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Our annual  
celebration of 
the Feast of St. 
Francis is fast  
approaching. It is 
already a miracle 
to even be able to 
hold a fiesta at a 
time such as this  
pandemic.  But 
those who are 

called to be instruments of God will not 
be perturbed by a pandemic; the more  
creative they will become in pursuit of  
service.

Let’s get to know the real person behind 
the elegant and tireless Chairperson for this 
year’s Francisfest, Betty Go Roxas-Chua:

How do you usually start and end your 
day?

I usually start my day with a 7:30am 
Mass and end the day by responding to all  
messages I can accommodate before I rest 
for the day. This is before the lockdown. 
During the lockdown, things have become 
very erratic.

How would your loved ones best describe 
you in 3 words?

Dependable, Determined & Demanding

What are the things that you cannot live 
without and why?

God, family, relatives, friends, and 
self-esteem. My life is centered around God, 

Who has blessed me with a beautiful  
family, supportive relatives and caring  
friends and Who has kept my  
self-esteem at a level I am able to  
function and serve Him best.

What is the greatest lesson you have 
learned these past 6 months?

The greatest lesson I have learned 
these past six months is everything in 
life is finite, only God is infinite. Who 
would have thought that “Today I 
own the envy-of-the-world’s business, 
but tomorrow, with the unforeseen  
havoc wrecked by the Pandemic, I could 
lose everything.” But I know, deep down 
inside, if I  remain steadfast and faithful 
to the Lord, everything will pass and the 
Lord will be my reward.

What motto do you live by?
I live by the Ignatian spirituality of  

being “A MAN FOR OTHERS” and 
the Scholastican motto of “ORA ET  
LABORA.”

What are you looking forward to in this 
year’s Francisfest?

I earnestly desire to see the  
construction and completion of St. Clare 
of Assisi Parish Church and help make 
the dream of the Malabon-Navotas  
Community to have a permanent place 
of worship, a reality. 

(continued on page 7...)
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Padre Pio of Pietrelcina
Feast Day September 23

RANDOM THOUGHTS: Voices from yesterday and today...
By Peachy Maramba

A Living Image of God

Cardinal Ursi, the Archbishop  of 
Naples, Italy said: “In our times, God 
has sent forth Padre Pio. In Padre 
Pio, He has molded another image 
of Christ for our day.”

In our modern times, Padre  
Pio, acclaimed saint, is living proof 
of the existence of God. This  
wonder-working saint -- spent an  
entire life -- living for God and  
others.

One of the most remarkable 
Catholic figures of this 20th century  
was given the baptismal name of 
Francesco (or Francis) Forgione, like 
our very own Saint Francis of Assisi. 
Like his namesake -- even at the early  
age of five years -- he wanted to  
respond to God’s call to serve others.

So, at the age of 15 years, this 
simple and seemingly unremarkable  
man joined the Capuchins at the 
novitiate of the Capuchins Friars at 
Marcone. Here, he took the name 
of Brother Pio and he continued  
to work for the good of his  
fellowmen and helped bring to them 
the touch of God’s forgiving love.

He was everything to everyone  
but especially to the poor, the  
distressed, and the sick. Thus, he 
especially worked hard to found 
the much needed “Home for the 
Relief of Suffering” in San Giovanni  
Rotondo which is still in use today.

A Man of Prayer

“I only want to be a poor friar 
who prays.”

Did you know that in 1959  
Padre Pio began regular national  
radio broadcasts? Since his  
favorite topic was prayer -- he  
inspired many prayer groups -- all 
over the world. A very prayerful 
man, he said, “Prayer is the best 
weapon we possess; the key that 
opens the heart of God.”

His Stigmata

It was on September 1910 
when the Lord “singled him out 
for the most significant of graces, 
the stigmata.” From September 
7, the stigmata would appear and  
disappear on alternate weeks  
until September 20, 1918 when 
the marks finally remained  
permanently visible for over 50 
years.

On that fateful September 20, after  
celebrating Mass, Padre Pio was  
kneeling and praying in thanksgiving 
before the large wooden crucifix in 
the friary church. He then had a vision 
of Jesus -- and when the vision ended 
-- he noticed that he, like his spiritual 
father Saint Francis, bore the five  
bleeding wounds of the crucified Lord 
on his body: on his hands, feet, and 
side.

Padre Pio’s mysterious open 
wound which remained continuously  
bleeding until a year later when it was 
miraculously cured with the arrival 
of the Fatima Virgin statue to whom  
Padre Pio was especially close.  
However, the open wound recurred 
some months before his death and 
caused him great physical pain 
and which he heroically bore with  
admirable serenity.

It was not until after Padre Pio died 
that his lifeless body shone and the 
stigmata rapidly disappeared and the 
tissues regenerated “in order to show 
the certainty of final resurrection… 
and the credentials of the special  
mission given him by God.”

His Other Charisms

But the stigmata were not the only 
reported charisma Padre Pio is credited 
with. In fact, he was said to have been 
endowed with the full repertoire of  
supernatural gifts which medieval 
saints commonly possessed. Besides 
the rare of bilocation (the ability to be 
in more than one place at the same 
time even in other countries), he had 
also the gift of perfume even at great 
distances. Some people in the U.S. 
claim to have smelled the perfume of 
exquisite flowers emanating as from 
his wounds before and after his death.

Padre Pio also had the gift of  
healing such that he created  
unbelievable miracles as restoring sight 
to a man born (continued on page 7...)
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St. Matthew
Feast Day September 21

Surprisingly, little is known about St. Matthew who 
is an important apostle and evangelist. In fact -- he is 
mentioned only five times -- in the New Testament.  
Although we do not know much about his life, what 
we do know is that the account he wrote of Christ’s  
ministry -- traditionally considered to be the first of the 
four Gospels -- is of inestimable value to the Church, 
particularly in its verification of  
Jesus as the Messiah.

The Life of Saint Matthew

Matthew was a tax collector at  
Capernaum which was also his 
place of birth. During his time -- tax  
collectors were despised --  
especially among the Jews who saw 
the imposition of taxes as a mark  
of their occupation of the Roman 
rule. 

Matthew’s first encounter with  
Jesus was dramatic and extremely  
significant -- “As Jesus went on 
from there, He saw a man named  
Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 
booth. ‘Follow Me,’ He told him,  

Role in the Early Church

A witness to Christ’s Resurrection after Death, as 
well as His Ascension into Heaven and the events of  
Pentecost, Matthew also recorded Jesus’ instruction  
for the apostles to “Go, therefore, and make  
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of  

and Matthew got up and followed Him.” (Matthew 
9:9-13) 

After his calling -- when Matthew gave a feast in 
Christ’s honor -- the guests were drawn from among 
his friends, including fellow tax collectors and sinners. 
The Pharisees objected to Christ eating with such  
people, to which Christ responded, “I did not come to 
call the just, but sinners,” summing up the Christian 
message of salvation.

Matthew displayed one of the most radically 
changed lives in the Bible in response to an invitation  
from Jesus. He did not hesitate; he did not look back. 
He left behind -- a life of wealth and security -- for  
poverty and uncertainty. He abandoned the pleasures 
of this world for the promise of eternal life.

the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to  
observe all that I have commanded 
you.”

Saint Matthew is said to have 
preached the Gospel to the  
Hebrews for as long as 15 years  
(during which time he wrote his 
Gospel in Aramaic), before heading  
East to continue his efforts at  
evangelization. 

Like 11 of the 12 apostles, St.  
Matthew is traditionally thought 
to have died as a martyr while  
preaching the Gospel. The Roman 
Martyrology describes his death 
as occurring in a territory near  
present-day Egypt.

Feast Day

Saint Matthew’s Feast Day is on September 21. 
He is the patron saint of accountants, bankers,  
bookkeepers, customs officers, money managers, 
stockbrokers and tax collectors.

Reflecting on St. Matthew’s calling, from the  
pursuit of dishonest financial gain to the heights of 
holiness and divine inspiration, Pope Benedict said 
in 2006 that “in the figure of Matthew, the Gospels  
present to us a true and proper paradox: those who 
seem to be the farthest from holiness can even  
become a model of the acceptance of God’s mercy 
and offer a glimpse of its marvelous effects in their 
own lives.”
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ECOBRICKS – A Practical Solution  
to Plastic Pollution 

By Tillic Lorayes

It’s hard to imagine now, but when plastics, as a  
byproduct of petrochemical production, were first introduced, 
they were hailed as a solution to an environmental problem –  
deforestation -- caused by the great demand for paper  
products. 

Today, however, we recognize that plastics -- so ubiquitous 
in our daily lives and so indestructible -- are a hazard to our 
health and to the planet as a whole. Fortunately, big business 
is slowly awakening to its responsibilities in preserving the  
environment. Just recently, the food and beverage  
manufacturer Nestlé announced that for the month of August 
this year, they had achieved plastic neutrality.

Nevertheless, Nestlé is just one company. And the fact  
remains that big business, which is responsible for the  
production of plastic waste, is only responding to consumer 
demands for convenience. And we, as consumers, also must 
share in the responsibility for reducing plastic waste.

One way to do this is by making ecobricks. These are plastic 
bottles packed solid with non-biodegradable plastic waste to 
make building blocks that can be used to make useful items 
such as stools, tables, ledges and simple construction projects. 
It reduces overall pollution while providing low-cost building 
materials for poor communities. 

Why make ecobricks? These sequester carbon dioxide, 
which is one of the major causes of global warming. When 
plastic is left in the sun, carbon dioxide is released into the 
atmosphere. When a kilo of plastic is burned, it releases 3.1 
kilos of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. However, a 1.5 
liter ecobrick sequesters 4.6 kilos of carbon dioxide. 

The acceptable materials to make ecobricks are, first, 
plastic bottles, clean and dry Styrofoam, bags, packaging  
(sachets), straws, and cellophane. Silicone glue should be used 
to stick the bottles together. Paper, metal and glass should not 
be used. Using uniform sized bottles will make the processing 
easier. 

For design processes, colored soft plastic like sando  
bags should be the first materials to be inserted into the  
bottle. Other soft plastics, sachets, straws, cellophane should 
be cut into small pieces and packed tightly into the bottle  
using a bamboo or wooden stick. You can pack more plastics 
into the bottle by cutting them into small pieces rather than 
stuffing the entire bottle with whole plastic materials. For  
example, sachets that will fill one large garbage bag when cut 
up into small pieces will be good for a 1.5 liter Coke bottle. The 
minimum weight of the brick should be equivalent to at least 
the volume of the bottle plus 33%, so a 1.5 liter bottle when 
fully packed should weigh 1.995 kilos. Very important -- the 
brick should be tightly packed with no air pockets. 

In 2018, I introduced Ecobricks to the Filinvest Bliss  
Elementary School. I was gratified by the response; the  
principal was very receptive, and all students were required 
to submit one ecobrick each, as part of their requirements. 
Those first ecobricks were glued together to make stools for 
the children.

The next principal was even more enthused and more 
creative. He obtained a donation from a BPO in the vicinity 
and transformed the two small gardens into outside learning 
spaces. Ecobricks were used to create borders to enclose the 
spaces -- where the children could sit, chat, and wait for their 
parents.

One result of ecobricking is family bonding, especially  
when the ecobricking is a school project. Parents and  
children work together, talking and exchanging stories,  
instead of children going out with barkadas.  

Ecobricks is an idea that is catching on, not only in the 
Philippines, but also in Indonesia and the United States. It is a 
low-tech solution to waste disposal which can be done by any 
household or community. As one proponent of ecobricks is 
fond of saying, “Plastic-free begins with me.”
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Building the Legacy of St. Clare of Assisi 
By Fr. Joel Sulse, OFM

St. Clare of Assisi became very famous in the history 
of the Church because she was the first woman to write 
a Rule of Life. Considered as one of the towering figures 
in the field of spirituality, she gave her life for the Church 
and lived inside the monastery in total submission to 
the will of God. In the very famous letter of Clare -- to  
Ermentrude of Bruges, daughter of the mayor of Cologne,  
who lived as a hermit for twelve years -- she wrote:  
“Faithfully return to God what you have promised and 
He will reward you.”[Epistola #8]. Clare truly is a total  
embodiment of spiritual encouragement and concrete  
prayer. Account says, “until she became prayer herself.”

It is in this path that the parishioners of St. Clare of  
Assisi keep the courage to follow her footsteps. Among 
the many saints considered by the community to become 
their patron, the spirit of St. Clare preoccupied the hearts 
of all. They want to follow her and emulate her fragrant and  
shining example even in her poverty. When they come 
to know about her spirituality most especially having  
renounced everything that she possessed for the poor, 
the more that they love her. The Privilege Poverty of Clare 
which she fought for and waited for the approval of the 
Holy Pope, became the apex of her dream to follow Christ 
wholeheartedly. She received the approved Rule, and 
two days later, she died. Yet, her mission prospered down 
through the ages.

The parish of St. Clare in the Diocese of Kalookan started  
as a mission community. The presence of the Franciscans  
in the area brought some encouraging changes in the 
lives of the people. The residents have progressed  
reasonably well and their active participation in their  
pastoral needs convinced everyone that they were now  
ready to face the challenges of having to stand on their  
own as a quasi-parish. On April 17, 2017, it was elevated 
as such. Gifted with hardworking and faithful leaders, the 
community involved their families to organize -- the church 
as a living testament of God’s presence -- despite being  
economically disadvantaged. Finally, it was elevated to 
a Parish by Bp. Pablo Virgilio David, DD, on December 8, 
2018. 

It was on March 20, 2007 when the Minister Provincial,  
Fr. Baltazar Obico, OFM, wrote a letter to Bishop  
Deogracias Ynigues, DD, about some priests’ desire to 
serve the urban poor communities in the diocese. In 2009,  
Fr. Jose Reu Galoy, OFM, its first Administrator, together 
with three other student friars, arrived in the mission area. 
They started the presence in Barangay Longos, Malabon. 
They helped in organizing the two big barangays, one in 

Navotas, that is, Brgy. North Bay Blvd. South, and one in 
Malabon, that is Brgy. Longos. The community decided to 
embrace St. Clare as their official patron.

Why build the Church despite the challenges of the  
pandemic that is affecting all of us? This inquiry challenges  
us all the more, that despite the crisis, the spirit of the  
people will show that God’s grace can never be stopped, 
and the more that it should be shown during moments of 
crisis. The incident of the multiplication of the loaves, an 
evident crisis moment, produced openness of the hearts 
and minds of the people gathered around Jesus, and 
they were able to collect some more. In the many trying  
moments in the lives of the people in St. Clare in the  
parish, it is through this, that the generosity of God and 
His holy miracles worked well for this purpose. The  
miracle of the loaves is a proven testimony -- that with our 
faith -- everything is possible. The plan to build the church 

had been laid out even before the pandemic. People  
cannot be accommodated well for their worship. The 
need to respond to the many pastoral concerns of the  
community is an encouragement that is being hindered  
because of our lack of a physical structure. This is the  
reason why we are begging. 

I have written also in my previous article that it is the  
desire of the community that in celebration of the 500 
years of Christianity in the country, a new church will be 
built that will cater to their pastoral needs. This is their 
dream, and they want others to share in this dream of  
constructing the home of St. Clare for her impoverished 
children in Malabon and Navotas, the way St. Francis built 
San Damiano for Clare and her sisters.
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PARISH MINISTRY SPOTLIGHT: SSAP Scholarship

Opening a Window, Extending  
a Hand
By Mariza V. del Rosario

Santuario de San Antonio Pastoral Team 

Fr. Baltazar A. Obico, OFM - Guardian 

Fr. Reu Jose C. Galoy, OFM - Vicar Provincial, 

      Parish Priest , Friary Procurator

Fr. Percival P. Tayem, OFM - Provincial Procurator, 

      Director of Franciscan Development Office

Fr. Jesus E. Galindo, OFM - Member 

Fr. Robert B. Manansala, OFM - Member and  

      Provincial Delegate to the Poor Clares - Luzon

 

Parish Bulletin Editorial Team 
Rachelle C. Wenger – Editor-in-Chief

Ramon M. Ong – Asst. Editor

Clarisse Gomez – Asst. Editor

Monica Madrigal – Asst. Editor

Ninee Pascual-Lopez - Asst. Editor

Caren Tordesillas – Art & Design

Jojo Guingona – Photo Editor

Peachy Maramba – Contributing Writer

Lianne Tiu – Contributing Writer

Fr. Robert B. Manansala, OFM – Contributing Writer

Alex Arcenas – Contributing Illustrator

Hannah Fernandez – Contributing Illustrator

RDIP
Teng Jorolan – RDIP Head

Jeannie Bitanga – Website Administrator

Santuario de San Antonio Parish 

Tel. nos. 8843-8830 / 31 

Email: ssap_info@yahoo.com 

Website: www.ssaparish.com 

Website email: webi@ssaparish.com 

Instagram: @ssapnewstoday

Parish Pastoral Council 
Rose Galvez – President

Marie Tycangco – Vice President

Teng Jorolan - Secretary

For much of the last 24 years 
--  the SSAP Foundation Inc.’s  
Scholarship Program Committee  
members  --  would start the new 
year with much excitement --  
focused on the upcoming School 
Year. We get ready by reviewing 
application forms, interviewing  
applicants and having Deliberation 
meetings to determine who would 
be accepted. Finally, we budget our 
scholarship assistance to include  
tuition, minimal food allowance, 
and a transportation allowance. 
Our pride and joy is a  
Spiritual Moral Values 
Formation Program -- 
which we implemented  
during our 1st and 
3rd Saturday Monthly  
Meetings -- workshops 
& seminars, and cluster 
groupings to allow us to 
get to know our scholars  
better. We also provide English  
tutorials, and Catechism modules  
offered by the Single Young Adults. 
We had an Annual Recollection, a 
Christmas party and a Graduation 
Picnic. We had our roadmap all 
worked out, year in and year out. 
Our formula worked! 

However, in this pandemic year, 
we found ourselves a little disturbed, 
and more challenged than usual.  
Anticipation was replaced by some 
trepidation, enough doubts, and 
more than a little anxiety.

We also found out that our  
applicants and their families had 
the same fears, but magnified. How 

would their children’s dreams be 
fulfilled if there were to be no 
or few scholarships granted this 
year? 

Not wanting to leave anyone 
behind  --  we decided to start 
with the reapplications of our  
continuing scholars -- numbering  
23. We pondered whether we 
should even stay with that and 
not consider the new applicants. 
There were many -- including 10 
from needy communities -- who 
were recommended by our Friars.  

We discerned, we prayed, and 
with Fr. Reu’s approval, we decided  
to step up to the challenge.  We 
would support our continuing 
scholars -- and then take in some 
new applicants as well. 

We wondered how to continue 
with open lines of communication; 
how to achieve close monitoring 
by our Socio-Pastoral worker, and 
allowing our scholars the exposure 
to our formation activities,  at this 
time. For many of  us non-techies, 
we decided to utilize cellphone 
calls, email, and Zoom meetings.  
Where there is a will, there is a 
way! 

In this pandemic year, things are no 
longer the way  we have been used 
to. We all need to be more innovative,  
creative, and more flexible in order to 
adjust to the new normal. 

The Lord has said, “Ask and you shall 
receive, seek and you shall find.” We 
entrusted all to Him and He helped us 
find a way.
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(...continued from page 1: Spotlight on the Francisfest 
2020 Chairperson: Betty Go Roxas-Chua)

How is this year’s Francisfest different or special from 
the past years?

This year’s Francisfest will be remembered like no 
other Francisfest in the past. This year, the TEAM of 
Francisfest 2020 has been privileged to participate in 
the construction of a historical structure, the Parish of  
St. Clare of Assisi in Malabon and Navotas, in time for  
the 500 years of Christianity in the Philippines as a gift 
of the Franciscan Community to the Catholic Faith. I 
am greatly honored to be granted this opportunity as  

(...continued from page 2: Padre Pio of Pietrelcina)  
with no pupils. He was also said to possess the gift of 
“reading hearts” or “reading souls” such that he knew 
if a person making a Confession was insincere in his  
repentance.

Besides having the ability to speak other languages, 
he also had the gift of prophecy; but he never made 
prophecies about world events as he was falsely accused 
of making. His most extraordinary prophecy was the 
one he made in 1947 when he declared that the young  
Polish priest Karol Wojtyla -- who was making a  
Confession before him -- would one day be Pope.

Certainly this wonder-working man of deep piety and 
sanctity was a holy priest of extraordinary charisms.

His Suffering

Besides the agonizing pain he suffered from his  
stigmata and his life-long bouts with the devil that left 
him bloodied and bruised, Padre Pio also suffered in  
spirit.

First, because of his special gifts, people  
acclaimed him as a living saint. Like St. Francis and other  
celebrities -- he had to endure the constant press of 
crowds -- who never left him, snipping off parts of his 
habit as souvenirs. He also spent almost 10 hours a 
day hearing Confessions of the busloads of people that 
kept coming because of his acquired reputation of not 
only being able to read hearts but of knowing details of  
people’s lives.

His Sacrifice of the Mass

But it was the awe-inspiring way this “living saint” said 
the Mass that was imprinted on the memory of all those 

who witnessed it. They also realized that through his  
celebration of the Holy Eucharist that the Sacrifice of  
the Mass perpetuates the Sacrifice of the Cross.

Then there was the suffering he had to endure from 
his own Church officials who scoffed at his stigmata 
and other charisms. This was his admittedly greatest  
torment. In fact, for almost ten years, he was not  
allowed any visitors, nor to write to his spiritual children. 
Despite the thousands who flocked to see him from 
all parts of the world, he was not allowed to say Mass  
anymore in public nor to hear Confession. It was not till 
1933 that Pope Pius XI finally lifted the restrictions.

Yet Padre Pio bore all his sufferings in the ‘true  
Franciscan spirit of resignation” and just offered them 
in loyalty to the teaching of the Pope as the true Voice 
of Jesus Christ. He also said that the purpose of his  
suffering was “so that sinners might believe in God and 
that the world might be saved,”

His Death

On September 23, 1968, Padre Pio died at the age 
of eighty-one. As he had predicted, all signs of his  
stigmata disappeared at his death. It was Pope John  
Paul II himself -- whom Padre Pio prophesized to  
become someday  a pope -- who canonized him in almost  
record time, by today’s standards. The canonization on 
June 16, 2002 at St. Peter’s Square in Rome -- before a 
crowd of 200,000 people -- was one of the largest of such  
ceremonies in history.

Chairperson of Francisfest 2020 to see to its reality for the 
greater glory of God. 

What would you like to tell our readers about this year’s 
Francisfest?

To all our parishioners and readers of the Santuario  
de San Antonio Parish Bulletin, do not pass this  
golden opportunity to be part of this historical  
endeavor. Share your blessings and join us in response  
to God’s call to COME BUILD MY CHURCH and help  
provide the impoverished Community of Malabon and 
Navotas construct a Parish Church they can call their 
Home. 
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LET’S LEARN SOME 
GOOD MANNERS!

Illustrations by Hannah Fernandez

THIS WEEK’S 
ECO TIP!

Illustration by Alex Arcenas

Bring your own water bottle 
when going out.

It saves you the trouble of having 
to line up at a grocery or convenience 
store just to buy a bottle of water, it 
reduces the use of single use plastic 
bottles, and you have water ready to 
drink anytime you get thirsty.
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Francisfest 2020 Novena Masses
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Santuario de San Antonio Parish
P R E S E N T S

Friar-side Chats   

September 26, 2020, Saturday
3:30 to 5:00 pm

https://tinyurl.com/FacebookSSAP

http://tinyurl.com/YoutubeSSAP

A Series On Franciscan Spirituality

"Stewardship:  A Way of Life"

EPISODE 7


