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Announcements

As I reflect upon what 
to share with all of you, I 
am brought back to the 
days -- when I was still in 
high school -- preparing  
to join our Franciscan 
Formation House. My  
discernment actually  
began much earlier  
because I always had a 
special attachment to the 

Sacred Altar. Whenever I attended Mass it felt  
like one day, I would be on the other side of 
the Altar as the Celebrant. Therefore, as we  
gathered together for altar service meetings 
-- which would end with a prayer by our group 
leader -- I prayed only for my priestly vocation. 
I do not remember any other prayer for myself 
than for this cause. For me, prayer is the first and 
foremost element in discerning vocation. Though 
it is one’s own choice -- it is more the will of God 
-- that prevails. 

I recall that I shared my desire to be a priest 
to my parents and siblings very early in life. They 
were very supportive even if they had only one 
son after having three daughters. It was quite 
hard for my parents to give away their only male 
child -- to the celibate life -- but they stood with 
my choice. I salute my parents because -- despite 
of all the opposition from our relatives -- they 
stayed firm and supported me. I firmly believe 
that religious vocation is a family calling and is 
deeply rooted in family. It is very important for 
anyone to have their family onboard to make any 
small or big decision in life. 

In the year 1996, when I completed  
matriculation, I spoke to my parents to allow 
me to join the Franciscan Formation. With much  

wisdom, my father said --  that I was just out 
of school and had very limited experience 
-- that I needed to enhance  myself further 
through some kind of work. I needed to learn 
more things to better understand the will of 
God. He introduced me to one of his friends 
for a possible job, and I started working in 
a bank as a janitor. Though this was a very  
menial job -- it taught me humility --  this  
experience prepared me for the service that 
God was calling me. Meanwhile, I joined  
college for Intermediate with a group of 
friends, and we spent our time in prayer. All 
my friends were very supportive as they also 
knew my desire for the religious vocation. I 
strongly believe that one’s company is very 
important. Good friends are indeed a true gift 
from God, when they journey with us not to 
discourage, but to help us better clarify the 
way to where we are heading. 

Since we, as a family, were regular  
churchgoers, the Parish community was  
always there to pray for my religious  
vocation and the Holy Eucharist was a source 
of strength. The more time I spent in front of 
the Blessed Sacrament, I gained clarity of what 
God was calling me to do. I promised to myself 
that I would never say “NO” to the celebration 
of the Holy Mass and -- I am happy to say that 
in my ten years of priesthood -- I have never 
refused anyone asking me for the celebration 
of the Sacraments. 

I would like to mention the contribution of 
my Franciscan community -- that did not only 
support me in my formation years -- but still 
continues to foster and deepen my religious 
vocation each day. I am so proud of being a 
Friar!
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The Solemnity of St. Peter and St. Paul
June 29 Feast Day

By Albernina “Ninee” Pascual-Lopez

June 29 is the Feast Day that  
honors the martyrdom of St. Peter 
and St. Paul. However, the Church also  
recognizes that they may not have 
died on the same day. 

St. Augustine of Hippo said of 
these two Saints: “Both apostles 
share the same Feast Day, for these 
two were one; and even though they 
suffered in different days, they were 
as one.  Peter went first, and Paul 
followed. And so we celebrate this 
day made holy for us by the apostles’  
blood. Let us embrace what they  
believed, their life, their labors, their 
sufferings, their preaching, and their 
confession of faith.” 

St. Peter was once a fisherman 
known by the name, Simon. In those 
days, the stereotype for fishermen 
was that they were strong men --  
very physical and unafraid of others  
-- and who had hot tempers and 
used vulgar language. They were  
uneducated, acquiring knowledge and 
survival skills -- by working hard and 
braving the seas. Yet Jesus chose Simon 
to be his first disciple and gave him the 
name, “Peter” which means “rock.” 
Peter dropped everything to follow 
Jesus and -- throughout their time  
together -- he often failed and 
made mistakes. In spite of Peter’s  
shortcomings, Jesus loved him  
unconditionally and chose to see 
the best in him.  In fact, Jesus saw 
so much potential in him -- that 
He made him the first leader -- the 
“rock” of His Church. Seeing how  
Jesus took an uneducated, sinful man 
and loved him infinitely is an example 
of the Lord choosing the weak and 
making them strong.

 St. Paul, formerly called Saul, 
had a background and journey of  
faith that was different from  

St. Peter’s. Saul was an educated  
Jew and a Pharisee who enjoyed 
the high distinction of Roman  
citizenship. He persecuted  
Christians savagely and even  
threatened to have Jesus’ disciples 
put to death. He was dramatically  
converted to the Christian faith 
by Jesus Himself, who appeared 
to him on the road to Damascus.  
He was then named Paul, and 
from then on, he poured the same  
energy -- with which he once  
persecuted Christ’s followers -- 
into bringing the Gospel of Jesus to 
many people. Paul’s transformative  
encounter with Jesus -- altered the 
course of history which resulted  
in generations throughout the 
world meeting Jesus -- through his  
writings in the New Testament.  

Despite their pasts, St.Peter and 
St. Paul are two of the most daring  
preachers of the Gospel and are 
regarded as the two men most  
responsible for the spread of  
Christianity. Jesus did not look at 
the two Saints’ inadequacies. They 
were sinful, ordinary people who 

had their share of doubts, failures 
and shortcomings. What a wonderful  
assurance that Jesus looks beyond  
people’s pasts and looks instead at 
their hearts! May we be like Peter who 
sometimes failed and stumbled yet  
persevered. May we be like Paul who 
proclaimed God’s word to everyone no 
matter how difficult.
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Stewardship of Vocation: Practice Made Perfect!
By Florence de Castro

“Practice makes perfect!” We’ve heard this  
countless times. This is partially true. For us to master 
what we’re doing -- we need to keep doing it many 
times -- even until we’ve lost count. But can it really 
become perfect? 

As I was reflecting on how I nurture my vocation,  
the word “practice” kept repeating in my head. 
God gave us the “seed of vocation” and it is our  
responsibility to cultivate and water it as He provides 
the rest so it will grow, bear fruit, and propagate.  
St. Therese of the Child Jesus said that her “Vocation  
is love” and this is true for each of us. Whatever our 
vocation is, it is all about love. What we choose to 
become -- married, single-blessed or religious -- is 
just the “product” of that love. I would also say that 
“Vocation is relationship” because love is always for 

spread across months so people who cannot go on 
retreat for 30 straight days may still obtain the same 
unique graces (“same” because it remains grace-filled 
for whoever and whenever and “unique” because 
each person receives graces according to his/her 
needs). Since I’m working, it suits me well -- because 
I only need to meet my Spiritual Directress in person  
on a weekly basis -- and I was given materials to  
reflect on each day. While I further discern my  
vocation and then finally give my “yes” to God, I need 
to do my part. So, I “PRACTICE,” which is something 
we can all do regardless of what our vocation is.

P - PRAY UNCEASINGLY. This is our gateway to connect  
with God.
R - REGULAR GUIDE is important. A Spiritual Director 
will help us discern God’s true will.
A - ALLOW ourselves to receive the support of our 
family and friends. It’s also a practice of humility.
C - CASUAL TALKS to Jesus and Mary allow us to speak 
“unfiltered.” They know our hearts anyway.
T - TIME TO MEDITATE is important to quiet our minds 
and listen to God as He speaks.
I - INSPIRATIONAL MATERIALS influence us too. 
C - CONSCIOUS PRESENCE OF GOD is one of the fruits 
when we are constantly in touch with God.
E - EXPONENTIAL GROWTH of our relationship with 
God is one of His gifts to us as we exert effort.

While people say that practice makes perfect in almost 
anything, I would instead focus my attention on God 
and trust Him. Who can make anything perfect other 
than the One and Only Perfect Being? Our desire to 
give our everyday imperfect best is enough for us to 
think. As we “practice,” we leave the perfection of our 
beings to God. Our practice is then made perfect.

someone. Vocation, even for someone “single” is  
always offered for others. As we all know -- every  
relationship needs to be nurtured -- to keep it alive 
and let it grow. 

I was led to the Cenacle Sisters where I was  
introduced to the “19th Annotation.” It is an  
adaptation of the 30-day Ignatian Retreat which is 
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Stewardship of My Teaching Vocation
By Mimie de Ocampo Huang

December 2019 Christmas Party photo of the Sunday level 5 class of Co-Teachers,  
Mimie de Ocampo Huang (in green, fourth from right)   

and Patricia Kirkpatrick Montel (last row, solo from left)

When my best friend from college (who eventually  
became my cousin-in-law), Regina Y. de Ocampo, 
first invited me to teach CCD (Continuing Catholic  
Development), she said “It will be one of the best  
experiences of your life!” She was right!

I was not sure what to expect in teaching CCD at 
the SSAP since my only previous experience teaching 
Catechism was many years ago. I was then a volunteer 
teaching Catholic doctrine to public school students at 
the Tahilan Study Center in Manila.

I looked forward to teaching CCD class with great 
anticipation. On the first day of teaching Level 5 of  
Sunday class -- I was immediately greeted -- with  
different reactions from different students. Mostly  
there were smiles, but there were also looks of  
boredom, impatience, and indifference. Three  

of the Cross started being attentive in class and not 
only made the Sign of the Cross during our prayers, 
but even joined the class in reciting the Hail Mary 
aloud. The girl who was very shy became very active 
in class and would raise her hand every time I asked a  
question or asked for volunteers to read aloud. I  
observed the transformation of these three students 
-- and in so doing -- I saw the Holy Spirit at work right 
before my eyes. 

Being a witness to the workings of the Holy Spirit 
in this setting has made my vocation of teaching CCD 
one of the most enriching experiences of my life.

My experience has encouraged me to attend  
classes on Catholic doctrine to further my learning 
and to share what I learn with my friends and family.

students struck me the most. One  
was a girl who came in with a frown  
between her brows and spent the  
entire first day of class with that  
expression. I remember wondering 
if the frown was inborn and part of 
her natural facial expression. Another 
was a boy who projected an image of  
being totally bored and refused to 
even make the Sign of the Cross  
during the Opening Prayer at the 
start of Class. The third was a girl who 
seemed very shy. She sat on her chair 
with a stoic look on her face and did 
not converse with anyone.

As the weeks of classes went on 
-- what Regina said about teaching 
CCD -- slowly became true. The girl 
with the frown between her brows 
relaxed; the frown actually eased, 
and she started smiling much more  
often than she frowned. The boy 
who refused to even make the Sign 

This article is dedicated to the memory of our late CCD friend and colleague,  
Patricia Kirkpatrick Montel, loving wife, devoted mother,  

and a committed worker in the Lord’s vineyard, teaching at CCD.  
Rest in peace, Patricia.   

- From your CCD Family
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Stewardship of Vocation:  
Marriage and Family Life

By Ginger Aglipay

It was during our first year in college when we 
first met. We were young and entering a new phase 
of our lives -- and having someone to share that new  
adventure with -- was a blessing. Seven years later -- 
that adventure became a journey -- one that made us 
decide to spend together for the rest of our lives. 

Mike and I got married 19 years ago -- and we  
immediately wanted to have kids -- as many kids as 
possible. We both come from big families; I have 
six siblings, while Mike has three sisters. Mike and I 
were blessed with three good-looking and intelligent  
children: two boys and one girl. From then on, we 
wanted to do everything possible to nurture the 
growth of Miguel, Mika, and Max. We believe that the 
stewardship of God’s gift of children is to enable them 
to reach their full potential in life.  

Raising children today -- in a time very different 
from how we were raised -- can be very challenging. 
Not only do we have to worry about peer pressure -- 
but more so the social media culture -- that they are 
exposed to now. 

So, we try to lead by example. We expose our  
children to what’s happening around us, hoping  
they will learn on their way to adulthood and  
independence. At times we quarrel over differences  
in opinions or preferences -- and that’s okay, as long as 
at the end of the day -- our children understand that 
we only want what’s best for them. We always tell 
them that no matter what happens, our love for them 
will always be there.  

Mike and I know that we can’t rely on our own 
strength to do this. We take inspiration from books, 
from the guidance of our own parents, and from the 
practices of our friends.  Most importantly, we ask 

our Lord to be a part of our family, and we pray for 
the intercession of Mama Mary. Now, as the kids are 
growing before our eyes -- asking God for guidance 
to raise them -- is our continuous source of grace 
and strength. Going to Church every Sunday and  
upholding traditions like attending the Simbang Gabi 
in December have nurtured our relationship as well.  
Our children have accepted that these practices are 
an essential part of their wellbeing as Catholics and 
not mere obligations. This is how we know that we are 
able to nurture God’s gift of family.
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Ordinary Time in Extraordinary Times
By Russell Go

Life in these modern times can be described as a 
fast-paced and interconnected environment. Everyone 
is set on their own course -- at their own pace -- to  
fulfill their personal plans and initiatives. Everything 
was supposedly running its due course until the  
COVID-19 pandemic happened, which placed everyone 
in disarray.

Plans were cancelled -- adjustments were made, 
people panicked -- and “modern” chaos  erupted in 
our lives. The fear that this virus has brought, made  
everyone uneasy. Uncertainty was a common feeling,  
as people struggled to adapt to whatever “normal” 
protocols were established because of this. Though 
many would say that this is a hindrance to our  

me now, as these were often under-appreciated or  
just ignored in our previous lifestyles. I forgot that I  
was already enveloped in God’s blessings and grace.  
It took COVID-19 to make me realize what He has 
done, and what He continues to do for me.

Others do not even have the luxury of food and 
water, close relationships with family, opportunities 
for solitude and reflection and to foster relationships 
with others, to say the least. I am reminded that Christ 
works not always in a grand manner in our lives -- 
but in the simple things in life -- that people tend to  
forget and overcomplicate. Yet at the same time, 
these are the aspects in life that are enough to let us 
live in a content and meaningful way.

previous lives -- this pause gave me the opportunity to  
step back -- and look at life with an unclouded and  
unrushed perspective.

Now I appreciate what I currently have; now I  
realize how blessed I am. The small things that we  
often took for granted -- such as a private room,  
company, access to food etc. --  all seem amazing to  

This realization on 
the “back to basics” 
needs of life is my  
personal reminder to 
reflect carefully on the 
bigger picture of what 
Christ has laid out for 
us. It is funny when I 
thought that I could 
only encounter Christ 
through reflection and 
writing (personally). 
But I never realized 
that I could encounter 

Him through this pandemic as well.
In the Liturgical Calendar, this pandemic period 

is set within the Season of Ordinary Time. This is my  
encounter with Christ. I encourage everyone to take 
a step back and realize what Jesus is letting you  
experience during these extraordinary times.
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