing.

Pope Francis
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist

(continued on page 2...)
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(...continued from page 1: Letter of His 
Holiness Pope Francis) It is in Giving that We Receive

By Butch Meily
Anytime you look out the window, you see an  

entirely new world compared to  just weeks ago. There 
are no cars, no joggers, no people walking their dogs.  
Birds fly freely in greater numbers. Over everything 
hangs a strange quiet. Welcome to the COVID-19  
scenario! It offers new challenges but the Christian 
mission to help others remains unchanged. 

I head the Philippine Disaster Resilience Foundation  
(PDRF) which is co-chaired by Cardinal Luis Tagle, 
Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala (JAZA) and Manuel 
V. Pangilinan (MVP). PDRF was started right after  
Ondoy flooded much of our city in 2009 -- and it brings 
together many of the country’s biggest companies  
-- even those that compete with each other  
commercially. After Ondoy, we also assisted in  
Yolanda, Marawi and most national emergencies. 
Since October 31 of last year, PDRF has responded 
to three earthquakes, two typhoons, one volcanic  
eruption and now the COVID-19 crisis. 

Our biggest initiative has been Ugnayan which was 
led by JAZA and his brother Fernando. They raised 
P1.6 billion to feed the poor. Through Caritas and  
Fr. Anton Pascual, we gave P1,000 grocery certificates 
to almost seven million people in the poorest parishes  
in Metro Manila and its surrounding provinces.  
ABS-CBN and Asian Development Bank (ADB) also  
participated in Ugnayan. The program ended Easter 
Sunday and it truly felt like a rebirth of Christ in us.
What moved me most was seeing the priests --  
wearing masks -- bravely giving these precious  
certificates to the hungry from the slum areas and 
even those informal settlers living inside the North 
Cemetery. During what would have been the Easter 
Vigil, I helped the wife of the driver of a friend of mine 
give birth at Lourdes Hospital because she was turned 
away from others. That, too, brought home -- to me, 
my friend and the new parents --  a new and very real 
Easter! 

We have other programs like Kaagapay where 
we raise funds to buy PPEs (Personal Protective  
Equipment) to protect our health care professionals, 
ventilators, and test kits. Task Force T3 (Test, Trace, 
Treat)  is made up of the Department of Health, ADB,  
Unilab, Ayala Health, Metro Pacific Hospitals (MPIC), 

Red Cross and others. Our goal is to increase the  
number of PCR COVID tests in order to provide  
accurate data -- so that the government can make a 
decision -- on when it’s safe to reopen the economy. 
My boss, MVP, committed to ramp up testing at his 
group of hospitals to 10,000 per day. 

PDRF member companies supplied buses for the 
Army to transport health workers,  as well as aircrafts 
to deliver medical supplies and ferry nurses to Manila.  
With the help of UPS and other companies, we  

delivered food from Jollibee, McDonald’s, Coke, Pepsi, 
and Unilever to various hospitals. Last but not least, 
AirBnb provides housing for exhausted health care 
workers.

What we are doing here has become a model for 
the rest of the world and PDRF provides COVID-19 
support to 12 countries through a UN initiative.  
People ask why I risk going to hospitals to deliver  
PPEs or venture into Marawi, or to Zamboanga  
during the siege -- when I drove around with Mayor  
Beng Climaco to visit wounded soldiers -- or to  
Tacloban four days after Super Typhoon Yolanda 
when hungry people roamed the streets. I can only  
answer that I believe we are here on earth to do 
God’s work.  I think of the Prayer of St. Francis, “Lord, 
make me an instrument of Your Peace; where there is  
hatred, let me sow love… For it is in giving that we  
receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it 
is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life.”

First Prayer
 
O Mary,

You shine continuously on our  
    journey
as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health    
    of the Sick,
who, at the foot of the cross,
were united with Jesus’ suffering,
and persevered in your faith.

“Protectress of the Roman people”,
you know our needs,
and we know that you will provide,
so that, as at Cana in Galilee,
joy and celebration may return
after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform ourselves to the will of  
    the Father
and to do what Jesus tells us.
For He took upon Himself our  
    suffering,
and burdened Himself with our  
    sorrows
to bring us, through the cross,
to the joy of the Resurrection.
Amen.

We fly to your protection,
O Holy Mother of God;
Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities,
but deliver us always
from every danger,
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.
 
Second Prayer
 
“We fly to your protection, O Holy 
Mother of God”.

In the present tragic situation, when 
the whole world is prey to suffering 
and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother 
of God and our Mother, and seek 
refuge under your protection.

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful  
eyes towards us amid this  
coronavirus pandemic. Comfort 
those who are distraught and 
mourn their loved ones who have 
died, and at times are buried in a 
way that grieves them deeply. Be 
close to those who are concerned 

for their loved ones who are sick 
and who, in order to prevent the 
spread of the disease, cannot 
be close to them. Fill with hope 
those who are troubled by the  
uncertainty of the future and the 
consequences for the economy 
and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, 
pray for us to God, the Father of 
mercies, that this great suffering 
may end and that hope and peace 
may dawn anew. Plead with your 
divine Son, as you did at Cana, 
so that the families of the sick 
and the victims be comforted, 
and their hearts be opened to  
confidence and trust.

Protect those doctors, nurses, 
health workers and volunteers 
who are on the frontline of this 

emergency, and are risking their lives 
to save others. Support their heroic  
effort and grant them strength,  
generosity and continued health.

Be close to those who assist the sick 
night and day, and to priests who, in 
their pastoral concern and fidelity 
to the Gospel, are trying to help and  
support everyone.

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of 
men and women engaged in scientific 
research, that they may find effective 
solutions to overcome this virus.

Support national leaders, that with 
wisdom, solicitude and generosity 
they may come to the aid of those 
lacking the basic necessities of life and 
may devise social and economic solu-
tions inspired by farsightedness and 
solidarity.

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, 
so that the enormous funds invested 
in developing and stockpiling arms 
will instead be spent on promoting 
effective research on how to prevent 
similar tragedies from occurring in the 
future.

Beloved Mother, help us realize that 
we are all members of one great  
family and to recognize the bond 
that unites us, so that, in a spirit of  
fraternity and solidarity, we can help 
to alleviate countless situations of 
poverty and need. Make us strong in 
faith, persevering in service, constant 
in prayer.

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, 
embrace all your children in distress 
and pray that God will stretch out His 
all-powerful hand and free us from 
this terrible pandemic, so that life can 
serenely resume its normal course.
To you, who shine on our journey as 
a sign of salvation and hope, do we  
entrust ourselves, O Clement, O  
Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.
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Honoring Mama Mary in the Month of May
By Caron Macasaet

The Flores de Mayo is a festival held 
in the Philippines every May to honor  
the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a  
devotion that is observed the  
entire month through offerings of 
prayers and flowers, ending with the  
Santacruzan. The Santacruzan is 
a pageant that honors the finding 
of the True Cross by St. Helena of  
Constantinople (“Reyna Helena”) 
and Constantine the Great.

Back when I was young, my Mama 
would ask us to wear our nice dresses  
and go to the village hall to pray 
the Holy Rosary and offer flowers  
to Mama Mary during the Month of 
May. In Santuario de San Antonio,  
it is the same tradition that the  
children offer Mama Mary flowers 
at the end of the 6pm Mass. Until  
recently, my children would join 
me for this 6pm Mass, and then  
offer flowers to  Mama Mary. I would  
always take pictures of them walking 
down the aisle. 

However, this year will be  
different. Why? Because we cannot 
go to Mass and or excitedly tell our 
kids to go to the back of the Church 

down our hallway and give Mama 
Mary flowers every day just like my 
children would have done if they were 
in the Church. We play a Marian song, 
sing and take pictures, as we usually 
would in Church. Although we terribly 
miss going to Mass, we are blessed to 
be surrounded by our loved ones and 
faith family.

after Communion. We cannot take 
their pictures walking down the 
aisle as if it’s the first time that they 
are giving Mama Mary flowers.  
This year we are all “locked down” 
in our homes because of a virus.

The end of May is normally the 
time of the year when RJ Limpo  
from the Prison Ministry asks  
parishioners to donate old barongs 
and gowns to give to the Persons 
Deprived of Liberty (PDLs) in the 
city jails for their celebration of the 
Santacruzan. However, with the 
COVID-19 crisis, we probably would 
still not be allowed to go to Church 
or celebrate  with the Santacruzan 
at the end of the month. 

How will we celebrate Mama 
Mary’s month then?  Since the  
beginning of the lockdown we have 
been praying as a family with our 
SSAP Community Rosary Group  
online via Zoom. At the 2pm  
Rosary, we end it with the Divine  
Mercy Novena at 3pm. After  
praying in our home, we march 
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Meeting God at the Frontlines
By Marjorie Ann Mahusay Tiburcio

I am the first doctor in my family. At 21 years old I  
was already a licensed nurse, but my father wanted 
me to take up Medicine so I could have a better life. 
I then became a licensed physician at 26 years old. 
However, I told my parents that I didn’t want to take 
up residency training for at least 1 or 2 years and I 
had plans of going into “moonlighting”. Moonlighting  
refers to working at a hospital as a general physician, 
but with no relation to training or specialization. The 
first two years of moonlighting were the most fun days 
of my life. I got to meet a lot of great people who have 
varying opinions regarding being a doctor these days. 
I got to treat my family to restaurants instead of the 
other way around because I finally had money to do 
so, and most importantly, I got to have time for my 
family which I didn’t have since entering college and 
later studying medicine. It was the best time of my life! 

After two years of moonlighting as a general  

parents, because we have to limit our exposure to 
them and theirs to us. 

During these hard times, I see God in almost all the 
frontliners I encounter whenever I go on duty. Even 
if the manpower is severely depleted and the risk of  
getting the infection is incredibly high, frontliners from 
security guards to janitors, nurses and doctors, still go 
on duty to keep the healthcare system working. Some 
health workers become COVID suspects, some even 
become patients; and those unaffected still have to go 
to work and then extend their shifts to cover for other 
workers. It breaks my heart seeing this happen but I’ve 
never seen this much dedication and perseverance to 
help people! We are praying and hoping that this will 
be over and that there will be more health workers 
willing to work despite the risk and discrimination. 

I also see God in those who willingly and selflessly  
help via donations in various forms. One particular 

incident was when Alla, a member of SYA, gave our 
hospital miraculous medals. Donors usually give food 
and PPEs so we weren’t expecting to receive these. 
When I gave them to every station for the staff and  
patients, they were beyond grateful. One of them  
even said that “prayer is what we need today.” That 
was just what I needed to hear to help me push 
through with helping and comforting the sick as a  
doctor.

physician, I went to a retreat held by the Single 
Young Adults (SYA) because I had been praying 
for guidance on what God wanted me to do 
as a doctor. The significant moment there was 
when Jolly Gomez made us reflect on a situation  
— he said “I want you to imagine you are a  
Pediatric Doctor at a national government  
hospital. You are in charge of the Pediatric ward  
with all the admitted children asking for help.” 
In that moment, I knew what I had to do. After 
praying some more, I talked to my family and  
Argel (who is now my husband) about it. In 
that same year, I went into Pediatric Residency  
training. I believe God has been calling me 
to take care of these small humans. Being a  
pediatrician isn’t just taking care of the children but 
also comforting the anxious parents. Especially in this 
time of pandemic, parents are more worried for their 
children than for themselves. 

Physical interaction is one of the easiest ways to  
establish connection. We would normally touch  
patients to assess for signs and symptoms, as 
well as to comfort them. These days, it’s hard to  
communicate and connect with the patients and  
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Communities in Mission
By SSAP Parishioners

Although we are practicing physical distancing and are  
confined to our homes, the spirit of community has come 
alive like never before. Many families that have lived in 
communities for years are interacting with their neighbors 
for the first time (albeit online) to help each other get their 
basic needs and supplies. Old acquaintances, batchmates 
and groups are organizing to raise funds for PPEs and food 
packs. Amidst this crisis, we see an outpouring of grace in 
how we care for each other even while physically apart.

Tina Teehankee

The sudden pronouncement of the  
Enhanced Community Quaratine  
-- putting business and social  
activities to a stop -- shifted  
overnight the direction of our  

concerns. Whereas hours before -- we spent hours with 
friends, at social events, in offices and conference rooms 
-- now the quarantine gave us time to do the things we 
have always wanted to do at home, and to answer the call 
to share our blessings and help in our little way to meet 
the needs of others in our Parish, village, and barangay. 
We suddenly realize that we can do work from home,  
commune with our Almighty God in prayer and be one 
with our family and friends. Social distancing and digital  
messaging and conferencing are the new norm. COVID-19 
redefined the new normal in how we utilize our time. It 
made us easy to reach even at a distance; making us  
available to whomever needs us.

Mary Anne Lu

Our high school batchmates pooled 
our efforts together to produce 
face shields. We used the talents of 
our engineer/architect batchmates  
to come up with an efficient 
face shield production line. They put into good use the  
talents and time of their construction workers who lost  
day-to-day projects due to the ECQ. This was a good “job  
order” replacement for workers in the meantime. We also 
tapped our high school friends with hardware businesses 
and they generously donated materials to those mobilizing  
the production team. Some were assigned to spread 
the word and raise funds while others were assigned to  
coordinate with hospitals, palengkes and barangays for  
donation deployment. It was a great exercise in teamwork 
that made us remember how it felt to work together for 
school projects years ago.

Nico Nuyda

The need for food and other goods 
didn’t pause like the rest of society did 
under our current circumstances. Be 
it for convenience, safety, necessity  
or maybe even all of the above, 

people in my village are strongly choosing to support the 
micro-businesses that sell various goods inside the village 
instead of going to the supermarkets. People vouch for and 
recommend these small business owners on our online 
messaging boards now more than ever. This way, everyone  
in our community gets by and more homeowners are now 
aware that these businesses are around to patronize -- 
hopefully even after the crisis is over.

Cesar Inducil

Stuck and unable to return home to 
our home countries, myself and the 
nine other young adult missionaries 
from Emmanuel School of Mission 
(ESM) Manila decided to spend the 

quarantine doing different kinds of online missions. We 
made skits (like what it would look like if the risen Jesus got 
stuck in the tomb under ECQ) and animated times of prayer 
and praise online.

Dora Cantada

As for our village community, a 
group of friends created a Viber  
group wherein a lot of sellers 
sell their wares -- like cooked or  
uncooked food, grocery stuff, 
all kinds of needs --  with delivery or pick up. This is so  
convenient for the ECQ! 

As for our SSAP community, because of technology, we 
could attend Masses and all kinds of prayers within the day! 
Then there is the Rosary Brigade, of which I am a member.  
Before the prayer time, we get to catch up with one  
another! With that daily routine, it really keeps me  
connected with others and feel the lockdown less.
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Toni Garcia

Since the lockdown, I got all my  
family members, including my  
Mom, to pray the Oratio Imperata  
and pray for other intentions  
during prayer time twice a day. It 

keeps all of us focused on the blessings rather than on fear  
and uncertainty. It has made the others also more  
expressive in praying.

Alex Altamira

In our building, kids made face 
shields for frontliners, from items 
provided by a resident who is 
a doctor. Residents take turns  
to feed staff who have been 

stranded since the lockdown. Some also support small  
businesses of other residents of the building (eg.  
someone bakes and sells bread and cookies, some sell  
seafood). Others volunteer to shop or buy things for other 
residents. 

Helene Uy

Employees and colleagues in our 
hospital helped and supported each 
other at the start of the lockdown. 
Those who have cars created Viber 
and Messenger groups to organize 
carpools. Some with extra rooms or extra beds residing  
near Makati Medical Center (MMC) “adopted” their  
colleague/s. As our operating cost and capital expenditure 
increased exponentially despite a sharp drop in census, our 
doctors actively solicited support from the government 
and various organizations. They are also actively helping us 
source PPEs. Furthermore, many of our patients decided to 
give back by sending food, toiletries and handmade PPEs 
such as face shields. We have also received vitamins and 
supplements for our frontliners from many of our business 
partners.

Cecile Limjoco

This crisis brought our residents  
together by forming a Viber group 
in order to communicate with one 
another and help each other out in 
any way we can. We became a caring 
community — solicitous, compassionate, and charitable. 

Our community contributed in cash and in kind to our 
security guards, maintenance staff, Barangay Tanods and 
staff in order to make sure they have sufficient funds for 
their daily requirements as well as for that of their families. 

After the lockdown, we hope to be able to put faces 
to the names of the people in our Viber group, so that we 
might be able to get to know who our kind neighbors and 
residents are in person. Fer Sy

In our building, we donate food and 
supplies to our building staff as most 
have been staying-in. Separately, 
several of us also gave our food and 
sanitation packs from the LGU to 

the building staff. A Viber group was also formed where  
residents share relevant information and tips. Some  
volunteer in different instances like for collecting  
residents’ data requested by the administration, doing  
shared grocery runs, consolidating orders for delivery, etc. 
These are such cool acts of kindness from people who are 
practically strangers to each other. All we know is that we 
stay in the same building!

Miguel Vergara

There’s an effort to gather the  
community in prayer by means of 
a recorded 3 o’clock prayer and 
the Angelus at 12 noon and 6 pm.  
Neighbors occasionally play loud  
music to keep spirits up, and you can hear people talking to 
their neighbors through their windows.

Sandi Suplido

The Salcedo community has a Viber  
group that came together digitally  
to help out the construction  
workers who are living in the  
nearby construction sites. They 

pooled together food donations and that was amazing! 
They also encouraged checking with their own building 
maintenance workers if they had a supply of food and  
hygiene items. Lots of generosity in this community!
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I asked. He answered!
By Dennis Montecillo

A couple of weeks ago, I wrote a reflection on  
The Seven Last Words. I titled, and ended the article  
with, a question that was meant to be a double  
entendre reference to “The West Wing,” a popular  
political TV show 15 years ago that captured the lives  
of the President of the United States and his political  
team. Over seven seasons they would deal with  
crisis after crisis. Predictably, despite the deepest 
depths that they plumbed, they solved their problems, 
usually with flair and aplomb. After every obstacle  

passion, the breaking of the bread with the two  
disciples in Luke could have been a lasting reminder 
of His life – a “second Eucharist,” if you will. After all, 
“they recognized Him in the breaking of the bread.” 

He answered again when the same Gospel  
passage was read on the third Sunday of Easter, and 
then through two priests whose homilies reminded  
me that the “Me” (as in “do this in memory of Me”) 
is Jesus the Person, as well as everything that He  
said AND did. In other words – live your life the way I 

hurdled, Martin Sheen, who played the President, 
would ask, “What’s next?”

I posed this appropriate question to all readers  
(including myself) on Easter Sunday: more fully fleshed 
out, now that our Lord has risen: what next?

Foolish me. I thought it was a rhetorical question. 
Instead, God (again, and all the time) answered. 

He answered through a like-minded friend who 
--  after the story of the Walk to Emmaus was read 
on the Wednesday of the Octave of Easter -- mused 
that while the Last Supper was a memorial of Christ’s  

taught you to. Could that not 
be what “follow Me” means?

As the light of a (gradual)  
end to ECQ becomes  
visible, are we ready for 
life after quarantine? Are 
we to return to our normal 
busy lives, ignoring the face 
of Jesus that crosses our 
paths every day? Are we to  
resume our journey “as usual” 
even after encountering Him? 
What are we to do now that 
our eyes have been opened?

Can we even live our lives the same way again? 
Could the passage in Luke not also be whimsically  
referred to as the “run to Jerusalem?” Surely that is 
what they did after encountering Christ.

It may be truly said that there will be a “new normal  
to live” when ECQ goes away. Let’s pray that we  
embrace this new normal with hearts burning, eyes 
and mind open, ready to embrace life renewed by  
having encountered Jesus.

Be careful when you ask Him questions. He always 
answers.

Fulfilling My Mission at 
Home
By Tricia C. Monsod

Like everyone else, I was caught by surprise by the  
Extended Community Quarantine (ECQ) and had to cancel  
so many plans. We had already enrolled our almost  
4-year-old son and 2-year-old daughter in summer school, 
and we had thought of soccer and swimming as additional 
summer activities. We were also thinking that a beach trip 
would be nice. All those plans, and more, were wiped out 
because of the ECQ. 

During the first few days of lockdown, I was in panic, 
and I thought I had to provide the education the school was  
supposed to do for them in April. I was constantly on  
Pinterest -- looking for educational toddler activities. My 
son was attending online classes and we would make him  
practice phonics and writing letters. My daughter was  
attending online Little Gym and we were trying to make her 
learn the alphabet and count. After a few days, they both lost 
interest and would rather play instead.

So what’s next? I was constantly reading articles on home 
schooling, DIY children’s activities, etc. -- and I was obsessing  
on what they need to learn -- what activities they can do, 
and what learnings to cover over a month. I had to step 
back when a friend mentioned that April is really summer  
vacation, and that’s really a playtime period anyway.

Removing school and summer activities -- confined in our 
house -- we knew that we had to make the most out of this 
time we have with them. We realized that we can create a 
happy environment for them, and make good memories, 
even if the situation outside was bleak and uncertain. 

For learning  -- we now sing, dance, and count random 
things. My daughter identifies shapes and letters. My son 
is now reading and spelling on his own. He counts potatoes 
or carrots, or whatever I am preparing for lunch or dinner. 
We paint, play with water, fold paper and discover -- as they 
get more and more interested and curious -- about everyday 
things.

The kids had never asked the question, “Why can’t we go 
out?” although my son has started to ask often if he could 
go to the beach with Wawa and Wowo (his grandparents). I 
asked him if he misses school, and he says no, he really likes 
staying home with Mama and Daddy. Silver linings.

Fulfilling God’s mission was easier to identify when I was 
single. I was in Church almost every day for Single Young 
Adults’ (SYA) activities, or for Prison Ministry, which I headed 
at that time. The desire was always to help a SYA member 
somehow experience conversion through prayer or through 
service. 

As I was reflecting about this topic, I realized how  
different my life is now -- as a mother and as a wife -- I rarely  
have time for Church activities anymore as my time is  
consumed by my kids, husband, and household. Every 
now and then though, we are still given the opportunity to  
contribute to the community, such as, when we cook for 
frontline health workers, or help organize fund raisers.

As parents, we want to raise kind, loving, God-fearing  
and prayerful kids. It is not as easy as doing a workshop, 
or guiding an adult how to pray more, or cooking 100 
meals. We know that our mission, as parents, is to teach 
our kids to grow up loving God. It is quite difficult to teach, 
when the idea of God and or Jesus is not yet that easy 
for them to comprehend. We try as much as we can to  
cultivate an environment where kindness is applauded 
and encouraged. We firmly express our dislike for reckless  
behavior and words. We’ve now introduced watching “Bible 
Tales for Kids” and reading the “Bible for Boys and Girls” at 
night. 

 It is a long way before we could see the outcome of our 
efforts. Not every day is a wonderful day. There are days with 
tantrums, when they constantly want the same thing, when 
they constantly scream MAMA! Or when they jump on us, 
or accidentally kick, hit or even bite us, and when patience is 
tried for the nth time. 

But every single day, no matter what we loved or what we 
didn’t like, we end it with prayer. We all sleep snuggled up in 
one bed, and I can’t help but be really thankful to live this 
life God has planned for us. We may be limited now -- our 
plans may have been put on hold -- the virus is yet to have 
a cure, and our life is far from going back to normal. Faced 
with much uncertainty, our little family of 4 keeps our faith 
strong and with confidence that all will be okay in God’s most 
perfect time and things will go back to normal again.
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The 1st Virtual Luke 18 Weekend:
Coming Together as a Faith Family

By Macie Carlos

Hi, I’m Macie. I joined the 72nd Weekend of  
Luke 18. 

This year I was asked to “team” (be a team leader),  
and welcome the newest candidates for the 74th 
Luke 18 Weekend. I considered this an honor because 
I looked up to the “teamers” that I had in my own 
Luke 18 Weekend -- and I wanted to touch the lives of  
others -- the way they had touched mine. 

Unfortunately, the scheduled 74th Luke 18  
Weekend was postponed due to the Corona Virus  
pandemic. The Lukers and I still wanted to stay active 
in the community and to continue praying together  
so we decided to make the 1st Virtual Luke 18  
Weekend!

The Luke 18 Weekend is a Retreat for high school 
students and an opportunity for us to welcome new 
members into the Faith Family. Since it was not going  
to be possible to deliver the same experience for 
the new members, we decided to focus on all the  
current Lukers only, and organize the 1st Virtual  
Luke 18 Weekend. This allowed us to reconnect with 
our friends and faith family -- relive our memories of  
previous Luke 18 Weekends -- focus on the Season 
of Lent, and to prepare ourselves for Holy Week. Like 
all the gatherings that are happening nowadays, our 
weekend was held on Zoom! 

Around 40 Lukers from different batches joined 
the Virtual Weekend. The Zoom calls alternated from 
convening as a big group to breaking out into smaller  
groups wherein we could privately talk and engage 
in deeper sharing with our group mates. We also  
managed to insert fun and games through Kahoot 
quizzes, Guess the Song Challenge and 4 Pictures 1 
Word, all with themes focused on Lent and Luke 18. 
We even had a Best Friend Challenge on “How Well Do 
You Know Jesus?”. Perhaps, most importantly, Lukers 
were able to share their personal experiences during 
the Enhanced Community Quarantine, and thereby 
support each other through this difficult situation. We 
discussed our feelings and insights -- on how we can 
offer up our discomfort as Lenten Sacrifice -- and pray 
for those who are in much worse conditions. 

Finally, we ended the weekend like all Luke 18 
Weekends  --  with a Mass. We joined the rest of the 
SSAP community in the livestream of the Palm Sunday 
Mass. It was an honor to be part of the very 1st Virtual  
Luke Weekend that will now be part of our history.  
Although we were not physically together, we were 
connected in prayer, singing, sharing, and learning 
-- all focused on Jesus. The experience was definitely  
unique and equally fulfilling; surely one I’ll never  
forget!
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