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Let me once 
again convey 
my heartfelt  
message of  
gratitude to all 
you beloved  
p a r i s h i o n e r s 
and devotees of 
St. Anthony of  

Padua. Our Fiesta celebration amidst the 
lockdown was a success, to say the least 
-- for indeed it was a bountiful blessing 
to our Parish-Community -- and truly, 
St. Anthony is a miracle worker. We did 
not expect this kind of Fiesta celebration 
due to our limited and limiting situation. 
Every single effort to share, participate, 
and cooperate has become a living sign 
of our loving care for the Parish which 
was blessed by the guidance and grace 
of God. Our human efforts made way to 
receive and realize God’s blessings upon 
us in various ways. 

Our heartfelt thanks to the following: 
the members of the Pastoral Team for the 
accompaniment; 

• Pin Guingona, our Fiesta  
Chairperson 2020, and her family  

for leading the Fiesta -- full of 
faith, hope, charity and exploring  
other platforms -- to bring home 
a meaningful celebration despite 
the COVID-19 pandemic; 

• Rose Galvez, our PPC President; 
officers and members of different 
Organizations and Ministries for 
supporting our Fiesta initiatives 
and activities; 

• Dennis Montecillo and Suzette  
Gatmaitan, our Formation 
and Worship Ministry Heads,  
respectively, and their members  
as well, for animating our  
community through reflective 
and prayerful Novena Masses; 

• our lay sharers for a well  
prepared, insightful sharing; 

• to all of you -- our dependable 
donors and benefactors -- for 
trusting us to become faithful 
and good stewards.

The blessings we receive begin 
-- with you and through you -- dear  
sisters and brothers.  Let my prayers of 
thanksgiving for each of you become 
like an incense before the Lord! 
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PPC President Rose Galvez’s Fiesta 2020
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St. Anthony has always been present in my life.  
Aside from growing up close to the Church, my Mom 
was a devotee. She named my sister -- Mikee --  
Antonia. She makes it a point to visit Padova when 
in Italy. But most of the time -- I would hear Mom  
mention St Anthony -- when anyone would misplace 
something. Once, as we passed the Church, she loudly  
offered a donation to St Anthony if she found her  
missing ring. To our surprise, the ring was in our  
destination! The ring has been given to me ever since.  

I truly have been pondering on recent events,  
trying to find some meaning. God knows I am  
terribly busy. Why would He give this responsibility to 
me, which He knows I will never refuse? Now that I  
think about it, I’m sure St. Anthony has been trying  
to get my attention. Saints like to do that to me. I  
have often prayed to Padre Pio and later, even named  
my son Pio. Four years after my Pio was born, Padre  
Pio was canonized on Sept. 23, my wedding  
anniversary. I was also fond of Pope John Paul II, so 
we named our second son Juan Pablo. Again, to my  
surprise -- after Pope John Paul was canonized -- I  
found out his Feast Day was Oct. 22, one day before 
Pablo’s birthday.  And then there’s my birthday, March 
19, which falls on the same day as St Joseph’s Feast 
Day! My grandmother also lived beside Guadalupe 
Church. What are the chances? So, to St Anthony, I 
hear you loud and clear. I know for certain you always 
intercede in my prayers.  

Before I end, I would like to thank the people behind 
the scenes, outside of our Ministries:  
•	 Lisa	Periquet who was first to agree to help when 

I posed the idea of an online Art Auction.  I would 
not have done it if you didn’t back me up.

•	 Danny	Rayos	del	Sol shared his knowledge and  
experience thereby empowering us to do it on 
our own rather than outsourcing an Auction 
House. Because of you, our event became a  
community event.

•	 Annika	Martinez is a friend of my daughter, Ina.  
I have not even met her in person. Ina said she 
loves the Church and If you need a volunteer, 
she will do it. And Annika truly delivered. Later  
I found out she is the granddaughter of  
parishioners, Pons and Marite Tanjangco.

•	 Henri	 Macatangay is NCAF MM violinist who 
joins our choir in Forbes Pavilion every 1st  
Sunday. My cousin said Henri is matiyaga and 
mabait. And truly he is.

•	 Ina	Guingona who organized a system for our 
Auction.  Proud of you, my Attorney!

•	 Pico	 Guingona our Dasma SK Chairman, who 
made sure all the Parish letters were delivered, 
etc. Thanks for handling all the logistics!

•	 Jojo	 Guingona is blessed with great hearing 
and patience. He made sure the Music Concert 
sounded professional.

•	 Pablo	Guingona, my youngest son, put together  
the video. He was most nervous during the  
airing of the Online Concert.  He was ready to go 
live streaming in case of any glitches.

And to you all who made this Fiesta a successful 
community event despite the circumstances, I truly 
thank you!

The Feast of St. Anthony of  
Padua -- celebrated every June 13 
-- is always a much awaited special  
time of the year. It is a time  
devoted to various outreach  
activities -- spearheaded by the 
Catholic Women’s League --  
during the first two weeks of June. 
It always starts with a Medical  
Mission for around 1000 patients, 
free mass Baptism, Confirmation,  
and Wedding, plus a 9-day 
free breakfast for around 800  
parishioners. Fiesta is also the 
ideal time to strengthen our ties 
with each other via our yearly  
9-day Novena Masses, Children’s 
Day and Thanksgiving Fiesta  
dinner.

This year’s Fiesta was very  
different but the celebration 
was meaningful and joyous,  
nonetheless. After all, what we 
were celebrating together is 
the Feast Day of our Patron, St.  
Anthony of Padua and the  
wonderful Parish community that 
God has blessed us with. Our 
chairperson, Pin C. Guingona --  

together with her supportive  
husband Jojo, children Ina, Pico 
and Pablo -- formed a dedicated  
and hardworking team which came 
up with creative out-of-the-box  
activities that made for a fun and 
very successful Fiesta!

The best thing that happened 
during this year’s Fiesta was that 
all the ministries and the whole 
community readily got involved. 
True to our theme, ‘St. Anthony, 
our Inspiration of being a Faithful 
and Good Steward in the Midst 
of Crisis,’ each of us acted as  
stewards of the Parish Fiesta.  
Some took on the role of being 
sharers for the Novena Masses, 
baring their souls so as to enable  
us to grow with them in faith.  
Others served as lectors and  
singers, ensuring that all our  
Masses were solemn and  
beautiful. There were those who 
used their technical and writing 
skills to enable the Parish to reach 
hundreds of people online. Many 
shared their treasure by donating  
to our Parish and supporting our 
Online Art Auction, SpectaculART.  
Time and talent were shared 
to give joy and warmth to our 
hearts -- especially during the  
culminating concert event --  
Music from the HeART. And as 
one united Parish, we all prayed  
together to humbly ask God to 
grant us a successful Fiesta. This, 
He did! And we can only bow down 
in gratitude for God’s steadfast 
love!

We also thank our Pastoral 
Team, Parish Pastoral Council,  
ministries, parishioners and all 
those who were involved in the 

planning, preparation, execution, 
as well as those who supported the  
efforts to make this year’s celebration 
a great success. May God’s blessing  
always surround you and your  
families.

All for God’s greater glory!
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Ode to Dads

Ever since we were kids, our Dad has always been 
a steward of the Lord. He made sure we went to Mass 
together and prayed the Rosary every day. Our house 
was full of religious articles which he would touch and 
then pray to them one by one. He is also very makulit  
and he would repeat and try to instill in us the  
importance of making God the center of our lives. As 
my sister, Maricar has said, “He has been, and continues  
to be -- the best example of what it means to be a true 
Christian -- giving wholeheartedly without expecting  
anything in return, accepting others without any  
preconditions, and simply loving unconditionally.” 

Now that we have our own families and we manage 
our own companies, we continue His mission as taught 
and shared with us by our Dad.  In my company, I make 
sure we celebrate First Friday Masses and celebrate 
special occasions with the Holy Mass.  My brothers, 
Noey & Quito, take very good care of their employees 
in Starbucks and our eldest brother Jun Jun is a very 
good father to his children and a loving husband to his 
wife.  God wants us to carry out His mission and our 
Dad’s life is a living example for us to emulate in making 
this world a better place.

-- Rica Lopez-de Jesus on Jun Lopez

My Dad always takes care of us and helps us fall asleep 
at night. He makes sure we pray the Rosary and pay 
attention at Mass. He always finds a way to help those 
in trouble. 

- Stefano, 10

He teaches us to be kind and how to share with  
others. We always pray the Rosary together and we 
say special prayers at night before we sleep. 

- Francesco, 8 

I love my Papa because he always fixes the Internet 
and he teaches me how to pray. He gives me a reward, 
when I do something good. 

- Rafa, 4

-- Stefano, Cesco, and Rafa  
on Raymond Rufino

Of all the steadfast qualities my Dad has garnered 
over the years, there is none so stable as his devotion 
to his family. His actions attest best to this trait: when 
he comes into the room to hand me a snack on nights 
I am working nonstop, when he offers to have my 
phone fixed after I have broken it for the nth time this 
month or when he searches through his old CDs so he 
can play his favorite songs to dance with my Mom and 
us sisters before dinner time. 

In the silence of the world -- I see how my Dad is  
often the last to go to sleep in the house -- waiting 
until everyone is tucked into bed to turn out the lights. 
It is moments like these which I cherish most. He is a 
man of few words -- because sometimes -- words are 
not enough. In his 67 years of life -- he has learned 
something much more valuable -- that is to speak 
from the heart. And in the 22 years, he’s been with 
me, I have found that his love is loudest when we take 
the time to stop and listen.

-- Rebecca on Aiai Galvez
Hi, I am Mirei. I am the daughter of Jose Moreno 

and the oldest of three children. During my life, our 
Dad has been teaching my brothers and me about 
our religion and different ways on how to respect 
and follow the Lord. Every Sunday, we all walk to the 
San Antonio Parish to attend Sunday Mass. This is a  
normal family tradition to show our respect and faith 
to the Lord. Recently, my parents signed me and 
my siblings up to become altar servers to show our  
respect to the Parish. Other times, our parents would 
teach us prayers. Now that we are in quarantine -- Dad 
encouraged our whole family to set up an altar in our 
house -- so we can have virtual Sunday Mass. During 
worse times, we would pray the Rosary all together. 
This helped both our bond to the Lord and our bond 
with each other. We still hope that this terrible time 
will be over -- but for now -- we just pray.

-- Mirei on Jose Moreno
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The Stewardship of Life
By Dottie H. Pasia

In Sirach 42:25, it is written, “ All of them differ, one from 
another, yet none of them has He made in vain, for each in turn, 
as to come, is good; can one ever see enough of their splendor?”

This Scripture verse from Sirach is so apt with what I wanted 
to share last June 5 about the Stewardship of Life. It reminded 
me of the night when my third daughter was born in 1991. We 
named her Victoria Maria Lourdes, Vickylou, for short. She was 
born with Down Syndrome.

Tony and I cried buckets of tears when my pediatrician told 
us about her condition. “Why, Lord, why? Why us?” We did not  
understand.

But when we saw her and I held her in my arms, she was  
perfect! God made us parents -- stewards of this special child -- 
this special life that He made, not in vain, but in His goodness 
and love!

Since Vickylou was entrusted to us by God, we took care of 
her by bringing her to all the best doctors and therapists. 

She started her education in two very good pre-schools -- The 
Learning Center and Sacred Heart School -- and had a Special  
Education teacher and occupational therapist at home. Finally, 
she ended up in two exceptionally good special schools where 
she bloomed in her socialization and academic skills.

She had the love and support of her family and her two older 
sisters, Kathleen and Kristine, our son-in-law, Anjo and Yaya Lily 
(who has been with us for 34 years), plus Tony and me, of course.  
Her extended family also chipped in -- her grandparents, titos 
and titas, cousins and friends -- all boosted her self-confidence 
by including her in family reunions, parties, and travels. She knew 
she was very much loved -- so Vickylou grew up to be a sweet, 
loving, kind, patient, and understanding young lady -- with a 
unique sense of humor. 

When one looks at the Biblical grounds for the spirituality 
of stewardship, one looks at the mission on how to take care of 
God’s creation and how one can use this mission to help others.

I used to wonder why Vickylou was given to us. There must 
be a reason. Then, in 1992, the Down Syndrome Association of 
the Philippines, Inc. (DSAPI) was born. Tony and I, together with 
7 parents and 2 doctors co-founded this Parent Support Group. 
Then it dawned on me that this was the reason -- this was the 
mission that God wanted us to pursue -- to reach out and help 
other families cope with bringing up a child with Down Syndrome.
Our founding chairman, Gerry Walmsley, stated in the DSAPI’s 
mission and vision: “ Providing parent support to families who 
have children with Down Syndrome. Replacing sorrow, fear, 
guilt, confusion, anger, and denial with love, understanding,  
knowledge, and hope.”

It has been 28 years since the founding of this Association. 
From 11 charter members, our group has now grown to over 
20,000 members all over the Philippines. 
We parents have all become stewards of God’s loving care for His 
special children. We have increased a hundred-, a thousandfold. 
The new parents --  that we have reached out to -- are continuing 

this work of God and it will go on and on because it has been 
God’s plan all the while.

In our lifetime, we have seen some of our children finish 
college, compete as athletes in world events including a special 
Olympics ambassador spokesperson, become golfers, swimmers,  
actors and actresses. The list of their accomplishments is  
endless. I am happy to say that today, some of our children 
have successfully been integrated into the workforce. Some 
are working as assistant teachers, some work in drugstores  
(Southstar Drug), others in restaurants like Maple and Shakey’s, 
where Vickylou worked until the lockdown. I still remember 
Vickylou’s first day of work. She had a uniform and trained with 
her buddy to clear and set the tables, give the menu, say hello 
to the guests, and clean windows. She was happy, confident, and 
working like how any 29-year old should be doing.

As Dr. Jerome Lejeune, the French geneticist and discoverer  
of the cause of Down Syndrome (whom we met, by the way, 
when he came to the Philippines in the 1990s) states: “ Look at 
the child as a child first and his disability second. Love the child 
unconditionally and the child will bloom.” Guess what? These 
children bloomed! 

There are moments in my life when Vickylou was growing up 
when I still asked the question why? Why God? And I would hear 
God quietly say,” Stop asking why. You know why.”

I am most grateful to God that Vickylou is in our lives during 
these times. In the morning, when she wakes up, she gives me 
a sunny smile and reminds me to be thankful to God that we 
are alive and healthy.  During certain times of the day, Vickylou 
would spontaneously say, “ In the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” The presence of God within her 
reminds me that I should stop what I’m doing and pray to Jesus 
too.

Her laughter and sense of humor (when she says “ again and 
again”), when she listens to my “ kilometric” petitions before 
we begin our Rosary -- her patience and loving pats on my back 
when we embrace --  remind me to be calm, to trust God and not 
get stressed by the development of the new normal.
And for this, Lord God, I am grateful for the blessing and gift of 
Vickylou in our lives. 

May God be praised!
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Stewardship of Environment
By Alo Gelano

Being a steward of the environment -- is called not 
only to a few -- but also to everyone. God has given 
us our place on Earth, and we are to take care of it to 
the best of our abilities. No less than Pope Francis -- 
in his Encyclical called LAUDATO SI -- stressed that we  
examine our hearts, transform our social values, and  
take action in building and protecting our common 
home. He further mentioned that protecting the  
environment is not an option; it forms part and parcel of 
our Christian life.  

DEVOTION	TO	GOD

Being a good steward -- not only of the environment, 
but also of other things -- is also a devotion to God.  In 
the Parable of the Talents, the master mentioned to one 
servant -- “well done my good and faithful servant” -- 
as this servant returned the talents twice as much as 
from the time he received it.  It would be the same for 
us here -- as stewards of the Lord and particularly, as  
stewards of the environment -- wherein we can say that  
we nourished it and thus returned it even better and 
twice as healthy.  

PERSONAL	SHARING

When I started learning about such stewardship, I  
realized that this is an act of gratitude to God. I am 
not a big decision maker -- such as a top government  

official nor a head of big business -- but I do believe 
that in my own little way, I can contribute to the health 
of the ecology. Things like lessening the use of paper,  
segregating bio- and non-biodegradable trash,  
conserving water and electricity, taking care of trees 
and plants, and not wasting food are just a few things 
that I do as a steward of the environment. This was 
difficult to do on a regular basis. But I believe that if I 
have to reach a level of being a good role model as a 
steward, then it should become a habit. Anyway, how 
could I call myself a good Christian if I waste resources 
unnecessarily? 

NEW	NORMAL

This pandemic -- though very deadly and I pray that 
we soon get over it -- has nonetheless contributed  
beneficial effects to the environment. Companies  
started looking for ways on how their employees 
can work from home. Online transactions became 
norm and thus less use of paper. People made use of  
technology in a very positive way. These were the good 
habits generated by this pandemic. I, for one, learned 
-- how to do a lot of stuffs online -- which allows me to 
travel less and consume paper less. It was mentioned 
that Manila’s air became less polluted. There were 
good habits made -- and I pray that these good habits 
stay with us -- for the sake of the environment, as we 
move forward to the so-called new normal.  

PRAYER

In the Canticle of St Francis -- our seraphic father  
prayed -- “be praised my Lord, through all your  
creatures” and “be praised my Lord, through our sister 
Mother Earth, who feeds us and rules us.” It is clear to 
us -- especially to those who follow the examples of  
St. Francis and St. Anthony de Padua -- that we have a 
responsibility. It is not just a choice. 

May the Lord give us more inspiration and 
strength in our great assignment -- TO BE A GOOD 
STEWARD OF THE ENVIRONMENT. And let us do it in   
gratitude to the Lord, Who made Heaven and Earth. 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help
June 27 Feast Day

By Bea & Brielle Rodriguez

Our parents started bringing us to Church after 
school every Wednesday to pray the Novena to our 
Mother of Perpetual Help and attend Mass for as long 
as we can remember. Even if there was heavy traffic 
on that day -- or if we had extracurricular activities 
at school -- we still made it a point to go straight to 
Church after class to pray the Novena. Eventually, we 
became the ones singing and leading the prayers for 
the Novena! But what does the Novena to our Mother 
of Perpetual Help mean to us?

When we first started leading the Novena, we were 
not very enthusiastic about it. It was just something 
we had to do because our parents dragged us into it. 
Eventually, our parents gave us a little push to realize 
the importance and impact of the Novena in our lives. 
For us, praying the Novena to our Mother of Perpetual  
Help every Wednesday became more than just a  
habit: it became a better means for us to talk to God 
and Mama Mary, to bring our prayers directly to Mama 
Mary who brings our petitions and pleas to God.  

For example -- whenever we have an academic  
competition -- we always pray to Mama Mary for 
the best results. We never left the competitions  
disappointed. Another time that the Novena helped 
us was when we had a difficult exam and we prayed 
for guidance and good memory. We were always  
satisfied with the results. The most important  
example was when our maternal grandfather got sick 
with pneumonia and diabetes. He was rushed to the 
hospital several times last year. Whenever we prayed 
the Novena, we would ask for his good health. He is 
currently doing much better now, relaxing at home. 

We learned that leading the Novena in Church is a 
privilege and an honor. We hope that more people will 
turn to Our Mother of Perpetual Help for their needs 
and thanksgiving.

Bea & Brielle Rodriguez
15 and 13 years old, respectively
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