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PORTRAIT OF SAINT LUKE

Saint Luke is the author 
of both the Third Gospel 
that bears his name and the 
Book of Acts of the Apostles. 
Since his two-volume work 
(Luke Acts) accounts for more 
than a fourth of the New  
Testament, Luke is clearly 
entitled to the distinction 
of being the first Christian  
historian and the only  
Gentile Christian author among the four 
evangelist writers of the New Testament  
Gospels.

Though never having met Jesus personally  
-- Luke was not an apostle --  he managed to 
give us one of the most vivid portrayals of the 
beginning of Jesus’ early Church.

He was from Antioch, in present-day 
Turkey, where he originally belonged to 
the Christian community there around the  
beginning of the Christian era. He lived there 
and met Paul. It was during Saint Paul’s  
second great missionary journey that he was 
converted by Saint Paul to the faith.

Because Colossians 4:11 excludes 
him by implication from the “men of the  
circumcision.” this makes him a Gentile 
(of the non-Jewish faith). Even Paul who  
converted him, himself said that he was 

the only Gentile Christian 
among the Gospel writers  
who wrote as a Gentile 
for Gentile Christians. This 
makes him one of the first 
non-Jewish followers of  
Jesus and the only 
non-Jewish among the 
four evangelists.

NOT A FOLLOWER OR AN 
APOSTLE

Since Luke did not personally know 
Jesus, he did not number himself among 
those “who, in the beginning, were  
eyewitnesses and ministers of the 
Word.” Luke had to painstakingly obtain  
information from those eyewitnesses and 
written accounts of encounters with the 
Risen Lord.  These were Luke’s sole source 
of knowledge of Jesus.

LUKE, THE HISTORIAN

Luke decided to write his ambitious 
two-volume work to provide the Greeks 
with a historical and theological account 
of the life of Jesus and how the Christian 
Church originated. His two books today 
are considered the earliest history of the 
Christian Church. (continued on page 7...)  
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A Call to Mission 
By Sandi Suplido

“Mission is a free and conscious response to God’s call.” – 
Pope Francis

After my college studies, I was at a crossroads. I  
wondered if I should pursue a career in Communications 
or in Medicine (the latter being a new interest for me). 
Was it time to stop and wait? Or was it time to venture 
into the unknown? One thing was certain -- I wanted to be 
able to serve God -- using the gifts that He gave me.

Despite saying ‘Yes’ to this mission -- I had doubts 
on how I could help -- or how it would fit into my future  
career path. How could a fresh graduate like myself make 
a difference? 

It turns out that by our being open to the possibilities,  
God slowly unfolds His mission for us. I did not expect  
that my main assignment would be to help in a  
non-profit organization. My job involved conducting  
dialogues with jeepney drivers, tricycle drivers and  
market vendors, and facilitating their concerns with the  
local government. An unexpected benefit was my learning  
how to speak the local dialect Kinaray-a, while selling  
vitamins and medicines to families! On weekends, my  
fellow volunteers and I tutored out-of-school youth in 
Math and Reading. It was one of the most fulfilling years 
of my life!

When I returned to Manila, God’s path for me grew 
clearer. I went on to work in the field of communications  
and in the public sector -- until finally reaching my 
dream job -- to work at the International Red Cross. I 
have learned that we do not have to be in a missionary  
service or program to have a mission. Each of our  
missions involves using our gifts and talents to help those 
who are in need. 

Do you recall how God appeared to Moses in the  
burning bush, or how He called to Jonah to preach to 
the Ninevites? After they heard His call to take a mission,  
they did not just sit or wait around! (Well, Jonah may have 
resisted…) However, after He appeared to them, they  
immediately took on the mission to serve Him and to 
be an instrument of His love. I imagine that they too 
faced their own crossroads; leaving their comforts and  
entrusting their paths to God’s will.

I believe that in today’s context with the pandemic, 
we are somehow at a crossroad or an impasse. We all 
had plans this year and in an unfortunate turn of events 
-- we are suddenly trying to make sense of it and carry 
out our missions -- probably in ways we never knew we 
could! Pope Francis said that a call to mission can only be 
discerned “when we have a personal relationship of love 
with Jesus present in His Church”. 

Amidst these challenges, perhaps the pandemic is our 
symbolic ‘burning bush’; an invitation to discern, to pray 
for clarity, and to fulfill God’s mission in the community. 
To conclude, I invite everyone to take some inspiration 
from Saint Marie Eugenie who says, “I want to give, not 
lend, myself to God.”

To help with my discernment, I decided to join the  
Associate Missionaries of the Assumption (AMA) which 
involved a one-year volunteer program in select areas in 
the Philippines. I was assigned to San Jose, Antique with 
four other volunteers (1 French, 1 American, 2 girls from 
Dipolog, and me, an Ilongga!). Together, we learned to live 
in community. At the end of the month, we would pool  
together our salaries, and divide it according to our meals 
and commuting expenses.

Sandi (rightmost) with her co-AMA volunteers

Sister Clemens of AMA and Sandi
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Does Anybody Have a Map? 
By Mara Eala

I was always a typical, Type-A student -- the kind 
that didn’t do anything if it wasn’t calendared -- the 
kind that always required a plan. Many of my friends 
and my family were surprised when, seven years ago, 
I decided to up-end my neatly-scheduled life to do  
mission work with the Religious of the Assumption 
Sisters in East Africa for three months post-university  
graduation. To date, I still can’t say what propelled me 
to fly halfway around the world, completely uncertain  
about what the job or living conditions would be,  
especially when all my peers were lacing their shoes 
for the rat race. I was pulled by an invisible force to go 
where I saw a need -- and in spite of my apprehensions 
-- I knew my internal compass was pointing me to East 
Africa. The greatest lesson I have ever learned about 
faith came one afternoon, in the jungles of Tanzania.

I lived on a farm called  
Singa Chini, at the foot of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro. Because it was 
fenced in by jungles on all 
sides, getting anywhere was 
a trek. One day, I set out for 
the bus stop together with a 
Tanzanian sister and an Indian 
sister, all of us new to Singa 
Chini. As we trekked through 
the forest, we chatted about 
the beautiful flora and fauna.  
It wasn’t long, however,  
before the path we were on 
turned into thick jungle, and 
we found ourselves lost. Not only did we not know 
which way was forward, but we also couldn’t tell which 
way led back to the farm. Soon, panic began to set in.

After what felt like hours, we heard the snapping of 
branches behind us. We turned to face a man in a torn 
up shirt, construction tools in hand. He conversed with 
the Tanzanian sister in Swahili, and she told us, “He 
says his name is Andreas, and he can lead us back to 
the main road.” As apprehensive as we were, we knew 
that this stranger was our best hope, and we chose to 
put our trust in him. He led the pack, checking every so  
often to make sure we were still behind him, and helping 
us cross streams and weave through thistle-filled fields. 

After an eternity of trudging through dirt and mud, 
our feet finally landed on a concrete road! We turned 
to thank our guide, but Andreas had already started 
back, turning to us briefly just to call out something in  
Swahili, before disappearing into the forest. Our  
Tanzanian companion told us that his home was in the 
opposite direction, but he wanted to make sure we 
made it safely. 

Our encounter with Andreas mirrored my greater 
mission experience. I embarked on my journey in the 
same way we set off that day: with a naive bravery 
and a belief that I could “fix things” on my own. I was 
raised in a world where messages of self-reliance and  
self-interest are blasted at top volume, on loop. My 
time in Africa taught me that a life truly lived in mission 
is one lived in humility and communion -- one where 

we learn to trust in Someone we may not completely 
understand -- much like we did that day with Andreas. 

Africa taught me more about faith than I had ever 
learned from any Theology course. I have come to  
discover that faith is only truly learned when it is lived. 
Though I have since traded the farms of Africa for the 
online classroom -- the mission continues. Through the 
years, I have explored my fair share of “streams and 
gardens,” and have trudged through my own “mud 
and thistle-filled fields”. Through every twist and turn, 
I know I am not lost, because my Guide and Compass 
are not of this world: my map is my faith in a God Who 
does not lead me astray.

Mara with her Singa Chini Community sisters Their guide, Andreas
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World Mission Sunday
October 18

Today, we celebrate World Mission Sunday which was  
instituted by Pope Pius XI to remind us about our commitment 
and support to the missionary work of the Catholic Church 
through prayer and sacrifice. On Pentecost Sunday, Pope Francis  
released his message for this year’s celebration. Based on the 
theme taken from the Book of Isaiah, “Here am I, send me,” 
Pope Francis’ message says that the COVID-19 pandemic is an  
opportunity for mission and service to others. We asked several 
parishioners what the importance of mission is to them and how 
they answer God’s call to step out of ourselves for the love of 
God and of our neighbors especially during these unprecedented 
times.

ANTONIO SISON (Antioch)

The effect of the pandemic is obvious; 
it has affected not only ourselves as  
individuals but also the collective human 
race. We see it everywhere, the periodic  
reports of new cases, increasing death 
tolls, and the race to find solutions that 

benefit all; some struggles aren’t seen, the problems that we 
deal with on a day-to-day basis, the battle from within. We aren’t 
alone. Understanding that fact can go a long way; it helps us  
realize God’s Call, that is the mission of continuing to choose the 
loving option. Two basic examples that we can do during this time 
of pandemic that can help improve the lives of those around us 
are: (1) the mere act of donating to aid our fellow countrymen 
or supporting causes by informing others of it or even initiating 
similar projects; (2) an act of reaching out to a friend, a loved one 
or conversing with someone you haven’t spoken to. Sure, these 
won’t put a halt to all that is happening, but imagine the effect if 
entire parishes participate? 

JOLLY GOMEZ

The Eucharist is the center of my life. And I 
need to complete the Eucharist by the final 
command at the end of every Mass: “To go 
and share the love of Christ with others” 

For many of the parishioners of SSAP, 
we have not suffered as much as the 

99% of the Filipino population during the past 6 months. The  
lockdown has allowed us to realize the blessings we have which 
are in abundance compared to our brothers who are struggling to 
survive. The natural consequence of abundance is sharing. When 
we learn to live with less, our hearts will show us the things that 
we hold that do not belong to us anymore.

The first step is to empathize with the suffering of our  
neighbors and to see the Jesus in them.  Sharing the suffering 
of another makes me realize that it is not something that can 
be solved by a single act but rather one of commitment. This is  
difficult when the numbers are so many. We need to open our 
hearts and see those that God reveals to us who we should help, 
then decide to make a longer commitment.

MACIE CARLOS (Luke 18)

I answer God’s call to mission by answering 
calls for help from my friends and family. 
Even for simple requests such as wanting to 
talk to someone or asking for advice, I try 
my best to help them. I also make use of 
social media platforms to help advocate for 
fundraising projects for people in need.

LETTY JACINTO-LOPEZ (LeCom)

Every time somebody kicks the bucket, we 
always say, “Her mission is finished; she’s 
been called home.” What then is mine? 
To live a good life and to be honest in 
everything that I say and do, ensuring that 
the people I dearly love are inspired to do 

the same. 
But wait.  Knowing, loving and serving God must go past  

beyond my door and my little world. It is not easy. In doubtful  
times when spurts of self-interest dominate my choices, God 
makes His presence felt so that I find the meaning and the  
purpose.

And who helps clear the way? Neighbors, friends, kindred 
spirits and sometimes, just your average person who becomes 
the recipient of whatever kindness and generosity that have 
come from God and passed on to your hands, to share.

I try to answer God’s call, “You don’t need to be perfect but I 
call you to bear fruits.”  Of love, compassion and charity. 

COVID- 19 shouldn’t dishearten us.

CESAR INDUCIL (SYA, PB)

Being a missionary is an essential and  
indispensable aspect to life as a Catholic 
and is not reserved for just a small group 
of elite experts. It’s this conviction which 
brought me back to the Philippines to 
work as a full-time lay missionary in an  
international formation program for young adult Catholics from 
around the world. Though the pandemic has interrupted our  
normal program and severely limited our ability to go out -- it has 
taught me that I can still be a missionary by giving of the one thing 
that I have -- an abundance of time. During this pandemic, I was 
a missionary by simply and joyfully making myself available for 
relatives and friends in need and by being helpful to the foreign 
young adults still stranded here because of the COVID-19 virus.
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Saint John Paul II 
By Johan Ferrer

This year, we celebrate the Centenary of Saint John 
Paul II’s birth and we also honor him on his Feast Day on  
October 22. The second longest serving Pope in Modern 
History after Pope Pius IX -- Karol Józef Wojtyła was born 
on May 18, 1920 -- in Wadowice, Poland, 50 Kilometers 
from Krakow. He was ordained as a priest in Krakow, on  
November 1, 1946; as a Bishop on September 28, 1958; 
as Archbishop of Krakow on January 13, 1964; then as  
Cardinal on June 26, 1967.

Bishop Wojtyła took part in the Second Vatican Council  
(1962-1965) and made a significant  
contribution to the drafting of the  
Constitution Gaudium et Spes. He also 
took part in the five assemblies of the 
Synod of Bishops prior to the start of 
his Pontificate. On 16 October 1978,  
Cardinal Wojtyła was elected Pope and 
on 22 October he began his ministry as 
universal Pastor of the Church.

Pope John Paul II made 146 pastoral  
visits in Italy and as the Bishop of 
Rome, he visited 317 of the current 322  
Roman parishes. His international  
apostolic journeys numbered 104 
and were expressions of the constant  
pastoral solicitude of the Successor of 
Peter for all the Churches.

His principal documents include 14 
Encyclicals, 15 Apostolic Exhortations, 
11 Apostolic Constitutions and 45 Apostolic Letters. He also 
wrote five books.

Pope John Paul II celebrated 147 beatifications, during 
which he proclaimed 1,338 blesseds, and 51 canonizations, 
for a total of 482 saints. He called 9 consistories, in which 
he created 231 Cardinals (plus one in pectore). He also  
presided at 6 plenary meetings of the College of Cardinals.

From 1978, Pope John Paul II convoked 15 assemblies 
of the Synod of Bishops: 6 ordinary general sessions, 1  
extraordinary general session,and 8 special sessions.

Pope John Paul II erected numerous dioceses and  
ecclesiastical circumscriptions, along with promulgating  
Codes of Canon Law for the Latin and the Oriental  
Churches, as well as the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 
He proclaimed the Year of Redemption, the Marian Year 
and the Year of the Eucharist as well as the Great Jubilee 
Year of 2000, in order to provide the people of God with  
particularly intense spiritual experiences. He also attracted 
young people by beginning the celebration of World Youth 
Day.

No other Pope met as many people as Pope John 
Paul II. More than 17.6 million pilgrims attended his  
Wednesday General Audiences (which numbered over 
1,160). In addition to this, there were special audiences  
and religious ceremonies (more than 8 million pilgrims 
in the Great Jubilee Year of 2000 alone). He met millions 
of the faithful in the course of his pastoral visits in Italy  
and throughout the world. He also received numerous  
government officials in audience, including 38 official  
visits and 738 audiences and meetings with heads of  

state, as well as 246 audiences and 
meetings with prime ministers.

Pope John Paul II died in the  
Apostolic Palace at 9:37 PM on  
Saturday, 2 April 2005, the vigil of  
Sunday in albis or Divine Mercy  
Sunday, which he had instituted. 
On 8 April, his solemn funeral was  
celebrated in Saint Peter’s Square and 
he was buried in the crypt of Saint  
Peter’s Basilica.

John Paul II was beatified in Saint 
Peter’s Square on 1 May 2011 by Pope 
Benedict XVI, his immediate successor  
and for many years his valued  
collaborator as Prefect for the  
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith.

He is an example for the youth --  
being athletic, performing for local theatrical productions 
and even co-founding the Rhapsodic Theater of Krakow. In 
addition to this, he studied literature, poetry, along with 
about 12 languages.

 He is a saint for our times -- because he is open to  
communicating and understanding other beliefs -- and puts 
great emphasis on the participation of the youth to the 
Church. Another thing is that he contributed a lot to the 
end of Communist rule in his country Poland, and the rest of  
Europe. 

 I believe that we can pray to Saint John Paul II for his 
intercession to guide us during our present crisis. He lost 
his parents and an elder brother by the time he was 21 
years old, and had to live during the war and practice 
his faith and preaching in hiding. We are somehow in  
hiding now --  hiding from this hidden enemy -- but through  
discipline, faith, patience, and perseverance we will get 
to defeat this enemy, not through weapons but through  
instruments of healing.  
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God’s Perfect Design
By Alexandra Li Hernandez

Dear Father Jem, 

Thank you for guiding us thru the 
“33 Days to Morning Glory.” Although 
we were not able to attend all of the 
Sundays, we are so grateful for having 
attended this evening’s Mass. It was 
so nice to consecrate ourselves to  
Jesus thru Mary in the company of 
others who were likewise inspired. 

You’re right. We believe that the 
Gospel today is no coincidence, just 
as our whole journey as parents, 

consecrate himself to Jesus thru 
our mother, the date of Simon’s 
passing August 13, 2020. 

Coincidentally, as grieving  
parents, we will consecrate  
ourselves on the most perfect  
Marian Feast -- the Feast of Our 
Lady of Sorrows.

Coincidentally, the first piercing 
to the heart of Mary was delivered 
by the prophet Simeon… or Simon. 

Coincidentally, last September 
13 marked Simon’s first month in 

I could replace all the words  
coincidentally to “Thru God’s perfect 
design” because I know that God does 
not make mistakes. We are full of joy, 
Father Jem. We miss Simon very much 
but we know that Simon accomplished 
his mission on earth and has made us 
realize God’s mission for us too. 

Thank you again, Father. I hope we 
can continue to grow our faith and live 
our vocation as a married couple with 
your guidance.

though short, is part of God’s perfect 
plan. 

I remember telling the group 
the story of our Simon and how the 
spark ignited our hearts to consecrate  
ourselves to Jesus thru Mary. There 
were too many “coincidences” that 
now we fully understand that it is all 
God working thru His and our angel 
Simon, bringing us close to Mama 
Mary, so that we may continue to 
love our Simon perfectly all the days 
of our lives. 

Coincidentally, the start date of 
our consecration was the date my  
husband said he wanted to  

Heaven and the Parish Bulletin  
issue which contained my article 
about the “33 Days to Morning  
Glory.”

Coincidentally, today -- on the 
day of our consecration -- the  
Gospel was about Marian  
consecration. 

Coincidentally, this year’s 
Feast of Our Lady of Sorrow falls 
on a Tuesday when we pray the  
Sorrowful Mysteries. 

Coincidentally, Simon’s 40th 
day September 22, 2020 is exactly 
one month after the Queenship of 
Mary. 



18 October 2020

7

(...continued from page 1: St. Luke - First Christian  
Historian) This makes Luke the first Christian historian.  
Throughout his travels with Paul, Luke took and kept  
careful notes of all the oral preaching and catechizing of the 
great missionary. So that his Gospel is rightfully said to have 
been “illumined by Saint Paul.” In fact, both Saint Jerome 
and Saint John Chrysostom called it “ Saint Paul’s Gospel.”

LUKE, THE THEOLOGIAN

The writing of Luke was not only that of a historian but 
also that of a theologian. Since it was written in Greek 
for Gentile Christian communities -- it is one of the major  
voices speaking to non-Jews about Jesus’ teachings --  
emphasizing the gentle and humane aspects of Jesus.

SAINT LUKE, THE EVANGELIST

Saint Luke was first and foremost an evangelist -- a  
person who taught the Christian faith to people -- who 
hadn’t heard about it before. Unlike the other evangelists, 
Luke’s story does not end with the resurrection of Jesus but 
goes on to the Pentecost and the “ongoing story of Christ’s 
presence in the life of the Church” and in the whole world. 
This is part of Luke’s legacy to us.

Of all the evangelists, Luke had the finest and most  
vital sense of God’s presence in ongoing history. He  
redirects his readers towards Christ, saying that it is in Him 
that one finds healing and forgiveness. 

Our new opening prayer of the Mass says that God 
chose Luke to reveal by preaching and writing the mystery 
of His love for the poor. It has been said that “Luke’s Gospel 
is particularly valuable for the emphasis it lays on Christian 
purity, poverty and joyousness.”

The Gospel of Luke shows clearly his human approach 
and the universal scope of the teaching of Jesus. This  
Gospel has also often been called the Gospel of the 
Poor or the Gospel of Mercy and the outcast because it  
socially stresses the relations Jesus had with them. 
Thus, Luke is the only evangelist who incorporated in his  
Gospel the moving parables of the Good Samaritan and the  
parable of the Prodigal Son that Jesus told to exemplify  
goodness and kindness. He also wrote stories about  
other people who were rejected, despised and outcast from  
society whom Jesus treated with compassion. Luke even  
portrays Jesus caring for the black sheep of society. These 
too were not mentioned in the other Gospels. He rejected 
the concept of Christianity as a religion for the elite and  
insisted that Jesus was the friend of publicans and  
sinners. In Luke’s version of the Beatitudes, Jesus  

proclaims, “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom 
of God.”

THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BOOK EVER WRITTEN

It is clear that Luke was well-educated with  
considerable literary power and a native speaker of the 
Greek language as evidenced by his clear, polished, elegant 
and orderly Greek writing. Because Luke was a “perceptive,  
sensitive writer with a knack for telling a story and  
depicting a scene.” His Gospel has been described as “the 
most beautiful book ever written.”

The Gospel according to Saint Luke is one of the three 
synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke). Always 
judged to be the most literary and poetic of the four  
evangelists, Luke was an ‘artist in words.’

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

While in Rome with Paul, and while being imprisoned  
for two years, Luke wrote the Acts of the Apostles which 
he treated as the history of the growth of the early  
Christian Church -- a “truly mystical view of the working of  
the Spirit.” Thus he sees the early Christian community 
growing bolder, expanding and spreading the Word of God 
because they were inflamed with courage and love by the 
Holy Spirit.

THE WOMEN IN HIS WRITINGS

Luke was a unique writer of the Third Gospel who --  
more than any other New Testament writer -- included in 
his work the women who were more important in the life 
of Jesus. In so doing, he depicted Jesus as one caring for 
the status and salvation of women. This was an unusual 
happening at that time as the status of women in those 
days was usually low. 

He evidently knew the Virgin Mary and was highly  
respectful of her. The words that he attributed to Mary 
during the Annunciation were so memorable that they  
became known as “Mary’s Prayer” and were incorporated  
as part of our Liturgy. Because of this, he is the only  
evangelist who spoke and wrote the most about the  
Blessed Virgin and the only one to give a graphic full  
account about the Annunciation and the Visitation.

If you still have not read Saint Luke’s two books -- the 
Gospel of Luke and his Acts of the Apostles -- now is the 
time to read or reread it for a second time. It is truly the 
best book of the Bible!
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LET’S LEARN SOME GOOD MANNERS!
Illustrations by Hannah Fernandez

THIS WEEK’S 
ECO TIP!

Illustration by Alex Arcenas

Enroll in paperless billing.

A huge amount of paper used is  
reduced by opting to receive your 
bills online, and it is more  
convenient. Plus, imagine how many 
trees are saved from being turned 
into paper. 
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