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The drama unfolding between 
the blind man whom Jesus had 

cured and the Pharisees describes 
how this person first gained his 
physical sight and slowly entered 
into the light of Jesus whom he 
accepted as Lord. The Pharisees, 
on the other hand, slipped into 
deeper darkness as they refused 
to accept the miracle, insulted the 
blind man, and expelled him from 
the temple. The Pharisees were 
learned men, experts in Mosaic 
law and the Hebrew Scriptures, and 
this gave them reason for feeling 
and thinking superior to others. 
They insisted on their belief that 
those born with physical defects 
like this blind man were sinners. 
Nothing could change that, not 
even Jesus. Their learning led them 
to be arrogant, using the temple as 
a weapon to determine who should 
enter or not. They lacked mercy and 
compassion.

How did the Jews in the first 
place conclude that those born 
blind were sinners? This belief 
which had evolved through the 
centuries emerged from the image 
of God that their learned men had 
developed. Yahweh was first a God 
of judgment, and no sinner could 
escape his punishment. Israel 

during the invasions of Babylon and 
Assyria and the exiled suffered the 
consequences of idolatry and the 
injustices the people committed. 

Jesus had come to restore the 
original face of his Father—the 
God of compassion and mercy. It 
was not an easy job, as seen in the 
opposition of these learned people.

When Pope Francis put to effect 
his arguments on the year of mercy 
(2015-16), the Church found herself 
opening doors to homosexuals 
and divorcees. For this reason, the 
Pope was criticized for being too 
lax, undermining the traditional 
teachings of the Church. The people 
behind the attacks were learned 
men and women in the Church. 
Pope Francis exhorted the Church 
to set aside judgment and welcome 
people who have been excluded 
from church activities. When there 
is welcome, there is mercy. When 
people experience that they do 
not suffer from any judgment, they 
themselves will slowly go back 
to the Church, listen to the moral 
demands, and change their lives. 
The first step towards Jesus, the 
healing that removes blindness, 
is an experience of his mercy and 
compassion.

The Church is a holy community 
of sinners. Thus, those who involve 
themselves in parishes and church 
movements must not be surprised 
when, once and a while, scandals 
hit the Church. But they should not 
forget the holy men and women 
who, like the blind man in the 
Gospel, have dedicated themselves 
totally to Jesus.

On 12 January 2023, the Sicilian 
city of Palermo, Italy, woke up to 
the death of Bro. Biagio Conte, 
a lay person who, following the 
steps of St. Francis of Assisi, gave 
away his wealth and lived as 
a hermit and in poverty, while 
founding an institution, Hope and 
Charity Mission, that has taken 
care of 600,000 homeless and 
migrants since 1993. Archbishop 
Corrado Lorefice of Palermo was 
the main celebrant at Conte’s 
funeral Mass, on 17 January, which 
was concelebrated by numerous 
bishops and priests. Some 10,000 
people followed the funeral. 

“What can a city do without 
God?” Conte once asked of this 
place besieged by poverty and 
the curse of the Mafia. His radical 
following of Jesus gave light not 
just to Italy but to the whole world. 
“You are the light of the world… 
your light must shine before others, 
that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify your heavenly Father” 
(Mt 5:14, 16).
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to yourself in a wonderful way, 
grant, we pray, that with prompt 
devotion and eager faith the 
Christian people may hasten 
toward the solemn celebrations 
to come.

Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever.
All—Amen.

    
First Reading 
(1 Sm 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a) (Sit)

The prophet Samuel anoints the young 
David who would later succeed Saul 
as king over Israel. Indeed, God does 
not judge by a person’s appearance 
but looks into the heart.

A reading from the first Book 
of Samuel

THE Lord said to Samuel: “Fill 
your horn with oil, and be on 
your way. I am sending you to 
Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have 
chosen my king from among 
his sons.”  

As Jesse and his sons came 
to the sacrifice, Samuel looked 
at Eliab and thought, “Surely 
the Lord’s anointed is here 
before him.” But the Lord said 
to Samuel: “Do not judge from 
his appearance or from his lofty 
stature, because I have rejected 
him. Not as man sees does 
God see, because man sees 
the appearance but the Lord 
looks into the heart.” In the 
same way Jesse presented seven 
sons before Samuel, but Samuel 
said to Jesse, “The Lord has not 
chosen any one of these.” Then 
Samuel asked Jesse, “Are these 
all the sons you have?” Jesse 
replied, “There is still the 
youngest, who is tending 
the sheep.” Samuel said to 
Jesse, “Send for him; we will 
not begin the sacrificial banquet 
until he arrives here.” Jesse sent 
and had the young man brought 
to them. He was ruddy, a youth 
handsome to behold and 
making a splendid appearance. 

Liturgy of the word

The Lord said, “There—anoint 
him, for this is the one!” Then 
Samuel, with the horn of oil in 
hand, anointed David in the 
presence of his brothers; and 
from that day on, the spirit of 
the Lord rushed upon David.

—The word of the Lord.
All—Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 23)

R—The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want.

1. The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want./ In verdant 
pastures he gives me repose;/ 
beside restful waters he leads 
me; /he refreshes my soul. (R)

2. He guides me in right 
paths/ for his name’s sake./ 
Even though I walk in the dark 
valley/ I fear no evil; for you 
are at my side /with your rod 
and your staff that give me 
courage. (R)

3. You spread the table before 
me/ in the sight of my foes;/ 
you anoint my head with oil;/ 
my cup overflows. (R)

4. Only goodness and kindness 
follow me/ all the days of my 
life;/ and I shall dwell in the 
house of the Lord/ for years 
to come. (R)

Second Reading (Eph 5:8–14)

The apostle Paul reminds us that 
through the sacrament of Baptism, 
we have risen from the darkness of 
sin to the light of Christ. Thus, we 
are called to be children of light who 
share the light of Christ.

A reading from the Letter of 
Saint Paul to the Ephesians

BROTHERS AND SISTERS: 
You were once darkness, but 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES

Entrance Antiphon 
(Cf. Is 66:10–11)
(Recited when there is no opening song.)

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who 
love her. Be joyful, all who 
were in mourning; exult and be 
satisfied at her consoling breast.

Greeting
(The sign of the cross is made here.)

P—Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ.
All—And with your spirit.

Introduction
(These [or similar words] may be used 
to address the assembly.)

P—In following Jesus, it is de-
manded of us to have a true 
faith in God that cannot be 
hindered by opposition and 
misunderstanding in coming 
to the help of those who suf-
fer. True faith means being the 
hearts and hands of Jesus so that 
through us he may continue to 
do good to the people of today.

Penitential Act

P—Brethren (brothers and 
sisters), let us acknowledge our 
sins, and so prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the sacred mysteries. 
(Pause)

P—You were sent to heal the 
contrite of heart: Lord, have 
mercy.
All—Lord, have mercy.

P—You came to call sinners: 
Christ, have mercy.
All—Christ, have mercy.

P—You are seated at the right 
hand of the Father to intercede 
for us: Lord, have mercy.
All—Lord, have mercy.

P—May almighty God have 
mercy on us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life.
All—Amen.

(The Gloria is omitted.)

Collect

P—Let us pray. (Pause)
O God, who through your 

Word reconcile the human race 
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now you are light in the Lord. 
Live as children of light, for 
light produces every kind of 
goodness and righteousness 
and truth. Try to learn what 
is pleasing to the Lord. Take 
no part in the fruitless works 
of darkness;  rather expose 
them, for i t  is  shameful 
even to mention  the things 
done by them in secret; but 
everything exposed by the 
light becomes visible, for 
everything that becomes 
visible is light. Therefore, it 
says: “Awake, O sleeper,  and 
arise from the dead, and Christ 
will give you light.”

—The word of the Lord.
All —Thanks be to God.

Verse before the Gospel 
(Jn 8:12) (Stand)

All—I am the light of the world, 
says the Lord; whoever follows 
me will have the light of life.

Gospel (Shot Form) 
(Jn 9:1, 6–9, 13–17, 34–38)

P—A reading from the holy 
Gospel according to John
All—Glory to you, O Lord.

AS Jesus passed by he saw a 
man blind from birth. He spat 
on the ground and made clay 
with the saliva, and smeared 
the clay on his eyes, and said 
to him, “Go wash in the Pool 
of Siloam”—which means 
Sent. So he went and washed, 
and came back able to see.  

His neighbors and those 
who had seen him earlier 
as a beggar said, “Isn’t this 
the one who used to sit and 
beg?” Some said, “It is,” but 
others said, “No, he just looks 
like him.” He said, “I am.” 

They brought  the one 
who was once blind to the 
Pharisees. Now Jesus had 
made clay and opened his 
eyes on a sabbath. So then the 
Pharisees also asked him how 
he was able to see. He said to 
them, “He put clay on my eyes, 
and I washed, and now I can 
see.” So some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from 

God, because he does not 
keep the sabbath.” But others 
said, “How can a sinful man 
do such signs?” And there was 
a division among them. So 
they said to the blind man 
again, “What do you have 
to say about him,  since he 
opened your eyes?” He said, 
“He is a prophet.”  

They answered and said to 
him, “You were born totally in 
sin, and are you trying to teach 
us?” Then they threw him out.

When Jesus heard that 
they had thrown him out, he 
found him and said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” He 
answered and said, “Who is 
he, sir, that I may believe in 
him?” Jesus said to him, “You 
have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” He 
said, “I do believe, Lord,” and 
he worshiped him. 

—The Gospel of the Lord.
All—Praise to you, Lord Jesus 
Christ.

Homily (Sit)

Profession of Faith (Stand)
(Instead of the Niceno-Constantino-
politan Creed, especially during Lent 
and Easter Time, the baptismal Symbol 
of the Roman Church, known as the 
Apostles’ Creed, may be used.)

All—I believe in God, the 
Father almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
(at the words that follow, up to and 
including the Virgin Mary, all bow) 
who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried; he descended 
into hell; on the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty; from 
there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and 
life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

P—Brothers and sisters, today, 
the Lord reveals himself as 
the light of the world. Let us 
therefore follow him that we 
may have the light of life as 
we say:

R—Loving Father, you are our 
light.

C—Loving Father, enlighten 
Pope Francis, bishops, priests, 
deacons, and the lay, in our 
discernment and service to 
each other and all people of 
good will. We pray: (R)

C—Loving Father, guide all 
world, national, and local 
leaders, by the light of your 
Truth. We pray: (R)

C—Loving Father, be the light 
of those who are currently 
undergoing great suffering, 
materially, emotionally, or 
spiritually. In the dark of the 
night, may they better see your 
light. We pray: (R)

C—Loving Father, preserve 
in your love all missionaries. 
Enkindle in them the light you 
have made them experience on 
the day they said yes to your 
mission. We pray: (R)

C—Loving Father, let our 
departed loved ones enter your 
eternal light. We pray: (R)

C—Let us pray for the urgent 
concerns of our community 
and our personal intentions 
(pause). We pray: (R) 

P—You are our light, loving 
Father. Help us then become 
mirrors of yourself, of your life 
and love, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.
All—Amen.

 

 
Presentation of the Gifts 
(Stand)

P—Pray, brethren…
All—May the Lord accept the 
sacrifice at your hands for the 
praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of 
all his holy Church.

 Liturgy of 
the eucharist



Prayer over the Offerings

P—We place before you with 
joy these offerings, which bring 
eternal remedy, O Lord, praying 
that we may both faithfully 
revere them and present them 
to you, as is fitting, for the 
salvation of all the world.

Through Christ our Lord.
All—Amen.

Preface: The Man Born Blind

P—The Lord be with you.
All—And with your spirit.
P—Lift up your hearts.
All—We lift them up to the 
Lord.
P—Let us give thanks to the 
Lord our God.
All—It is right and just.

P—It is truly right and just, 
our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give 
you thanks, Lord, holy Father, 
almighty and eternal God, 
through Christ our Lord.

By the mystery of the 
Incarnation, he has led the 
human race that walked in 
darkness into the radiance 
of the faith and has brought 
those born in slavery to ancient 
sin through the waters of 
regeneration to make them 
your adopted children.

Therefore, all creatures of 
heaven and earth sing a new 
song in adoration, and we, 
with all the host of Angels, cry 
out, and without end acclaim:
All—Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God 
of hosts. Heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in 
the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.(Kneel)

Acclamation (Stand)

All—We proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, and profess your Re-
surrection until you come 
again.

The Lord’s Prayer

All—Our Father…
P—Deliver us, Lord…
All—For the kingdom, the 
power and the glory are yours 
now and forever. 

Invitation to Peace

Invitation to Communion
(Kneel)

P—Behold the Lamb of God, 
behold him who takes away 
the sins of the world. Blessed 
are those called to the supper 
of the Lamb.
All—Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

Communion Antiphon 
(Cf. Jn 9:11, 38)

The Lord anointed my eyes: 
I went, I washed, I saw and I 
believed in God.

Prayer after Communion
(Stand)

P—Let us pray. (Pause) 
O God, who enlighten 

everyone who comes into this 
world, illuminate our hearts, 
we pray, with the splendor 
of your grace, that we may 
always ponder what is worthy 
and pleasing to your majesty 
and love you in all sincerity.

Through Christ our Lord.
All—Amen.

P—The Lord be with you.
All—And with your spirit.

Prayer over the People

P—Bow down for the blessing. 
(Pause) 

Look upon those who call 
to you, O Lord, and sustain the 
weak; give life by your unfailing 
light to those who walk in the 
shadow of death, and bring 
those rescued by your mercy 
from every evil to reach the 
highest good.

Through Christ our Lord.
All—Amen.

P—And may the blessing of 
almighty God, the Father, and 
the Son, (†) and the Holy Spirit, 
come down on you and remain 
with you for ever.
All—Amen.

Dismissal

P—The Mass has been offered. 
Go in peace glorifying the Lord 
by your life.
All—Thanks be to God.

THE COMMUNION RITE

THE CONCLUDING RITES
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